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Nature’s kids, Jason and Chase (at right)
spent most of their time knee high in the
swampy areas near the Deli fields boat
launch. Awesome job boys! Far right, top:
at the head of the lunch line, Nature’s Kids
4H Club, Chase, Meadow, Madelyn, Leia,
Travis and Ryan. Photos by Karen VanDyk
Far right, bottom: These boys are enjoying
PBS Nature Cat binoculars. Top & bottom:
The 2016 Annual Cleanup volunteers and
unloading/sorting at the recycling station.
Photos by Kevin Kreischer
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MAILBAG:

Dear Paula and BKAA,

sudden death of your personal friend and longtime
volunteer at the BKAA. The loss to the organization and
your personal loss was so poignantly described that I want
to express my condolences to you.

I want to express how grateful I am for your efforts (and that
of your board) to preserve the lakes, ridges and valleys of
the Basha Kill Area. My family has been on Yankee Lake for
over 100 years. Last summer’s reunion was a huge
success. People came from all over (even London) to
gather and have a wonderful weekend. I will include a copy
of my Christmas letter describing the reunion and how
Yankee Lake is the center for our family get-togethers. I am
also enclosing a copy of my daughter Laura Lee’s story
about her “adventure” as a ten-year-old one summer at
Yankee Lake. You asked me a couple of years ago if you
could print it in the newsletter, and she now says that it
would be fine. (See page 15)

March 22, 2016

I know that future development will probably continue to
threaten the environment and way of life of the region’s
residents, but hopefully with your vigilance and that of the
BKAA board and volunteers, we can limit this to appropriate
areas.

Your recent issues of the Guardian continue to be excellent.
I took the guided tour of the D&H Canal with Gary Keeton
along with a number of other folks last July; I learned so
much about the geology of the Basha Kill, history of the
D&H Canal and the people who built and used it. Gary
pointed out plants and birds along the tow path. His stories
made the Canal come alive for our group.

Best wishes and thanks again for all that you and your
volunteers do.
Muriel Patterson Huttenbach
Marietta, Georgia

The spring issue 2015 of the “Guardian” mentioned the
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Spring 2016 New Members & Donors
Summer 2016 New Members

Kathleen Baxter — David Samuel Bloch — Gary Butler — Ellyce P. & Patrick Cavanaugh
Kathryn D. & Robert H. Collins — Alida De Boer — Christine Dewhurst — Joseph J. Giglio
Barbara & Victor Heitz — Melisande Hill — Frank Ketcham — Amy Kletter — Kevin McDermott
James E. McKeegan — Andrew H. Mills — Kathy O’Sullivan — Rose M. Quackenbush — Erika Ramos
Anita Salgunan — Lisa Soderblom — Elaine & Joseph Sosnicki — Grace Woodard
Summer 2016 Donors

Anna & Burt Angrist — Toby L. Boritz — Justina Burton — Sadell & Irwin Cantor — Jim Delaune — Margaret Dreyer
David Esmond — Ira Finkelstein — Marilyn Fiore — K. Susan Fontana — MaryAnn Geary-Halchak
Douglas Geiger — Joseph J. Giglio — Alva Jones — Robert J. Kurtz — Marlena Lange — Scott R. Larsen
Monique Lipton — Kevin McDermott — E. M. & M. Pilipski — Charles C. Sajeva — Anita Salgunan
Sandra J. Wallack — Grace Woodard

2016 BKAA Calendar of Events
All activities free and open to the public!

Friday, August 19, 8:30 pm
Moonlight Walk with Gary Keeton

Saturday, June 18, 8:30 pm
Moonlight Canoe/Kayak Adventure
with Scott Graber and Mike Medley

Amble along Haven Road and the Railroad Trail. Enjoy
moonrise over the ridge as you discuss the area’s natural
history. Meet at the Haven Road DEC parking lot (209
side). Contact Gary at (845)386-4892 for additional facts.

Experience the Basha Kill from a unique perspective!
Bring your own vessel and binoculars. Meet at South Road
Boat Launch. Must register and check trip’s status with
Mike at (845)754-0743.

Saturday, September 24, 10am
Canoe/Kayak the Basha Kill
with Scott Graber and Mike Medley

Sunday, July 17, 5:30 am
Sunrise Walk with Gary Keeton

Rise and shine! Enjoy the Basha Kill’s wonders from a
different view. Bring binoculars. Meet at Haven Road DEC
parking lot (209 side). Call Gary at (845)386-4892 for
information.

Join naturalists Scott and Mike for a late season venture
on this first day of autumn. Bring your own vessel and
binoculars. Meet at the South Road Boat Launch. Call
Mike at (845)754-0743 to register and for more details.

Sunday, July 31, 10 am
History of D&H Canal with Gary Keeton

Sunday, October 9, 9:30 am
Hike the Shawangunk Ridge with Mike Medley

Join Gary for a walk through time. Ever wonder about
local stone walls and foundations? Curious about how
people farmed the rocky soils or the relationship between
the Basha Kill and Pine Kill? Oh, and learn about the
canal, too! Meet at the DEC access road on Route 209
across from the Hometown Deli in Westbrookville. Bring
binoculars. Contact Gary at (845)386-4892 for particulars.

Moderately difficult hike, lasting 4-5 hours. Wear
comfortable sturdy shoes and bring water, lunch and
binoculars. Meet at the D&H Canal Kiosk at the Pat Moore
Memorial Picnic Grove on Sullivan Street in Wurtsboro.
Must register by calling Mike at (845)754-0743.

Join Gary for a walk through time. Ever wonder about
local stone walls and foundations? Curious about how
people farmed the rocky soils or the relationship between
the Basha Kill and Pine Kill? Oh, and learn about the
canal, too! Meet at the DEC access road on Route 209
across from the Hometown Deli in Westbrookville. Bring
binoculars. Contact Gary at (845)386-4892 for particulars.

Join Mike on a beautiful 5 mile loop hike on the
Shawangunk Ridge. Wear comfortable sturdy shoes and
bring water and lunch. Bring binoculars. Carpool or travel
in a caravan led by Mike. Meet at South Road fishing
platform (Westbrookville end) at 9:00am. Absolutely must
register for this trip by calling Mike at (845)754-0743.

Saturday, August 13, 10 am
Reprise of History of the D&H Canal
with Gary Keeton

Sunday, October 23, 9 am
Hike the Minisink Trail at Huckleberry State
Forest in the Town of Greenville with Mike Medley
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35th Annual BKAA Cleanup
Paula Medley

budged from their chairs or rocks until all prizes were
awarded. “Props” to everybody who dismantled this
venture’s infrastructure.

Wow, once again we experienced glorious weather for our
cleanup! Sunny skies and warm temperatures prevailed,
doubtless contributing to involvement by 80 plus
participants, including lots of young people from Monticello
Central School District’s Eco-Clubs, Nature’s Kids 4-H
Club, and Circleville Rangers 4-H.

In conclusion, our 35th Annual Cleanup was extremely
productive as widespread litter was eradicated amidst a
convivial atmosphere that fostered friendship and renewed
old ones. See you next year!

Many registered early, receiving door prize tickets from
Truth Muller and signing in with Paula Medley. Afterwards,
attendees acquired assorted garbage bags, some
biodegradable, and critical recycling instructions from
Linda Lou Bartle and Bill Lucas. Next, they advanced to
John Lavelle’s station, where John patiently and effectively
divided the crowd into workable crews for assignments
throughout the wetlands ecosystem, ensuring maximum
resource coverage.

Thanks to the following who ensured an extremely
successful Annual Cleanup. We apologize for any
errors.

Sarah Alies - Akiyah Ashley - Scott Baldinger - Linda Lou
Bartle - Galen, Pam and Eric Booth - Maureen Bowers Arlene Borko - Bill Bradl - Hal Brill - Aaliyah Brown - Frank,
Nora Brusinski and Susan O’Neill - Gef Chumard - Bob
and Kate Collins - Alexandria Cox - Bonnie Cunningham Wayne Decker - Stephen and Susan Erny - Anna, Alina,
and Paul Estep - Scott Fairbanks - Patricia Fairchild - Sean
and Marianne Feely - Bob and Marilyn Fiore - Kristin
Gaesser - Molly-Jean Garcia - Joseph Giglio - Vivian
Ginsberg - Lorry Green - Ryan Gyllenhammer - Mary Ann
Geary-Halchak - Fred Harding - Sandra Heck - Dick
Hirschman - Alva Jones - Kevin Kreischer - John Lavelle Bill Lucas - Jim McKeegan - Jack, Kim, and Elias
McConaghay - Bill and Mickey Maher - Michael and Paula
Medley - Suzanne Meier - Maura and Truth Muller - Martin
and Frances Nankin - Victoria O’Day - Patrick and Aiden
Owen - Anthony Perini - Ronnie Pfeister - Caitilin Rabbitt Colleen Roth - Christine Saward - Autumn Schanil - Nicole
Slevin - Dennis Solow - Mark Spina - Donna Stanton Cassidy Swenson - Dale and Theresa Ten Eyck - Burt
Thelander and Anne Prather - Karen Van Dyk and Nature’s
Kids 4-H Group - Renette Vealey - Amanda Loviza-Vickery
- Marcia Briggs Wallace - Andy Weil - John, Elizabeth and
Christine Zick.

Michael Medley, ably assisted by John Lavelle, assumed
troubleshooting duties, determining volunteers’ needs,
ensuring workers’ safety, and retrieving collected refuse.
Recyclables, encompassing metal, aluminum, plastic, and
glass were separated by Jackie Broder, Rachael Broder,
Fred Harding, Bill Lucas, Susan O’Neill, and Christine
Saward. While most members observed less debris this
year, some still encountered significant rubbish. Ultimately,
Fred’s trailer was filled with recyclables, which were later
transported to the landfill. Thanks Fred for your yeoman
labors and kudos to Rock Hill’’s Thompson Sanitation
Corporation for annually donating an indispensable
receptacle.

Following the obligatory group photograph, shot by Kevin
Kreischer, who recorded numerous images throughout the
day, President Paula Medley commended everyone on
their exceptional efforts. She particularly acknowledged
Marilyn and Bob Fiore for lovingly organizing the event’s
sumptuous dining extravaganza.

During the al fresco luncheon, individuals networked,
socialized, and shopped. Many purchased new tee shirts,
totes, and publications from Marcia Briggs Wallace, who
expertly coordinates the organization’s merchandise
operation and whose salesmanship garnered over $300
for BKAA coffers. Good job, Marcia!

Finally, there was the drawing of countless unique door
prizes donated by Ed Connor, Maura Muller, Frances
Nankin, Christine Saward, and the Medleys. Savoring
lunch and seemingly mesmerized by the warmth, few
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14th Annual BKAA Nature Watch Training
Maryallison Farley, Nature Watch Co-Leader

A very successful Annual Training for volunteers on
Saturday, April 2nd served as the kickoff for the 14th
season of the BKAA’s Nature Watch Program. Turn-out
was high with 35 in attendance including six newcomers.
Two different presentations, packed with information about
the Basha Kill and bald eagles, highlighted the morning.

the bald eagle - very helpful to Nature Watch Volunteers
who monitor the long-established bald eagle nest at the
Basha Kill.

Wrapping up the morning, Kevin Keller, Nature Watch CoLeader, and I summarized the nuts and bolts of the
program and its operation. Kevin then showed new
volunteers some of the basics of handling our spotting
scopes.

First up was Dr. Martin “Marty” Borko, retired Professor of
Biology and former Chair of the Biology Department at
Orange County Community College. He recalled the
history that led to the acquisition of the Basha Kill wetlands
by New York state in 1973 and the biological importance of
the wetlands. Lauding the BKAA for its proactive stance on
behalf of the Basha Kill, he also urged members to
encourage the NYS DEC to acquire additional land
adjoining the acreage that is already protected. He also
suggested that the BKAA look into grant funding for a
project to create passageways under South Road in order
to safely route salamanders across the road during their
breeding season.

Behind the scenes, many others helped to make this year’s
Training a success. Once again, kudos go to key Basha
Kill resource people, Gary Keeton and John Haas, who
were present to field questions in their areas of expertise.
Thanks also to bakers Eileen Lake, Beverly Rihn & Donna
Stanton who fed us with delectable homemade treats.
Cathy Liljequist, Nature Watch Co-Leader, Eileen Lake and
MaryAnn Halchak moved attendees swiftly and efficiently
through the registration process – thanks for taking on that
job. Don Kenny continues to generously supply Nature
Watch with photocopies of the many forms and documents
that keep our program running. Finally we appreciate
Nature Watch Volunteer, Michael Dunckley, for serving as
photographer for our event (see his photos on page 7).
These are just some of the people that help to keep this
wonderful educational program going!

Then Scott Rando, local nature writer and photographer
and columnist for The River Reporter, shared a wonderful
selection of his photographs taken of Delaware River bald
eagle nests. The photos, with his insightful commentary,
clearly documented the different stages of development of

Spring Migration ‘16
John Haas

Spring migration is a wonderful time of year. Birders can’t
wait to get out in the field to see the first arriving song birds
that pass through or remain to breed at the Bashakill. The
array of colors and songs can be breath taking. I always
enjoy standing beside new birders or casual observers on
my bird walks when they get their first glimpse of a Scarlet
Tanager or Baltimore Oriole. The very sight of these birds
has hooked some people into a life of birding! So many
birds visit the Bashakill on migration that well over a
hundred species can be seen here in a single day. This
event is so spectacular that it draws people from near and
far to spend their mornings in the Bashakill in search of
some of the most sought after avian treasures. This spring
alone, hundreds of birders, from dozens of bird clubs from
Long Island to the Finger Lakes spent countless hours
finding birds at the Bashakill. Not only do we have striking
spring migrants such as Bay-breasted, Cape May,
Mourning and Tennessee Warblers to find, there is always
the chance of something special. This spring was no
exception to the rule. Several really good finds for our area

Summer 2016

occurred at the Bashakill this spring.

On our “Big Day” we had the pleasure of hearing a calling
Sandhill Crane in the marsh between Haven Road and the
Main Boat Launch. Apparently arriving just before dark, it
undoubtedly spent the night and was gone in the morning.
This was only the fourth time we had had this wonderful
bird at the Bashakill. Other great finds took place this
spring as well. Lance Verderame was lucky enough to find
two rare warblers for our area. The first, an OrangeCrowned Warbler and the second a Yellow-Breasted Chat!
Both are great finds for our county. I was even able to get
in on the action, finding a White-Eyed Vireo on the Nature
Trail. This is only the second time I have seen this species
in the county in my 24 years of birding! It is also the first
one ever photographed here. All of this is what helps make
birding a wonderful hobby, filled with anticipation of the
next great find. More than likely, the next one will be at the
Bashakill too!
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Spring Warbler Walk
Truth Muller

were hearing, answered questions and continually pointed
out and identified bird after bird. Our binoculars trained on
the high branches above, we spotted tiny Blue-gray
Gnatcatchers, a flashy male American Redstart, several
drab but rather musical Warbling Vireos, and both male
and female Orioles. In the understory, besides the
omnipresent Catbirds, we found Common Yellowthroats,
“the bandit birds” with their distinctive black masks, Least
Flycatchers yelling “Chebec! Chebec! Chebec!”, Redwinged Blackbirds squealing like rusty hinges, Robins
hunting worms, and a few of the familiar front yard “feeder
birds”, like chickadees, titmice and nuthatches. In one bush
right before trees gave way to water, John pointed out in
succession a Yellow-rumped, a Black-throated Blue and a
Blackpoll Warbler. We then turned back towards The
Orchard, picking up even more species. I caught a glimpse
of a bird I had only seen in field guides: my first Canada
Warbler, lemon yellow below and deep navy blue above,
with a necklace of inky black spots at its throat. Beautiful.

There are few better ways to fully appreciate the Basha
Kill in spring then to take a nature walk through it, and
whether you are a seasoned birder or simply curious to
meet a few of the 235-odd bird species living in and
passing through the wetland, John Haas’ Spring Warbler
Walk is a perfect choice.

This year I joined a veritable army of binocular-clad birders
eager to search out their quarry of yellow, blue, green, grey
and orange birds known as warblers, the tiny, Technicolor
creatures that, while sometimes difficult to identify, are
always wonderful to behold.

The day was May 14th, commonly held by birders and
scientists to be the zenith of spring warbler migration.
Thick, wet fog filled the valley like soup in a bowl, but it
seemed the dismal weather reports would prove false - the
sun broke through, revealing the thousand shades of green
that clothe the ridge and valley this time of year. Just three
or even two weeks ago the ridge was a smoky grey of bare
deciduous branches, with the slightest hint of pink buds
and a few scattered evergreen streaks, like the first and
only brush strokes on an unfinished, forgotten canvas. But
now, in the night, the artist has picked up brush and palette
and painted life into the land again. And with the call of
spring leaves, the music of buds burst open wide, comes
the familiar refrain of migratory birdsong.

Back in The Orchard, a Chestnut-sided Warbler (a
personal favorite of mine) gave everyone great views as it
broke from its usual restless behavior and stood stock still
for nearly a minute. Over half a decade ago, on the same
day, the same walk, and within a yard or two of that exact
same spot, I looked through the binoculars my
grandmother had climbed Mount Fuji with fifty-six years
ago, and saw my first Chestnut-sided Warbler. John Haas
had spotted it, directed me towards its perch, and took the
time to teach me the little bird’s name. The warblers, vireos
and thrushes were all new to me then, even the Redwinged Blackbirds dancing on the tall wetland grasses. I
was astounded by the color of their feathers, the music of
their songs, and the excitement generated by their
unpredictable movements. It was the day I discovered the
true magic of the Basha Kill, pure natural wonder in the
springtime air. It was the day I became a birder.

Our walk began at 8:00 AM sharp on a short trail known as
The Orchard. To the right is the marshy edge of the Basha
Kill’s main waterway, to the left a thick stand of pine,
hardwoods and gnarled apple trees wearing cloaks of Wild
Grape and Poison Ivy Vines, the forest floor hidden under
large ferns and tangled brush. It is a prehistoric looking
place, and birds inhabit every inch of it. From somewhere
deep within the trees a Louisiana Waterthrush gave out its
loud, ringing whistle. Yellow warblers, little balls of fiery life,
bubbled their cheerful song, chased each other about the
treetops, and alighted mere feet from our heads, bold as
birds of prey. Baltimore Orioles singing sweet notes flew
back and forth like citrus-colored comets across the path.
Brick-red robins and a single pale brown Veery scampered
over the ground before us, joined by a multitude of foraging
Chipmunks. Out on the water the high, clear whistle of
incoming Wood Ducks drew our attention just in time to
see them land with a splash. Geese honked, Cardinals
chipped, Jays jayed, and to complete the scene, dozens of
Catbirds mewled and imitated the songs about them, even
further amplifying the feeling that a bird was hidden behind
every leaf.

We then found ourselves on Haven Road. Hanging a right
towards the bridge, John Haas named the calls of birds we

Summer 2016

Thanks John!
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Kevin Keller, Nature Watch co-leader, introduces
new volunteers to the spotting scopes. Photo by
Michael Dunckley

Enjoying the view from Gobbler’s Knob.
SEE ARTICLE
ON PAGE 8

White-Eyed Vireo on the nature trail on
May 14, 2016,
a rare visitor
to the
Bashakill!
Photo by
John Haas

Dr. Marty Borko
speaks to volunteers
at the training. Photo
by Michael Dunckley
SEE
NATURE WATCH
ARTICLE
ON PAGE 4

Along the nature trail
of the Basha Kill,
birders look on during
the Spring Migration
Warbler Walk with
John Haas on May 14,
2016. Photo by Patricio
Robayo
SEE ARTICLE
ON PAGE 6
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Hike to Gobbler’s Knob Fred Harding

On Sunday, April 17th, the sun rose over the Shawangunk
Ridge in clear blue skies. The air was clean and crisp.
Conditions were just right for a hike on the winding trail that
rises some 450 vertical feet above the Bashakill to
Gobbler’s Knob, standing about 1000 feet above sea level.

moves along the trail, and often leads to the birth of new
long lasting friendships.

As they approached the summit, the group paused to enjoy
the spectacular view of the valley below proudly displaying
its jewel, the Bashakill.

Outdoor Educator, Mike Medley and his lifelong friend Bob
McMahon, waited at the Bashakill Fishing Platform for the
participants to assemble. Warbler songs, more pleasant
and calming than the music from the best Bose, completed
the ambience of the moment.

Following a healthy swallow of water and an energy snack,
the hardy pioneers decided to forsake the easier roadway
option to return and instead opted to take the trail back
down in order to enjoy more time in the wilderness and
reflect on the lessons and observations of the day.

But then, as if scripted, when the last of the seventeen
hikers arrived, the serenity was interrupted by geese
sounding reveille – time to get up and get going.

One such reflection centered on the sight of turkey vultures
gliding in wobbly circles overhead as they rode the wind
currents on their 70 inch wingspans and examined and
smelled the terrain below for their next meal. As Mike
pointed out, Turkey vultures do not really build nests and
often just hollow out a spot in the soil, a hole in a deadfall
or a rock crevice. This is unlike the eagle which normally
constructs a substantial nest of sticks high in an
evergreen—a perfect segue to mention the Nature Watch
spotting scopes at the Bashakill boat launch.

As the hikers ascended the trail with Mike, their guide and
educator for the day they passed a stand of Hemlocks.
Mike explained forests of these trees spawned a major
commercial industry in Mamakating and throughout
Sullivan County. Almost every early homestead was
equipped to tan leather for clothing, boots, harnesses and
saddles. As people began to cluster together in villages
and eventually cities, their demand for leather products
continued, but now the supply came from commercial
tanneries in the Catskills. One hundred years ago the
Catskill region produced more tanned leather than any
other area in the United States. James Eldridge Quinlan
wrote: There’s an old saying, “The Civil War was won with
the boots tanned in Sullivan County."

So, for many, the hike did not end the day’s adventure.
Mike and his old friend Bob led several of the new found
friends to the boat launch where they watched eagles soar
by on 80 plus inch wing spans returning to their nest. They
also peered through the scopes to see the eagles and
osprey feeding their young. And then after further
immersing themselves in the wonders of the wetlands of
the Bashakill, they crossed the road to the Basha Kill
Winery where they, like the young eagles, enjoyed food and
beverage on the patio beside the pond---completing a
perfect day in harmony with nature at the Bashakill.

The group enjoyed hearing about landmarks beside the trail
and as they trekked along, began to share their knowledge
of flora and fauna spotted and bird songs heard. As Mike
has relayed to the author of this account, on all of these
hikes social interaction begins slowly, expands as the group

NEWS BRiEF:

The GeoTourism Map serves as a great guide to Places to
Go, Where to Stay and Things to Do in our region. Check
it out!

Scenic, Wild Delaware
GeoTourism Map Includes
Bashakill WMA
Maryallison Farley

It’s official! The Bashakill Wildlife Management Area
(WMA) is part of the new, interactive geotourism map
which highlights the natural and cultural attractions of a
seven county region around the Delaware River in NY, NJ
and PA. The WMA is one of 54 sites listed in the Natural
Area category. Go to the following link to see the entry for
the WMA:
http://delawareriver.natgeotourism.com/content/bashakillwildlife-management-area/del00b9b58957d051238

Summer 2016
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Come Clean:
Basha Kill Garden Update

We will add our favorite, Dragon Wing Begonias, which
offer a bright red flower throughout the season. We’ve had
to share our begonias with a rather large groundhog who
lives on the premises. Groundhog is a bit shy with people,
but not shy at all about visiting our garden for a regular
feast. She likes the dragon wings, but doesn’t seem to decimate them, so we’re willing to share.

Cathy Dawkins and Patricia Diness

Come Clean will have another “maintenance” year in 2016.
We have already worked to clean and tidy up both the
Haven Road “Gateway” Garden and the Village Laundry
Garden. We’ve pulled leaves, trimmed last year’s deadwood, weeded, and assessed. Both gardens are healthy
and happy, ready for a new set of annuals to add color and
vibrancy.

The Birdhouses: Our birdhouses are a bit worse for wear,
so we will dip into our supply and replace them with new
ones, hoping to have inhabitants again.

Our Haven Road Trees continue to awe us. They’re
healthy and growing! We tend them to try to encourage
growth that will protect the other plants in our garden. We
even discovered a few seedlings, which, as they grow, may
be moved to create a full backdrop to our garden.

The laundry garden presents its own set of challenges, not
the least of which is heavier gloves to deal with our rosebush (ouch!) The grasses, hydrangea’s and hostas look
like they will be magnificent and the clematis continues its
steady growth, offering multiple bloom cycles during the
summer. We will also add the Dragon Wings to this garden to keep some full-season color.

Russian Sage is healthy with new growth, and lots of
seedlings. This is the plant that gives the late summer
lavender glow to the Haven Road garden.

Linda Lou Bartle Receives Environmental Award

(President’s Note: BKAA Board Member and Water Testing
Coordinator, Linda Lou Bartle, issued the following remarks
upon receiving the Bald Eagle Environmental Award from
Mamakating’s Democratic Committee)
Hi everyone, good morning..
I started my journey as a volunteer with the Basha Kill Area
Association Nature Watch Program in 2011.
I contributed photos and wrote articles for
the BKAA Guardian publication and took over as admin of
the BKAA Social Media site on Facebook.
Within a year I was asked to join the Basha Kill Area
Association Board.
Not being able to get enough eagles in my life, I was
also Volunteer monitoring
wintering eagles at
the Mongaup Blind, in Forestburgh NY.
This led me to become the volunteer nest monitor at
Yankee Lake where I live.
In the summer of 2013 I was monitoring a rare occurrence.
We had three eaglets beginning to fledge at Yankee lake
and one of them became distressed.
I called everyone I could think of to confirm what looked like
a very sick eagle.
I coordinated a rescue with Ravensbeard Wildlife Center
and my local wildlife friends to save its life.
My call saved her from a deadly virus in the nick of time
and six weeks later my volunteer friends and myself had
the pleasure of seeing that immature eagle released back
at Yankee lake. ( Eagle ID #Z94)

While I was engaged in my eagle volunteering, I asked
Paula Medley, President of the BKAA if I could become the
Water Testing Coordinator.
I had ideas, inspiration and knew people who would enjoy
a chance at helping out.
My real job is working in a HS biology class and I had a few
wetland professional friends who could guide me where I
might be lacking in knowledge .
This is my 4th year of water testing, I manage 6 teams of
volunteers , work with state of the art equipment, and keep
records of our results.
I’ve attended Hudson River watershed conferences and
continue to attend Delaware River watershed conferences.
Last year I joined the DEC’s newest program WAVE “
Water Assessments by Volunteer Evaluators” WAVE has
taken our Basha kill water testing a step further.
I was officially trained to test for Macro Invertebrates (or
very small bugs). Depending on results, and DEC
guidelines, this type of testing will take place every 4-5
years. Its a better report card on the health of our Basha
kill tributary’s.
I must thank my team members and my peers who have
been very supportive. I couldn’t ask for a better group of
people to work with.
I feel very lucky to receive this award and be associated
with the great volunteers at the Basha Kill Area Association.
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Leadership Sullivan Class of 2016 Visits the Basha Kill
Terry Grafmuller, Board Secretary, soon to be Vice-Chair

On May 18, 2016, Leadership Sullivan Class of 2016
visited the Bashakill Wildlife Management Area (WMA) in
Wurtsboro, New York where, for nine years, the Basha Kill
Area Association (BKAA) has been our host. This year’s
tour began at the Haven Road bridge with BKAA outdoor
educator Mike Medley addressing the WMA’s history and
wetlands ecology. At the completion of Mike’s talk, 20
students carpooled to the South Road boat launch, where
their outing continued with Paula Medley informally
discussing the BKAA’s role, viewing nesting eaglets
through a spotting scope, and walking on a nearby trail
with Mike. Participants found it enlightening that many
have lived in Sullivan County their entire lives without
knowing that the WMA, a beautiful piece of nature, exists
right here under their noses. It was also wonderful seeing
people so passionate about the environment. Thank you
BKAA for being such an important part of our leadership
course.
As background, Leadership Sullivan is a program
organized by the Sullivan County Chamber of Commerce
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Foundation and has been active since 1999. The
Foundation is comprised of a volunteer board of directors
consisting of 20-25 members. who chair committees that
manage finance, alumni, supports, graduation, etc. Each
year we spend from September to May taking students
(employees of Sullivan County businesses and agencies)
to sites throughout the county informing them of what is
here. We have a theme for each month: tourism,
agriculture, education, crime and justice, media and
communications, and environment. Each class is also
charged with completing a project focused on helping a
Sullivan County not for profit. This activity usually includes
fund raising and “hands on” involvement and is where
leadership skills are honed.
Most counties have similar leadership initiatives, which
have proven to be very beneficial to the counties they
serve. The more educated our residents and business
people, the more our county will flourish. For additional
information
about
Leadership
Sullivan,
visit
www.leadershipsullivan.org or find us on Facebook.
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Solving Sylvan Puzzles: The Work of a Forest Historian
Michael Kudish

In the mid-1990s, I found that I could remove peat from
Catskill bogs, identify the fossil plant parts preserved in the
peat, and send the rest of the peat sample to a laboratory
for radiocarbon dating. Now I’m reconstructing forest
history all the way back to the end of the Ice Age. Finally!

I am a forest historian. There are very few of us in New
York State. In New England, there are more forest
historians because some have written about their region,
but New England’s forest industry is considerably different
from ours in New York (we have far more original forest
left - forest that has never been cleared, cut, or burned
over). In North Carolina, there is based the Forest History
Society, a non-profit organization which studies and
reports on the whole United States, but concentrates
mainly on forests on federal lands in the southeast and
northwest corners of our nation.

Two examples from the local Basha Kill Area

When I was a student traveling northwest on Route 17, I
wondered why there were oak forests dominating the
Shawangunks, Wurtsboro, and surrounding the Basha Kill
up to approximately Rock Hill. Beyond Rock Hill and on
through Monticello, the forest changed. Oaks were
uncommon. Instead there were birch - beech - maple
(northern hardwoods) forests. Now I know why. Oaks
result from thousands of years of repeated burning by
Native Peoples.

I began as a botany major as an undergraduate, but as a
graduate student plunged more deeply into plant ecology.
Then, because of the influence of my major professor who
taught us some forest history, my interest in plant ecology
began to go backwards in time: how can I reconstruct a
forest’s past looking at it in the present?

In the fall of 2012, I was given a copy of the Basha Kill
Wetlands: A Field Guide (2007). I went to the plant list first
and to my amazement found balsam fir. If balsam fir is
native to the Basha Kill area, then my hypothesis on how
this conifer migrated into the Catskills from the Poconos
after the ice sheet melted ca. 14,000 years ago was in
error! Michael Medley on May 17, 2016 (before the
Mamakating Library presentation on forest history) gave
me a fine tour of the Basha Kill area. Michael’s tour,
coupled with my two earlier visits in 1989 and 2012,
yielded no balsam fir. If further searches also result in the
absence of the fir, then I need not change my hypothesis.

My Ph.D. dissertation, Vegetational History of the Catskill
High Peaks, (1971, New York State College of Forestry at
Syracuse) was the beginning of a life-long study to work
out how forests of this region developed since the end of
the Ice Age over 14,000 years ago. The dissertation was
in response to a puzzle that began to nag me after some
recreational hiking. Why were the forests on the mountain
tops in the Catskills, at the same (or very similar), elevation
so different from each other? It required about three
decades to solve this sylvan puzzle. The answer is too
complex to present briefly here. Over the years, I have
learned that a forest historian must IDEALLY master three
requirements:

How a forest historian can help others

A forest historian may be, on occasion, of assistance to
non-profit organizations and individuals. Articles can be
written for newsletters such as this, and for magazines.
Lectures can be given and fields trips led. Historical
societies often have inquiries that can be answered libraries, museums, environmental organizations, and
writers doing research, too. Often plant specimens or plant
photos are sent for identification.

1. be a botanist who can identify all the trees and smaller
plants

2. be a plant ecologist who can understand all the subtle
and complex interrelationships among plants, other
organisms, and their environments; and - - -

3. be a historian who knows all the industrial history of the
region - where the sawmills were, the tanneries, the
quarries, the farms, and the woods roads built to serve
them. Also where the forest fires were, storm damage,
disease and defoliation.

Enjoy reading and interpreting the landscape!

Michael Kudish, Ph-D, Professor Emeritus, Paul Smith’s
College Division of Forestry Arkville, NY, May 23, 2016

Have I mastered all three requirements? Of course not. I
have barely “scratched the surface.”

Until the mid-1990s, after over twenty years of studying
Catskills forests, I found that I reached an historic deadend. I could go back in time only as far as there are written
records of early European settlers, and as far back as
three ring counts would permit - 300 to 400 years. But
what happened before then, during the 14,000 or so years
since the ice sheet melted?
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Herps on the Gunks
Bill Cutler and Susan Erny

Herpetology is the study of reptiles and amphibians.
The term is derived from the Greek word “herpeton”
which means to creep or crawl about on one’s belly. This
article discusses the Shawangunks’ frog and
salamander residents. A future article will investigate
lizards and other herps found in the Shawangunks.

Shale, reducing its pH to a level frogs can tolerate.
Peepers require more pH-neutral water to breed in, so
these frogs seek out shallow ponds and swampy areas
with naturally buffering soils.
SALAMANDERS

Another amphibian common to the Gunks is the
salamander. There are four species of mole
salamanders, or Ambystomids, that inhabit the
Shawangunk Ridge: the spotted salamander, blue
spotted, Jefferson, and marbled. These creatures spend
most of their lives buried underground in burrows
created by shrews and moles, hence their name.
Spotted salamanders are familiar as the large black
salamander with bright yellow spots seen crossing local
roads in early spring en route to their breeding ponds.
Jefferson salamanders and blue-spotteds maintain
distinct populations in the Shawangunks. However,
along the southwestern ridge, some hybridization
between these two species has been reported.

FROGS

Pickerel frogs, gray tree frogs, wood frogs, bull frogs,
green frogs, toads and chorus frogs (e.g. Spring
Peepers) are common. Most New York State frogs,
toads and salamanders hibernate over winter. Wood
frogs, chorus frogs, and toads dig under leaf and bark
litter on the ground, and they may freeze almost solid
as winter sets in. They are equipped with an anti-freezelike compound in their bodies that allows them to turn
into “frog-sicles.” They are not rock-hard, but are more
the consistency of hard ice cream. They stop breathing
and their hearts stop beating. Once the temperature
starts to rise in the spring they begin to thaw, and the
glycerol-like anti-freeze compound reverts back to
normal frog physiology and they are ready to move
about. Other frogs, like the bullfrog, hibernate under
water, only breathing through their moist skin. An
exception is the pickerel frog that has been found under
bottom debris in winter ponds and occasionally under
leaf litter on land.

Mole salamanders eat worms and invertebrates
underground. You won’t see these herps very often
because of their fossorial (subterranean) lifestyle.
However, once a year they move in a mass migration to
breeding pools to lay their eggs. You might chance to
see them either in early spring, as with the spotted, blue
spotted, and Jefferson salamanders, or in the fall, the
marbled salamanders, as they leave their burrows en
route to their breeding ponds—possibly the same ponds
they were born in! Salamander eggs hatch in a couple of
weeks. The larval salamanders mature in a few months
into four-legged juvenile salamanders, and then they
leave the pond or vernal pool. They may sometimes
travel a distance of a mile or two from their birthplace.
Other lungless salamanders, or Plethodontids, such as
the red-backed and dusky salamander, reside on the
Gunks, but we’ll delve more into those “sallies” in a
future article.

The quartz conglomerate—the white rock that is so
characteristic of the Ridge—lacks calcium and
magnesium which means there is poor buffering of
hydrogen ions in the water, making it more acidic. Most
frogs can’t survive in the lakes Minnewaska, Awosting,
Haseco (Mud Pond) and Maratanza that tend to be very
acidic, with a pH approaching 4, though wood frogs have
adapted to lower pH conditions and may be found in
fairly acidic water. Water in Lake Mohonk passes
through layers of naturally pH-buffering Martinsburg

Bill Cutler has a degree in biology from Binghamton
University with concentrations in environmental science
and geology. He has worked as the Sullivan County
Recycling Coordinator for 25 years. Bill leads “herp” walks
for the Basha Kill Area Association as well as the Sullivan
County Audubon Society.
Susan Erny is a Friends board member.
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This article was previously published in SHAWANGUNK
WATCH, the
newsletter of the Friends of the
Shawangunks and the Shawangunk Conservancy which
are dedicated to preserving open space in the
Shawangunk Mountains.

BKAA GUARDIAN

Summer 2016

Leadership Sullivan Class of 2016 visits the Basha Kill.
See story on page 10. Photo by Terry Grafmuller

Linda Lou Bartle with husband Michael and son Jesse
before receiving the Bald Eagle Environmental Award.
Photo by Cecilia Walsh
See story - page 9

Birder John Haas led 34 birders of all levels
through the Basha Kill on his annual Waterfowl
Outing. Photo by Karen Miller

See HERPS ON THE
GUNKS - page 12

Two grey tree frogs. Photo by Dustykid

Blue-spotted salamander. Photo by Greg Schecter
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Mike Kudish talking to Mamakating Library
audience about forest history.
See SYLVAN PUZZLES - page 11
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BKAA in the Community
Paula Medley

Summer 2016

10/16/15 - BKAA reps attended Sullivan County Audubon
Society’s Annual Meeting.

4/21/16 - 1. BKAA rep presided over an informational
table at SUNY Sullivan’s Earth Day Celebration.

2. BKAA participated in Mamakating Lions
Journey for Sight Wine and Walk.

4/27, 4/29 - BKAA led 60 students from Monticello’s RJK
Middle School on Basha Kill tours.

10/17/15 - 1. Michael Medley led a hike on Huckleberry
Ridge.

2. BKAA furnished wetlands and organizational
materials at SUNY Orange Earth Day festivities.

10/18/15 - BKAA reps spoke at Friends of the
Shawangunks Annual Meeting.

5/5/16
- BKAA reps welcomed Monticello High School
students to the Basha Kill via guided walks, access to
spotting scopes, and a presentation by Truth Muller.

10/24/15 - BKAA 43rd Annual Meeting.

5/8/16 - BKAA participated in the 6th Annual Tulip Festival
and Mother’s Day Celebration at Honors Haven in
Ellenville.

12/2/15 - BKAA reps attended Sullivan County Visitor’s
Association (SCVA) Annual Meeting and Holiday Party.

12/5/15 - BKAA co-sponsored a showing of PBS’ Nature
Cat program at Mamakating Library.

5/10/16 - BKAA represented at a State Environmental
Quality Review Act (SEQR) workshop.

1/12, 3/8, 4/12/16 - BKAA rep at Sullivan County Trail
Committee meetings.

5/14/16 - John Haas conducted his “Spring Migration
Walk.”

12/13/15 - BKAA participated in a “Waterfowl of the Basha
Kill” presentation at Morgan Outdoors.

5/11/16 - BKAA reps engaged in SCVA Annual Literature
Exchange in Roscoe.

2/1/16 - BKAA rep escorted Cerro Blanco Executive
Director on a Basha Kill tour.

5/15/16 - BKAA reps met with Deerpark Rural Alliance
leadership.

2/3/16 - BKAA sponsored a program on Cerro Blanco.

5/17/16 - BKAA rep guided forest historian Dr. Michael
Kudish through the Basha Kill. Later, BKAA reps attended
Dr. Kudish’s lecture on “Local Laurel Lore; Learning Forest
History” at Mamakating Library.

2/6/16 - BKAA sponsored Ravensbeard Wildlife Center’s
“Live Bird Show” during Wurtsboro’s Winterfest.

3/2/16 - BKAA rep attended Sullivan County Planning
workshop on municipal planning for large-scale solar
farms.

5/18/16 - BKAA facilitated Leadership Sullivan Class of
2016’s “Basha Kill Day” through an onsite presentation and
walk.

3/5/16 - BKAA reps at Sullivan Renaissance’s Annual
Conference.

6/4/16 - 1. BKAA furnished information at the 9th Annual
Earth and Water Festival at Thomas Bull Park in
Orange County.

3/9, 3/23, 4/7, 4/21, 5/5, 6/2/16 - BKAA rep attended
Mamakating Master Plan Steering Committee Meetings.

2. Scott Graber educated “Birding for Beginners”
attendees.

3/26/16 - John Haas guided birders on his “Early Spring
Waterfowl Migration” excursion.

6/5/16 - Bill Cutler led his “Happy for Herps” outing.

4/2/16 - Nature Watch Training.

6/11/16
- The BKAA and HUB co-sponsored a
canoe/kayak float at the Basha Kill.

4/16/16 - 1. 35th Annual Basha Kill Cleanup.

2. Nature Watch Program begins, continuing until
mid-June.

4/17/16 - Michael leads a group up Gobbler’s Knob.

6/12/16 - Dr. Marty Borko guided participants on a Natural
History Walk.
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Catching Myself

contact, my face remained pointed towards the sky, the
line pulling at the skin around my nose. The pole bent
under the weight of my catch. The hook was lodged in a
tear duct, so my cheeks were wet. With my right hand free,
I waved to my mom and tried to smile.
She looked at the taut line and at my knuckles, white from
gripping the pole. “Well honey,” she said calmly, “Give
yourself some slack.”
Why hadn’t I thought of that? My thumb pressed the
release button, and my chin dropped to my chest. The
hook didn’t hurt so long as it stayed still. When tugged, pain
pulsated from my nostril around my face, through my ears,
and into my brain. “Come here, girl,” said Mom, pointing to
the center seat.
“No, Mommy, you can’t touch it. It hurts.”
The corners of her lips curled then flattened as she
delivered my options. “You can either let me take the hook
out, or we’re going to the hospital with the fishing pole in
your hand.” She wouldn’t think of cutting the line. She was
a “tough love” kind of mom. I moved towards her. “Tilt your
head back,” she instructed, looking deep in my nose.
“Gosh, it’s really up there. I might have to get out the
pliers.”
She scanned her tackle box. Assessing the situation like a
good nurse, she announced her plan of action. “I’m just
going to pretend you’re a big bigmouth bass. You ready?”
I tried to nod, but my head was in her lap, and her legs
squeezed my jaw in place. She pushed the hook further
up my nose. I winced. She felt the soft tissue release the
hook, then twisted it out the nostril.
“All done,” she said, examining the hook. “And you still
have your worm.” It was true, the worm was a little loose
but perfectly intact. “When we get home, we’ll disinfect your
nose. But you can finish up the worm first, if you want to.”
It sounded like a good idea. She looped the worm around
the book. “Thank goodness I cut the barbs off,” she said.
She let go of the line, and I dropped it next to the boat.
Before the sun set, I caught three catfish on that same
worm.
Now, twenty years later, I still call on Mom when I get
myself tangled up. The problem is usually trickier than
getting a fishhook up my nose-for instance, I don’t think I
can afford health insurance anymore. But her advice is
often the same: “Honey, calm down, take a deep breath,
and give yourself some slack. It’s going to be okay.’’

Laura Lee Patterson Huttenbach

“Honey, my ears are tired,” said my Mom, placing the oar
in our rowboat. I’d been talking a lot. I was always talking
a lot. I was ten years old, and I had important things to say.
“Why do your ears get tired, Mom?” I asked. “I listen to my
teacher all day in school, and my ears are fine.’’
Mom set her fishing pole against the side of the boat and
leaned towards me. “I need five minutes of quiet time,
baby. Can you do that for me?” As a nurse, she had a
soothing way of giving directions. I laughed. Of course I
could do it-five minutes would pass in no time.
We were on summer vacation at Yankee Lake in the
Catskill Mountains. No telephones, no TV, no traffic. Just a
stack of books, a deck of cards, a box of dominoes, and
neighbors with kids my age who invited me over to play.
Mom’s favorite time was evening, when she would row out
to a craggy stump or a submerged log and cast her line. On
most nights, the kids around the lake would play softball.
But this night, I joined my Mom in the boat.
I released the drag on my gold Zebco 404 pole and
advanced the reel twice as the line clicked in place. Mom
swung her legs over the seat to face the back of the boat
and took a deep breath. I stared at my red-andwhite.bobber floating in the lake. Here fishy, fishy. The only
sound was water lapping against our boat. Silence, to me,
was an opportunity to speak. Mom was usually my
audience, though my brothers and sister and all my stuffed
animals heard my stories, too. Motormouth, they called me.
I was over-sociable, a special child. With four kids — I am
the baby — Mom retreated to the lake for peace and quiet.
Suddenly my bobber shot below the surface. I jerked my
pole to set the hook and reeled in the line as if my life
depended on it. It was going to be a big one. Mom would
be so impressed. I yanked so hard the hook flew out of the
fish’s mouth and soared above the water. It skipped across
the surface and landed on my face, right under my left
nostril. Instinctively, I did what anyone does when
something tickles her nose-I sniffed, sucking in the hook. I
kept reeling, eager to land the big fish.
The last three, maybe four, winds of the reel sent my head
back, nose straight up in the air, hook set in my nostril. For
a moment, I sat still, looking at my mother’s back. I
guessed that five minutes hadn’t passed, but I had
something to say.
“Mommy?”
“Honey, please,” she answered without looking at me. “I
asked for five minutes.”
“I know, Mom, but I really think you’re going to want to hear
this. You see, I got the fishhook stuck up my nose.”
“What?” She spun around. Lowering my eyes to make
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Laura Lee Patterson Huttenbach has spent every summer
vacationing with her family, the Pattersons, at Yankee Lake
since she was two weeks old. She is the author of “The
Boy is Gone: Conversations with a Mau Mau General”
(Ohio University Press, 20 15), the life story of a Kenyan
tea fanner and independence leader whom she met while
backpacking
in
Africa.
Her
website
is
www.LLHuttenbach.com.
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The Patterson Family Reunion at Yankee Lake
Muriel Patterson Huttenbach

but I think Pat gave us a few points. When someone
walked up to my cousin Pat Brown and asked to take a
picture, she said, “Am I the fossil?” Marisa’s team didn’t
know where to find a blueberry pie, but she had blueb
erries, so she used them to construct the mathematic
symbol for Pi. For the picture of the most beautiful woman
at Yankee Lake, several people were smart enough to take
a picture of Pat’s wife, Yve, knowing that would win the
most favor with the judge. Pattersons are a resourceful
bunch.

(President’s Note: Events, like the reunion described
below, enhance our quality of life and are facilitated by the
area’s rural residential character and diverse environment
of lakes, rivers, forests, mountains, and wetlands, which
the BKAA tirelessly strives to protect through education
and advocacy.)

Over a weekend in mid-July 2015, 56 Pattersons
converged on my cottage at Yankee Lake in the Catskill
Mountains for a family reunion. My oldest son, Pat, was
the official host. My cottage and my Sears cabins were
filled to the brim with guests and fortunately the septic
system held up, and nobody had to use my outhouse. On
Friday afternoon, we kicked off the weekend with a bit of
family history. I arranged for us to take a tour of the Fort
Montgomery Battlefield, along the Hudson River, where in
1777, our ancestor John Reed fought as a militiaman in
the American Revolution. I gave out information packets
from research on John Reed as
well as the battle, and we got a tour
from a man dressed as a
Continental soldier. When he shot
his musket, all the kids squealed,
excited that learning history can be
fun.

The whole scene was a hoot that continued late into the
night around a campfire. We sang songs, told stories, and
performed skits. The scavenger hunt teams had to
compete in various tasks like a bear mating call. Most
everyone thought Bob, the Adirondack hunting guide, had
that one in the bag. But my team nominated Laura Lee and
her cousin, Alicia, to perform. So Alicia sat down wearing
a bear nametag, and Laura Lee
called her on her cell phone. In a
sexy voice, Laura Lee asked
what Alicia the Bear was wearing.
Then she said, “So, do you want
to mate?” Alicia said, “What a
creep!” and then hung up. Three
generations of laughter and
cheers carried across the lake as
we closed the evening with
fireworks.

That night, my cousin Bob Brown,
an Adirondack hunting and fishing
guide wearing suspenders and a
lure hat, ran the first annual Patterson Fishing Tournament,
broken into three age groups. Some of the little sunfish
were so small that they didn’t even register on Bob’s scale.
Winners (which were determined by effort as much as
result) got special prizes like flashlights and lures. On
Saturday, the big event was a scavenger hunt. Pat divided
up all the nuclear families, encouraging us to get to know
relatives we don’t get to see often enough. Some of the
103 items on the list included: a beaver stick, a photo of a
team member standing on one of the islands, blueberries,
a piece of blueberry pie, a fossil, a red newt, a photo taken
of an Indian Peace Pipe (mushroom), a photo of the most
beautiful woman at the reunion. As the judge, Pat told us
to “be creative.”

After two hours of scurrying around to collect as much as
we could carry, we gathered to show off what we’d corme
up with. My team wasn’t able to find a red newt, so we
printed out a picture of Newt Gingrich and then colored his
face red with a marker. We were similarly out of luck for a
beaver stick, so we found a log and drew a picture of Justin
Bieber on it—hence, a Justin Beiber stick. We were booed,

The next morning, Pattersons occupied a dozen pews at
the Otisville Presbyterian Church. The minister, Jeff Farley,
had Christened Laura Lee when she was five years old.
He asked her to give a short presentation about her book.
As soon as Laura Lee got to the pulpit, she said, “First off,
I want to thank Pastor Farley for believing in me enough to
baptize me. I can say that if I had known me as a five year
old, I wouldn’t want to claim spiritual responsibility.” She
went on to give a funny and enlightening talk with pictures
and video even though she brought a boxed fishing lure in
her purse for her presentation, confusing it with her
intended thumb drive.
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Pat’s meticulous planning paid off; everyone had a
wonderful time. After church on Sunday we honored
cousins Bob and Pat Brown with a cake to celebrate their
golden wedding anniversary. The cake was supposed to
be decorated with a large bass and “Congratulations on 50
years. Bob, you made the right catch.” When Eric picked
up the cake, the Italian bakeshop had misunderstood and
decorated it with a large leaping dolphin.
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A Groundbreaking Earth Day at
SUNY Sullivan
Kathryn Scullion
Instructional Assistant,
Division of Science, Technology and Mathematics

Last year, the Earth Day celebration at SUNY Sullivan
featured a “Power Up” ceremony for our newly completed
2MW solar array. There were politicians, dignitaries, and
press in attendance. It was a hard act to follow, but we
believe Earth Day 2016 at SUNY Sullivan was equally
impressive and impactful.

The main event of our 2016 celebration took place on
Thursday, April 21st. Our campus community was joined
by more than 200 fifth graders from the Monticello
Elementary Schools, as well as the local Earth Guardians
chapter from Robert J. Kaiser Middle School. Our young
guests were treated to live wildlife programs, composting
workshops, tours of our sustainability initiatives, and
exhibits featuring local environmental organizations, like
the BKAA and Sullivan County Audubon Society.

They also helped us to celebrate the groundbreaking of
an incredibly exciting new project, Hope Farm. SUNY
Sullivan recently entered into a partnership with New Hope
Community to begin a farm on campus to grow vegetables
and fruit, and eventually livestock, for the New Hope and
SUNY Sullivan communities. All of the kids joined
representatives from New Hope and SUNY Sullivan on the
site of the future farm for photos and the ceremonial
planting of a fruit tree.

Two days later, we held our first volunteer day to begin
installing the posts for the fence around the farm. The
fence building project has already brought together a
diverse group of enthusiastic volunteers. We can’t wait to
begin growing food together. (For photos of Earth Day and
updates on progress of the farm, visit the Green Building
Management at SUNY Sullivan Facebook page.)

As always, I am immensely grateful to the representatives
of local environmental organizations and businesses who
take the time to set up tables and share their expertise with
our faculty, staff, students, and guests. We have so many
knowledgable and dedicated advocates in our area, and
an Earth Day event gives us the opportunity to highlight
the important work they do.

According to the Earth Day Network website, Earth Day is
the largest secular celebration in the world, observed by
more than a billion people every year. We face
overwhelming environmental problems around the globe,
but we have to find hope in the fact that more than a billion
people participate in an event that, since 1970, has raised
awareness and inspired change in behavior and policy.
SUNY Sullivan is proud to host an annual Earth Day event,
and to model sustainable practices year round.
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SUNY Orange Celebrates
Earth Day at Two Campuses
Kirsten Gabrielsen,
SUNY Orange Sustainability Coordinator

The 2016 Earth Day celebrations were held at both our
Newburgh and Middletown campuses. Both campuses, on
different days, celebrated with several student clubs,
Cornell Cooperative Extension Master Gardeners and Bee
Keepers, 511NYRideshare, OC Water Authority, and
various environmental organizations. Although the Basha
Kill Area Association was not able to attend in person this
year, we were still able to share informational flyers, the
BKAA calendar of events and copies of the Guardian.

In addition, Design II students at the Middletown campus
installed “UnchARTed we STAND”, an exhibit of repurposed materials used as artist materials focused on
new directions: STEAM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Art, and Mathematics). Our annual Earth Day
plant sale, this year included plants propagated in our own
Devitt Center Greenhouse, and funds were raised to
support the continued growth of our Educational Garden
projects at both campuses. To date, we have installed the
Native Woodland Garden, a Xeriscape Garden, two Rain
Gardens, and the new Devitt Center Wetland Garden. The
Gardens are maintained by volunteer faculty, staff and
students.

Sustainability is not only for April though. Throughout the
year, SUNY Orange continues to work toward reducing its
energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions.
Through lighting upgrades, installation of new boilers and
automatic water faucet shutoffs, etc. we are already seeing
significant reductions and are excited to continue this trend
in the future.

Furthermore, the Sustainability Committee at the college,
in collaboration with the Center for Teaching and Learning,
are currently working with faculty from all departments on
methods and ideas of incorporating sustainability in their
curriculum.

If you would like further information on any of the items
mentioned in this article, please contact me at
or
visit
kirsten.gabrielsen@sunyorange.edu
www.sunyorange.edu/gogreen
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Monticello 8th Graders View Wetland’s Wonders
Gary Silverman, 8th Grade Science Teacher

Two groups of about 50 RJK Middle School eighth graders from Monticello Central Schools recently had the opportunity
to experience the spring beauty of the Bashakill Wetlands. Guided by Gary Keeton and Michael Medley, students went
for hikes along the old rail bed, and investigated the local flora and fauna. Most had never enjoyed this part of the county,
and for many, their interest level was extensive.

Students were brought to the wetlands to gain familiarity with its abundance of flora and fauna and to enjoy an outdoor
experience, while their other classmates were out of town. While there, they learned to identify numerous species of trees
and shrubs as well as an assortment of birds and reptiles. Attention was paid to the unique environment the wetland
provides and its significance as a local ecosystem. The two guides explained the life cycles of wetland inhabitants and
also discussed how the habitat changes from season to season.

Gary Keeton displayed a number of specimens, both live and preserved, to teach the students about local organisms.
Students saw the carapace (skull) of a snapping turtle as well as it’s jaw. They also examined a beaver skull, with intact
teeth along with a muskrat skull. Of tremendous interest was the preserved lamprey, a jawless fish that most had never
seen. Additionally, an assortment of aquatic organisms including numerous insects and tadpoles made for excellent
discussion.

Michael Medley set up two telescopes so that everyone could get a close look at the nesting bald eagles and osprey.
Students were genuinely impressed by the parent eagles and their young. Thanks to outstanding weather and quality
scopes, they were able to view these birds with great clarity. As many students noted, bird size and plumage were both
impressive and beautiful.

RJK Middle School and all the teachers who brought these students are extremely appreciative of the Basha Kill Area
Association’s incredible hospitality. We particularly thank Paula Medley who arranged our tours. The BKAA’s willingness
to share their love of nature and knowledge of local species made for an outstanding educational experience.

Monticello High Schoolers’ Essays
Recount Their Field Trip to the Basha Kill

(President’s Note: Thanks to Truth Muller, who presented
his ‘Buddies for Bats’ project, MaryAnn Geary-Halchak and
Kevin Keller for overseeing the spotting scopes, and Jack
Austin/Michael Medley for leading walks. Kudos also to
Bob Muller for his great photographs. These volunteers’
efforts certainly enhanced students’ experiences!)
When I went to the Bashakill in Wurtsboro on May 5th, I
saw things that I usually didn’t. When we first got there,
there were 3 or 4 people that told us to come look through
the telescopes, and when we did, we saw: 2 bald eagles,
a nest, and a birdhouse with birds flying in and out. We
were split into 2 groups. One took the short path and my
group took the path which was the long path. While we
were walking, we saw a bunch of cool things like a goose
and her goslings, some mallards, wild onions, and some
skunk cabbage. Some of the path was flooded, so we had
to work together to get around. Some of us were smart and
used the boards and patches of grass to our advantage,
and others took an even longer path to get around. We
went to the waterfall, saw some fossils in the rocks over
there, and saw the entrance to a bat cave. We saw some
snakes, some fish, and we were also told that if you keep
taking the right trails, they can take you right through to the
Adirondacks. It was a long hike for us, but we all made it.
By Hunter Tallia age 14, grade 9
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On May 5th, 2016 it was a memorable experience and a
beautiful site of nature that I am very grateful I had the
opportunity to go on such a trip. The day started off with the
weather being very gloomy but I didn’t mind, and as
everyone got off the bus the first thing they had us do was
take a picture in front of a wide lake. After that a young
gentlemen who was part of a program told us about bats
and the danger they were in. The disease was going
around called white nose syndrome and it was killing many
bats in the U.S due to disrupting their hibernation and
they’re waking up because of discomfort of this disease;
he told us that we can help them by building houses to
protect them and prevent the death of these bats. After the
presentation it was time for hiking. Now I’ve never done
hiking before so this was pretty special to me. I learned
and saw so many things while being on that hike, like
you’re able to eat and not eat certain kinds of plants. We
saw ducks and eagles and trees that were engraved with
steel wire and trails that could lead you all the way to
Canada. But overall my favorite part of this amazing trip
was the waterfall ... watching the water rush down hitting
against the rocks as it moved down the creek and just
hearing the sound of flowing water was peaceful ... It was
nature, “One touch of nature makes the whole world kin” by
William Shakespeare. At Bashakill is a place where nature
shows its true potential and like me, you won’t regret taking
the time to take in such a beautiful site of nature.
By Christina Van Dunk age 14, grade 9
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MONTICELLO CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
STUDENTS VISIT THE BASHA KILL

Students from Monticello High School listen
intently to Truth Muller’s “Buddies for Bats”
presentation. Photo by Bob Muller
RJK Middle
School
students
enjoying Gary
Keeton’s
treasures.

Photo by Gary
Silverman
See
WETLAND’S
WONDERS
- page 18

Truth displays “alternative housing” for bats —
a bat box, able to house up to 200 tenants.
Photo by Bob Muller

On the railroad trail with Gary (left) & “Chillin’ ” at the Basha Kill. Photos by Gary Silverman
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Economic Partnership’s SEQRA Presentation More Objective
This Year, But Still Not Entirely Balanced Due to Absence of
Critical Experts Like Sullivan County Division of Planning and
Environmental Management
Cecilia Walsh

Court of New York, Appellate Division, in three different
cases, and the significance of segmentation and vested
rights. He later examined the concept of segmentation, as
the division of the environmental review of an action such
that various activities or stages are addressed as though
they are independent and unrelated activities needing
individual determinations. Considering only a part or
segment of an action is contrary to the intent of SEQRA; it
fails to look at overall impacts. He suggested that planning
boards need to be skeptical and ask questions of
developers.

On May 10, 2016, Maureen Stanfield and I represented
the BKAA at the Sullivan County Partnership for Economic
Development’s Seminar on the STATE ENVIRONMENTAL
QUALITY REVIEW ACT (SEQRA) at Rock Hill.

We attended this forum with some apprehension, as
attorney Terresa Bakner of Whiteman, Osterman, and
Hanna (WOH), whose clients include controversial 7
Peaks and Chestnut Ridge developers, was scheduled to
be a featured speaker, like at last year’s January SEQRA
conference.

At that seminar, I, together with another BKAA member,
found that Ms. Bakner’s presentation encouraged a
developer-friendly, time-saving SEQRA process. I was
concerned to hear Ms. Bakner promote “streamlining”
SEQRA at the the expense of full, open, and independent
discourse. She advocated combining all possible public
hearings into a single hearing whenever possible, which
would eliminate public scoping, for instance. She felt that
multiple hearings contributed to delay and confusion, and
also recommended that towns consider a Generic
Environmental Impact Statement (GEIS) at the town-wide
level as part of their Comprehensive Zoning Plan.

The second speaker, Donald Nichol, Esquire, talked on
BEYOND THE BASICS, taking the “hard look”, making
sure that the record identified relevant areas of
environmental concern and analyzed them, and then
supporting your findings with “reasoned elaboration.” He
emphasized the importance of a good WRITTEN record,
and complying with SEQRA. The EIS must be based on
the facts before you, and not on emotions. When there are
conflicting studies, the law permits the planning board to
rely on the expert they choose. The board has more weight
on its side because it represents the community (and not
the developer).

Unfortunately, Ms. Bakner’s over-focus on a speedy
process, where poorly researched ventures are rushed,
often results in unhappy citizenry, dysfunctional traffic
arrangements, poor drainage, freezing sewers, and
negative impacts.

The third speaker, James Bates, spoke on WETLANDS
AND WILDLIFE as they relate to SEQRA, while the fourth
speaker, Genevieve Trigg’s topic was WHAT TRIGGERS
AN ARCHEOLOGICAL STUDY - HOW HISTORIC
PRESERVATION LAWS AFFECT SITE PLAN AND
SUBDIVISION REVIEW. Both detailed what needed to be
examined in their respective topics.

This time, however, Ms. Bakner was notably absent,
though represented by another WOH lawyer, Genevieve
Trigg. Perhaps, residents’ outrage at the inappropriateness
of Ms. Bakner’s role in these SEQRA meetings influenced
the attorney’s nonattendance. Still, WOH was one of the
event’s five sponsors, along with McGoey, Hauser, and
Edsell, consulting engineers for 7 Peaks, which the BKAA
has long opposed.
The Seminar started with Jacob Billig, on LEGAL CASE
LAW, HOW PLANNING BOARDS CAN AVOID PITFALLS.
Some ideas which Jacob Billig, Esquire, stressed to town
planning boards were the importance of developing an
administrative record, perhaps with the use of a
stenographer, and the need to comply with General
Municipal Law 239. He told how more local boards are
now requiring Environmental Impact Statements (EIS). Mr.
Billig then went on to discuss the findings of the Supreme
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I found this seminar more balanced than the last one, and
more based on facts. Sadly, it was not as well attended.
Moreover, missing this year was any representation from
the Sullivan County Division of Planning and
Environmental Management (DPEM), whose expertise
and objective outlook would have been beneficial to a
discussion on SEQRA. Last year, Ms. Freda Eisenberg,
DPEM Commissioner, presented an overview of the
county’s role in review of development processes and
actions. She explained how NY is a “home rule” state, and
that the county has a mandatory role in oversight of
General Municipal Law 239 actions, and an optional role
in providing technical assistance. It would have been
helpful to have had input from DPEM at the May Seminar.
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Mamakating Zoning Code and
Master Plan - Phase II:
Comprehensive Plan Steering
Committee Meetings and Public
Visioning Session

market data, demographics, environmental constraints,
traffic and other matters.

The next step in the process, and perhaps the most vital,
will be to create a vision for the Town’s future development.
To accomplish this the Steering Committee will engage a
diverse segment of the Town’s population, businesses,
institutions, and other stakeholders.

Paula Medley

The Town of Mamakating Comprehensive Plan Steering
Committee will hold its first of a series of public meetings
to gather input on a plan for the Town’s future. The first
meeting is intended to identify the strengths and
weaknesses of the Town and impending opportunities and
threats that the Town is facing. Additionally, the Steering
Committee will engage the public on community needs and
ideas for transforming the Town in ensuing years. This
information will be used to develop a “Vision Statement”
for the Town and to develop goals and objectives as a basis
for the Plan.

Much of the following is extrapolated/paraphrased from a
recent Mamakating News Release.

In 2016, Mamakating’s Supervisor and Town Board formed
a Steering Committee to update its Comprehensive Plan
(Plan) for the first time since the original’s adoption in
February 2001. The Plan is a document which guides
growth in the Town by establishing how land should be
used throughout the Town, what building sizes and
densities are appropriate, what roadway improvements
should be made, what community facilities are required
and other matters of public policy. The Plan, which is the
basis for the Town’s land use regulations, is an important
tool in ensuring that future development in the Town occurs
in an orderly and beneficial manner. An up-to-date Plan is
also vital to securing public grants from State and Federal
sources, and attracting private investment.

The Steering Committee invites Town residents, land
owners, business owners and other stakeholders to attend
the upcoming public Visioning Workshop at 7:00 PM on
Thursday, June 9, 2016 at Town Hall located at 2948 Route
209, Wurtsboro, New York. All are welcome and
encouraged to attend and contribute. Refreshments will
be served. For more information please visit the Town
website at www.mamakating.org.

The Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee recently
began the process of updating the Plan. Turner Miller
Group, a Hudson Valley planning firm, was selected to
assist the committee in December 2015 and a kickoff
meeting was held in March 2016. Since then, the
Committee, including a BKAA representative, has met bimonthly to review existing conditions including land use,

Since our Summer Guardian deadline occurs before June
9, we will highlight the Public Visioning event in the
newsletter’s Autumn edition along with other “breaking”
headlines.

TELL A FRIEND ABOUT THE
BASHA KILL AREA ASSOCIATION!

Have your friends fill out this coupon for membership or more information:
P.O. Box 1121, Wurtsboro, NY 12790

Yes, I’m interested in the environment and wish to become a member of BKAA. Enclosed is:
_____$10.00 for membership

_____Other Donation

_____Please send more information

Name __________________________________________________ Phone ____________________________
Address ________________________________________________ Email _____________________________
(for action alerts)
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Deerpark Commons: A Proposed Development
Facilitated by Deplorable Planning and Zoning
Paula Medley

The “beyond massive” Deerpark Commons (DC) is “on the
table” now due to damaging zoning amendments adopted
by Deerpark’s town board in 2013. At that time, huge areas
of the Town (about 9,000 acres), including DC’s site, were
zoned Hamlet-Mixed-Use (HM-U), enabling extremely
enhanced density. This HM-U extends along the entire
length of Route 209, encompassing large tracts
surrounding 209 and incorporating Route 211, Port
Orange, Galley Hill, Brandt, Shinhollow, Lime Kiln, and
Eddy Farm Roads, as well as elsewhere.

Multifamily Residential - 622 units of unknown square
footage
Underground Parking - 642,500 square feet (estimated)
Parking Spaces - 6,136

Notably, the aforementioned may only be erected on
significantly less than the total 190 acres after subtracting
wetlands, water bodies, steep slopes, easements, and
other unbuildable entities which, on DC’s site, involve 35.11
acres of wetlands, 23.03 acres of waterbodies (several
unnamed tributaries of the Basher Kill) and 56.70 acres of
steep slopes over 15%.

According to consulting engineer Andy Willingham,
“Usually, higher density zones along major roads use an
offset from the road. For example, the higher density zone
can be within 500 feet of a major road before changing to
a lower density district, regardless of lot shape. In
Deerpark, the HM-U stretches to the rear of the lot despite
parcel size and distance from the road.”

Additionally, DC’s wastewater treatment plant will
discharge either 700,000 or 400,000 gallons per day (gpd).
There is a conflict here, with applicant’s site plan revealing
the higher figure while DEC’s letter (See Response to
SEQR Lead Agency and DEC Jurisdiction) denotes the
lower amount. Either number is huge, especially coupled
with Dragon Springs’ planned 100,000 gpd discharge
further downstream. Water withdrawal likewise is either
700,000 or 400,000 gpd. Subsequently, DC will need
permits from the Delaware River Basin Commission for
both water withdrawal and discharge.

Willingham further states, “Development potential in
Deerpark is exceptionally elevated as the HM-U zone
sanctions 33 permitted uses with an unusual maximum
building height of 75 feet. The latter permits a 7 story
building, which typically occurs only in cities like
Poughkeepsie or Albany. Likewise, there is no regulation
on floor area ratio in the zoning. Floor to area ratio is the
maximum ratio of floor area to lot area. The maximum
building footprint is the only regulation on commercial
density (20% building coverage for lots with water and
sewer, 40% for lots without). The problem is a building can
cover 40% of the lot but be 7 stories high, so square
footage can be almost three times the lot area. This is an
exceedingly inflated floor area ratio, even for very dense
town center core districts. Often the maximum building
height will govern floor area ratio by limiting amount of
stories. However, HM-U’s 75 foot building height allows
up to 7 stories while 35 feet is typical, with 40 to 50 feet in
some municipalities in town core sectors.

This project’s environmental review remains in it earliest
stage. However, Deerpark’s planning board will be Lead
Agency and DC will be classified a Type I action,
necessitating an Environmental Impact Statement.

Opponents of HM-U zoning and DC have formed The
Deerpark Rural Alliance (DRA), consisting primarily of
Deerpark residents. DRA, though extremely dedicated and
committed, seeks more volunteers to help with a broad
range of responsibilities. They also require financial
backing in order to manage an effective, successful
campaign. If you wish to assist, contact Grace Woodard by
phone
at
cell
#646-644-3726
or
email
grace.woodard@earthlink.net. The BKAA will continue to
act as a mentor, circulate information through email Alerts,
subsidize some engineering and/or attorney’s fees through
a $2500 grant , and serve as a 501.C3 conduit for those
wishing their DRA donations to be tax deductible. If you
want to contribute, make your check out to the BKAA and
write DRA on the memo line. The BKAA urges members
to support this worthy cause!!!

So, because of HM-U zoning, DC is planned for a 190 acre
tract (9 tax lots) on the Shawangunk Ridge’s western flank,
within the Basher Kill’s southernmost watershed, accessed
via Galley Hill Road (2.57 miles connecting Routes 209
and 211), and adjoining Dragon Springs (See maps).
Latest Plans reveal DC’s venture will entail:

Hotel - 405,000 square feet, 400 rooms

Retail - 1,045,800 square feet (24 acres)
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As always, we will provide updates when relevant news
surfaces.
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DEC’s Initial Concerns
Regarding Deerpark
Commons

Alfred Fusco, Jr., P.E.
Fusco Engineering
233 East Main Street
Middletown, NY 10940

may also affect the final effluent limits. The potential for
cumulative impacts from the proposed discharge should
be considered pursuant to SEQR.
The EAF states that the proposed sanitary treatment
system will be offered to the town. Pursuant to 6 NYCRR
Section 750-1.6(f), a permit for a system serving more than
one separately owned property can only be issued to a
government agency, municipality, or sewage works
corporation formed pursuant to Article 10 of the
Transportation Corporations Law. Therefore any SPDES
permit application must be transferred to the Town or a
sewage works corporation prior to issuance.
ECL Article 24, Freshwater Wetlands
One parcel, SBL 22-1-5.221, contains portions of New York
State protected Freshwater Wetland OT-6, Class 2, and its
100-foot Adjacent Area. Any disturbance to the wetland or
adjacent area is likely to require a permit. The mapped
freshwater wetland extent is an approximation and a
validated, delineated wetland boundary is required for a
final determination on DEC jurisdiction. The applicant must
delineate the wetland boundary and then contact DEC staff
to validate the boundary in the field. The contact for Orange
County is Brian Drumm, NYSDEC Bureau of Habitat, who
can be reached at (845) 256-3091.
A second wetland in the vicinity of Lake Helen has been
identified by DEC as eligible to be designated and mapped
as freshwater wetlands pursuant to Article 24. DEC
recommends that impact in the area of these wetlands be
avoided so that wetland benefits and functions are
protected and preserved. The DEC Bureau of Habitat
contact will also validate the boundary of the eligible
wetland.
ECL Article 15, Title 5, Protection of Waters
This area includes the following waterbodies, regulated
pursuant to Article 15, Title 5:

April 22, 2016

Re: Deerpark Commons
CH 6387
Town of Deerpark, Orange County
Response to SEQR Lead Agency and DEC Jurisdiction

Dear Mr. Fusco: .
The Department of Environmental conservation has
reviewed the Town of Deerpark’s notice of intent to assume
lead agency status for the State Environmental Quality
Review (SEQR) of this proposal on Galley Hill Road. The
proposed development includes a 400-guest hotel, 620
townhouses, commercial development, and recreational
amenities. DEC has no objection to the Town acting as
lead agency for this Type 1 action. DEC jurisdiction is as
follows, with reference to the Environmental Conservation
Law (ECL). By copy of this letter the applicant is made
aware of these jurisdictions.
Please note, the request for Lead Agency was
accompanied by a Town application and a Full
Environmental Assessment Form (EAF); no plans were
provided. DEC has identified the general project area,
based on the parcel numbers given in the application and
EAF1. Therefore, the following comments are general ones
based on the presence of state-regulated resources in the
area and the information in the EAF.
ECL Article 17, Titles 7, 8, State Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (SPDES)
This development will require a SPDES permit for the
proposed discharge of 400,000 gallons per day to an
unnamed tributary of the Basher Kill, NYS Waters Index #
D-1-12-1, Class C(t). If the discharge will include industrial
waste, including filter backwash from pools or water
treatment systems, then an industrial SPDES permit will
be required.
Another facility, Dragon Springs Monastery, is currently
proposing a 100,000 gallon per day discharge into the
same receiving stream, approximately 1-1.5 miles
downstream. While effluent limits cannot be determined
until a full application is received, it is likely that more than
a basic secondary treatment will be required. Proposal of
the discharge upstream of the Lake Helen impoundment

Name
Unnamed Tributary
of Basher Kill
Unnamed Pond
Unnamed Tributary
of Basher Kill
Unnamed Tributary
of Basher Kill
Unmapped Lake
Known as Lake Helen
Unmapped Tributary
to Basher Kill
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Class

DEC Water Index Number Status

C(t)
B

D-1-12-1
D-1-12-1-P 16

Protected
Protected

B

D-1-12-1-5

Protected

B

D-1-12-1-6

Protected

C(t)

part of D-1-12-1

Navigable

C

D-1-12-2a

Unprotected

A Protection of Waters permit for stream disturbance is
required to physically disturb the bed or banks (up to 50
feet from stream) of any streams identified above as
“protected.” A permit is not required to disturb the bed or
banks of “non-protected” streams.

Deerpark Commons continued on page 25
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Deerpark Commons continued from page 24

A Protection of Waters permit is required for any excavation
or filling below the mean high water line of any waterbodies
and contiguous wetlands identified above as “navigable.”
The dam which impounds Lake Helen, located on parcel
SBL 22-1-93, is regulated under Protection of Waters, NYS
Dam ID # 164-3330. A Dams and Impoundments permit is
required for any work on the dam other than ordinary
maintenance and repair. The dam is currently classified as
a Class A - Low Hazard dam. If new structures or facilities
are constructed downstream, the dam hazard class may
need to be revised.
The EAF Section D.2(b) indicates there will be no
encroachment into any wetland, adjacent area, or
waterbody, but Section E.3(q) indicates that there will be
shoreline work subject to a Nationwide Permit. Any
excavation in the lake which is not kept a mininium distance
of at least two-times the height of the dam or 25-feet from
the upstream toe will require a Dam permit.
Please note, according to DEC records, the dam owner is
Warren Cuddeback. If the applicant is now the owner of the
dam property, they are required to file a Property Transfer
form in accordance with Part 673.11, the Dam Safety
Regulations. By copy of this letter, the applicant is advised
of this responsibility. The form and instructions are
available
at
http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/water
pdf/damsptn1009.pdf.
For any disturbance to waterbodies or associated
wetlands, a permit may be required from the Army Corps of
Engineers. If a permit is required from the Corps pursuant
to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, then Water Quality
Certification pursuant to Section 401 of the Act will be
required. Issuance of these certifications in New York is
delegated to DEC.
ECL Article 11, Title 5, Threatened and Endangered
Species
This site is in the vicinity of known occurrences of the
following species listed pursuant to Article 11, Title 5:
Common Name
Indiana Bat
Northern
Long-Eared Bat
Longtail
Salamander

Scientific Name
Myotis sodalis

NYS Listing
Endangered

Myotis septentrionalis Threatened
Eurycea longicauda

Federal Listing
Endangered
Threatened

Special Concern None

A permit is required for the incidental taking of any species
identified as “endangered” or “threatened”, which can
include the removal of habitat. Both these bat species
hibernate in caves during the winter. During the spring,
summer, and fall, they forage in forest areas and roost
during the day in the loose, peeling bark of trees. There are
no known hibernaculum on the site, but this is an area of
potential roosting and foraging.
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For these species, the potential for a direct taking would
be from cutting of trees used for roosting and removal of
forested areas used for foraging. Potential indirect taking
would be from modification of habitat or interference with
essential behaviors; examples of potential indirect impacts
include but are not limited to light, noise, and pesticide use.
As part of SEQR and in order for DEC to make a
determination on the need for an incidental taking permit,
the applicant will need to provide a habitat assessment for
each species and impact assessments for each. The
impact assessment must include direct and indirect
impacts, as well as both temporary impacts from
construction and permanent impacts from operation of the
facility.
Although it is not subject to a taking permit, as part of the
SEQR process, potential impacts on the special concern
species should be considered. The known occurrence is in
the vicinity of the Class C unnamed tributary 12a and any
proposed disturbed to this stream should be assessed for
potential impact.
The absence of data does not necessarily mean that other
rare or state-listed species, natural communities or other
significant habitats do not exist on or adjacent to the
proposed site. Rather, our files currently do not contain
information which indicates their presence. For most sites,
comprehensive field surveys have not been conducted. We
cannot provide a definitive statement on the presence or
absence of all rare or state-listed species or significant
natural communities. Depending on the nature of the
project and the conditions at the project site, further
information from on-site surveys or other sources may be
required to fully assess impacts on biological resources
Other
Water Withdrawal
The EAF states that the anticipated water demand will be
400,000 gallons per day and will be supply by groundwater
wells. This exceeds the threshold for regulation under
Article 15, Title 15 of the ECL, Water Withdrawal. However
withdrawals that receive an approval from the Delaware
River Basin Commission (DRBC) are exempt from
requiring a DEC Water Withdrawal permit pursuant to
section 15-1501(7)(b). The applicant must obtain approval
from the DRBC for the water withdrawal.
Solid Waste
EAF Section D.2(r) states that disposal for solid waste
generated on-site during construction will be “landfill
available at construction site”. It is not clear what is meant
by this. All waste must be directed to an approved solid
waste facility. No disposal onsite is possible without a
permit pursuant to Article 27, Title 7 of the ECL, Solid
Waste Management and Resource Recovery Facilities.

Deerpark Commons continued on page 26
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Deerpark Commons continued from page 25

Mine Land Reclamation
The NYSDOT Planimetric maps, Natural Resource
Conservation Service soil data, and aerial photos indicate
that there was historic mining activity on this site,
specifically on parcel SBL 22-1-93, west of Galley Hill
Road. There appears to be a remnant mine pit which may
be filled with water. Safety and stability of this feature
should be assessed along with investigation of the potential
for subsurface excavations.
In addition, although the EAF states that no excavation,
mining, or dredging is proposed, construction typically
includes excavation and grading. There is an exemption in
the Mined Land Reclamation Law for excavation for
construction. The project sponsor will need to provide
grading plans and proof of all state and local approvals to
meet the exemption requirements.
State Historic Preservation Act
As stated in the EAF, the project is located within an area
considered to be sensitive with regard to archaeological
resources according to the statewide inventory of
archaeological resources maintained by the New York
State Museum and the New York State Office of Parks,
Recreation, and Historic Preservation records. A
determination of impact by the State Historic Preservation
Office (SHPO) will be a requirement of a complete
application for DEC permits.
Uniform Procedures
Pursuant to the Uniform Procedures regulations
§621.3(a)(4), when a project requires multiple perdits from
the DEC pursuant to uniform Procedures, all the necessary

applications must be submitted simultaneously, or the
applicant must demonstrate to DEC’S satisfaction that
there is good cause not to do so. Separate applications for
phases of a multi-phased project can be considered but
the burden is on the applicant to demonstrate that it is
appropriate to do so.
If there are any questions, please feel free to contact me
at
(845)
256-3014
or
by
email
at
rebecca.crist@dec.ny.gov.
Respectfully,
Rebecca S. Crist
Deputy Regional Permit Administrator
Enc: Map of properties showing regulated waterbodies and
wetlands
Cc: Alan Adier, DaTang Development LLC, PO Box 862,
Otisville, NY 10963
Ecc: Town of Deerpark Planning Board
Army Corps of Engineers, NY District
Delaware River Basin Commission
NYS Department of Health, Monticello
Meena George, NYSDEC Division of Water
Brian Drumm, NYSDEC Bureau of Habitat
Lisa Masi, NYSDEC Bureau of Wildlife
Scott Braymer, NYSDEC Dam Safety Unit
Halina Duda, NYSDEC Division of Mineral Resources
Please note that the parcel numbers listed in the Town’s
request for lead agency do not match those in the
application and EAF. DEC review was based on those
listed in the applicant’s documents.
1

TELL A FRIEND ABOUT THE
BASHA KILL AREA ASSOCIATION!

Have your friends fill out this coupon for membership or more information:
P.O. Box 1121, Wurtsboro, NY 12790

Yes, I’m interested in the environment and wish to become a member of BKAA. Enclosed is:
_____$10.00 for membership

_____Other Donation

_____Please send more information

Name __________________________________________________ Phone ____________________________
Address ________________________________________________ Email _____________________________
(for action alerts)
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Map of
Deerpark Commons
Location on
Shawangunk Ridge
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UPDATES:

access Thompson Education Center, a 4.5 million sq. ft.
educational facility proposed for a 568 acre site off Wild
Turnpike that has yet to secure any approvals for a plan:

Paula Medley

7 Peaks and Hopper Hill LLC

•

Nothing new to report.

•

China City of America (CCOA) /
Thompson Education Center
(TEC)

•
•

In her 3/4/16 Notice of Disapproval, Town of Thompson
Code Enforcement Officer Logan Morey dismissed all
TEC’s latest well-drilling applications, thus prohibiting TEC
from drilling 7 test wells and bulldozing an extensive road
network throughout its 568 acre Thompson parcel unless
mandatory DEC and Town permits are obtained (see
Morey Notice).

•

based on a questionable site plan application and
supporting documents.

based on grossly inflated density that fails to comply
with RR-2 zoning regulations.
with no current site map in TEC’s file.

which has not secured EB-5 approval and for which an
SEC investigation is still ongoing.

That’s it for now. Stay tuned for pertinent developments in
this ongoing saga.

Dragon Springs

The catalyst for reactivating TEC’s well drilling plans was
Town of Fallsburg’s lifting of a stop work order (3/15/16) on
developers constructing an access road from their 5 acre
Fallsburg plot to their Thompson tract. Once TEC
completed its access road, it would be merely a “hop, skip,
and jump” away from “mucking up” its Thompson parcel,
until the Building Department interceded.

The current proposed action for Dragon Springs’ State
Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) process is to revise
the overall site plan to include an “existing Rehearsal Hall
addition, modify an existing Meditation Hall to a Residence
Hall, construct a Music Hall on an existing concrete plaza,
build a parking structure (multi-level) on existing parking
lot #1, erect a 100,000 gpd wastewater treatment plant,
and relocate the previously approved fire pump gazebo,
storage shed, and parking lot #2.” While Deerpark’s
planning board is Lead Agency for environmental review
of Dragon Springs development, it has yet to either issue
a Negative Declaration or require a Draft Environmental
Impact Statement.

Notably, a year ago, the BKAA and partners wrote to
Thompson town officials, advising them against issuing
drilling permits as requisite DEC and Town approvals were
still outstanding. Happily, those letters positively influenced
the Building Department’s current decision.

To reinforce our concerns, the BKAA conveyed another
missive (3/25/16) from our consulting attorney, John Lyons,
to Thompson’s planning board, commending the Building
Department and reminding the board of their ongoing
responsibilities as Lead Agency for TEC’s environmental
review (see Lyons letter).

The DEC (Department) is clearly unhappy with Dragon
Springs non-compliance with Department permit
requirements as manifested by the accompanying Notice
of Incomplete Application and Division of Water remarks
and Inspection Report, where Dragon Springs received an
UNSATISFACTORY Overall Rating (See Dragon Springs’
Response).

Subsequently, TEC submitted a partial Stormwater
Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) to the Town of
Thompson, which was then deemed inadequate by the
town’s consulting engineer (see Thompson Technical
Review Comments).

As evidenced by the preceding, despite periodic setbacks,
TEC remains steadfastly committed and, in fact, recently
enhanced its flagrant touting of project benefits via
billboard advertising. See photo on page 34 of a large
billboard that appeared in April on Route 17 near Exit 115,
depicting TEC “graduates” sporting caps and gowns with
an arrow directing westbound drivers to leave Exit 112 to

whose project sponsor has never contacted DEC to
have their extensive wetlands re-validated.

In other news, Dragon Springs will NOT install a large solar
farm on its Mount Hope Shawangunk Ridge property since
the Mount Hope Town Board on April 25 enacted
regulations that: neither Rooftop and Building-Mounted,
nor Ground-Mounted and Freestanding Small or Largescale Solar Collectors may be constructed on the Town’s
ecologically sensitive RP1 or RP2 (Resource Preservation)
Districts in the Shawangunks.
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Town of Thompson Notice of
Disapproval for Thompson
Education Center’s Well Drilling
Permits

McNamee, Lochner, Titus & Williams, P.C.
Attn: John J. Privitera
677 Broadway
Albany, NY 12207

BKAA Consulting Attorney John
Lyons Letter to Thompson
Planning Board Regarding
Thompson Education Center’s
Proposed Well Drilling Tests
and Road Construction

March 4, 2016

March 25, 2016

RE 26.-1-6. Thompson Education Center

Mr. Privitera:

Attached please find all drilling permit applications
submitted to date along with all fees and bonds, which are
being returned due to the following:

1. Town of Thompson Planning Board indicated the need
for wetland delineation (both in the field and as part of the
required documentation), which to date has not been
received.

2. Town of Thompson Planning Board, Town of Thompson
Building Department, and consulting engineer Richard
McGoey all discussed with your client the need for
additional oversite and review by the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC),
due to the total disturbance area for all proposed roadwork.
The returned drilling permit applications include a
disturbance area in excess of one acre, which requires a
freshwater wetland permit and a State Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System permit [SPDES) from the NYSDEC.
Said permits would all be obtained through the NYSDEC
after the submission of a Stormwater Pollution Prevention
Plan (SWPP). As of the date of this letter none of these
documents have been received; see attached NYSDEC
letter dated October 25, 2013, which clearly outlines the
need for a Freshwater Wetlands Permit.

3. Town of Fallsburg violations regarding disturbance area
and the appropriate bonding of roadways remains
unresolved.

Furthermore, once all of the above mentioned items are
addressed by the submission of all pertinent
documentation, your client must reappear in front of the
Town of Thompson Planning Board to proceed. If you have
any questions please do not hesitate to contact James
Carnell, Director of Building, Planning and Zoning.
Sincerely,

Logan Morey
Code Enforcement Officer
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Ms. Patrice Chester, Chairwoman
and Members of the Town of Thompson Planning Board
Thompson Town Hall
4052 Route 42
Monticello, NY 12701
Re: Thompson Education Center
Subj: Applicant’s EIS Preparation Work (Test Well Drilling
and Road Construction)
Dear Ms. Chester and Members of the Planning Board:
We represent the Basha Kill Area Association (BKAA). This
letter arises from BKAA’s continuing concern about
potential damage to the environment as a result of
Thompson Education Center’s (TEC) plan to construct a
network of 2.75 miles of roadway (25 feet in width) for the
drilling of seven (7) test wells, disturbing 8.36 acres of its
568 acre Town of Thompson parcel before obtaining
mandatory permits from the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) and the Town.
The BKAA has been at the forefront in raising concerns
about TEC’s plan, having first done so in March of 2015.
Part 1: Summary
This letter follows up the recent “Notice of Disapproval”
dated March 4, 2016 issued by Logan Morey, Town of
Thompson Code Enforcement Officer (CEO) to the
attorney for TEC notifying him that the Town of Thompson
denied several applications by TEC to the Town of
Thompson for a permit to conduct the drilling of test wells
on TEC’s Thompson parcel. A copy of that Notice is
attached as Exhibit A. BKAA applauds this important step
taken by the Town of Thompson Building Department.
The Notice of Disapproval indicates that any subsequent
applications by TEC for a permit to conduct test well drilling
must come before the Town of Thompson Planning Board.
We write to urge the Town of Thompson Planning Board,
as Lead Agency for this project, to fulfill its role as a
steward of the environment if, and when, any subsequent
drilling permit applications from TEC come before the
Board. For the reasons set forth in this letter, we believe
that determinations made by CEO Morey in the Notice of
Disapproval were correct. We urge this Board to follow
through and continue to pursue the course set by the Town
CEO and to require TEC to obtain a delineation of the

John Lyons Letter continued on page 31
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wetlands on the TEC’s Thompson parcel and to require that
TEC comply with applicable NYSDEC regulations and
Town regulations before any future disturbance of the
Thompson parcel is allowed and before any local permits
are issued.
Part 2: Background, recent activity & issuance of the
Notice of Disapproval
Upon information and belief, TEC is presently building an
access road on its Fallsburg parcel in order to reach its
larger Thompson parcel for the purposes of drilling test
wells. TEC asserted that these test wells will be used to
develop information for an EIS they are preparing for their
proposed project.
This plan first came to light in February of 2015 when you
were contacted by TEC’s attorney. However, little work has
actually been done over the last year because the Town of
Fallsburg stopped TEC from developing the access road
on its property from Renner Road in Fallsburg.
Recently, Fallsburg lifted a Stop Work Order, and upon
information and belief, TEC has since renewed its efforts to
construct the access road. Significant tree cutting and site
disturbance has already taken place.
On March 4,2016, Town of Thompson CEO Logan Morey
issued a “Notice of Disapproval” to the attorney for TEC
which denied all pending drilling permit applications by TEC
for its Town of Thompson parcel (Tax Parcel No. 26.-1-6).
Part 3: The well drilling & road network construction
is premature given the status of TEC’s Application
The BKAA has been concerned about the potential impacts
of TEC’s plan for more than a year. Attached as Exhibit B
is a copy of my letter to you dated March 20, 2015. The
concerns raised in that letter remain valid. In that letter I
stated that:
• TEC’s intended EIS prep work is premature. The scoping
process is unfinished. It is premature for TEC to consider
disturbing it’s Thompson parcel when important details
about the project scope have yet to be determined.
• TEC’s work is also premature because there are
important questions about the completeness and accuracy
of its pending application to the Planning Board. Primary
among these questions is TEC’s so far unstated plans to
subdivide its Thompson parcel and the lack of an
application to subdivide as part of the approvals sought for
the project. This important question must be resolved by
the Planning Board before review of this project can
proceed, and certainly before TEC’s Thompson parcel is
disturbed for EIS prep work.
More detail about these arguments is set forth in my March
20, 2015 letter at Exhibit B.
Part 4: Before TEC’s Thompson parcel is disturbed, the
Lead Agency should insist on a delineation of the on-
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site wetlands, development of a SWPPP and
acquisition of the necessary NYSDEC permits
Our March 20, 2015 letter also urged the Planning Board,
as the Lead Agency, to fulfill its responsibility to assure
protection of the environment by insisting that TEC
demonstrate that it has properly delineated the extensive
wetlands on the site and obtained the necessary permits
from the New York State Department of Environmental
conservation (NYSDEC). The Town’s March 4, 2016 Notice
of Disapproval confirmed that these actions should be
required of TEC as a prerequisite to any local permits and
before TEC’s Thompson parcel is disturbed.
4.1. Delineation of wetlands on the Thompson parcel is
essential to avoiding disturbance of wetlands and buffers
and to determine what NYSDEC permits will be required.
On page 33 is a map which was created using the
NYSDEC Environmental Mapper. The solid green shaded
areas on that map indicates the presence of Stateregulated wetlands (Wetlands WO-54, WO-43, and
WO-42) on a significant area of the Thompson parcel.
Surrounding all of the green wetlands areas are areas
depicted by a green crosshatching. These areas have been
designated by the NYSDEC as a “Wetland Checkzone”.
About the “wetland checkzone” NYSDEC says:
New York’s freshwater wetlands maps only show the
approximate location of the actual wetland boundary. They
are not precise, regardless of how closely you zoom in on
the map. The “check zone” is an area around the mapped
wetland in which the actual wetland may occur. If you are
proposing a project that may encroach into this area, you
should check with your regional DEC office to make sure
where the actual wetland boundary is. If necessary, they
may have a biologist come out and perform a field
delineation for you to help you avoid impacts in the wetland
or the regulated 100-foot buffer zone.1 (emphasis added)
Taken together, actual wetlands and lands in the wetlands
checkzone cover most of the TEC Thompson parcel.
Given the fact that wetland locations change over time, and
given that much of TEC’s Thompson parcel is a NYSDEC
wetlands checkzone, it is of critical importance that the
Thompson Planning Board, as Lead Agency, require that
the TEC Thompson parcel wetlands be properly delineated
before any disturbance of this site is allowed. Moreover,
we urge that the Planning Board require that any
delineation be field inspected and validated by the
NYSDEC to assure that the delineation is complete and
accurate. Indeed, this was already the advice given to the
Planning Board in 2013 by Mr. Joseph Murray, an
Environmental Analyst with the NYSDEC Division of
Environmental Permits. In an October 25, 2013 letter to the
Planning Board, he said:
A Freshwater Wetlands Permit pursuant to Article 24 of the
John Lyons Letter continued on page 32
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New York State Environmental Conservation Law will be
required by this office for any physical disturbance within
the wetland boundary or within the 100 foot adjacent area.
If the project sponsor has not already done so, they should
contact the Department to have the wetland boundary field
inspected and validated by DEC staff. (emphasis added).
We bring to your attention an important point raised by Mr.
Murray of NYSDEC. The Town’s March 4, 2016 Notice of
Disapproval does not mention any requirement that a
delineation of the wetlands be validated by the NYSDEC.
We urge the Planning Board to require that any delineation
be field inspected and validated bv NYSDEC staff. The
completeness and accuracy of any wetlands delineation
on TEC’s Thomson parcel will be a critical building block to
determining what regulations apply to the plan to construct
the roadway and drill the test wells.
4.2. Notice of Disapproval correctly asserts that wetlands
or buffer disturbance require a NYSDEC permit
On page 33 is a copy of TEC’s test well plan. This plan
ranges across the entire site. The colors have been added
to the map to enhance clarity. The green shading shows
State wetlands as depicted on that map and the red lines
show the roadway plan and test well sites. As is obvious,
the test well sites and road are often in very tight proximity
to the wetlands. But if you compare this plan to the
NYSDEC Environmental Mapper map, especially given the
wetlands checkzone areas depicted on that map, the roads
and test well sites in TEC’s plan could easily be located in
areas that may be either actual wetlands, wetlands
checkzone areas or wetlands buffer areas.
This underscores the need for a NYSDEC-validated
delineation of the wetlands on TEC’s Thompson parcel so
that the true impact of TEC’s plan can be understood
before there is any disturbance to the wetlands and
wetland buffers.
Attached as Exhibit C is a copy of a letter dated April 14,
2015 sent to me by Daniel T. Whitehead, the Regional
Permit Administrator for NYSDEC Region 3. In that letter,
Mr. Whitehead corroborates the assertion in the Town’s
Notice of Disapproval that a freshwater wetlands permit is
required for any physical disturbance to any Stateregulated wetland or the 100-foot adjacent buffer area.
As Lead Agency under SEQRA, after insisting upon
delineation of on-site wetlands, the Planning Board must
further require TEC to obtain a freshwater wetlands permit
from the NYSDEC if any of the roadway construction or
drilling will disturb wetlands or wetland buffers. The Town
should require that TEC demonstrate such compliance as
a precondition to any local approvals or permits which
might allow the road construction and drilling activities to
go forward.
4.3 The Notice of Disapproval correctly asserts that the
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area of proposed site disturbance requires SPDES Permit
and need for approved SWPPP
Item 2 of the Town’s Notice of Disapproval asserts that, in
addition to a NYSDEC wetlands permit, the site
disturbance activities proposed by TEC will also require a
SWPPP. In his April 14, 2015 letter to me, Daniel
Whitehead of NYSDEC agreed saying that any
construction activity that will involve soil disturbance of one
acre or more must obtain coverage under the SPDES
General Permit for Stormwater Discharges from
Construction Activity. Further, Mr. Whitehead said that a
SWPPP would also be required. Mr. Whitehead said flatly:
‘[i]f TEC is proposing to disturb one or more acres, it must
gain coverage under the General Permit (GP-0-15-002)
and develop a SWPPP. See D. Whitehead letter at Exhibit
C, p. 1.
In a letter sent on behalf of BKAA last year addressing this
issue, Andrew Willingham, PE, a professional engineer,
states that, after examining TEC’s proposed well drilling
plan, he concluded that the planned 2.75 miles of roadway
and seven (7) test wells will disturb approximately 8.36
acres. The magnitude of this disturbance is eight (8) times
in excess of the threshold for the requirement to obtain a
SPDES permit and develop a SWPPP. This contradicts in
objective terms, TEC’s prior characterization of the work
as a “minor disturbance”. In his letter to this Board dated
April 20, 2015, attached as Exhibit D, Mr Willingham points
out the importance of a SWPPP saying:
A properly prepared SWPPP would include detailed plans
that indicate locations of land disturbance, erosion control
measures and other mitigation measures to avoid impacts
to wetlands and their adjacent areas. Exhibit D at p 2.
Hence, it is very important for the Planning Board, as Lead
Agency, to continue to insist that TEC develop a SWPPP
and obtain SPDES permit coverage before any site
disturbance is permitted.
Part 5: Local approvals should be withheld until TEC
achieves necessary compliance.
In choosing to become the Lead Agency for the
environmental review of this project, you have assumed
the responsibility for being the steward of the environment
as it is affected by this project. Hence, it is your
responsibility to see that unnecessary and unreasonable
environmental damage is not done to TEC’s Thompson
parcel dunng the course of your environmental review. We
applaud the Code Enforcement Officer’s action in denying
TEC’s drilling permit applications. Looking ahead to the
possibility of a renewed application by TEC, we urge the
Planning Board to continue to pursue the course set by the
Town Building Department and the Town Engineer and
insist that TEC refrain from any disturbance of the
Thompson parcel until wetlands delineations have been
John Lyons Letter continued on page 33
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completed and validated by the NYSDEC and that all
necessary NYSDEC and permits have been secured.
In addition, all necessary local permits should also be
withheld until TEC complies with the Town’s applicable
regulations.
5.1 Drilling
Drilling and blasting are regulated in the Town of Thompson
pursuant to Chapter 120 of the Town of Thompson Code
Section 120-2 of the Code says that no drilling or blasting
shall be permitted in the Town of Thompson unless a permit
therefor shall be issued by the Town Clerk. The Town has
thus far denied TEC’s drilling permit applications. For the
reasons we have stated herein, and for the reasons set
forth in the March 4th Notice of Disapproval, we believe
that the applications were properly denied. We ask that the
same standards as those referenced in the Notice of
Disapproval be applied to any future applications by TEC
for a drilling permit before any disturbance to the site is
allowed.
5.2. Stripping of land
In addition to a drilling permit, it appears that a permit for
“Stripping of Land” may also be required. Section 25029(A)(1) of the Thompson Code states that “[l]and may not
be stripped for any purpose without a permit” (emphasis
added). Code Section 250-2 entitled “Definitions”, defines
“stripping of land” as “excavation to any depth and for any
purpose, of any area over 1,000 square feet (SF), not
including trenches for installation or maintenance or public
utilities” (emphasis added)
Section 250-29(A)(3) requires that applications for a permit
be made to the Planning Board. Subsection (A)(7) requires
that all applications be accompanied by a site plan.
We ask that the Town Building Department look into the
issue of whether this permit is also required before any site
disturbance is allowed.
Section 250-29(A)(2) also provides that “stripping of land
shall only be allowed by authorization of the Planning
Board and any other governmental agency having
jurisdiction.” We respectfully submit that, in this instance,
the NYSDEC would constitute another governmental
agency having jurisdiction. Hence, the Planning Board
should collaborate with the NYSDEC and ensure that the
NYSDEC properly participates in the review of this project.
Part 6: Conclusion
While information gathering activities on the Thompson
parcel are permitted, the general rule against any physical
alteration makes clear that the spirit of SEQRA demands
that the environmental resources on the site not be
destroyed by the information gathering activity taking place
to facilitate the SEQRA review.

The BKAA thanks the Town of Thompson Building
Department for its action in denying TEC’s drilling permit
applications. At the same time, because of the history of
this project, the BKAA is aware that continued vigilance is
required. Since the Notice of Disapproval indicates that any
subsequent applications by TEC for a permit to conduct
test well drilling must come before the Town of Thompson
Planning Board, we urge this Board to follow through on
the start provided by the Notice of Disapproval and to
continue to pursue the course set by the Town Building
Department. We ask this Board to assure that no
disturbance takes place on the TEC Thompson parcel
unless and until TEC complies accurately and fully with all
of the requirements set forth in the March 4, 2016 Notice
of Disapproval.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Very truly yours,
Grant & Lyons, LLP
John F. Lyons
Paula Elaine Kay, Esq., Attorney to the Town of
Thompson Planning Board
Richard Sush, Deputy Supervisor, Town of Thompson
James Carnell, Jr., Director - Building, Planning &
Zoning, Town of Thompson
Logan Morey, Code Enforcement Officer, Town of
Thompson
Richard D. McGoey, PE, Town Engineer, Town of
Thompson
Steven Vegliante, Town Supervisor, Town of Fallsburg
Mollie Messinger, Code Enforcement Officer, Town of
Fallsburg
Will Illing, PE, Town Engineer, Town of Fallsburg
Bill Herrmann, Supervisor, Town of Mamakating
Daniel T. Whitehead. Regional Permit Administrator.
NYSDEC Region 3
Joseph R. Murray, Environmental Analyst, NYSDEC
Region 3
Freda Eisenberg, AICP, Commissioner, Sullivan County
Div of Planning & Env Mgmt
Paula Medley, Basha Kill Area Association
Laura Coruzzi, Yankee Lake Preservation Association
Toby Boritz, Rock Hill Neighborhood Association
Andrew Willingham, PE, Willingham Engineering
Katherine Beinkafner, Mid-Hudson Geosciences
1
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Maps of Wetlands on Thompson Education Center Property
See Page 30, 4.1

See Page 31, 4.2
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Town of Thompson
Technical Review Comments on
TEC’s Well Drilling Plan
Project Name:

Project Number:
Project Location:
Date:

Recreation and Historic Preservation in the SWPPP.

3. Provide a grading plan for the roads. A contour interval
of two feet is recommended.
4. Delineate and state the limits of disturbance on the
plans.

Thompson Education Center
Well Drilling Plan
95-56; 13-42
Town of Thompson
10 May 2016

5. Show larger scale plans around the well heads. The well
heads appear to be that appear very close to the NYS
wetland adjacent areas.

6. A “Construction Sequence” is provided on Plan Sheet 1
of 2. An initial step (Step 1) should be added that states
“Schedule a Pre-Construction Meeting with Town Officials,
including Town Engineer Representative at least once a
week prior to onsite earth disturbance or equipment
staging.”

Reviewed: Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan
(SWPPP)

1. The applicant’s engineer has provided a SWPPP that
only addresses Erosion and Sediment Control. It is the
opinion of this office that a full SWPPP is required to
address water quantity, water quality, channel protection
volume and runoff reduction techniques. According to the
NOI provided in the SWPPP, the project area is forested
and 3.46 acres will be disturbed. The 3.46 acres of
forested ground will change to gravel roads, grassed
areas, etc. According to Hydro-Cadd, gravel roads are
represented with a curve number of 96. Provide a full
SWPPP or provide applicable reasoning why a full
SWPPP is not warranted.

Should you require any additional information or have any
further questions, please do not hesitate to contact our
office.
Respectfully submitted,

McGoey, Hauser & Edsall
Consulting Engineers, D.P.C.
Scott M. Quinn, P.E.
Senior Engineer

2. Address the requirements of the Office of Parks,

Photo taken on April 29, 2016 of billboard near Exit 115 of Route 17.
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DEC Notice of Incomplete Application on Dragon Springs

February 17, 2016
Johnny Khou
Dragon Springs Buddhist, Inc.
140 Galley Hill Rd.
Cuddebackville, NY 12729
Re: Dragon Springs Buddhist Monastery Facility
Expansion Project:
1) Meditation Hall conversion to Dormitory - modification
to Outfall 002;
2) New wastewater treatment plant - modification to
Outfall 003
Town of Deerpark, Orange County
DEC Application ID No. 3-3328-00150/00015
DEC SPDES ID NO.: NY 027 4089
NOTiCE OF iNCOMPLETE APPLiCATiON
Dear Mr. Khou,
The Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)
has reviewed the two applications submitted for
modification of the State Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (SPDES) permit 3-3328-00150/00013. One
application was received 03/11/2015 to increase Outfall
002 from 1,200 gallons per day (gpd) with a new treatment
system and one received 3/25/2015 for a proposed new
Wastewater Treatment Plant with a capacity of 100,000
gpd designed by OBG Engineering. The applications are
incomplete.
DEC Regional Water Engineer Shohreh Karimipour has
reviewed the application materials and determined that
they are insufficient. The applications and proposed plans
have numerous errors including duplication, incorrect
president names, eliminated outfalls, re-routing of
collection system, and inconsistency of plans. These
proposals must be consolidated and resubmitted as one
comprehensive plan.
The application must include one clear plan of all existing
structures on site for comparison with any proposed new
construction/upgrades and another clear plan for all
proposed disturbance including erosion controls. Existing
condition plans should include previously approved dam
yet to be constructed. For technical questions regarding
the SPDES permit application, please contact Meena
George, NYSDEC Division of Water at (914) 428-2505,
extension 359.
In addition, the application must address the following
issues, as previously conveyed by copy of the DEC’s
response to the Town of Deerpark’s request for State
Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) Lead Agency
status, dated September 21, 2015.
Article 17, Title 7 & 8, State Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (SPDES) - The plan for a new 100,000 gpd
wastewater treatment plant is inconsistent with the FEAF
D.2.d.i fill-in of 20,000 gpd. This proposed 100,000 gpd is
far in excess of the currently permitted discharges of

18,400 (Outfall 003) and 1,200 (Outfall 002) and there is no
clear indication of the source of the waste. For the
purposes of SEQR and to meet the SPDES permit
issuance requirements, the source must be identified. If
future expansion is anticipated, at minimum a generic plan
must be provided to justify the proposed treatment
capacity.
Article 17, Title 7 & 8, State Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (SPDES) - stormwater: For
stormwater discharges associated with construction
activity that is proposed to disturb 1 acre or more of land,
a SPDES permit is required. The project may qualify for
the SPDES General Permit for Stormwater Discharges
from Construction Activity - GP-0-15-002. For information
on stormwater and the general permits, see the DEC
website at http.//www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/8468.html.
Authorization for coverage under the SPDES General
Permit is not granted until the Department issues any other
necessary DEC permits.
Please note: The SPDES General Permit does not provide
coverage for any project modifications made after its
issuance and a new application must be submitted for new
construction activity. For questions regarding General
Permit coverage, please contact Adedayo Adewole,
NYSDEC Division of Water at (914) 428-2505, extension
365.
Article 15, Title 15, Water Withdrawal: An application
should be submitted to the Delaware River Basin
commission which has jurisdiction over water withdrawals
within the Delaware River watershed, which includes this
facility. This is a change from the SEQR Lead Agency
response which erroneously indicated that application
should be made to DEC.
Article 11, Title 5 Threatened & Endangered Species:
An Incidental Take permit is required for direct mortality or
any alteration of habitat which interferes with or impairs an
essential behavior of the species. According to Department
records, the following state-listed threatened or
endangered species have been recorded within or near the
project site:
Species:
NYS Status Federal Status

Bald Eagle

Threatened

Indiana Bat

Endangered

Northern
long-eared bat
Brook floater

Threatened

Threatened

Bald Eagle
Protection Act
Endangered
Threatened

None

Dwarf Wedgemussel Endangered Endangered
Occupied or potential habitat must be identified and the
potential impacts of the proposed project on each species
must be fully evaluated. Project modifications may be
incomplete Application continued on page 37
35
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incomplete Application continued from page 36

Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) for development of
the Dragon Springs property. The application cannot be
deemed complete until the Lead Agency either issues a
Negative Declaration or accepts a Draft Environmental
Impact Statement for review.
If you have questions regarding the necessary information,
please contact the above listed staff. For questions on the
application process, including SEQR and SHPO review,
please contact me.
Sincerely,
Lee Kassin
Division of Environmental Permits
(845) 256-3032
Ecc: Supervisor Gary Spears, Town of Deerpark
R. Vicaretti, Planning Board Chairman
G. Plotsky, Town Attorney
Delaware River Basin Commission
State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)
Orange County Department of Health
M. Pan, Pietrzak & Pfau Engineering & Surveying
K. Liang, P E , Dragon Springs Buddhist, Inc.
S. Karimipour/A. Roy/M. George,
NYSDEC Div. of Water

needed to adequately mitigate any potential impacts
identified or an Incidental Take permit may be required.
Bald Eagles
The property is over 660-feet from the nearest known nest,
so DEC’s primary concern would be with any loud noises
within 0.5 mile or any helicopter use. Another potential
impact would be any removal of large trees within 300-feet
of the Neversink River which may be utilized by eagles, in
particular pine trees. The project is also near known
occurrences of wintering eagles on the Neversink.
Roosting habitat could be on the slope above the river.
Additional details on the proposed work will be necessary
to determine appropriate take-avoidance measure, but
these could include time-of-year restrictions on work.
Indiana Bat and Northern Long-eared Bat
This area may include habitat for Indiana bat and the
potential for a taking would, at a minimum warrant a timeof-year restriction. Again, the area of impact, and tree
removal proposed could result in the need for review of
indirect impacts for both species of bats.
Brook Floater and Dwarf Wedgemussel

These are aquatic species occurring in the Neversink River
and tributaries. Additional details on the proposed work will
be necessary to determine if there is potential for impact.
Questions on the necessary information for an
Endangered/Threatened Species jurisdiction determination
can be directed to Lisa Masi, NYSDEC Bureau of Wildlife,
at (845) 256-2257.
Article 15, Title 5 of the ECL Protection of Waters
Based on information currently provided, a stream
disturbance is not proposed on the site; should that
change, an update must be provided to determine whether
a permit is required.
Structural Heating
The SEQR Lead Agency response advised you of the
potential need for Mined Land Reclamation, Protection of
Waters, Air Pollution Control, and SPDES permits for
various structural heating systems. In an email dated
November 2, 2015, Minzi Pan asserted that the proposed
heating systems were below the regulatory thresholds.
Please provide a narrative statement on type and size of all
existing and proposed systems.
Cultural Resources: We have reviewed the statewide
inventory of archaeological resources maintained by the
New York State Museum and the New York State Office of
Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation. These
records indicate that the project is located within an area
considered to be sensitive with regard to archaeological
resources. A determination of impact from the State Historic
Preservation Office (SHPO) will be a requirement of any
application for permit to DEC.
The Town of Deerpark is Lead Agency for the State
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March 15, 2016
Ms. Lee Kassin
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
Environmental Permits
21 S. Putt Corners Road
New Paltz, NY 12561-1620
Re: DEC Application ID No. 3-3328-00150/00015
DEC SPDES ID No. NY027 4089
Dear Ms. Kassin,
We have received your Notice of Incomplete Application
dated 2/17/2016 regarding our SPDES permit applications
for outfalls 002 and 003. After discussions with the review
engineers from Division of Water Region 3, we have
decided to officially withdraw the SPDES permit application
for outfall 002, and to keep the SPDES application for
outfall 003. Once the WWTP at outfall 003 is approved and
constructed, the wastewater from outfall 002 will be
directed to outfall 003, and the current existing treatment
system at outfall 002 will be removed/abandoned. Three
(3) copies of the site plan showing the future connection
from outfall 002 to the new WWTP at outfall 003 have been
included. The existing and proposed developments, and
the previously approved dam have also been presented
on this plan.
Your comments regarding the SEQR review are addressed
as follows:
1. Article 17, Title 7 & 8, SPDES wastewater - the FEAF
D.2.d.i fill-in of 20,000 gpd was a typo error. It should be
100,000 gpd. A corrected FEAF has been included. The
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DEC Division of Water, Region 3
Remarks on Dragon Springs
Sewage Treatment Systems

002. The Department requires 3 sets of the final
Engineering Report, Plans, and Specifications for review.
Please be aware that the engineering plans will not be
approved prior to issuance of the SPDES permit
modification.
Please be reminded that the previous Department approval
of engineering plans for an 18,400 gpd wastewater
treatment system expansion at outfall 003 expires in June
2016. Should you wish to renew the approval, please
submit a request to the Department.
Please submit a closure plan for the treatment system for
outfall 001 in accordance with 6NYCRR Part 750 2.11.
The Department requires that all submissions be stamped
and signed by a Professional Engineer, licensed to practice
in New York State.
The Department anticipates your compliance with the
requirements of the Environmental Conservation Law
which we will take into consideration before making a final
determination regarding appropriate enforcement action
for the violations.
If you have any questions, please contact me at the above
number, ext. 357.
Sincerely,
Manju Cherian, P.E.
Environmental Engineer 2
cc: Shohreh Karimipour, P.E. - Regional Water Engineer
Meena George, P.E. - Environmental Engineer 2
Arthur Crawford - Environmental Engineer 1
Rebecca Grist - Environmental Analyst 2
Ed Behnke - Orange County Department of Health

March 3, 2016

Jonathan Lee, President
Dragon Springs Inc.
140 Galley Hill Road
Cuddebackville, NY 12729
Re: Dragon Springs Monastery Sewage Treatment
Systems
Outfalls 002 and 003
SPDES NO: NY-0274089
Town of Deerpark, Orange County
Dear Mr. Lee:
Thank you for attending the technical meeting with this
office on February 23, 2016 regarding the issues of
compliance, permitting, and engineering plans for the
referenced facility. Based upon our discussions, the
following actions are required:
Compliance
Your engineers proposed maintenance work of the curtain
drain as a solution for the intermittent failing of the mound
system at outfall 002. This maintenance work must be done
immediately. Upon completion, please submit the attached
certification to the Department. If the maintenance work
cannot be completed immediately, technical justification
must be provided to the Department by March 18, 2016
along with a schedule for the soonest time practicable
including an evaluation of whetherthe reserve area is
available for use.
Your engineers reported that the flow entering the leach
field at outfall 003 may exceed the SPDES permitted limit
of 8,000 gpd during the summer months. By March 18,
2016, please submit monthly flow records for outfall 003
for the past three years during the summer months, and if
flows are above 8,000 gpd, an engineering report
proposing a solution for the exceedances.
SPDES permitting
Your current plan is to construct a 100,000 gpd wastewater
treatment plant (wwtp) which will discharge to outfall 003.
This plant will also treat the wastewater currently
discharging to the mound system at outfall 002. Therefore,
as agreed, the SPDES permit application for outfall 002,
expansion of the mound system to 3760 gpd, must be
officially withdrawn. The Department will process the
application for the wwtp surface discharge at outfall 003.
Engineering Plans
Your current plan to construct a 100,000 gpd wastewater
treatment plant which will discharge to outfall 003 requires
Department approval. By March 18, 2016, please submit
an addendum to the current Engineering Report to include
the basis of design for the proposed connection from outfall
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proposed 100,000 gpd is estimated as below:
500 students x 150 gpd
(including food services) = 75,000 gpd
100 staff/visitors x 20 gpd (including lunch) = 2,000 gpd
2000 visitors during special event x 10 gpd
(including one meal) = 20,000 gpd
Total = 97,000 gpd
100,000 gpd is used as the design flow.
The estimated flow for each student is base on the
assumption that the students from the Dance Department
will take several showers per day in summer, and the
laundry volume will be large during the training season.
Our existing facility has the capability for housing 500
boarding students, and providing services to staff and
visitors (including special event visitors). With the currently
proposed parking structure constructed, we will have the
enough parking capacity for 2,000 event visitors.
2. Article 17, Title 7&8, SPDES stormwater - NYSDEC
has issued two SPDES General Permits governing
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DEC Division of Water Construction Stormwater Inspection Report for Dragon Springs

SPDES - State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
SWPPP - Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan

ESC - Erosion & Sediment Control

38

BKAA GUARDIAN

Dragon Springs Response continued from page 38

2015. Three (3) copies of the updated SWPPP are
included with this submission for your review.
3. Article 15, Title 15, Water Withdrawal: we will
submit a water withdrawal application to the Delaware
River Basin Commission when the total water provided
to our site by the on-site wells meets the 100,000 gpd
threshold as required by the DRBC Docket No. D2007-021 CP-3.
4. Article 11, Title 5 Threatened & Endangered
Species: the previously submitted Habitat Report
attached with the Expanded EAF has been revised to
include a field survey for Brook floater. Three (3)
copies of the updated Habitat Report are included with
this submission for your review.
As discussed in the Habitat Report, a Bald Eagle nest
has been found on our property, however it is more
than 2500 ft away from the newly proposed
disturbance area. No blasting will be used during
construction. No trees within 300 feet from the
Neversink River will be removed. The proposed
actions do not affect the Bald Eagle habitat.
As you know, most of the proposed actions are within
the previously disturbed areas. Tree removals are
minimal. The proposed action does not affect the
Indiana Bat and Northern Long-eared Bat habitat.
Although no Brook Floater and Dwarf Wedgemussel

Summer 2016
stormwater discharges from the site during construction: one
is for the building construction area, and one is for the new
dam construction area.
The proposed action for the current SEQR review is to revise
the overall site plan to include an existing Rehearsal Hall
Addition, modify an existing Meditation Hall to a Residence
Hall, construct a Music Hall on an existing concrete plaza,
construct a Parking Structure on the existing Parking Lot #1,
construct a 100,000 gpd wastewater treatment plant, and
relocate the previously approved Fire pump Gazebo, Storage
Shed and Parking Lot #2.
The proposed revisions are within the overall building
construction area of the previously approved site plan. The
onsite constructions of previously approved projects are still
on going, and the previously filed NOIs have not been closed
out. It is very hard to separate which erosion control measures
are for the previously approved disturbance area, and which
are for the newly proposed disturbance areas. We believe that
the proposed site plan revisions should be covered under the
same General Permit for the overall site building construction.
We have updated the Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan
(SWPPP) for the overall site to include the proposed revisions.
New standards, such as Green Infrastructure Techniques,
have been applied to the proposed revised area in accordance
with the NYSDEC Stormwater Management Design Manual
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BASHA KILL AREA ASSOCIATION
PO BOX 1121
WURTSBORO, NY 12790

have been found in our onsite stream, we will maintain our
erosion control measures to ensure that the stream is not
polluted by construction runoffs.
5. Structural Heating: the onsite buildings are heated by
fuel-based boilers less than ten million Btus per hour. A list
of boilers has been included with this submission.
6. Cultural Resources: we have received a letter from
SHPO stating that our project has no impact on
archaeological and/or historic resources listed in or eligible
for the NY State and National Registers of Historic Places.
This letter has been included with the previously submitted
Expended EAF report.
The SHPO’s review letter and our submission to SHPO can
be
viewed
at
https://cris.parks.ny.gov/?type=PR&id=E5RG9TT5588G .
As you can see, we have submitted SHPO an overall site
plan including all of the existing and proposed buildings for
review.
Should you have any questions or need additional
information, please do not hesitate to contact me at 845754-7400, or send me an email at kliang211@earthlink.net.
Thank you.
Sincerely yours,
Kaijin Liang, P.E.

RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED
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