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Eastern Ribbon Snake taken on the Birch Trail. Muskrat watches
kayaker out on the open water. Raccoon tucking in for the day
along the D&H Canal Trail. Photos by Justin Schmidt

Black and White Warbler poses for the
camera. Photo by Karen C. Miller

WATCHABLE WILDLIFE AT THE BASHA KILL
Swan family finds sanctuary well north of the Pine Boat Launch. Photo by Kevin Kreischer
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MAILBAG:

Dear BKAA,

Thank you for the great work you do with the Bashakill and
also for the very well written GUARDIAN!

February 23, 2016

Dear Friends,

Spring 2016

Carol & Harry Torchio
Yankee Lakers

On behalf of the Community Church of Wurtsboro’s Food
Pantry, I would like to thank you for your donation of
$100.00 to our food pantry. Without organizations like
yours, we would not be able to serve all the families that
come to our pantry. Your donation is very much
appreciated.

Dear BKAA,

Thank you so much for selecting Claudia to represent the
BKAA at Camp Pack Forest. She is really looking forward
to it.

Once again, we would like to thank you for your generosity.

Warm Regards,
Lara Sheikh

Sincerely,

Dear Bashakill Area Association Members,

Marie Bryan,
Financial Secretary

Thank You for deciding to sponsor my son, Wayne Kratz, to
DEC Camp this year. He is very excited.

(President’s Note: The BKAA donates to the Food Pantry
when we use the church hall for events like the recent
Ravensbeard “Live Bird Show” during Wurtsboro’s
Winterfest.)

Thanks Again,
Tara M. Kratz

CONTACT THE BKAA

Paula Medley 845-754-0743, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. email: info@thebashakill.org website: www.thebashakill.org

CONTACT THE DEC

Forest Rangers: Logan Quinn 845-240-6792 (cell) Alexander Virkler 845-905-6000 (cell)
Conservation Officer: Michael Bello 845-665-5489
If Mr. Bello is not available, call 24-hour Law Enforcement Dispatch 1-877-457-5680
The Guardian is published quarterly by the Basha Kill Area Association Inc., PO Box 1121, Wurtsboro, NY 12790.
President: Paula Medley • Vice-President: Anita Altman • Treasurer: Monique Lipton
Corresponding Secretary / Membership: Marcia Briggs Wallace • Recording Secretary: Christine Saward
Board Members: Linda Lou Bartle • Jackie Broder • Fred Harding • Bill Lucas • Susan O’Neill
Publicity & E-mail Coordinator: Susan O’Neill • Alerts Coordinator: Hattie Grifo
Water Testing & Facebook Coordinator: Linda Lou Bartle
Nature Watch Co-Leaders: Maryallison Farley, Kevin Keller & Cathy Liljequist
Guardian Editor: Paula Medley
Mission Statement: Since our founding in 1972, our mission has been to protect the
Basha Kill Wetlands and surrounding area from ecological degradation,
to promote education and respect for the environment in general, and to preserve the beauty of the area.

We welcome new members who are interested in protecting the environment. Dues are $10 per person per year.
BKAA is a not-for-profit corporation and donations are deductible to the extent allowed by law.
website: www.thebashakill.org • e-mail: info@thebashakill.org

2

BKAA GUARDIAN

Spring 2016 New Members & Donors

Spring 2016

Spring 2016 New Members

Susan Corbett — Carol Felstein & Stephen Vignet — Crissy Dolan — Christine Eurich — Eric Horstman
Mitchel & Arlean Krasnoff — Lisa Lyons — Kelly Macaluso — Dusanka Marusic — Harry Torchio
Spring 2016 Donors

E. Susan Armistead — Diana Avery — Irma L. Beckley — Toby L. Boritz — Arlene D. Borko
Hal & Joan Reisman Brill — Scott Buchholz — Justina & Mark Burton — Eileen Anne Carney
Catskill Exotic Bird Club — Silvia C. Colella — Gerard Cook — Gloria Coruzzi & Douglas Daley
Eileen T. Decker — David Diness — Carmela Federico — Susan & Lorrence Green
Margaret M. Heath — Richard M. Hirschman — Michael Toledo & Gregory L. Jenkins
Jane & Clifford Johnson — Eileen & Joe Kolaitis — Mitchel & Arlean Krasnoff — Martine & John H. Kreiger
Kathleen W. La Buda — Vega A. Lalire — Jean Lerner — Chris Leser — Monique Lipton — Lisa Lyons
Fredrika V. Miller & Howard Millman — Frances B. & Martin Nankin — Susan Niosi
Barbara M. & John E. Pritchard — William A. Rabsey — Billie Robson — Dana J. Stindt
Sullivan County Audubon Society — Ann & Matt Taylor — Helen Tear — Stephen Vignet — Cecilia F. Walsh

Saturday, April 16

H H 35th Annual Basha Kill Clean-Up H H
9:30 - 10 a.m. (Registration and site assignments)

Celebrate Earth Day!

Enjoy a walk and fresh spring air while ridding the wetlands of debris. Garbage
bags are provided. Wear boots, work gloves, and insect repellant. Bring chairs
as lunch, supplied by the BKAA, will be eaten al fresco in the Haven Road DEC
parking lot (209 side), also event’s registration site. New BKAA merchandise
will be on sale and door prizes awarded. Call Paula Medley at (845) 754-0743
for further information.
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2016 BKAA Calendar of Events
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All activities free and open to the public!

Saturday, April 2, 9:30 am – 12 noon
Nature Watch Training
at the Church Hall of the Community Church, 134 Sullivan
Street, Wurtsboro. Become a BKAA Volunteer at the
Basha Kill! Come to this training to learn about the birds of
the Basha Kill including bald eagles and ospreys so that
you can volunteer with the Nature Watch Program. If you
love the Basha Kill and like to talk with people, this
program is for you! Nuts and bolts of the program will also
be explained. After training, you sign up for three shifts
(three hours each) on Saturdays or Sundays from April16th
through June 19th. A quick field trip to the boat launch
follows to become familiar with our spotting scopes and
the location for our program. For more details and to
register for the program, please call Kevin Keller at 845434-6209 or Maryallison Farley at 845-888-0261.

Sunday, April 17, 10 am
Hike to Gobbler’s Knob with Mike Medley
Enjoy views of a beautiful 650 acre Shawangunk Ridge
property, which is also site of the proposed Basherkill
Subdivision. The hike gains 450 vertical feet from the
parking area to the Knob, which is almost 1,000 feet high.
Wear comfortable, sturdy shoes; bring water and
binoculars. Trip takes two hours. Meet at the South Road
fishing platform (Westbrookville end). To register or for
more information, contact Mike at (845)754-0743.

Saturday, May 14, 8 am
Spring Migration Warbler Walk with John Haas
We will meet at the “Stop Sign Parking Area” off Haven
Road at 8 am. Bring binoculars. We should see an array
of spring migrants including warblers, orioles, and
grosbeaks. We will move to the Nature Trail from there
and finish up at the Main Boat Launch. The walk will last
at least two hours.

Saturday, April 9, 8pm
Star Walk with Bob Fiore
Very dependent on weather! Meet at Haven Road DEC
parking lot (209 side). Call Bob to register and/or check
trip’s status at (845)498-9001.

Saturday, June 4, 8 am
Birding for Beginners with Scott Graber
Experience the variety of birdlife that inhabits the Bashakill
with naturalist Scott Graber. This walk will focus on the
basic identification of birds by sight and sound. If you’re
new to birding or have always wondered what birds exist
beyond your backyard, this is the field trip for you!
Binoculars are required and wear sturdy walking shoes.
We’ll meet at the Haven Road DEC parking lot (Rt. 209
side). Call Scott to register and/or for additional
information at 914-799-1313.

Saturday, April 16
35th Annual Basha Kill Clean-up
9:30-10am (Registration and site assignments)
Celebrate Earth Day! Enjoy a walk and fresh spring air
while ridding the wetlands of debris. Garbage bags are
provided. Wear boots, work gloves, and insect repellant.
Bring chairs as lunch, supplied by the BKAA, will be eaten
al fresco in the Haven Road DEC parking lot (209 side);
also event’s registration site. BKAA merchandise will be
on sale and door prizes awarded. Call Paula Medley at
(845)754-0743 for further information.

Sunday, June 5, 10 am
Happy for Herps with Bill Cutler
Join herpetologist Bill Cutler on a search for amphibians
and reptiles. Kids as well as adults love learning about
them. Bring binoculars. Meet at the Haven Road DEC
parking lot (209 side). Must register by calling Bill at
(845)482-5209.

Weekends from Saturday, April 16
through Sunday, June 19
Nature Watch at the South Road Boat Launch
Join trained BKAA Nature Watch Volunteers at the South
Road boat launch to learn more about the many residents
of this amazing wetland. View the nesting bald eagles and
other birds. Equipped with two powerful spotting scopes
and lots of information, the Volunteers will help you get to
know the Basha Kill a little better. Bring your children, other
family members and friends of all ages for some fun in the
outdoors! From 10:00 am to 4:00 pm every Saturday and
Sunday between April 16th and June 19th. Call Kevin
Keller at 845-434-6209 or Maryallison Farley at 845-8880261 for more details.

4

NEW EVENT — Sunday, June 12, 8am
Natural History Walk with Dr. Marty Borko
Stroll 2-3 miles on level terrain with Basha Kill naturalist
extraordinaire Dr. Marty Borko as you see and listen to
what’s nesting, growing, and maturing. Bring binoculars,
insect repellent, and wear good walking shoes. Meet at
the Stop Sign parking area off Haven Road. From Route
209, cross Haven Road bridge and take first left, just
before Haven Road ends at South Road. For information,
contact Marty Borko at (607)565-2636.
2016 CALENDAR continued on page 5
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2016 CALENDAR continued from page 4
Saturday, June 18, 8:30 pm
Moonlight Canoe/Kayak Adventure
with Scott Graber and Mike Medley
Experience the Basha Kill from a unique perspective! Bring
your own vessel and binoculars. Meet at South Road Boat
Launch. Must register and check trip’s status with Mike at
(845)754-0743.

Friday, August 19, 8:30 pm
Moonlight Walk with Gary Keeton
Amble along Haven Road and the Railroad Trail. Enjoy
moonrise over the ridge as you discuss the area’s natural
history. Meet at the Haven Road DEC parking lot (209
side). Contact Gary at (845)386-4892 for additional facts.
Saturday, September 24, 10am
Canoe/Kayak the Basha Kill
with Scott Graber and Mike Medley
Join naturalists Scott and Mike for a late season venture
on this first day of autumn. Bring your own vessel and
binoculars. Meet at the South Road Boat Launch. Call Mike
at (845)754-0743 to register and for more details.

Sunday, July 17, 5:30 am
Sunrise Walk with Gary Keeton
Rise and shine! Enjoy the Basha Kill’s wonders from a
different view. Bring binoculars. Meet at Haven Road DEC
parking lot (209 side). Call Gary at (845)386-4892 for
information.

Sunday, July 31, 10 am
History of D&H Canal with Gary Keeton
Join Gary for a walk through time. Ever wonder about local
stone walls and foundations? Curious about how people
farmed the rocky soils or the relationship between the
Basha Kill and Pine Kill? Oh, and learn about the canal,
too! Meet at the DEC access road on Route 209 across
from the Hometown Deli in Westbrookville. Bring
binoculars. Contact Gary at (845)386-4892 for particulars.

Sunday, October 9, 9:30 am
Hike the Shawangunk Ridge with Mike Medley
Moderately difficult hike, lasting 4-5 hours.
Wear
comfortable sturdy shoes and bring water, lunch and
binoculars. Meet at the D&H Canal Kiosk at the Pat Moore
Memorial Picnic Grove on Sullivan Street in Wurtsboro.
Must register by calling Mike at (845)754-0743.

Sunday, October 23, 9 am
Hike the Minisink Trail at Huckleberry State
Forest in the Town of Greenville with Mike Medley
Join Mike on a beautiful 5 mile loop hike on the
Shawangunk Ridge. Wear comfortable sturdy shoes and
bring water and lunch. Bring binoculars. Carpool or travel in
a caravan led by Mike. Meet at South Road fishing platform
(Westbrookville end) at 9:00am. Absolutely must register
for this trip by calling Mike at (845)754-0743.

Saturday, August 13, 10 am
Reprise of History of the D&H Canal with Gary Keeton
Join Gary for a walk through time. Ever wonder about local
stone walls and foundations? Curious about how people
farmed the rocky soils or the relationship between the
Basha Kill and Pine Kill? Oh, and learn about the canal,
too! Meet at the DEC access road on Route 209 across
from the Hometown Deli in Westbrookville. Bring
binoculars. Contact Gary at (845)386-4892 for particulars.

40 YEARS: HISTORY OF THE BKAA By Buff McAllister

Continued from the Winter 2015 / 2016 Guardian

COME CLEAN (2008 - )

months. Ten thousand burgundy, custom-designed bags
were ordered, and the project “went live” on July 12 at the
Founder’s Day celebration. They won third place in the
parade float competition, had a “fashion show” of bags, and
gave door prizes of bags with themed contents – such as a
“tea” bag, gardening bag, etc.

2008 Shopping Bags. An exciting new project spearheaded
by Patricia Diness and Cathy Dawkins (both of whom are
Nature Watch volunteers) had its kick-off event on April 16,
2008 at the Red Eft Gallery in Wurtsboro. Inspired by a
similar project in a town in England, the idea was to give
out a free reusable shopping bag to each household in
Wurtsboro, and sell others in village stores. They hoped to
discourage the use of plastic bags, which blow all over the
countryside, injure wildlife, and are practically immortal.

With donations from BKAA, Wurtsboro Board of Trade,
Sullivan and Wurtsboro Renaissances, O&R, and an
anonymous donor, the funding goal was met in only two

By the fall, they had already given out 8000 bags. On
September 8, the Sullivan County Legislature issued a
proclamation for a “Bring Your Own Bag” day for the whole
county.
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It was excellent project, not just for the bags themselves,
but for the widespread community involvement of so many
– Boy Scouts, neighborhood kids, local business owners,

History of BKAA continued on page 16
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BKAA Annual Clean Up Day Inspires PBS Nature
also from my ongoing love of the natural world. Nature Cat
Cat Episode Frances Nankin
was developed to encourage young children ages 3 to 7 to

It’s that time of year when the BKAA Annual Cleanup Day
goes on our kitchen calendar (Saturday, April 16th @
9:30). My husband and I look forward to this event every
year, not least because each year it seems we have less
trash to clean up! (Are our collective efforts actually
working?)

But also because we enjoy revisiting with friends our
favorite spots to welcome the familiar signs of spring.
How fortunate we are to have this wetland area in our
backyard!

I’ve had a lifelong passion for nature. I grew up in the
Ramapo Mountains at a time when we were allowed
(actually encouraged) to explore the woods and
meadows on our own, starting as very young children.
Without even knowing it, I was experiencing and learning
firsthand about the earth, life, physical and
environmental sciences—all disciplines I have drawn
upon in my subsequent work with children’s educational
media.

Currently, I am the Content Producer for Nature Cat, the
all new PBS Kids series that airs daily starting January
18th. I create the curriculum for each Nature Cat
episode, drawing from my past experiences with the
PBS Kids series Magic School Bus and Cyberchase, and

go outside to explore the natural world. My daughter, Jesse
McMahon, works with me, and as we develop each episode,
we try to give children ways to ‘play the show’—both through
imaginary games and first hand exploration and discovery.
We draw from fun activities children can engage with in their
backyards, in parks, on city streets as well as in
neighborhoods like ours in Sullivan County.

Because one of the episodes (called Muck Amok) was
inspired by BKAA’s Clean Up Day, on Saturday, December
5th, I shared the episode with members of the BKAA at the
Mamakating Library in Wurtsboro. I wanted to celebrate the
contribution the BKAA has made to a national PBS Kids
television series. Those who attended laughed out loud in
recognition of the bald eagle, dragonflies and heron that
open the scene at the marsh. And they appreciated the
characters’ efforts to haul the different trash items out of the
water. It’s astonishing, isn’t it—the things we collect each
year? Two shots from the Muck Amok episode are included
here.
If you would like to watch Muck Amok or another episode of
Nature Cat, you can view it online at pbskids.org/naturecat,
or on your favorite PBS station (e.g.Thirteen/WNET). Check
local listings for times.
See you at Clean Up Day!

Waterfowl Inside and Out

In December, the Holiday Duck Print Exhibit & Sale on
display at Morgan Outdoors Park room offered a unique
opportunity for a program celebrating the Bashakill. The
store’s exhibition room was hosting a fundraiser for a
wonderful local charity, Ride 2 Survive-Sullivan County,
which had been given a generous donation of duck prints
by a longtime collector. The walls were graced with 25
beautifully framed prints and duck stamps of species from
Mallards to Spectacled Eiders. What better time for BKAA
and Sullivan County Audubon member Lance
Verderame, to present a program about the variety of
waterfowl inhabiting and migrating through the Bashakill
Wildlife Management Area! Aptly titled “Duck’s Eye View
of the Bashakill”, Lance described why the “Bash” is one
of the region’s premier birding locations, with aerial views
of the wetland and neighboring Shawangunk Ridge and
photographs of the many species of waterfowl seen there.
John Haas, who contributed many of the photographs in
Lance’s program, brought copies of his book, "A Birding
Guide To: Sullivan County New York", to sign for holiday

Lisa M. Lyons, proprietor of Morgan Outdoors

giving and joined Lance for a very informative question and
answer session. All proceeds from book sales went directly
to the Basha Kill Area Association.

For more about Ride 2 Survive-Sullivan County, which
helps Sullivan County cancer patients with travel-totreatment expenses, visit www.ride2survivesullivan
county.org
Morgan Outdoors is located at 46 Main Street, Livingston
Manor, NY. Their colorful website is www.morganoutdoors.com and they are open year round.
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SEE
‘NATURE CAT’
ARTICLE
ON PAGE 6
Daisy puts up a
sign that says
‘No trash in the
wetlands!’

Nature Cat holds open the trash bag for those
ubiquitous styrofoam clamshell containers.
Duck Stamp Barrow’s
Goldeneye by Robert Steiner.
SEE ARTICLE
ON PAGE 6

Ducks Exhibit at Morgan
Outdoors for Ride 2 Survive.

Mallards by James Hautman. Photos by Lisa Lyons
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Remembering Tish Moore Paula Medley and Maryallison Farley

Tish’s family or to be a friend of hers, you experienced, like
me, her compassionate, caring assistance as a health
advocate/ patient advocate. Tish was there for you in that
situation. She just assumed that role very naturally and
gracefully. It’s what she did for so many of us. I will be
eternally grateful to her for the help that she provided when
I needed it in a health crisis. At her wake, another friend of
hers and I shared our memories of Tish. She, too, had
been helped by Tish. As a result, she called Tish her angel.
I affectionately called her the community case manager.
She had a rare gift for helping in these difficult situations.

Tish Moore was fearless, outspoken, and committed in
seeking justice upon learning that the massive Yukiguni
Maitake (YM) mushroom factory was proposed on land
adjacent to her’s (off McDonald Road), where she and
husband Kevin built their dream home. Unknown to them,
approval of Mamakating’s Master Plan in 2001 amended
zoning in the Moore’s district from residential-agricultural to
light industrial office, thus enabling YM’s development.

When YM’s plans were formally acknowledged in 2003,
Tish and I became comrades-in-arms in challenging YM’s
project, since the BKAA likewise opposed this mushroom
venture. While public advocacy/lobbying were “out of her
comfort zone,” Tish, nonetheless, courageously and
passionately spoke at town hearings and submitted
poignant written testimony, rendered more credible
because she would be directly impacted by YM activity.

She brought to her role as community health activist a
perfect combination of skills, education and personality
traits. Trained as a nurse, she worked for more than 30
years in that profession. Along with her clinical knowledge,
she had a fierce intelligence and questioning attitude. She
knew the healthcare system well, how it worked and how to
work around it. Tish could not be pushed around. She
would stick to a position and argue for that view, even with
people in white coats and with those in positions of
authority. Possessing that kind of personal strength is a
necessity if you are to be effective in dealing with the
intricacies and problematic aspects of the healthcare
system.

Tish was also an effective organizer, arranging heavy duty
strategy sessions, often disguised as fabulous brunches,
in her home. She definitely understood human nature. First
soothe people with a delectable repast and then engage
them in critical tactical efforts. At those meetings, Tish
frequently displayed her unique sense of humor in
partnership with neighbor and co-conspirator Jodi
Rubenstein. Together, they were hilarious with YM and/or
municipal officials the recipients of their barbs. How we
laughed! Their wittiness certainly eased tensions generated
by difficult circumstances.

You might get a better sense of what she did for so many
people with this brief sketch of how she helped me with my
health problem seven years ago. I had been admitted to a
local hospital with what turned out to be a very rare, GI
condition. My doctor worked to get me transferred to
Westchester Medical Center, a tertiary care center, where
he knew a highly respected physician specializing in gastric
surgery. However, because of a number of road blocks
created by the system, the transfer had not gone through
after three long days. My doctor basically put up his hands
and was stymied about the next move. In the meantime, I
TISH MOORE continued on page 10

Tish’s involvement peaked in January, 2006 when the
Moores sued Mamakating’s Zoning Board of Appeals and
YM over issuance of 4 variances. Despite a strong case,
their suit was dismissed in March by Sullivan County
Supreme Court Justice Robert Sackett, who routinely ruled
in YM’s favor. While Tish did not receive equity in this
matter, her indispensable contributions resulted in the
ultimate justice as there is “NO MUSHROOM PLANT!”

On a personal note, Tish was a loyal, nurturing presence in
my life, transporting me to chemotherapy, preparing
exquisite meals, and once sending a GIGANTIC Christmas
card, because I am a card mailing fanatic.

IN MEMORIAM:

DEBORAH KURZEJEWSKI,
DR. DOUGLAS McBRIDE
and
AL NIEDERMEYER

Like Paula and many other members of the BKAA
community, I got to know Tish through her environmental
activism at the time of the fight against the Yukiguni Maitake
mushroom plant. Later I came to know her as a community
activist in a completely different arena, as she assisted
family members and friends to effectively navigate the
healthcare system when they faced difficult situations with
their health.
If you unfortunately found yourself dealing with a serious
health problem but were lucky enough to be a member of

Spring 2016
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It is with profound sadness that the BKAA announces
the passing of valued members, Deborah Kurzejewski,
Dr. Douglas McBride, and Al Niedermeyer, whose
loyalty and long-time support are gratefully
acknowledged. We send heartfelt condolences to
John, Carol, their families and friends.
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2016 BKAA Camper Scholarships

This year a RECORD nine applicants received scholarships
to DEC environmental camps in the Catskills/Adirondacks
and furnished requisite paperwork within the prescribed
deadline. We are thrilled that these young people will enjoy
DEC camp experiences that will enhance their
environmental knowledge and sensitivities. Below are the
BKAA mandated essays that accompanied these 2016
scholarship applications.

safe. At STEM class in school, we are studying how to be
engineers. Engineers are good at solving problems. If I
focus on the problems with our environment, I may be able
to help improve the world. A week away at camp would be
amazing.

AIDAN KELLY

I live in Goshen and am in the 8th grade at C. J. Hooker
Middle School.

CLAUDIA BELTRAN

I would like to go to the summer camp because I love to be
outdoors to fish, hunt, and hike through the woods to look
for wildlife. Most books I read and TV shows I watch are
about animals and their environment. One of my hobbies
is fish tank design. I like to go online and look at the fishes’
natural habitat and try and copy it. I’m interested in learning
about conservation, because I want to be a DEC officer one
day.

I reside in New York City, where I am in the 9th grade at
the Beacon School.

Ever since I was young, I have been interested in the
environment. I was born and raised in New York City, but
since I was seven, my parents and I started coming to
upstate New York every weekend to our country house in
Westbrookville. I have always been concerned about the
environment and am always looking for ways to conserve
our forests. We humans cut down these innocent animals’
homes every day without thinking about the consequences
to the different species that inhabit them as well as our own
futures. I especially love the Bashakill because it is a place
where wildlife thrives and is protected from development.
Also, it is a great place for people to enjoy the wildlife and
realize why it is so important to protect our environment.
Overall, the environment interests me because it is where
we live and where our future generations will live also, if we
can preserve it.

WAYNE KRATZ

Hi - my name is Wayne and I’m 12 years old. I live in
Liberty, New York and attend Liberty Middle School.

I’m part of my local Boy Scout Troop #717, 4-H Shooting
Sports, and 4-H Jack and Jills. I love to go on hikes in the
woods and rock climbing. I also am looking forward to
hunting with my bow this year. I hope I am picked because
it will be a great opportunity for me. I thank you.
JORDAN MEYERHOFF

I am a Junior at Minisink Valley High School.

JESSICA BLAKESLEY

I am hoping to be considered as a recipient of one of the
BKAA DEC Camp scholarships. Since I am 17 years old,
the third Pack Forest session, Outdoor Adventures, is the
one I hope to attend. Thanks to your generosity, I was able
to attend this same session last summer, and I had an
amazing experience. I would be honored to go again. I still
keep in touch with many of my friends that I made last
summer and I’m hoping to see some of them this time
around. My time at Pack Forest last summer helped
deepen my appreciation of the North Woods and, since
then, my passion for the natural world has only increased.
I feel strongly about preserving the environment because
again and again it has provided me with unparalleled peace
and pleasure from its many wonders.

I am 13 years old, an 8th grade student in Monticello RJK
Middle School, and live at Wolf Lake.

I am a member of National Junior Honor Society and am on
the soccer, track, and alpine ski teams. I like to be
outdoors. I am interested in fishing on the lake,fly fishing,
and tying flies. I am interested in hunting. I completed the
hunter safety course and practice shooting my bow and 22
as often as I can. I like camping, swimming, biking, and
snowboarding. I kayaked the Bashakill in the early spring
and watched all the different turtles and was lucky to see
the eagles and their nest. I think nature is very interesting
and love watching birds and turtles, learning more about
their habitats.

Thank you for your time and please consider me.

I would like to be picked by Camp DeBruce to come back
in the future as a camp helper when I am old enough.

DANYLE MORGAN

MATTHEW CROSBY

I live in West Milford, New Jersey, where I am in the 7th
grade at Macopin Middle School.

I am interested in the DEC environmental education camp.
We only have one planet to live on and we must keep it

Spring 2016
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Hi! My name is Danyle Morgan and I will be 12 in April. I
live in Westbrookville and attend 6th grade at Hamilton
Bicentennial School in Cuddebackville, New York.
I was chosen by you to attend the summer camp program
at Camp DeBruce last year and I had a really great time
there. I am hoping that you will choose me again this year.
SCHOLARSHIPS continued on page 10
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BKAA Jack Orth
Memorial Scholarship

SCHOLARSHIPS continued from page 9
I know that there is still a lot of things that I would like to
see and enjoy, plus I am interested in learning more about
our environment. I think that when you are outdoors you
really learn something every time. The camp counselors
were really fun and they had some great stories and I know
that they wanted me back because they said I was a great
camper.
I look forward to being accepted again as a camper at
DeBruce and I hope that I will be chosen for this adventure.
Thank you for taking time to consider me for camp again
this year!
SKY PERRY
I live in Loch Sheldrake and am in the 8th grade at
Fallsburg Jr/Sr High School.
I am interested in the environment because the way you
treat the environment is the way you will get treated by
nature like, if you litter, you may pollute the air you breathe.
I am very interested in nature and hope to learn so much
more about it. Recent camps I went to I really liked, so
this year I am pumped up and ready to learn.
LUKAS REDZIMSKI
I live in Wurtsboro and am in the 6th grade at RJK Middle
School in Monticello.
I would like to go to an environmental camp because I
would like to learn how to save our planet and be more
resourceful. Some of the things I do to keep the
environment clean is using fuel for our pellet stove that
does not contribute to global warming. My family and I also
use spare things to make new things. We also try to keep
the environment clean by keeping the side of the road and
our yard clean. This is why I would love to go to
environmental camp so we can keep our wonderful world
healthy.

Marcia Briggs Wallace

Our members will recall that the Jack Orth legacy, left to
the BKAA, was turned over to Sullivan County Community
College (SCCC) in 2003 to fund scholarships in the
environmental sciences. Currently, two majors at SCCC
are involved—Environmental Studies and Green Building
Maintenance and Management. Happily, the college has
identified another qualified recipient—Devan Jurgens, who
is a Green Building Maintenance and Management major.
He was a 2014 graduate of Livingston Manor High School
in Sullivan County. He is a fourth semester full time
student at SCCC and has completed 51 credits with a
grade point average (GPA) of 3.23. This semester he is
enrolled in Environmental Economics, Care of Green
Spaces, Troubleshooting Green Building Systems, Green
Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC), and a
Practical Seminar in Green Technologies. We have
included a picture of Devan Jurgens (page 13) as well as
his qualifying essay (page 11) for the BKAA Jack Orth
Memorial Scholarship.

NEWS BRIEFS:

Paula Medley

Linda Lou Bartle, Tish Moore
(Posthumously), and Phillipsport
Community Center Among Mamakating
Democratic Committee Honorees

Touting “A Partnership for Mamakating’s Future:
Community and Government Working Together,” the
Mamakating Democratic Committee recognized those
who have made a difference at a special brunch on April
3, at the Eagle’s Nest in Bloomingburg.

TISH MOORE continued from page 8

Receiving accolades were BKAA board member and
water testing coordinator, Linda Lou Bartle – Bald Eagle
Environmental Award, Carol Gillen – Wurts Award for
Business Development, Tish Moore – Lifetime
Achievement, Phillipsport Community Center – Historic
Preservation, and Stosh Zamonsky – Excellence in
Government.

was very sick, drugged up with the pain killer dilaudid and
in a holding pattern.

At that point, all was not lost because Tish found out that I
was in the hospital and came onto the scene. The energy
in my room shifted as she strode into the hospital room.
Even though I had another wonderful friend constantly by
my side, a loving partner and other friends and family
involved, it was Tish who was the effective catalyst for
change in this situation, using her skills, knowledge and
ability to work with people. Within two more days, I was
transferred to Westchester. She had collaborated with the
attending physician to circumvent the obstacles blocking
my care.

With Tish involved, you just knew that you were in good
hands and that you were being taking care of. Tish Moore,
truly appreciated as a wonderful friend and as both an
environmental and health activist, will be sorely missed by
many.
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Congratulations to all!

Tee Shirt Bonanza!

10

Marcia Briggs Wallace

Thanks to the generous donations of many of our
members, we have been able to replenish our supply of
tee shirts with some 90 new items! And, even more
exciting, our expanded inventory includes a number of
new colors along with many of the old favorites. This
“bonanza” will first be on display at the Basha Kill CleanUp on Saturday, April 16, and available, of course, for
purchase. See you there!
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Ravensbeard Wildlife Center’s Educational Program
Kicks Off 2016 at the Wurtsboro Winter Festival
Ellen J. Kalish, Director

It has been a great privilege to work with the dedicated
members and volunteers of the Basha Kill Area Association
again starting off the new year. Ravensbeard Wildlife
Center’s program began with a warm welcome from
President, (and the incredible multitasker), Paula Medley.
This year, the BKAA sponsored our presentation at the
Community Church of Wurtsboro’s Fellowship Hall to
celebrate Wurtsboro’s Winterfest. It was a warm day for
February and grandly attended.
As part of our mission we enjoy visiting different communities
with our live birds of prey and lead interactive programs
discussing the natural history and revealing the secret lives of
these rarely viewed predators. These birds are not pets; they
have been brought to the center for an injury or illness and for
various reasons, cannot be released back into the wild. If
they pass the test of life in captivity, tolerate human contact
and present a calm disposition, only then will they be chosen
as educational representatives. This year we brought a Redtailed Hawk, Barn Owl, Barred Owl, American Kestrel and
Eastern Screech Owl as our ambassadors for a very personal
experience.
Our lecture touched upon what makes owls different from
hawks. We explained the physical differences along with the
subtle similarities; why each species has survived and
prospered, along with many questions and stories from the
audience. Our respectful attendees including the children,
were captivated by looking into an owl’s eyes and seeing their
perceived intense wisdom. However, the more we learn often
leads us to discover how little we knew. In truth, owls are not
wise: they’re amazing silent hunters with extra-large eyes to
collect the ambient light leaving little room in their skull for a
brain. They are some of the most effective and efficient
hunters we have in the Northeast. Their keen ability allows
them to see ultra-violet hues left behind on field trails by
foraging rodents. Their ears are adapted to hear surroundsound symphonies that allow them to locate their prey in
complete darkness. Owls are in fact opportunists that sit in
silence and wait for a meal to happen along.
Hawks on the other hand are completely visual hunters and
vary their diet with prey that is active during the daylight hours.
They build stick nests high in densely shaded trees and
protect their nesting sites with tenacity. The territory of a hawk
is much larger than that of an owl, frequenting their fertile
hunting grounds sometimes miles away with patience, skill
and precision.
Throughout the program questions are encouraged, always
adding an enriching dimension. It’s great to hear from the
audience, sightings and experiences often spark
conversations that we can all learn from. The room was so

engaged, respectful of the birds and each other, that at times
you could hear a pin drop. Aside from a few adults, the
children knew many facts and could I.D. each bird I
presented.
Someone asked if there was an increase in wildlife calls each
year? The answer is yes, we have seen our numbers

RAVENSBEARD continued on page 12

Winning Recipient Devan
Jurgens’ Essay for BKAA Jack
Orth Memorial Scholarship

My name is Devan Jurgens and I’m a full time fourth
semester Green Building Maintenance and Management
major at SUNY Sullivan. I have enjoyed this curriculum
since this field is multifaceted covering information on
passive house building, utilizing renewable products,
implementing solar energy, wind turbines, caring for green
spaces, basic electrical and learning the new building
codes. Professor Reeger is incredibly knowledgeable and
brings so much real world experience to the classroom
which has sustained my interest and has inspired me.
I’ve always been an outdoorsman with a tremendous
respect for nature and appreciation for the environment,
especially our nation’s preserved open spaces after
camping trips to over 10 National Parks. Locally I’ve
enjoyed hiking to the fire tower at Balsam Mountain, day
trips in Minnewaska and kayaking at Mongaup Pond and
the wetlands of the Basha Kill. To now learn about green
products, renewable energy and how people can leave
less of a carbon footprint has expanded the way I view our
place in this big world; it’s helped to broaden my
appreciation from a new perspective.
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When I look to my personal future, my goals are geared
toward doing something that has a minimal environmental
impact that is rewarding and challenging for me. I don’t
have a specific project, but more of an interest that I would
like to explore. After graduating I plan to stay in this
beautiful area and become a wind energy technician
possibly at the wind farm in Waymart, Pennsylvania. This
technology is fascinating, but I must admit I’m not a huge
fan of heights so this may be a drawback. My other interest
is utilizing solar energy. I find it exciting that it’s becoming
more readily available for the average homeowner. I had
the pleasure of meeting a local installer that came into
class last semester and I was impressed with the amount
of business he was doing. The idea of showing people how
they can do their part to harness the sun’s energy is
appealing.
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Sam’s Point’s Verkeerderkill Trail to Receive
Some Love This Year
Soña Mason - NY/NJ Trail Conference West Hudson Program Coordinator

who would like to give back to the park. Park staff is
providing protective gear, tools and snacks. Volunteers of
all sizes and abilities are welcome. Be sure to let us know
ahead of time when to expect you, so that we can plan
accordingly.

(President’s Note: The Trail Conference is a long-time
invaluable BKAA partner. Our organization strongly
supports the Conference’s Shawangunk Ridge work and
urges interested members to participate in the following
efforts.)

Have you seen the wonderful waterfall with that odd name,
which literally translates as “wrong creek falls”? Well, a
swoon-worthy drone video of it went viral, and captured
the imaginations of countless people around the region,
resulting in droves of hikers, walkers and strollers visiting
the region, along with their dogs, toy dogs and toddlers.
Even the most blustery, coldest, wettest days don’t keep
them away. The lure is strong.

We are starting off with a half-day clipping party on
Saturday April 23rd, at 9am, to clear the work sites
enough to allow hikers to pass safely.

Followed by a Stone Turnpike-building weekend from
Friday April 29th through Sunday May 1st.

Saturday May 7th, I Love my Parks Day, will be a Ditchand-Deberm Trail-U workshop, an easy day with instantly
gratifying results.

The cliffs, with their exposed conditions and thin cover of
soil, take a lot of beating from the weather. Add to it heavy
foot traffic, and you have an eroded and water-logged trail.
Such is the current state of the 1.7-mile Verkeerderkill Trail.
Several parents and owners of small dogs complain of
bicep strain having to continuously lift their precious parcel
up over sharp exposed rocks and wet spots. People teeter
along the angled tops of these rocks to avoid wet feet. It is
quite apparent that this once back-country trail is now a
popular front-country trail.

May 13 - 15 are more rock-work days, removing rock
obstacles and setting them in a manner to make the path
more walkable.
September 24th, the Hudson Nor’Westers will return to
teach a Stepping Stone/Turnpike Trail-U workshop.

Signing up is easy: look up our web calendar:
http://nynjtc.org/calendar and just click on the dates you
would like to sign up for. A confirmation email will be sent
to you with details of where to meet, what to bring, and
what to expect for that day

Starting this spring, the Trail Conference is partnering with
Sam’s Point Park staff to improve as much of the trail as
possible, and make it more walkable. Two all-volunteer
crews - the Long Distance Trail Crew and the Hudson
Nor’Westers - have offered their time and expertise to set
aside some dates to begin the work, and to train anyone

Fun fact: did you know that Sam’s Point, after many years
of management by the Nature Conservancy, is now a State
Park and falls under the management of Minnewaska
State Park Preserve?

RAVENSBEARD continued from page 11
climbing, but it doesn’t necessarily mean more animals are in
trouble. My belief is that there is a deeper and broader
community awareness. More people are sympathetic to the
sight of an animal in distress and realize that many wildlife
accidents are due to human intervention and suburban
encroachment. Along with the internet, these concerned folks
have been active in reaching out with a phone call to their local
wildlife rehabilitator, veterinarian or the NYSDEC. A little
curiosity and concern go a long way when it comes to saving
the life of an animal.
The New York State Wildlife Rehabilitation Council (NYSWRC)
has an on-line directory of every rehabber by county, including
their town, phone number and what kind of wildlife they work
with. We by law, are licensed. It is illegal to practice any kind
of rehab without a license. However, it is legal to transport all
species to and from a wildlife rehabilitator. Our job begins
then.
Ravensbeard is a not-for-profit wildlife rehabilitation facility

specializing in birds of prey for over 15 years. Additionally,
we will aid in the placement of any injured or orphaned animal
with the most appropriate and competent licensed
rehabilitator. Our goal is to rescue and release our patients
back into the wild. Each patient receives an initial exam to
determine the illness or injury. The patient is then stabilized
and a decision is made if it needs to be seen by a veterinarian.
Then, we prepare them for a second chance at life.
Our income is dependent upon educational programs, special
fund raising events and the generosity of personal donations.
We cannot charge for our services. Ravensbeard can also
bring some special guests to your child’s birthday or private
party. Please feel free to help in our cause to protect wildlife.
We hope to better our community consciousness through
wildlife education. All donations are gratefully accepted!
Our new address: Ravensbeard Wildlife Center, Inc. , ℅ Ellen
J. Kalish, 4 Highwoods Road, Saugerties, NY 12477.
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Devan Jurgens.
See Jack Orth story - page 10
View from Verkeerderkill Trail (below)
Verkeerderkill Falls (right)
Photos by Soña Mason - Story pg. 12

Wild Turkeys

Photo by
David S. Heaphy
– see story pg. 14
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Wild Turkeys in New York: Past, Present & Future:
A Part of The Shawangunk Ridge Biodiversity
Partnership Lecture Series
Susan O’Neill

One of the more interesting features of the Basha Kill is that
it includes diverse habitats. The Catskills differ from the
valley in the species that are found and the valley differs
from the Shawangunk Ridge. On the Ridge itself, extending
from the Delaware River to the Hudson, there are many
fascinating fauna, flora and landscapes; 30,000 wild acres
worth. Managing a tract of this size is beyond the scope of
one group. We are fortunate in our area that the
Shawangunk Ridge Biodiversity Partnership (SRBP)
watches over this unique area. The SRBP includes the New
York State Department of Environmental Conservation, the
New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation, the Palisades Interstate Park Commission,
The Mohonk Preserve, The Nature Conservancy, the
NY/NJ Trail Conference and the Cragsmoor Association.
Just as the mission of the BKAA includes education as well
as preservation, the SRBP presents information on
biodiversity and conservation. This winter featured a
lecture series, Secrets of the Shawangunks, dealing with a
variety of topics on the natural world that would be of
interest to the general public. Lectures were offered at
SUNY Ulster in Stone Ridge and SUNY New Paltz. Topics
included Hudson River Painters: Then and Now, on the
world famous art movement inspired by the natural beauty
of our area; The Southern Pine Beetle, a menace to forests
that has spread northward to our area; and Plant and
Animal Mimicry, an adaptation of many living things that
come to bear a resemblance to another species in terms of
color, shape sound or smell that renders them less
attractive to predators.

The lecture that I was able to attend was Wild Turkeys in
New York: Past, Present & Future. Contrary to the beliefs of
some of my colleagues who wondered where I was headed
on a frigid Thursday night after work, the topic had nothing
to do with eponymous bottles of bourbon or really bad
Hollywood movies. Crossing the dark campus in eleven
degree weather and surviving an experiment where an
irresistible force — a student on a skateboard whose vision
was obscured by his hoodie — nearly meets an immovable
mass — my middle-age-spreading self swathed in winter
clothing layers, I wondered if I would be one of the few to
show up at such a time and place. What a turkey I was to
think that! The turnout was so overwhelming that the lecture
was moved to an auditorium in another building. Ably
presented by Mike Schiavone, a New York State DEC
Biologist, the presentation about these large, iridescent

birds fascinated a crowd of all ages.

As in a really good Hollywood movie, the history of the wild
turkey in New York State follows a definite story arc — from
Fall to Rise to Fall(ish). By the end of the nineteenth
century, over-hunting and deforestation had extirpated the
birds from our state. In 1948, the neighboring state of
Pennsylvania still had a small number left and gave some
turkeys to New York in order to re-establish the bird
population. Abandoned farms reverting to forest reversed to
some extent the trend of the previous century, and turkey
numbers grew. By the first years of our current century, the
turkey population was booming, aided in part by a rabies
epidemic that decimated raccoons and other nest
predators. New York was able to donate birds to some New
England states that needed to rebuild their own
populations. Population peaked in 2001 at about 300,000
gobblers. They have been in a steady decline ever since.
Factors that may be to blame include a decrease in habitat,
an increase in predators, and wet weather in spring or
summer that hurts breeding and survival of young. One
possible factor that has been pretty well eliminated from
consideration is the lymphoproliferative disease virus,
although it is sometimes responsible for the development of
cancerous tumors in turkeys and is definitely responsible
for the creepiest photo in the slide presentation.
Anyone who has seen a tom turkey displaying his
gorgeous, rainbow-hued plumage in the sun or been
amazed by the stealth by which these large birds move
through the forest in absolute silence, or watched a turkey
hen shepherd her chicks in the quest for food, must be
impressed by these birds who have all the dignity and
wiliness their domesticated cousins lack. I hope the studies
of biologist such as Mr. Schiavone will continue to find ways
to help this living symbol of America. I thank the SRBP for
bringing us this very interesting series.
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GeoTourism Map for the Scenic,
Wild Delaware River
Incorporates the Bashakill
Wildlife Management Area

POETRY CORNER:

America the Beautiful

Silvia Di Giulio-Colella
The distant humming of airplanes give no rest, for a
brain thinking of the past.
Bells ringing, announcing the armistice of WWII. I
was there too. Hanging on to my mother’s skirt as
she searched for dandelions.
So that with several potatoes,
She would prepare a victory meal for Partisans and
escaped Americans.
I like not to be a pest, let’s put the past to rest.
It pleases the eye to see its muggy outside.
Still warm, don’t have to wear a dozen frozen socks
to shock my balance upright.
Its said “it’s a warning the earth is warming”
Can’t be, with the stars so bright at night.
Recurrences are celebrated,
how is men’s introspection rated?

Maryallison Farley

In January, the BKAA nominated the Bashakill Wildlife
Management Area (WMA) to be a part of the exciting, new
GeoTourism Project for the Scenic, Wild Delaware River.
Sponsored by National Geographic Maps, this program will
produce an interactive GeoTourism Map, inaugurated in
May, showcasing the natural and cultural attractions of the
Scenic and Wild Delaware River region. The geographic
area defined by this project includes Sussex & Warren
counties in New Jersey; Delaware, Orange & Sullivan
counties in New York and Pike & Wayne counties in
Pennsylvania, all linked by the Delaware River.

Using endorsements from community members and
organizations like the BKAA, the resulting GeoTourism
Map travel guide will highlight places (natural, cultural and
aesthetic resources) most appreciated by local residents.
Nominating the WMA in the Natural Areas category
required providing a site description, detailing recreational
opportunities and seasonal accessibility, along with
relating protocol for pets. In the contact section, for more
information on the WMA, we listed Paula Medley, BKAA,
Roberta Byron Lockwood, Sullivan County Visitors
Association, Valerie Freer, Sullivan County Audubon
Society and Sona Mason, NY/NJ Trail Conference.

Policy Workshop:
Zoning for Solar Energy
Christine Saward

On Wednesday, March 2, 2016, I attended an In-Depth Policy
Workshop on Zoning for Solar Energy, presented by NY-Sun
PV Trainers Network. The NY-Sun PVTN (training.nysun.ny.gov) aims to lower the installation cost and expand
adoption of solar PV systems throughout the state. The
material included an overview of community net metering with
a focus on shared solar. We were offered strategies and best
practices for developing a clear, comprehensive and
enforceable solar permitting and regulatory framework
focused on large scale solar projects.

With our nomination facing severe deadline pressures, four
local photographers quickly stepped up and shared
beautiful images of the Bashakill. Thanks to Kevin
Kreischer, Eleanor Knieriemen, John Haas and Justin
Schmidt for their photos which are posted as a key part of
our nomination.
While the Scenic, Wild Delaware GeoTourism Map is being
constructed, follow its development at http://delaware
river.natgeotourism.com.

There were sample provisions for permitted uses, dimensional
standards, developmenta standards and definitions. Jessica
Bacher of the Land Use Law Center of Pace Law School
spoke about Land Use Authority and how zoning must be in
accordance with the Comprehensive Plan. She spoke about
defining solar energy systems and 4 factors to consider:
system type, energy usage, bulk and area, and energy
capacity, giving examples of each.

We were also given a Model Solar Zoning Law that New York
State Energy Research and Development Authority
(NYSERDA) and NY-Sun PV Trainers Network have been
developing. They are being pro-active in formulating
guidelines, as solar development is new but expanding in New
York State.
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I attended as the Mamakating Town Board liaison for
Agriculture and Sustainability, as well as a BKAA board
member. The Town has been considering the possibility of
utilizing solar but there are environmental impacts to be
considered. I found the workshop to be informative, yet a little
technical for me. Nevertheless, I learned more about solar,
especially large community shared projects, which was the
focus of the workshop. The audience included Land Use
members, Municipal Planning/Building Dept. staff, elected
officials, county government, developers and planners.
Mamakating was well represented with Bill Herrmann Supervisor, Alex Goodman - Planning Board, myself - Town
Council, Cathy Owens - County Legislator, Paula Medley BKAA Board President.
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The Rural Community
Coalition

Mild Winter, Early Spring
John Haas

Christine Saward

I think it’s safe to say that we all enjoyed this mild winter.
By late February the ice was gone from the Bashakill.
There was no snow on the ground and travelling around
the Bashakill this winter was easier than most years. By
the first of March, waterfowl were arriving at the Bashakill
in good numbers. Common and Hooded Mergansers,
Northern Pintail, Mallard, Black Ducks, Wood Ducks,
Common Goldeneye, Bufflehead, Green-winged Teal and
American Wigeon could all be found. Several of these
ducks were in huge rafts in excess of 100 individuals, all
of this much earlier than we would normally see. As
birding groups moved about the Bashakill, more early
signs of spring could be seen. Trees and bushes were
already budding and always an early sprouter, Skunk
Cabbage was up the first week of March as well. Early in
the month, both pairs of eagles were on their nests
incubating eggs. The good weather should insure a
successful breeding season for them. For those of us who
enjoy an evening stroll at the Bashakill, there were early
signs of spring by late February. American Woodcock
were peenting on the milder than usual evenings.

The Rural Community Coalition (RCC) is a grassroots
citizens group started about 4 years ago to monitor and
fight high density housing and building being done without
permits. They held a meeting on Monday, March 7 to
update people on what is currently happening. There are
various lawsuits being monitored. RCC spoke of the
upcoming Bloomingburg and Wurtsboro Village elections.
They reviewed the settlement of the Sullivan County
Legislature in the federal case of Moshe Smilowitz et al
vs. The Sullivan County Board of Elections regarding
possible illegitimate voter registrations.

Their upcoming fundraiser is a raffle for 2 season lawn
passes which includes free chairs to Bethel Woods Center
for the Arts. Tickets are $10 each or 3 for $25 and can be
purchased at the Quickway Diner in Bloomingburg.
Drawing takes place May 5th.

History of BKAA continued from page 5
activist environmentalists and those favoring development
– in a project beneficial to all.

By the second week of March, Scott Baldinger was already
hearing Virginia Rails along the Birch Trail! On March 9th,
the temperature hit a record setting 80 degrees! The
Bashakill was filled with kayakers, boaters, fishermen, dog
walkers, hikers and bikers, all taking advantage of the
record warmth. While some quipped of signs of “Global
Warming”, I just enjoyed not being in what last year would
have been single digit temps. Things moved quickly that
week.

2009 Light bulbs. In 2009, the focus was on light bulbs,
specifically compact fluorescent lights bulbs (CFL) which
reduce our carbon footprint and save on electricity. They
again got donations and grants, and again involved
children in the project. Students at the Emma Chase
School who signed a pledge to use them were give four
free bulbs. Business owners and services such as the
ambulance corps were also given bulbs. Over 2000 bulbs
were given out in the Wurtsboro community. Over the next
four years, they should save almost a billion watts of
energy, and over $160,000 in electric costs for the
community.

2011 Garden. In a new focus in its goal of environmental
beautification, the project selected a business property in
the heart of Wurtsboro (the building housing the Catskill
Soap Company, the Laundry Center, and the Custom
Tailor Shop) for a custom garden makeover. They planned
the garden, dug the area, planted new herbs, shrubs,
grasses and annuals, and put in a bench. A neighbor,
Gary Dodd, became actively involved. He started out by
helping to install a rain barrel, but by the end of the project,
Mr. Dodd had installed two rain barrels, rerouted an
existing gutter, and provided a custom black iron trellis for
the clematis!
GAS DRILLING (FRACKING) (2008 - )

This is one of the hottest topics for debate, and one of the
most potentially disastrous proposals for the environment
now on the horizon. As much of the country’s natural gas
has already been extracted with conventional methods,

History of BKAA continued on page 21
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Our first rarity of the season showed up when a large skein
of migrating Canada Geese flew over the Deli Fields.
Right in front of the group was a CACKLING GOOSE!
This is only the second individual of this species we have
had at the Bashakill. Just two days later, as I watched
several large skeins of migrating Canada Geese, two
flocks dropped out of the sky, landing at the Bashakill. As
they descended, I heard a different species of goose
calling. I got on the birds as soon as they landed and saw
that a GREATER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE was among
them. This is a rare visitor from Greenland and also only
the second recorded at the Bashakill. This bird remained
for nearly three days, being seen by 18 happy birders
while it remained. In an unlikely coincidence, I was
meeting a friend at the Exit 113 Commuter Parking Lot on
Saturday morning at 6:20 a.m., when a large skein took
off from the Bashakill, coming directly over the parking lot.
The Greater White-fronted Goose was right in the first
group to pass overhead, heading to the far north for its
spring breeding season. It’s been a beautiful spring, and
it hasn’t even started yet!
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The BKAA Sponsors a Program on Cerro Blanco:
Maintaining a Protected Ecuadorian Forest,
Including an Interview with Director Eric Horstman
Jane Johnson and Truth Muller

On Wednesday evening, February 3, the BKAA hosted a
lively event in the Fellowship Hall of the Community Church
of Wurtsboro. In spite of the chilly, foggy weather, an
enthusiastic and diverse group of Basha Kill board
members and supporters, birders, Spanish teachers,
travelers interested in Ecuador, and environmentalists in
general turned out to hear Eric Horstman, director of the
Cerro Blanco Protected Forest in Ecuador. Eric showed a
DVD of the biodiverse forest and a Power Point
presentation of the work of his staff and volunteers in
conservation and education. He shared their challenges,
with the park situated only a few minutes from Guayaquil,
the biggest city in Ecuador, population three million. Just
some of the encroachments are from poachers, hunters,
loggers, squatters who buy or rent from land traffickers,
noise pollution, and government and private pressure to
allow a highway to be built through the park.
Earlier in the week, Eric visited the Basha Kill for
the first time. Below are his impressions:

“The Eastern Deciduous Forest in winter that I
experienced reminds me a little of dry, tropical forests when
the tree leaves fall to conserve water. I see the bare,
leafless trees along the path and envision them leafed out
in the spring. Much seems to be asleep. Although the day
is relatively balmy, at around 40 degrees, there is not much
activity to be seen. Ducks and Canada Geese out on the
water provide a backdrop. I marvel at an open reserve that
allows access for a diverse group of users. I wish we could
have that at Cerro Blanco, but it seems that some people
aren’t ready for it—as trees with scrawled graffiti carved into
their trunks attest. Mike Medley, my guide, explains a little
of the development pressures the area is experiencing—
Japanese mushroom farms, among others. This has a
familiar ring to it, developments in Ecuador with the same
premise: people who look at a natural area and see a blank
space waiting to be filled. Someone has said that if you
don’t love an area, you won’t value and protect it.
Environmental education is key.”

The following are comments about the evening from some
of the attendees:

“I was impressed by how knowledgeable and dedicated
Eric and his staff were, as

seen in the DVD, just like the members of the BKAA. I was
sorry to learn that they faced the same sort of struggles as
the Basha Kill has. I learned that for Cerro Blanco, as with

the Basha Kill, the hope lies with the younger generation,
whose love of nature is being nurtured by educational
programs and by having the opportunity to spend time in
beautiful natural areas.”

“It’s people like Eric who make all the difference to these
fabulous places that might otherwise fall to the modern
development that plagues these countries, or even our
own. I think the role he plays is very similar to the role the
BKAA plays in protecting the Basha Kill. When we get to
see presentations such as this, we marvel at the unique
wildlife and birds that occur there. The truth is that our area,
the Basha Kill, is just as special, and observers from other
countries experience the same amazement as we do when
we see these DVDs. You may recall the visit from our
friends from the Netherlands last year, and how impressed
they were with the Basha Kill.”

“Eric has done great things in a difficult environment, mostly
by staying true to his cause and trusting that he is doing
the right thing. This reminded me of the work done by Paula
and the BKAA. We should all have such bravery and
confidence. I was impressed by the turnout, considering it
was a weeknight, and the attention shown by the audience.”

There were suggestions about how the BKAA
members and Cerro Blanco staff might stay in contact with
each other. To begin with, Eric invited those who were
interested to look at the Cerro Blanco blogspot, where he
will post an article about his recent visit.

The BKAA Guardian has had two articles about
Cerro Blanco: in Summer 2014 and Autumn 2015. For this
current issue, Truth Muller interviewed Eric about the
history of his twenty-five years of efforts to maintain a
unique ecosystem.
T.M.: Let’s start with some questions about you: Where did
you grow up?

E.H.: I was born and raised in the small town of Weaverville,
California, located near Mount Shasta. An accident at the
age of six changed my life. I was severely burned in a
house fire with third degree burns over 60% of my body,
which at the time (1970) were usually fatal. I lost a oneyear-old brother and a four-year-old cousin in the same
accident. The burn ward I was in for several months after
the fire was about as far away from nature as you can get—

everything sterilized to avoid infections and nothing from
the outside allowed in, like flowers or games. My mom
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would read stories to me at night before visiting hours
ended. One of my favorites was about fish that do strange
things, such as the African lungfish that can live for years at
the bottom of a riverbed in a state of dormancy until the
rains finally come, or the archerfish from Asia that shoots
jets of water to knock down insects from streamside
vegetation. The nurses snuck some goldfish and guppies
from the pediatrics ward, and I kept them for awhile in Dixie
cups and would enjoy getting up and feeding them and
admiring their colors. The nurses could have gotten into a
lot of trouble with their supervisors but recognized that I
needed this connection with other living beings to help me
in my own healing process. I have never looked back!
T.M.: Where did you get your education?

E.H.: I took a roundabout path to get to where I am now. I
studied journalism at Humboldt State University, then
transferred to the School for International Training (S.I.T.) in
Brattleboro, Vermont, and graduated from the World Issues
Program with a B.A. in International Studies. As part of the
S.I.T. program I had internships at the Charles Darwin
Research Station in the Galapagos Islands and in the Saba
Conservation Foundation in the Caribbean. I received
Master’s degrees from the Universidad Agraria del Ecuador
in Sustainable Development, and in Zoology from Miami
University in Oxford, Ohio.

T.M.: What brought you to Ecuador, and what inspired you
to stay there, working in the field of environmental
conservation?

E.H.: I came to Ecuador as a Peace Corps Volunteer (PCV)
in 1990 through 1993 and wrote
management
recommendations for the recently created Cerro Blanco
Protected Forest. I was then asked to implement them, and
so I stayed. I had grown up watching Marlin Perkins’ Wild
Kingdom, Jacques Cousteau’s Undersea World, and Jane
Goodall on National Geographic, and at first I wanted to be
like them. I soon realized that most biologists don’t spend
much time out in the field, and I wanted a job that gave me
maximum exposure to nature and I found it! Although a lot
of my time now is spent in front of a computer in an office,
Cerro Blanco is right outside my windows and I daily walk
its trails and always find something new.

T.M.: What was the condition of Cerro Blanco before it was
protected?

E.H.: The majority of what is now the Cerro Blanco
Protected Forest was nominally protected by La Cemento
Nacional, now LaFarge/Holcim, which kept hunters and
poachers out. So some of the forest was in good shape
when I arrived in 1990. All the same, much had been
impacted through clearing and planting of exotic pasture
grass for cattle, or subsistence slash-and-burn agriculture,
or planting annual crops like corn to coincide with the winter

rains. When I came, there were squatters living in the
reserve. Under Ecuadorian law, if a person shows they
have occupied a piece of land for more than eight
consecutive years, their squatters’ rights can be
recognized. They don’t own the land, but can receive
compensation from the owner for the time and effort they
have spent to develop the land. We had some
confrontations at first because they were hunting deer,
peccary, and other species, and cutting down hardwood
trees to make charcoal. Eventually we bought them out and
they were relocated. The areas they cleared were where
we began forest restoration, using native tree species
grown in our own nursery from local seed stock.

T.M.: What is a “protected forest” in terms of conservation,
and what did it take to get that designation?

E.H.: The designation of ¨protected forest¨ is provided by
the Ecuadorian government for land that isn’t part of the
national protected area system. It has been a way to
provide a legal framework for protecting private lands like
Cerro Blanco. The push to get this protected status came
from La Cemento Nacional. While exploiting limestone
deposits in the area for cement, it realized the importance
of protecting a larger area of its land with the support of
Fundacion Natura, Ecuador´s first major conservation
organization. Since the Pro-Forest Foundation was created,
we have expanded the initial 5,000-acre reserve to the
current 15,000 acres and have been actively buying lands
within the reserve as well as in its buffer zone, an area
identified as a biological corridor.
T.M.: When I think of a tropical forest, I tend to think of
rainforests, wet all the time, but Cerro Blanco is a “dry
tropical forest”. What qualities set it apart from a rainforest?

E.H.: Ecuadorian Dry Tropical Forest is recognized
internationally as a unique bioregion, the Tumbesian, which
extends from southwest Ecuador to northwest Peru. There
are only two seasons, wet and dry. The plants and animals
have adapted to this regime of abundant water and drought,
which has led to a high endemism rate of 20% in plants.
During the dry season the trees lose most of their leaves to
conserve water and it looks like a dry forest, while during
the rainy season everything leafs out and it looks more like
a rainforest.

T.M.: What are your responsibilities as Executive Director of
the Cerro Blanco Protected Forest Foundation?

E.H.: My responsibilities are to put together and implement
the conservation programs as laid out in the Cerro Blanco
management plan, oversee the daily work of our staff of 60,
represent the Foundation legally, and raise funds. I started
out doing everything: shuttling workers to and from back
country guard stations, taking the garbage to the dump,
running errands. As the Foundation grew I stopped doing
Cerro Blanco continued on page 20
18

BKAA GUARDIAN

Spring 2016

Presenting the Rich Biodiversity of Cerro Blanco
Papagayo De Guayaquil
GREAT-GREEN MACAW

Perico Cachetigris
GRAY-CHEEKED
PARAKEET

CEIBO

Ocelote
OCELOT

Jaguar De Occidente
JAGUAR

Eric Horstman addressing audience.
Photos by Jackie Broder & Fred Harding

The Basha Kill beckons Eric.
Photo by Jane Johnson
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some of those things, which are now delegated to the
corresponding staff members. But I still like to get involved
in the day-to-day activities, like feeding the animals at our
wildlife rescue center, going out on patrol in the forest, and
sometimes leading guided tours for visitors.

T.M.: How does the Foundation ensure the forest remains
intact?

E.H.: We have so far restored close to 1,250 acres of land
which had been cut over before the protected forest was
created. Approximately 1,000 trees have been planted per
2.5 acres, with an overall survival rate of 74%. A common
problem we face is that while most authorities recognize
the boundaries of the protected forest, the buffer zone (a
part of which we are trying to have officially designated as
a biological corridor), is considered open to development
and includes a proposed road to provide access to the new
Guayaquil airport. We also have to deal with the
accumulated impacts of limestone mining and urban
expansion in the same buffer zone. Add land traffickers who
try and take land by force and often have political
connections, and you get an idea of the complexity.
T.M.: Cerro Blanco is right on the outskirts of Guayaquil,
home to three million people. How do you strike a balance
between the needs of the people and conservation of the
forest?

E.H.: We recently commissioned a study that shows that
the ecosystem services provided by Cerro Blanco through
water storage and release and carbon capture are more
valuable than selling the land off for development at current
market prices. We are trying to show that Cerro Blanco is
more valuable left as it is, rather than developing and
ultimately destroying it. Many people have visited us (in
2013 we held an eco-fair to which 3,500 people came!), so
we have an extensive base of supporters which, when
needed, weigh in with public opinion on the value of Cerro
Blanco. According to a survey done some years back, the
park is also a place to get away from the stress, noise, and
pollution of the city of Guayaquil.

T.M.: The Rights of Nature are mentioned in the Ecuadorian
Constitution. In what way do they relate to the protection of
Cerro Blanco?

E.H.: I took a class on Ecuadorian environmental law to
better understand, among other things, the Rights of Nature
and their possible influence on development decisions that
would affect the natural environment. I was told that for
these rights to gain legal force, court decisions would need
to be made to establish precedents. There has already
been one court case where the Rights of Nature were
invoked. It referred to a provincial government in southern
Ecuador that was sued by local residents in Vilcabamba,
the famous “valley of longevity”, because of the dumping
of debris into a local river. The Rights of Nature won and the
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provincial government was fined. An environmental tribunal
has been established in the Galapagos Islands to hear
international cases. Hopefully future governments will
embrace this concept and truly apply it to development
decisions. I saw something similar in Bhutan, with their
Gross National Happiness (GNH). There is a commission
that reviews all projects to insure that they comply with the
nine pillars of GNH, which includes environmental health
and well-being.
T.M.: “Gross National Happiness”. That sounds like
something all nations could benefit from!

What do you feel are your biggest successes in the past
twenty-five years? And what do you hope to accomplish in
the future?

E.H.: Our successes over these twenty-five years tend to
be small and gradual. I sometimes feel we are slipping back
two steps for every one forward. But I think the ultimate test
has been that, when Cerro Blanco has been threatened,
people responded and moved the authorities to act. It is
also very gratifying for me to go to abandoned
pasturelands, which were essentially a biological desert,
and now see a healthy secondary forest. The exotic grass
Panicum Maximum is long shaded out and jaguars, ocelots,
tayras (a cousin of the weasel), white-tailed deer and other
species have been recorded, mainly through camera traps.
For the future of Cerro Blanco, the biological corridor is key.
With the city of Guayaquil expanding quickly around us on
three sides, it is essential for the survival of these rare
species, and the Great Green Macaws, that we maintain
and/or restore connectivity with adjacent areas of both dry
tropical forest and mangroves. This will probably not
happen through extending the reserve boundaries by
official decree, but through customized strategies with
individual landowners. These would include establishing
agroforestry systems, rehabilitating mine quarries (currently
in progress), and working with local landowners to protect
Great Green Macaw nests on their land. The planning also
includes restoring forests in some areas and fire prevention.
T.M.: Here at the Basha Kill Wetlands, birding brings
hundreds of visitors to our area each year, and is a major
component of the local tourist trade. This, in turn, protects
the wetland from development and gives a boost to
conservation efforts. Is the same true for Cerro Blanco? I’ve
read that it is home to over 200 species of birds, including
threatened species. What kind of research has been done
on the incredible biodiversity of Cerro Blanco?

E.H.: Birding is increasingly popular among residents of
Guayaquil. We have two specialized bird guides who work
with both local and international visitors. The majority of our
visitors, between 4,000 and 5,000 a year, are not birders,
but we hope to build a local group of supporters. To facilitate
this we offer a membership of $100 per person a year or
Cerro Blanco continued on page 21
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$250 for a family of four, which allows unlimited access. All
other visitors pay an entrance fee of $4 and our guide fee
(depending on the length of the trail) of between $12 and
$20 per group of up to eight people. We have held several
bird inventories in Cerro Blanco and have done focused
studies on our flagship species, the Great Green Macaw,
and the Ecuadorian Amazon. At present a study is being
done here on a parasitic fly that was apparently introduced
to the Galapagos Islands from the mainland, causing havoc
with the native Darwin’s finches. Through an agreement
with Ecuadorian universities, we have had student projects
on insects, dry forest tree phenology, jaguar and ocelot
distribution, and howler monkeys, among others.

T.M.: I’m told that the Pro-Forest Foundation offers
internship programs and other opportunities for students.
Could you please elaborate on that?

E.H.: The Pro-Forest Foundation invites interested people
to apply for internships. The process is simple. We ask that
applicants tell us something about themselves and what
they are interested in doing in Cerro Blanco. Volunteers in
the past have done trail maintenance, worked in our native
tree nursery, built signs and other infrastructure for our
ecotourism program, and helped as assistants in current
studies with bats, Great Green Macaws, and Ecuadorian
Amazons, among others.

T.M.: I’d like to end with a few questions about bats, a
particular interest of mine. I founded an

organization called “Buddies for Bats” to show their
environmental importance and dispel the negative myths
that surround them. I’ve read that Cerro Blanco is home to
twenty-one species of bats, more species than are on the
entire eastern coast of the USA. Have you worked with any
of them?

E.H.: Because of its high number of bat species, now
actually thirty-two, Cerro Blanco was designated as
Ecuador’s First Important Bat Conservation Area in 2013
by the Latin America Network for Bat Conservation. My
experience with bats has been through direct observation
of roosting bats in tree trunks and their activities at night.
When I began work here in 1990, we had a list of nine
species, based on initial registers of bats being caught in
mist nets put out for birds. The list of species began to grow
when more bat species were captured in the nets, including
insectivorous and fruit-eating bats. In 2002 I presented a
small project to Bat Conservation International; the project
was carried out by a university student and brought the total
species to twenty-one.. Later another student found eleven
more species. Among them were vampires, which preyed
on our horses and African sheep on a farm we had at the
time. The workers claimed they found the vampire bat roost
and built a bonfire at the base of a tree to smoke them out.
Several were killed. Unfortunately it turned out to be a
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colony of fish-eating bats, which scoop up minnows in a
nearby stream. This goes to show the complexity of
human/bat relations, where through our own ignorance, we
are part of the problem. I have tried since then to
compensate in some way for this big mistake.

T.M.: It is a complex issue. What are some of the ways you
and the Pro-Forest Foundation have worked to change
these misconceptions about bats?

E.H.: A component of the Bat Conservation International
(BCI) project was environmental education, taught by our
staff to local school groups. We produced and distributed a
comic book that put bats in a more favorable light,
emphasizing the positive things they do, such as pollination
and insect control. We also put up bat boxes and have
regular bat counts at Cerro Blanco which, besides
monitoring the local populations, allow students and the
general public to participate in campouts that include talks
on native bats and participation in monitoring mist nets to
capture, measure, and release bats.

T.M.: Those are some great programs! Getting the public
involved with bat research really helps in gaining support for
these creatures. Thank you, Mr. Horstman. And thank you
for this interview.

E.H.: You’re welcome. Thank you, Truth. I recently became
a member of the BKAA, and I feel honored.
For more information about The Pro-Forest Foundation,
Cerro Blanco, and current scientific and conservation
programs, please visit the Foundation’s blogspot:
http://pro-forestfoundationorg.blogspot.com/
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the industry is looking at other options. Newer technology
allows gas buried in layers of rock to be reached through a
process called “hydraulic fracturing” or “fracking.” The
process involves injecting water, sand, and a mixture of
chemicals into the rock layers which cracks the rocks and
frees the trapped gas to flow back to the drilling hole.
Shale is the rock that holds much gas in its layers, and
shale is found in numerous areas in the country. A huge
bed (called the Marcellus Shale) underlies much of
northern Appalachia and all of the Catskills (some of it quite
close to the Basha Kill and the Shawangunk Ridge), 6000
to 8000 feet below the surface. It is believed to contain
large quantities of natural gas which can be tapped to
provide lower-cost energy.

Many people think it’s a great idea: it would help to
decrease our dependence on foreign oil, provide muchneeded revenue for farmers and others who are land-rich
and cash-poor, provide jobs for local people, and the
resulting boom would benefit local businesses and
governments.

There are, of course, many problems with the

History of BKAA continued on page 31
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DaTang’s Massive “Deerpark Commons”
Commercial/Residential Project for Galley Hill Road in
Deerpark (Contiguous to Mamakating)
will Obliterate the Town’s Rural Residential Character
Paula Medley

Just when you think you have seen it all…

On Wednesday, March 9, DaTang Development appeared
before Deerpark’s planning board with an application for
Deerpark Commons, the most “off the wall,” inappropriately
devised endeavor this writer has encountered in 35 years
of environmental activism.

Planned for a 190 acre tract (9 tax lots), located on the
western flank of the Shawangunk Ridge, within the Basher
Kill’s southernmost watershed, accessed via Galley Hill
Road (2.57 miles connecting Routes 209 and 211), and
adjoining Dragon Springs, Deerpark Commons is touted as
a small classical village with restaurants, residential units,
retail shops, and hotel in the Tang Dynasty style.

This venture will entail a 250,000 sq. ft. hotel with 800-900
parking spaces, 662 residential units, along with 6100
parking spaces, 3000 of those underground. Retail
buildings will comprise 15,000, 30,000 and 100,000 sq. ft.

A new 3 lane road will be constructed coming up from
Route 211. The site will encompass a wastewater
treatment plant, water storage tanks, and utilities.

Developer Alan Adler claims their application complies with
Deerpark’s zoning, especially since Galley Hill Road was
rezoned Hamlet Mixed Use several years ago, allowing 33
permitted uses and 70% lot coverage. ARE YOU
KIDDING? Really, this is outrageous!

The environmental review process is in its earliest stage.
No lead agency has been named though Deerpark’s

planning board will likely assume this role. Deerpark
Commons will be classified a Type I Action and require an
Environmental Impact Statement.

Although the BKAA strongly opposes this undertaking, we
will not “lead the charge,” as we are committed to revising
Mamakating’s Master Plan and challenging 7 Peaks, China
City, and Hopper Hill, LLC sand and gravel mine.
Nevertheless, we will act as mentors, circulate information
through email Alerts, subsidize some engineering and/or
attorney’s fees, and serve as a conduit for those wishing
their donations to the Deerpark organization protesting
Deerpark Commons to be tax deductible.

This group, while extremely dedicated, needs more
volunteers to help with a broad range of responsibilities.
They also require financial backing in order to manage an
effective, successful campaign. If you wish to assist,
contact Grace Woodard by phone at cell #646-644-3726 or
email grace.woodard@earthlink.net. The BKAA urges
members’ participation in this cause.

On a positive note, a public hearing on DaTang’s proposed
lot line changes, scheduled for 12/9/15, was cancelled as
applicants withdrew their petition. The latter seemingly was
precipitated by myriad residents’ dissent over probable
project segmentation and related troublesome matters (see
Dusanka Marusic’s excellent remarks). Hooray for the
power of an organized, educated, committed citizenry,
which is demanded in this latest scenario more than ever!

Hopper Hill LLC Sand and Gravel Mine Receives DEC’s Second
Notice of Incomplete Application Paula Medley

As background, Hopper Hill, LLC, aka the Tetz concrete family, purchased a 109 acre parcel, subdivided from the
original Wurtsboro Airport property, to operate a sand and gravel mine on 68 acres, removing 8 million cubic yards
of material during 25 years and generating 100 daily truck trips (see map).

On February 11, 2016, DEC Deputy Regional Permit Administrator, Scott Ballard, issued a Second Notice of
Incomplete Application to Hopper Hill LLC - the first notice was circulated on September 11, 2014.

We have included extrapolated sections from the Second Notice. Anyone desiring the complete 11 page document
may contact Paula Medley directly at (845)754-0743.

When DEC deems the Mined Land Reclamation application to be complete, they will initiate a 30 day public comment
period. Suffice it to say that the BKAA will closely monitor all stages of this DEC process and notify members of critical
intervention deadlines.
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“Live Bird Show” Presented
During Wurtsboro’s Winterfest
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This hedgehog was a real crowd pleaser.

Red-Tailed Hawk

Barn Owl
See story page 11

American Kestrel

Eastern Screech Owl
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Deerpark Resident and BKAA Member Dusanka Marusic’s Remarks on DaTang
Development LLC’s Application for Lot Line Changes on Galley Hill Parcels
Town of Deerpark Planning Board
Town Hall
P.0 Box 621 / 420 US Route 209
Huguenot, NY 12746

(PB) Minutes, Dave Zigler states “long range applicant plans
to build something on two (2) of the properties.”

December 9,2015

Re: Public Hearing on Da Tang Development LLC’s
Application for Lot Line Changes

Dear Chairman Vicaretti and
Members of the Planning Board,

Da Tang Development, LLC (DTD) owns 191 adjacent acres
and is requesting lot line changes on 4 of their 9 lots. But
before the Planning Board takes any such action, I ask you to
first address the impacts future development of all 9 lots will
have on local residents, wildlife and environment of this
property and its rural surroundings.

Before approving ANY actions like lot line changes and to
ensure that DTD’s water resources and biodiversity are
protected, I ask you to please conduct a thorough
environmental review, as SEQR requires. DTD’s request for
these changes is also premature because this is a step in what
promises to be a much larger project.

SEQR requires agencies to look at environmental impacts of
projects as a whole to avoid segmentation. Lot line changes
are premature, because documents submitted are incomplete,
inadequate and may be precursors to who knows what?

Request for filing of appropriate, complete
documentation:

• Long Form EAF Needed - The Short EAF is inadequate to
address potential negative impacts to all of the applicant’s
property and to the Town of Deerpark - including natural
resources, quality of life and community character. Please
require a Long Form EAF so you can closely monitor impacts
on this sensitive environment and the area’s rural character.

• Historic Preservation Letter Needed - State Office of Historic
Preservation needs to certify that there are no structures of
historical significance on the site. At the July 13, 2011 DaTang
Public Hearing (PB), Project Engineer Tim Gottlieb stated they
were proposing a bed and breakfast and said: “...during the
Zoning Board meeting, one of the members brought up the
subject of historical significance on the property, so we have
a phase one historical study done, and that came back
negative, and we’ll provide that to the Board, as far as our
submittan (sic), when we have the final copy.” (Planning Board
Minutes, Page 1). Now 4 years later I did not find a final copy
in the file.

• 239 Review Needed - Orange County Division of Planning
and Environmental Management should weigh in on whether
lot line changes should be granted at this time. Lot line
changes may include impact to County Route 211 and corner
traffic at GHR and Port Orange Rd.
Please also consider the following information:

Long Range Plans - In the Sept 23, 2015 Planning Board

On October 26, 2015 Town Engineer Alfred Fusco
commented that

“3. The Board should consider requestinq a maximum
development plan to give the Board insight as to the reasons
for the changes.” to which Mr. Zigler replied in a Nov 5 letter,
“At this time the applicant has not developed a “Grand Plan”
of development but has several inquiries on a commercial lot
on a state road.”

At the July 13, 2011 PB meeting Mr. Gottlieb, PE, PC
requested “a lot change, and bed and breakfast.”

On August 17, 2008 in an article in the Record an Alan Adler
identified as “buying property on Galley Hill Road since 2005
...proposal includes a new hotel and spa, shops, town houses
and an international school.” So which plan does DTD wish to
pursue?

The board should require disclosure of future development
plans.

Aesthetic Impacts / Historical Significance - In 2011 Project
Engineer Tim Gottlieb requested variances to create a bed
and breakfast on 5.21 & 5.22 (now part of lot 93) saying this
“would not be considered a detriment to the neighborhood
community... No undesirable change will be produced in the
character of the neighborhood, or any detriment to nearby
properties.” 5/19/11 ZBA Minutes.

In fact it is the only visible structure that does not reflect the
one family homes on Galley Hill Road (GHR). The unsightly all
glass wall facing GHR has been unkept ever since it was built.
It was built with disregard to the Town codes and setback
requirements of the Rural Settlement zoning at the time. What
plan does DTD have for the existing structures?

Written documentation is also needed to know if the old barn
and farmhouse have historic value before any new lot line
changes are granted.

And at the recent Sept 23 PB meeting when Mr. Zigler asked
that the subdivision process be waived, he declared: “there
are a couple of old barns and foundations” on said lots.

Please consider that the property at 425 Galley Hill Road was
built by one of the original settler families of the area, the
Cuddebacks, in 1772. There is a large barn across the rural
road by Lake Helen as well as several skeet shoot huts,
storage sheds with old stone walls and garages. What plan
does DTD have for this historic area?

Community Character - In response to Short EAF Item 6 “Is
the proposed action consistent with the predominant character
of the existing built or natural landscape?” YES is checked.
But I want to point out that the area is very rural and has
remained so since it was first settled in the 1600’s. Mr. Zigler’s
letter recognizes the need to keep “the rural roads of Galley
Hill Road and Horseshoe Bend Road” but also states the
“more intense commercial uses should be access off the State
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Highway.”

That’s a clear statement, the applicant’s intent is to change
the predominant character of the area.

Environmental Concerns - Galley Hill and Deerpark
residents urge the Board to require a more comprehensive
Long Form EAF so important issues can be addressed
including:

• Potential impacts to these 191 acres of forests, streams,
wetlands, Lake Helen, The Neversink Aquifer, mine, mine
shafts, hills and mountainsides;

• Protections for threatened & endangered species and
species of special concern including the Bog Turtle, Spotted
Turtle, Wood Turtle, Dwarf Wedge Mussel, American Shad,
the American Eel, the Indiana Brown Bat, and the Northern
Long Eared bat;
• Stormwater runoff. In fact the slope of mountainsides plays
a major role in water runoff that affects the streams and
tributaries to the Basha Kill and the Neversink River.

Mr. Fusco’s Oct 26 letter states: “The Board should consider
requesting a maximum development plan to give the Board
insight as to the reasons for the change.” But DTD has not
clarified future development plans for all the lots they own,
documents submitted are inadequate and incomplete (a Long
EAF should be required), and impacts to the site and the
community need to be determined.

Finally, we are all here because we care about Cuddebackville
and the Town of Deerpark. In our democracy every citizen has
a right to participate and also the responsibility to protect his
or her property and way of life. I know all of you on the Board
take that right and responsibility to heart. Therefore I urge you
to seriously consider what I have presented to you.

Thank you again for your time and efforts on behalf of all of us
and for this opportunity to address the Board. I hope the
information presented here is helpful as you make an
important decision regarding this community matter.
Sincerely,
Dusanka Marusic

• The area is surrounded by the Lower Basha Kill Preserve,
Shawangunk Ridge, and Morrison Conservation Easement
protected by OC Land Trust. The Nature Conservancy has
also taken a leading role in the area to create the Neversink
Preserve Floodplains.

cc: Gary Spears, Town of Deerpark Supervisor & Town Board
Alfred Fusco, Town Engineer
Paula Medley, President, Basha Kill Area Association

February 11, 2016

provided (Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan - SWPPP,
Permission to Inspect Form, inventory of aesthetic
resources, etc.), which had been requested in the Notice
to the applicant transmitted September 11, 2014. Further, in
the interim period since the last Notice was issued (year
2015), the Northern Long-eared bat has been listed as a
Threatened species in NYS, and additional information
regarding this NYS listed species is required. Therefore, we
have determined the application to be incomplete. Please
provide the following information at your earliest opportunity
so that application processing may proceed:

Extrapolated Portions of DEC’s Second Notice of
Incomplete Application Issued to Hopper Hill LLC
Paul Griggs, Principal Geologist
Griggs-Lang Consulting Geologists, Inc.
8 Brunswick Road
Troy, New York 12180

RE: DEC Application No. 3-4840-00307/00001;
MLR#30681
Hopper Hill, LLC - Proposed Wurtsboro Airport
Sand & Gravel Mine
Town of Mamakating, Sullivan County

NOTICE OF INCOMPLETE APPLICATION
(Second Notice)

Dear Mr. Griggs:

We received additional materials in support of the above
Mined Land Reclamation (MLR) permit application for a
proposed 68-acre sand and gravel mine adjacent to the
Wurtsboro Airport in the Town of Mamakating. Resubmitted
application materials were received October 20, 2014
(Freshwater Wetlands permit application), June 2, 2015
(revised application forms), and June 16, 2015 (revised
plans, reports and supplemental studies).

We have reviewed all application materials submitted to
Hill, LLC mine. We note that certain items were not

3. Mined Land-Use Plan (MLUP): Provide a revised
narrative which responds to the following:

H. Section 2.7.5 Access/Traffic: The submitted “Mining Plan
Map” indicates that an approximate 600 linear feet portion
of the proposed access road (and therefore also the
proposed life of mine boundary) does not maintain the
minimum 25-foot property line setback from the property
line shared with the adjoining Valley Stream Subdivision.
Further, and as noted above, DEC strongly recommends a
200 foot set back from property lines shared with the Blue
Sky Mobile Home Park and Valley Stream Subdivision.
Please be aware that a variance from 6 NYCRR
Subchapter D, Part 422.2(c)(3)(iii) - property
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line setback requirement will be required to
construct
the
nonconforming portion of the
access road. If the
applicant chooses to
pursue such variance,
you must submit to the
Department a copy of the
written permission from
the adjoining property
owner in the form of a
notarized letter. Revise
this section of the MLUP,
and plans as appropriate,
to reflect the above
requirement.

Spring 2016
VALLEY
STREAM
SUBDIVISION

I.
Section
2.7.5
Access/Traffic:
The
submitted Entrance Road
Detail Map shows that the
proposed entrance road is
approximately 65 linear
feet from Valley Stream
Drive on US Route 209. It
appears that this minimal
separation
distance
between the proposed
access road and Town
road (65 LF) may
potentially allow unsafe
traffic conditions to exist,
especially on US Route
209. Further, it is unclear
whether the NYSDOT has
approved the Highway
permit.
Expand
this
section
to
discuss
potential traffic impacts
from locating the site
entrance 65 LF from
Valley Stream drive, especially under high traffic volume
conditions (a.m. & p.m. peak hours). Provide the status of
the application for highway permit from NYSDOT.

M. Section 2.7.11 Hours of Operation: Due to the extremely
close proximity of the proposed operation to the two
residential communities (Valley Stream Subdivision & Blue
Sky Mobile Home Park), the following hours of operation
are recommended by the Department:

BLUE SKY
SITE OF
PROPOSED
MINE

Saturday, Sunday and the following six legal holidays: New
Year’s Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day (July 4 9
Labor Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas.

Provide a revised narrative which reflects the Department’s
recommended hours of operation.

N. Section 2.8.2 Noise: As noted above, the proposed mine
plan only provides a 25 linear feet woodland buffer (set
back) from mining operations relative to adjoining property
Monday through Friday, 7:00 AM to 5:00 PM.
lines. This 25-foot buffer is not sufficient to protect the
All mining and mining-related operations are prohibited on residents of the Valley Stream Subdivision and the Blue Sky
Mobile Home Park. Further, the Town of Mamakating’s
26
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zoning ordinance requires that extractive operations be
setback 200 feet from adjacent properties. Therefore, and
as noted above, the Department recommends establishing
a 200-foot undisturbed set back from the two residential
areas along the western and northern perimeters of the
proposed mine site. Revise the narrative, the Mining Plan
Map and the Reclamation Plan Map accordingly.

P. Section 2.8.2 Noise: This section states that a “sound
wall” will be constructed along the northern side of the
entrance road at a location opposite Lot Nos. 1 and 2
(Valley Stream). However, only an approximate location of
the proposed “sound wall” is depicted on the “Entrance
Road Detail Map & MLUP. [Multiple lines shown in close
proximity on plan; lines are not clearly differentiated.]
Revise this section to provide additional detail regarding
placement of the proposed “sound wall.” Accordingly, you
must also revise the Entrance Road Detail Map & Mining
Plan Map to show the exact location and dimensions of the
sound wall so as to be consistent with revised text. The
proposed sound wall must also be incorporated into the
legend on each respective plan, with appropriate
symbology assigned to this feature. Due to the close
proximity of Lot Nos. 1 & 2 to the proposed mine (Lot No. 1
shown as approximately 25 linear feet from mine, residence
on Lot No. 2 shown as approximately 150 linear feet from
the mine), DEC staff question whether the proposed “Sound
Wall” will provide sufficient mitigation for anticipated noise
impacts to these two receptors. In order to provide
additional mitigation of potential noise impacts associated
with the truck traffic utilizing the entrance road, the
Department recommends extending the “sound wall” to the
west-northwest to include all of Lot 1. Revise this section
and project plans, as appropriate (Mining Plan Map,
Entrance Road Detail Map, Reclamation Plan) to reflect the
above modifications and/or additional proposed noise
mitigation measures. In addition, provide a copy of all local
approvals (e.g., building permit) for construction of the
proposed “sound wall”.

S. Section 2.8.5 Surface Water: In order to provide
additional protection for NYS Freshwater Wetland WU-5,
this section should be revised to indicate that an earthen
berm, with a minimum height of five feet (5’) will be
constructed along the northeastern perimeter of the mine
site and along the southern and southeastern perimeters
of the proposed “Stormwater Basin”. Additionally, the berm
should be vegetated and left in place for the life of the mine.
Revise this portion of the narrative, and the Reclamation
Plan Map, to include the recommended vegetated berm.
7. Freshwater Wetlands: Provide the following
information:

A. Entrance Road: Provide a planting plan to re-establish
native wetland vegetation in those areas of the 100’

Adjacent Area disturbed (grading, filling, etc.) by
construction of the new site access road.

B. Life of Mine/100’ Adjacent Area Lines: As noted
previously, the majority of the project’s life of mine (LOM)
line appears to be coincident with the wetland 100’ Adjacent
Area line. Based on staff experience observing construction
activities in the field, it is likely disturbance will occur within
the 100’ Adjacent Area during land clearing and soil
stockpiling, and again during mine reclamation when the
soil stockpiles and berms are removed. As the applicant
has expressed reluctance to follow suggested Department
guidance to provide additional buffer to NYS Freshwater
Wetlands, we offer two options below to allow processing of
your application to proceed:

i. Pull back the life of mine several feet so that the two lines
(LOM & AA) are clearly distinguishable on project plans at
the current scale and have a surveyor install monuments
(i.e., Freshwater Wetland Survey Markers) at the 100’
Adjacent Area boundary in a highly visible manner which
includes the standard 100’ AA language (see attached
Survey Marker for NYS Freshwater Wetland Adjacent
Area).
ii. Should the applicant choose to keep the LOM coincident
with the 100’ AA line, a surveyor must: locate precisely the
100’ Adjacent Area; install monuments with the standard
100’ AA language (see attached): and install a permanent
barrier that has been approved by the Department (such
as metal fence) along the entire boundary of the Life of
Mine.

9. Article 11 (Incidental Take Threatened/Endangered
Species) - One NYS listed species is known to occur in the
vicinity of the project: the Northern Long-eared bat (NYS
Threatened). As noted above, this species was listed by the
USFWS (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service) and conversely
NYS in May 2015. Department records indicate the
proposed Wurtsboro Airport Mine site is located within five
miles of a known Northern Long-eared bat hibernacula and
is thus considered occupied habitat for this species. As a
significant portion (approximately 38-40 acres) of the 109
acre site will be cleared in order to construct and operate
the mine, the potential exists for adverse impacts to this
threatened species.3 Therefore, an assessment of both
direct and indirect impacts is required for the department
to make a Jurisdictional Determination related to take of
this species.
The assessment should be conducted to determine the
extent of impacts to the species. These impacts could be
direct or indirect. Direct take of the species can be avoided
by the use of a time or year restriction on tree removal. The
acceptable time of year to remove trees is October 31st to
March 31st of any given year. Indirect impacts include
temporary or permanent increases in noise, vibration, dust,
Hopper Hill continued on page 28
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chemical use, lighting, vehicle use, and general levels of
human activity. Addition impacts also include, the temporary
or permanent loss, degradation, and/or fragmentation of
roosting, foraging, swarming, commuting, or wintering
habitat.

If you have questions regarding the Northern Long-eared
bat and Article 11 permitting requirements, you may contact
Endangered Species Biologist Lisa Masi directly at (845)
256-2257. Please note, the Department has no mechanism
for allowing the incidental take described by the Federal
4(d) rule without permitting.

For further information on the Northern Long-eared bat, or
the listing of this species, please visit the following
websites:

http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/mammals/nlba/
http://www.acris.nynhp.org/guide.php?id=7407.

An Incidental Take Permit is required for any activity that
is likely to result in a “take” or taking of any species listed
as endangered or threatened in 6 NYCRR Part 182. “Take”
is defined in Part 182 and includes, but is not limited to,
adverse modification of habitat.
3

10. Visual Impact Assessment: In the Department’s prior
Notice to the applicant dated September 11, 2014, we
requested that an inventory of aesthetic resources of Statewide significance be prepared in accordance with the DEC
guidance document Assessing and Mitigating Visual
Impacts (DEP-00-2). Although it was indicated in your
resubmitted response that “the MLUP was revised
accordingly”, your submission lacked a formal inventory of
aesthetic resources. Further, the submitted bound Mined
Land Use Plan document did not contain the referenced
Appendix in which the updated visual assessment was to
appear [also as indicated in your letter]. Athrough Line-ofSight Section drawings were submitted (two sheets),

UPDATES

without an accompanying inventory of aesthetic resources,
it could not be determined whether the visual impact
assessment was conducted in accordance with DEC
guidance. Therefore, you must provide the requested
inventory of aesthetic resources, and a brief discussion of
potential visual impacts to each identified aesthetic
resource (see also Item No. 11 below). The requested
information should be contained within a revised Visual
Impact Assessment [this information was missing from your
June 16, 2015 submission].

11. Environmental Assessment Form (EAF): The EAF
lacks sufficient detail regarding scenic and aesthetic
resources of State-wide significance. Revise the submitted
EAF to respond to the following:

A. Part 1, E.3.h., Scenic & Aesthetic Resources: Responses
to Items i & ii are vague. Specify each identified resource
[see also Item 10 above].

B. Part 1, E.3.h., Scenic & Aesthetic Resources, Item iii:
The response to this item appears to indicate a specific
distance to an unspecified resource. Clarify this item to
specify resource(s).

No further action can be taken on the application until all
information requested is received. Note that a partial
submission made in response to this Notice will not change
the incomplete status of the application. Please provide five
copies of all information requested above.

Please contact me at (845) 256-2250 to discuss any other
questions you may have regarding the above. If you have
questions regarding the Mined Land Reclamation program,
you may contact Halina Duda directly at (845) 256-3128.
Thank you.
Scott Ballard
Deputy Regional Permit Administrator - Region 3

Steering committee minutes will be posted on
Mamakating’s website, along with a means for receiving
public comments and suggestions.

Paula Medley

Mamakating Zoning Code
and Master Plan - Phase II

As indicated in our last Guardian, this next stage focuses
on reviewing the Master Plan to ensure it supports Town
goals of advancing lower density (residential and
commercial), maintaining Mamakating’s rural character,
and stimulating eco-tourism to achieve economic stability.

Accordingly, a steering committee will be appointed to
convene monthly, comprised of one town board and
planning board member, residents, and stakeholders at
large, including the BKAA. The public will be invited to a
preliminary visionary meeting, probably in late March, and
also to specifically defined workshops throughout the year.

In a related matter, the following was excerpted from the
December 26, 2015 Rock Hill Neighborhood Coalition
newsletter article entitled WIR Files Suit Over Mamakating
Zoning Change.

As per Amanda Loviza-Vickery’s 12/21 Times HeraldRecord article, WIR Associates, LLC has filed an Article 78
lawsuit against the Town of Mamakating, town officials and
others over the July reclassification of their large tract of
undeveloped land (529 acres) on the north shore of Yankee
Lake - from PRO (Planned Resort Office) to MG (Mountain
Greenbelt).
Updates continued on page 29
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Ms. Loviza-Vickery writes:

“The town changed the zoning of several areas this
summer in an effort to align with the town’s comprehensive
master plan, which emphasizes environmental
conservation and limited development to preserve
Mamakating’s rural character.”

While complainant alleges that the rezoning is inconsistent
with Mamakating’s Comprehensive Plan, Supervisor Bill
Herrmann asserts that these zoning changes were adopted
after extensive review of the Town’s master plan and that
the zoning amendments enacted in July had the
overwhelming support of residents. Town Attorney Ben
Gailey, who did not comment on the pending litigation,
stated he needed more time to review the lengthy
complaint. The Town has until sometime in early January
to respond to WIR’s complaint. (Postscript: Though the
Town has answered WIR’s initial grievance, filing of
additional documents by both sides will invariably delay a
court hearing and decision).

Throughout the Master Plan’s review, the BKAA will inform
members of pertinent benchmarks and need for
intervention.

7 Peaks

Thompson’s zoning, which STILL prohibits TEC’s huge
undertaking, trumps CCOA’s public relations ploys.

Exacerbating TEC’s current fragility, is an ongoing
investigation by the Securities and Exchange Commission,
which will determine whether the developer has committed
fraud through the EB-5 process (see accompanying
Associated Press report highlighting EB-5 deception in
Florida and elsewhere).

Also, Fallsburg Code Enforcement Officer Mollie
Messenger confirmed that a stop work order remains in
effect for erection of a driveway on CCOA’s 5 acre Renner
Road parcel. Notwithstanding, this order does not apply to
D & D Contracting, presently hired by CCOA, “to clean the
mess” created by initial driveway clearing. Remember,
some time ago, CCOA began establishing this driveway as
an access road from their Renner Road property to their
568 acre Thompson tract in order to drill 7 test wells. A stop
work order was originally issued after neighbors observed
the illegal Renner Road lot disturbance.
(President’s Note: The stop work order was lifted 3/15/16)

Likewise, China City CEO Sherry Li has settled disputes
with two law firms for nonpayment of legal fees:
•

In a recent Shawangunk Journal article, developer Shalom
Lamm claimed that 7 Peaks would appear before
Mamakating’s planning board “imminently.”

China City of America (CCOA) /
Thompson Education Center (TEC)

For countless months, CCOA has vanished from Town of
Thompson board meetings. Unwilling to remain totally
invisible, however, particularly with potential investors,
CCOA’s management team met in February, 2016 with
Sullivan County Partnership for Economic Development to
advance their TEC agenda. According to CCOA’s website,
Partnership President/CEO Mark Baez and Marketing
Outreach Coordinator, Christopher Lockwood, attended this
meeting and supported CCOA’s plans (what a surprise)!
Others at this gathering included team members from
Guangzhou District of the Southern China Office. CCOA
CEO Sherry Li stated, “The team showed such enthusiasm
and excitement for our project to begin, not only have we
secured jobs for the construction of the facility but the future
increase and employment and potential for surrounding
businesses to thrive is tremendous.”
Additionally, CCOA strives to prove viability by relentlessly
promoting their charitable work and sponsorship of county
forums via regularly placed paid advertisements in local
newspapers. Nevertheless, these transparent efforts only
underscore CCOA’s desperate need to substantiate a
modicum of credible activity.
Ultimately, though,

•

Pursuant to Acting Sullivan County Supreme Court
Justice Mark Meddaugh’s denial of Billig, Loughlin and
Baer’s motion for a $25,000+ summary judgement
against Ms. Li’s various entities (CCOA, TEC), Attorney
Jacob Billig (who no longer represents Ms. Li’s proposal
for a 4.5 million sq ft. “college” on a 568-acre tract of
land off Wild Turnpike) appealed the decision. Prior to
the case going to trial, a settlement was reached
whereby CCOA will pay Billig, Loughlin and Baer
$12,500 in unpaid legal fees.

Earlier this month in New York County Supreme Court,
Judge Barry Ostrager awarded the law firm of Ellenoff,
Grossman and Schole a $15,000 judgement against
China City of America Real Estate, LLC - also for
unpaid legal fees. In this case, the amount Ellenoff et
al was seeking was reduced from $75,000 to $15,000.

Meanwhile, there is related BREAKING NEWS as of this
writing, 3/5/2016:

In a Times Herald-Record article by Andrew Beam, it was
reported that “CCOA is being sued by another former client
for unpaid fees.” This time Keystone Associates, Architects,
Engineers, and Surveyors of Binghamton are requesting
approximately $135,000.

Incredibly, while not paying previous consultants, CCOA
spent $10,000 as a “Platinum Sponsor” for Sullivan County
Partnership for Economic Development’s Annual Meeting
and Awards program in October, 2015 and another $3,000
annual fee as a “Chamber Crusader Sponsor” of Sullivan
County Chamber of Commerce’s First Friday Networking
Updates continued on page 30
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Breakfast in February. Furthermore, CCOA was a
“Platinum Sponsor” of Sullivan County Visitors’ Association
Annual Meeting and Holiday Party in December, 2015.

Stay tuned for future news of this unpredictable saga.

Dragon Springs

Stream Disturbance - The BKAA is most concerned that
Dragon Springs’ (DS) growth will adversely impact the
Basher Kill, which has a tributary located on DS’ property.
Consequently, noting the Kill’s significant turbidity in Fall,
2015, we alerted the DEC of potential triggers stemming
from DS’ bridge construction over this tributary. Following
inspection of two bridge installations, DEC issued a stop
work order and Notice of Violation (See Willingham email
and DEC Notice for details). Meanwhile, we urge anyone
who observes questionable water quality of the Basher Kill,
particularly in this vicinity (intersection of Galley Hill Road
and Route 209), to file a complaint by visiting DEC’s online
violation system, which connects to the Environmental
Conservation
Officers.
The
link
is
http://www.dec.ny.gov/regulations/67751.html.
- As indicated in
Wastewater Treatment Plant
Willingham’s comments, DS proposes a 100,000 gallon per
day wastewater treatment plant (WWTP), which will
discharge directly into the Kill’s tributary. DS submitted its
WWTP design to DEC on 5/16/15 (see Willingham email).
On 9/21/15, Lee Kassin from DEC Environmental Permits

circulated her initial review of this plant’s expansion and the
Meditation Hall’s conversion to a dormitory (see DEC
letter). Subsequently, DS has not responded to DEC’s
correspondence nor furnished additional documents.

Solar Farm - The following is excepted from Rock Hill
Neighborhood Coalition’s newsletter.

Mount Hope ZBA Passes Impt Resolution
on Dragon Springs Solar Farm

Dragon Springs owns 846 adjacent acres in the Orange
County Towns of Deerpark and Mount Hope (with 423 acres
in each town). On Thursday, 2/25, the Town of Mount Hope
ZBA passed an important resolution affirming that the
applicant’s proposed 28 (or 6 acre) solar farm on the
Shawangunk Mountains of Mount Hope CANNOT be
considered an Accessory Use to Dragon Springs’ principal
residence in Deerpark (Mt. Hope zoning regs require
accessory uses to be on the same lot as principal building),
thereby upholding Mount Hope Building Inspector’s 3/3/15
decision to nullify a building permit the Building Dept. had
issued in error the previous day. This means the applicant
needs to come before the Planning Board to begin the
environmental review process.
Mount Hope town officials and residents of both
municipalities who weighed in on this matter should be
commended for their input resulting in this important
decision.

Massive EB-5 Visa Fraud Case Rocks Florida
Retirement City’s Downtown Dream from the Associated Press

PORT ST. LUCIE, Fla. — Port St. Lucie, a disparate series
of residential developments and strip malls, had little to
boast beyond its proximity to a nuclear plant and its fame
as the spring training home of the New York Mets. Then Lily
Zhong came to town, plunked down $500,000 for vacant
land and promised to finally build a real downtown.

She produced renderings, showing modern, multistory
buildings rising along wide, pedestrian-friendly streets,
where people would shop, do business, dine out and attend
special events, said Gregory Oravec, mayor of the city of
174,000. Home to thousands of retirees, Port St. Lucie
sorely needed a gathering spot to bind the community, he
said.

“The big idea was to create a sense of place, to put a ‘there’
there,” he said.
But instead of building that downtown, federal authorities
say Zhong hoodwinked officials as part of an elaborate
scheme to defraud investors using a special visa program
that allows wealthy foreigners to become permanent U.S.

January 15, 2016

residents by financing job-creating projects.

Zhong raised at least $8.5 million from Chinese investors
through the U.S. EB-5 visa program and improperly used
some of it on personal expenses such as luxury cars, a
home and a boat, the Securities and Exchange
Commission said in a civil complaint against her.

The SEC obtained a federal court order in November
freezing Zhong’s assets. Through her lawyer, Zhong, who
is of Chinese descent and holds New Zealand citizenship,
has denied the allegations. She is not charged with any
crime.

The case is one of several around the country in which the
EB-5 program, which has been around since the early
1990s, was allegedly used to defraud hundreds of investors
out of tens of millions of dollars from San Francisco to
Chicago by dangling a chance at U.S. residency, according
to the SEC.
“It’s a legitimate program that, for the most part, has been
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used legitimately,” said Eric Bustillo, director of the SEC’s
Miami office. “The fraudsters see it as another way for them
to find money and exploit it.”

Under EB-5, which Congress recently extended through
September, foreigners who invest $1 million in a project that
will create at least 10 jobs can qualify their family for a twoyear “green card” to live in the U.S. Afterward, they can
apply for permanent residency. In some areas, such as Port
St. Lucie which was hit hard by the housing crisis,
foreigners only need to invest $500,000 in qualifying
projects.

About 10,000 EB-5 visas are available annually, according
to the Homeland Security Department. But the SEC says
there is no government agency that guarantees the
investment or “green card,” and none vets the business
proposal.

In one case, the SEC and the Justice Department accused
Anshoo Sethi of using false and misleading information to
solicit 250 mainly Chinese investors to invest at least
$500,000 each for a $145 million project called A Chicago
Convention Center. The investors were told, falsely, that
major hotel chains backed it and all building permits were
obtained, according to court documents.

The investors paid some $11 million in “administrative fees”
that were to be refunded. Court documents show, however,
that 90 percent of these “fees” were spent by Sethi and his
companies, including $2.5 million deposited in his Hong
Kong bank account. Sethi pleaded guilty this week to a
federal wire fraud charge that carries a maximum 20-year
prison sentence.

In another case, the SEC accused Marco and Bebe
Ramirez of McAllen, Texas, of fraudulently raising some $5
million from Mexican, Egyptian and Nigerian investors for
proposals they were assured would be approved for EB-5.

History of BKAA continued from page 21

implementation of the idea, and BKAA has gone on record
opposing it.

1. The process uses millions of gallons of water from area
lakes and rivers. One well might use three to six million
gallons, and hundreds or thousands of wells are predicted
across the state, if allowed. There is a very small amount
of fresh water on the planet, and we are using and polluting
it faster than it can regenerate. The coming wars will be
over water, not energy.

2. The water is laced with chemicals, and the mix is a trade
secret of the drilling companies which they are not required
to disclose. It is believed that some of the chemicals are
hazardous or carcinogenic. 40,000 pounds of chemicals are
added to every million gallons of water used. The polluted
water is trucked to a wastewater facility, except for the 20%

The money was supposed to be held in escrow until the
EB-5 approvals came through, but the SEC said it was
diverted before that by the Ramirezes into starting a Cajunthemed restaurant and to settle an unrelated lawsuit.

A federal judge ordered the Ramirez assets frozen and
appointed a receiver to sort out financial claims. None of
their investors got a “green card,” court documents show.

Oravec, the Port St. Lucie mayor, said Zhong raised
concerns by rarely meeting with town officials and taking
no concrete steps to implement her plan. “I’ve always felt
she was fishing,” he said.

City Council member Shannon Martin called the incident
yet another blow to a project that has struggled to get
started for a decade.

“Unfortunately, we are sidelined again,” she said at a recent
meeting on the issue.
The investors in Zhong’s project recently wrote a federal
judge begging for help in retrieving their money.
“We had no knowledge of the alleged fraud and
embezzlement” the 17 investors wrote.

Zhong attorney David Chase said she supports the
appointment of a receiver to handle the finances. In her
formal response to the SEC, Zhong said any money she
spent on cars, a boat, even education expenses for her
daughter, was appropriate. She said she never promised
investors they would qualify for the visa.

While the City Center project is in limbo, Oravec said he’s
hopeful the debacle might eventually lead to the creation
of a real downtown.

He gazed out over the grassy, empty lots that sit along busy
highway U.S. 1. “We have a lot of work to do for a
successful project here.”

to 40% of the fracking fluids that remain underground.

3. The fracking fluids have great potential to pollute
groundwater, from which we get our drinking water. There
are reports of drinking water pollution in Alabama, Colorado,
New Mexico, Virginia, West Virginia, and Wyoming, as well
as neighboring Pennsylvania. Fracking is exempt from
basic environmental laws such as the Safe Drinking Water
Act.

4. The fracking sites are serious industrial undertakings,
with well pads, pumps, drilling rigs, hoists, generators,
equipment, chemicals, and a large holding pond for the
wastewater. They run day and night without stop,
producing exhaust fumes, and noise comparable to that of
a jet engine. There is greatly increased truck traffic.
Additional roads and pipelines may need to be constructed.
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BKAA Consulting Engineer Willingham’s E-Mail
Summary of Dragon Springs Activities

Dear Paula:

February 8, 2016

As you know, we submitted a Freedom of Information
(FOIL) request to the NYSDEC for “access to documents
related to NYSDEC permits, including plans, reports and
written correspondence” for the date range of 3/27/15 to
1/15/16. I visited the NYSDEC office on 2/4/16 to review
the information, which consisted of several large files. The
following is a summary of my review:
Bureau of Habitat Permits / Stream Disturbance Permits

• The NYSDEC issued stream disturbance permits on
5/4/2015 to replace two bridges, one crossing a Basher Kill
tributary (Galley Hill Road entrance) on the other crossing
a Neversink River tributary.

• Per your observation of the stream disturbance at the
Galley Hill Road entrance on or around 10/10/15, we
emailed NYSDEC permit administrator Daniel Whitehead
on 10/14/15 detailing the concerns. Mr. Whitehead in turn
forwarded our email to his staff just minutes after receiving
our email.

• Town of Deer Park Highway Superintendent Edward
Hughson emails Brian Drumm of the NYSDEC on 10/26/1S
regarding his concerns regarding the stream crossing work.

• Brian Drumm visits the site on 10/30/15 and discovers
multiple significant violations. His Notice of Violation letter
dated 12/04/15 issues a stop work order and details the
violations. Dragon Springs had installed different bridges
than indicated on the approved permit documents. Most
notably, the bridges were installed too close to the stream
bed, thereby constricting the stream flow. Due to the
likelihood of flooding per the constriction of the stream, the
letter states “the department has ascertained the probable
negative effect on the health, safety and welfare of the
people of the state and the natural resources of the state”
... As we understand, Dragon Springs is currently in
discussions with the NYSDEC regarding the violations and
means and methods to remedy the situation.
Wastewater Treatment Plant

• As you know, Dragon Springs is proposing a 100,000
gallon per day wastewater treatment plant (“WWTP”), which
would discharge to a tributary of the Basher Kill. They
contracted Obrien & Gere, a large nationwide engineering
firm to prepare the wastewater treatment plant design,
which was submitted to the NYSDEC on 05/06/15. The
proposed plant is a modern multistage treatment plant
which includes septic tank pretreatment, flow equalization,
pre-anoxic, aerated, and post anoxic biological reactors,
membrane filtration, UV disinfection and post-aeriation.

• Although substantial information was submitted by Dragon
Springs on 05/06/15, no Dragon Springs information
regarding the proposed WWTP was found after that date.

SEQR Review

• The Town of Deer Park Planning Board issued their intent
to become Lead Agency under SEQR on 08/24/15. By law,
the Planning Board’s SEQR review must include all phases
of the project currently proposed including the building
expansion, WWTP, stream crossings, or any other activities
proposed or planned by Dragon Springs.
• In response to the Lead Agency request by the Planning
Board, the NYSDEC had no objection as to that status as
detailed in the NYSDEC 09/21/15 letter to the PB Engineer
Fusco. However, the NYSDEC listed several significant
concerns that must be addressed during the SEQR
process, including the WWTP, stormwater, groundwater
withdrawal, threatened/endangered species, stream
disturbance, structural heating systems, archeological
resources and visual impacts. The Planning Board as Lead
Agency will need to ensure all potential impacts are studied,
assessed, and mitigated.
Natural Gas Well Permit

Dragon Springs proposed a Natural Gas well in 2010, which
requires a permit from the NYSDEC. Dragon Springs
decided to withdraw the application for the natural gas well,
per the email from Carrie Friello of the NYSDEC on
01/06/16.
Andy

DEC Notice of Violation to Dragon
Springs for Improper Bridge
Construction Over Tributaries to the
Basher Kill and Neversink River

Kaijin Liang, P.E.
Dragon Springs Buddhist Inc.
140 Galley Hill Road
Cuddebackville, NY 12729

December 4, 2015

Notice of Violation

RE: Violations of ECL Article 15 at Dragon Springs
Buddhist Monastery, Cuddebackville, New York

Dear Mr. Liang:

On October 30, 2015 Brian Drumm from the Region 3
Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Bureau
of Habitat met you during a compliance check for
Environmental Conservation Law Article 15 Permit 3-332800150/00017. This permit authorized the replacement of
Dragon Springs continued on page 34
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two bridges carrying both the north and the south access
roads to the Dragon Springs Buddhist Monastery over
tributaries to the Basher Kill and Neversink River
respectively. Each location constitutes a separate violation.
You are directed to immediately stop violating Article 15.

This inspection revealed the two bridges deviated
significantly from the plans approved in the permit. In both
cases, steel I-beams were used below the bridge deck
while maintaining the approximate road grade significantly
reducing the vertical clearance between the bed of the
stream and the bridge superstructure. As constructed it is
likely that at some point in the future during a high flow
event the bridge will not be able to handle the volume of
water and/or will become clogged with debris resulting in a
backup of water upstream of the bridge, erosion and scour
of the stream bed and banks near the bridge, flooding and
closure of public roads and the potential to cause significant
damage to other public and private property. Therefore, the
department has ascertained the probable negative effect
on the health, safety and welfare of the people of the state
and the natural resources of the state, including soil,
forests, water, fish and aquatic resources therein, likely due
to result of your work.

Any appearance tickets issued by Environmental
Conservation Officers are for separate violations and are
not included in this enforcement action.

BE ON NOTICE THAT implementation of reclamation,
restoration or remediation activities at the site in no way
affects the rights of NYSDEC to seek penalties and other
relief in accordance with the Environmental Conservation
Law and the rules and regulations promulgated pursuant
thereto.

Please contact me at (845) 256-3091, within (5) business
days of the receipt of this letter, to schedule a compliance
conference to address the above violation.
Sincerely,

Re: Dragon Springs Facility Expansion
Project: 1) Meditation Hall conversion to Dormitory;
2) New wastewatert teatment center
Town of Deerpark, OrangeCounty
DEC Facility ID No. 3-3328-00150
Dear Mr. Fusco,

We have reviewed the SEQR lead agency coordination
request for the above referenced project which our office
received o n August 24, 2015.
Department Jurisdiction

Based upon our review of the circulated documents, DEC
jurisdiction is as follows, with reference to the
Environmental Conservation Law (ECL):
Article 17, Title 7 & 8, State Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (SPDES) - sanitary:

The proposal includes a new Wastewater Treatment Plant
with a capacity of 100,000 gallons per day (gpd). The plans
for a new 100,000 gpd wastewater treaftment plant is
inconsistent with the FEAF D.2.d.i fill-in of 20,000 gpd. This
proposed 100,000 gpd is far in excess of the currently
permitted discharges of 18,400 (Outfall 003) and 8,000
(Outfall 002) and a permit modification is required. There
is no clear indication of the source of the waste. For the
purposes of SEQR and to meet the SPDES permit
issuance requirements, the source must be identified. If
future expansion is anticipated, at minimum a generic plan
must be provided to justify the proposed treatment capacity.

Article 17, Title 7 & 8, State Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (SPDES) - stormwater: For
stormwater discharges associated with construction activity
that is proposed to disturb 1 acre or more of land, a SPDES
permit is required. The project may qualify for the SPDES
General Permit for Stormwater Discharges from
Construction Activity - GP-0-15-002.
For information on stormwater and the general permits, see
the DEC website at http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical
/8468.html. Authorization for coverage under the SPDES
General Permit is not granted until the Department issues
any other necessary DEC permits.

Brian Drumm, Senior Biologist — Bureau of Habitat

Cc: Town of Deerpark Highway Superintendent Edward
Hughson; Town of Deerpark Supervisor Gary Spears

ec: ECO Christopher Lattimer
Kelly Turturro, DEC Region 3 Regional Attorney
Joseph Battista, DEC Region 3 Enforcement Coordinator

DEC’s Initial Comments on Dragon
Springs Facility Expansion, Including
New Wastewater Treatment Plant and
Meditation Hall Conversion to Dormitory

Middletown MY 10940

Spring 2016

September 21, 2015
Al Fusco
Fusco Engineering & Land Surveying PC
233 E Main Street

Article 15, Title 15, Water Withdrawal: AIl withdrawals in
excess of 100,000 gallons per day require a permit. Initial
Water Withdrawal Permits are available to facilities which
reported withdrawals to the Department as required under
ECL Article 15, title 16 or 33 on or before February 15,
2012. After reviewing the application and Department
records, we have determined that the facility is not eligible
for an Initial Water Withdrawal Permit. It appears that a new
Water Withdrawal Permit is required. The applicant must
identify all current water sources along with the pump
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capacity of each source. Pump capacity, not the current or
proposed amount of withdrawal, is the basis for regulation.
Information on obtaining a water withdrawal permit is
available at http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/6036.html

Article 11, Title 5 Threatened & Endangered Species:
An Incidental Take permit is required for direct mortality or
any alteration of habitat which interferes with or impairs an
essential behavior of the species. According to Department
records, the following state-listed threatened or endangered
species have been recorded within or near the project site:

Species:

Brook floater

Dwarf Wedgemussel

Indiana Bat

Bald Eagle

NYS Status

Threatened

Endangered

Endangered

Threatened

Northern long-eared bat Threatened

Federal Status

None

Endangered

Endangered

Bald Eagle
Protection Act

Threatened

Occupied or potential habitat must be identified and the
potential impacts of the proposed project on each species
must be fully evaluated during the review of the project
pursuant to SEQR. Project modifications mav be needed
to adequately mitigate any potential impacts identified or
an lncidental Take Permit may be required.

Article 15, Title 5 of the ECL protection of Waters: For
physical disturbance to the bed or banks of a protected
stream, excavation or fill within a navigable waterbody, or
repair/construction of a dam (see enclosed map).

Structural Heating

The source of structural heating was not defined.
Depending on whether it is fuel-based or geothermal,
different permits or registrations may be required:

• Air registration and boilers: If the project includes
installation of a boiler with a capacity greater than ten
million British Thermal Units (Btus) per hour, an air facility
registration may be required.
• Geothermal heating or cooling:

Geothermal wells of greater than 500-feet in depth are
regulated under the Mined Land Reclamation Law.

Waterbody heat-exchange systems may require Protection
of Waters permit and SPDES permits for thermal discharge.

Cultural Resources: We have reviewed the statewide
inventory of archaeological resources maintained by the
New York State Museum and the New York State Office of
Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation. These
records indicate that the project is located within an area
considered to be sensitive with regard to archaeological
resources, A determination of impact from the State Historic
Preservation Office (SHPO) will be a requirement of any
application for permit to DEC.

The site is adjacent to the Shawangunk Ridge Trail (former
Erie Main Line Railroad) and the Graham Mountain State
Forest. Visual impacts of development on these public
recreation areas should be included in this review,
particularly potential impacts on the view from the historic
Graham Mountain Fire Tower. For more information on
these resources, see the NY-NJ Trail Conference at
http://www.nynjtc.org/region/shawangunk-ridge-trail and the
NYSDEC draft Shawangunk Ridge Unit Management Plan
at http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/93937.html
In addition to transmitting the above comments, this letter
also serves to confirm that we have no objection to your
board/agency assuming lead agency status for this project.

Questions pertaining to the Department’s jurisdiction or
related matters should be directed to the undersigned
analyst assigned to the project. Please refer to the DEC
facility number identified above in all correspondence to the
Department. Thank you.
Sincerely,

Lee Kassin
Division of Environmental Permits
(845) 256-3032

Cc: J. Khou, Dragon Springs Buddhist, Inc
Ecc: Supervisor Gary Spears, Town of Deerpark
R. Vicaretti, Planning Board Chairman
G. Plotsky, Town Attorney
Delaware River Basin Commission
State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)
Orange County Department of Health
M. Pan, Pietrzak & Pfau Engineering & Surveying
K. Liang, P.E., Dragon Springs Buddhist, Inc.
S. Karimipour/M. George,NYSDEC Div. of Water

The applicant should provide one clear plan of all existing
structures on site for comparison with the proposed.

By copy of this letter, we are advising project
representatives of the potential need for these permits. It
is possible that the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation permit requiriments noted
above may change based upon additional information
received or as project modifications occur.
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Trees and other vegetation will be removed, increasing the
risk of erosion and flooding.

5. Tourism is our number-two source of income (with
agriculture first). Our beautiful peaceful rural landscape is
what draws visitors. When that landscape is cluttered with
industrial junk, pollution, and noise, who will come? When
the fracking boom is over, what will be left of our region?
Will the industry clean up everything and put it back the way
it was before fracking? Will tourists return? Unfortunately,
extractive industry is “boom and bust.” As usual, many wish
only to look at the immediate dollars and not think about
the effect over time.

The latest on the legal front (as reported by Dave Colavito
in the Summer 2012 Guardian) is that the Delaware River
Basin Commission (DRBC) postponed its vote, originally
scheduled for November, on regulations for gas drilling in
the Basin. It was postponed “. . . to allow additional time for
review by the five commission members.” There was a
DEC public hearing on November 29, 2011 of the
Supplemental Generic Environmental Impact Statement
(SGEIS); the DEC is still going through the thousands of
comments from that hearing, including those from the
BKAA.
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