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Fawn by
Kimberly Sauer

Otter by Kevin Kreischer
Bullfrog by
Gary Comier

Ribbon Snake by
Barb Ward-Blank
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MAILBAG:
Dear BKAA,

Dear Paula,

Thank you,
Mollie Messenger

To Whom It May Concern,

We would like to thank you for sponsoring our son
Alexander Decker to attend DEC Camp at DeBruce.
Hi Miss Medley,

2/9/19

On behalf of the trustees of the library, I want to thank
you for joining me to discuss the BKAA as we endeavor to
learn more about the needs of the community we serve.
Your responses to my questions will help guide us as we
plan for the future. I hope we will be able to provide you
with services and resources to help meet your needs as the
BKAA also looks to the future.

1/14/19

Thank you for awarding both boys the scholarship
for the DEC Camp. They are very excited!

Decker Family

Spring 2019

Paula

Sincerely,
Peggy Johansen,
Mamakating Library Director

3/29/19

I am following our own advice and sending this note to say
thank you for sharing your experiences and being part of
the program (See page 18). I enjoyed learning more about
your organization, and I think participants really appreciated
hearing from one of their peers.

1/21/19

Thank you so much for choosing me for the camp. Me and
my mom looked at the camp website and the activities look
like so much fun. I am adding some pictures of Oliver (the
turtle). The second picture is of Oliver after we released him
back to the Basha Kill. I also added some pictures of birds
that I took with my new camera. (See camper article on
page 23 and photo on page 24).

It was a pleasure to meet you. Thank you again.
Best, Laura DiBetta,
DEC Director of Outdoor Recreation

Sincerely,

Anneliese Vitale

CONTACT THE BKAA

Paula Medley 845-754-0743, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. email: info@thebashakill.org website: www.thebashakill.org

CONTACT THE DEC

Environmental Conservation Officers (ECO’s) & Forest Rangers Covering the Bashakill WMA for the NYS DEC
ECO’s: Officer Ricky Wood 845-665-5637 (cell)
Officer Thomas Koepf 845-612-6099 (cell)
Forest Rangers: Matthew Hettenbaugh 845-428-1039 (cell) Richard Franke 845-423-1994 (cell)
Call 24-hour DEC Law Enforcement Dispatch at 1-877-457-5680 if the Officers are not available.
The Guardian is published quarterly by the Basha Kill Area Association Inc., PO Box 1121, Wurtsboro, NY 12790.
President: Paula Medley • Vice-President: Anita Altman • Treasurer: Monique Lipton
Corresponding Secretary / Membership: Marcia Briggs Wallace • Recording Secretary: Christine Saward
Board Members: Linda Lou Bartle • Jackie Broder • Fred Harding • Bill Lucas • Bob Muller • Susan O’Neill
Publicity & E-mail Coordinator: Susan O’Neill • Alerts Coordinator: Liberty Press - Jon Heaphy
Water Testing & Facebook Coordinator: Linda Lou Bartle
Nature Watch Co-Leaders: Maryallison Farley, Kevin Keller & Cathy Liljequist
Guardian Editor: Paula Medley
Mission Statement: Since our founding in 1972, our mission has been to protect the
Basha Kill Wetlands and surrounding area from ecological degradation,
to promote education and respect for the environment in general, and to preserve the beauty of the area.

We welcome new members who are interested in protecting the environment. Dues are $10 per person per year.
BKAA is a not-for-profit corporation and donations are deductible to the extent allowed by law.
website: www.thebashakill.org • e-mail: info@thebashakill.org
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Spring 2019 New Members

John T. Doyle — Janet Hanley — Jean Hoag — Andy & Joe Komonchak — Richard Leonard — Laura Rice — Pamela Rice

Spring 2019 Donors

Donation in Memory of Frank Brusinski — Susan K. & Stephen G. Miller
Jane S. Jordan in Honor of Bob Speziale & Jack Weiser

Anonymous — E. Susan Armistead — Alicemarie Borash — Arlene D. Borko — Eileen Anne Carney
Roberta Christy & David Tancredi — Alexander Ciesluk — Gloria Coruzzi & Douglas C. Daly — David Diness
John T. Doyle — Kevin Forbes Doyle, Jr. — David L. Fanger & Martin A. Wechsler — Joanne Gray
Michael Kavanaugh — Christopher Krogslund — Kathleen W. Labuda — Port Jervis Free Library
Lois & Ernie Ruckert — Sally B. Seymour — Stephen Vignet — Irene C. Warshauer

IN MEMORIAM

With profound sadness, the BKAA announces passing of valued members
and friends:
Paul Beinkafner
Paul was a real cheerleader for the organization,
always lauding the Guardian and our advocacy
efforts. He was also the beloved husband of BKAA
consulting hydrogeologist, Kathie Beinkafner.
Silvia Colella
Silvia was an artist and poet, generously sharing her
work through the years in numerous Guardian
editions. Her artistry truly uplifted our spirits and
piqued our sensibilities.
Ted Kerpez
Ted, veteran DEC Region 3 Wildlife Manager, strongly
supported the BKAA’s Mission and encouraged
collaboration between his agency and groups like
ours. See Nate Ermer’s moving tribute in his update
on page 14.
Keith LaBudde
Keith was a long-time President and Treasurer of
Friends of the Shawangunks (FOS), one of the
BKAA’s most loyal, ongoing partners. In his roles, he
facilitated financial support of BKAA advocacy against
Yukiguni Maitake, 7 Peaks, and others. Notably, his and Paula Medley’s
close working relationship spanned more than 25 years. He was one of the
good guys!
Sylvia Maliga
Sylvia was among our longest serving members, supporting the BKAA
since 1987.
Fred Weissman
For years, Fred and his wife Barbara Johnson assisted Marilyn and Bob
Fiore in organizing the Annual Cleanup’s luncheon, particularly when the
latter was held at the old Moose Lodge. He was very personable, always
entertaining event participants with jokes or funny stories.
The BKAA sends heartfelt condolences to Kathie, Carmine, Felice, DEC
Region 3 staff, Pril, Barbara, and members’ family and friends.
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Poetry Corner:
WINTER BLUES TURN
TO SPRING GREENS

Five long months of fickle weather
Snow, rain, sleet, mud, ice
Frozen toes and fingers
Layers upon layers
Of sweaters, coats, vests,
Scarves, hats, gloves
Treacherous driving
Spoiler of plans
Prevailing Darkness
Bitter winds
Barest trees
Too dark, too long
The greatest reward
Is winter’s END!

When we hear
The first red-winged blackbird’s song
Or Spring peepers
Catch sight of
A bluebird or a robin
Cherry blossoms
Apple blossoms
(with their intoxicating perfume!)
Crocuses, tulips
Green, green, green Grass
Budding trees
Longer days
Luscious sunshine
Merciful heavens!
Winter so long
At last gives way
To Spring’s Sweetest Song!

— Susan Erny

2019 BKAA Calendar of Events
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All activities free and open to the public!

Saturday, May 11, 10 am
Hike to Gobbler’s Knob
with NY-NJ Trail Conference Representative
Enjoy views of a beautiful 650 acre Shawangunk Ridge
property, that was also site of the proposed Basherkill
Subdivision. The hike gains 450 vertical feet from the
parking area to the Knob, which is almost 1,000 feet high.
Wear comfortable, sturdy shoes; bring water and
binoculars. Trip takes two hours. Meet at the South Road
fishing platform (Westbrookville end). To register or for
more information, contact Paula at (845) 754-0743.

Weekends from
Saturday, April 13 through Sunday, June 23
Nature Watch at the South Road Boat Launch
Join trained BKAA Nature Watch Volunteers at the South
Road boat launch to learn more about the many residents
of this amazing wetland. View the nesting bald eagles and
other birds. Equipped with two powerful spotting scopes
and lots of information, the volunteers will help you get to
know the Basha Kill a little better. Bring your children, other
family members and friends of all ages for some fun in the
outdoors! From 10:00 am to 4:00 pm every Saturday and
Sunday between April 21 and June 24. Call Kevin Keller at
845-434-6209 or Maryallison Farley at 845-888-0261 for
more details.
Saturday, April 27
38th Annual Basha Kill Clean-up
9:30-10am (Registration and site assignments)
Celebrate Earth Day! Enjoy a walk and fresh spring air
while ridding the wetlands of debris. Garbage bags are
provided. Wear boots, work gloves, and insect repellent.
Bring chairs as lunch, supplied by the BKAA, will be eaten
al fresco in the Haven Road DEC parking lot (on left coming
from Route 209); also event’s registration site. BKAA
merchandise will be on sale and door prizes awarded. Call
Paula Medley at (845) 754-0743 for further information.

Sunday, May 19, 10 am
Walk the O & W / D & H Canal Trail Loop
with Gary Keeton
Stroll a 3 mile loop on level terrain with Basha Kill naturalist
Gary Keeton as you observe wetlands, headwaters of the
Basher Kill, and Gumaer Brook. This 1.4 mile portion of the
O & W rail trail was recently gifted to Mamakating by Open
Space Institute. At McDonald Road, event participants will
return to Wurtsboro via the D & H Canal towpath. Bring
binoculars, insect repellent, and wear good walking shoes.
Meet at the trailhead adjacent to O’Toole’s Harley-Davidson
on Sullivan Street in Wurtsboro. To register and/or for more
information, contact Gary at (845) 386-4892.

Sunday, April 28, 8 am
Birding for Beginners with Scott Graber
Experience the variety of birdlife that inhabits the Bashakill
with naturalist Scott Graber. This walk will focus on basic
identification of birds by sight and sound. If you’re new to
birding or have always wondered what birds exist beyond
your backyard, this is the field trip for you! Binoculars are
required and wear sturdy walking shoes. Meet at the
Haven Road DEC parking lot (on left coming from Rt. 209).
Visit to Mamakating’s new Environmental Center included.
Call Scott to register and/or for additional information at
914-799-1313.

Saturday, May 4, 8 am
Spring Migration Warbler Walk with John Haas
Meet at the Stop Sign Parking Area off Haven Road (from
Route 209, cross Haven Road bridge and take first left just
before Haven Road ends at South Road).Bring binoculars.
We should see an array of spring migrants including
warblers,orioles, and grosbeaks. We will move to the
Nature Trail from there and finish up at the Main Boat
Launch. Visit to Mamakating’s new Environmental Center
included. To register and/or for more information, contact
John at (845) 888-0240. The walk will last at least two
hours.

Sunday, June 2, 10 am
Happy for Herps with Bill Cutler
Join herpetologist Bill Cutler on a search for amphibians
and reptiles. Kids as well as adults love learning about
them. Bring binoculars and insect repellent. Meet at the
Haven Road DEC parking lot (on left coming from Route
209). Visit to Mamakating’s new Environmental Center
included. Call Bill to register and/or for additional
information at (845) 482-5209.

Sunday, June 9, 10 a.m.
Examine Early Summer Vegetation and Plants’
Relationship to the Basha Kill’s Ecology with SUNY
Orange Professor Emeritus Marty Borko
Bring binoculars and insect repellent. Meet at the Haven
Road DEC parking lot (on left coming from Route 209). Visit
to Mamakating’s new Environmental Center included. Call
Paula Medley to register and/or for additional information
at (845) 754-0743.
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Saturday, June 15, 8:30 pm
Moonlight Walk with Gary Keeton
Amble along Haven Road and the Railroad Trail. Enjoy

CALENDAR continued on page 5
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CALENDAR continued from page 4

across from the Hometown Deli in Westbrookville. Bring
binoculars. Contact Gary at (845) 386-4892 for particulars.

moonrise over the ridge as you discuss the area’s natural
history. Meet at the Haven Road DEC parking lot (on left
coming from Route 209). Contact Gary at (845) 386-4892
for additional facts.

Saturday, September 28, 10 am
Canoe/Kayak the Basha Kill
with Scott Graber and Mike Medley
Join naturalists Scott and Mike for a late season venture
on this first day of autumn. Bring your own vessel and
binoculars. Meet at the South Road Boat Launch. Call Mike
at (845) 754-0743 to register and for more details.

Saturday, June 22, 9 am
Natural History Walk with Jack Austin
Stroll 2-3 miles on level terrain with Basha Kill educator
Jack Austin as you see and listen to what’s nesting,
growing, and maturing. Bring binoculars, insect repellent,
and wear good walking shoes. Meet at the Haven Road
DEC parking lot (on left coming from Route 209). Visit to
Mamakating’s new Environmental Center included. To
register and/or for more information, contact Jack at cell #
(845) 649-8720.

Friday, October 25, 7-9 pm
Free Public Star Watch by John Kocijanski of the
Catskills Astronomy Club
Bring scopes and/or binoculars. Meet at the South Road
Boat Launch, across from Bashakill Vineyards. To register,
call John at (845) 798-8087. For event updates, visit
Catskills Astronomy Club’s Facebook page. Rain date the
following day.

Saturday, July 6, 10 am
History of D&H Canal with Gary Keeton
Join Gary for a walk through time. Ever wonder about local
stone walls and foundations? Curious about how people
farmed the rocky soils or the relationship between the
Basha Kill and Pine Kill? Bring binoculars and insect
repellent. Oh, and learn about the canal, too! Meet at the
DEC access road on Route 209 across from the
Hometown Deli in Westbrookville. Bring binoculars. Contact
Gary at (845) 386-4892 for particulars.

Saturday, October 26, 10 am
Hike the Shawangunk Ridge with a NY-NJ Trail
Conference Trail Maintainer
Event co-sponsored with Trail Conference. Moderately
difficult hike, lasting 4-5 hours. Wear comfortable sturdy
shoes and bring water, lunch and binoculars. Meet at the
D&H Canal Kiosk at the Pat Moore Memorial Picnic Grove
on Sullivan Street in Wurtsboro. Must register by calling
Paula at (845) 754-0743.

Saturday, August 3, 5:30 am
Sunrise Walk with Gary Keeton
Rise and shine! Enjoy the Basha Kill’s wonders from a
different view. Bring binoculars. Meet at Haven Road DEC
parking lot (on left coming from Route 209). Call Gary at
(845) 386-4892 for infor-mation.
Sunday, August 11, 10 am
Reprise of History of the
D&H Canal
with Gary Keeton
Join Gary for a walk through
time. Ever wonder about
local stone walls and
foundations? Curious about
how people farmed the
rocky
soils
or
the
relationship between the
Basha Kill and Pine Kill?
Oh, and learn about the
canal, too! Meet at the DEC
access road on Route 209

Sunday, November 3, 9 am
Hike the Minisink Trail at Huckleberry State Forest
in the Town of Greenville with Mike Medley
Join Mike on a beautiful 5
mile loop hike on the
Shawangunk Ridge. Wear
comfortable sturdy shoes
and bring water and lunch.
Bring binoculars. Carpool or
travel in a caravan led by
Mike. Meet at South Road
Sullivan County Division of Public Works will
fishing platform (Westclose a section of Town Highway 20, Haven
brookville end) at 9:00am.
Road, in the near future. Original closing date
Absolutely must register
was May 1, 2019, but this may change due to
for this trip by calling Mike at
DEC concerns about construction impacts on
(845) 754-0743.

Sullivan County
Bridge Closure
HAVEN ROAD BRIDGE

nesting wildlife. When we know exact date, we
will inform members.
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MORE
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Along the T

Chipmunk with Mushroom by Yury Loginov
Rabbit by
Kevin Kreischer

Bronze Copper Butterfly
by Frank Coviello
Snapping Turtle by Gary Cormier
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BKAA Participates in Lance Verderame/John Haas
Birding Program at Port Jervis Free Library’s The
Hub, Whose History is Included Herein
Fred Harding, Paula Medley

The Hub at Port Jervis Free Library hosted expert birders
Lance Verderame and John Haas’ evocative powerpoint,
“Birds of the Bashakill” on Tuesday, February 26. Fifty
attendees, some traveling significant distances (Pine Bush,
Grahamsville), viewed gorgeous photos highlighting many
of the 251 documented wetland bird species. They also
learned about spring and fall birding migrations, bald eagle
nesting, identifying backyard species, developing a Life List,
and other educational nuggets. During this event, Paula
Medley managed a BKAA informational venue, whose
materials literally “flew off the table”. By evening’s end,
there was almost nothing left!!!

digital literacy. During its initial three years, using a great
staff and New York’s first innovative concept of furnishing
myriad programs employing the internet and technology,
The Hub became the best center in the state. When the
grant expired, the library’s Board of Trustees funded The
Hub from their own annual budget.

Today, The Hub is open 50 hours per week, providing free
computer access. It is staffed by an excellent team of
trainers who help patrons in using computer software like
workforce related documents (resumes, applications),
educational pursuits (finding and applying to colleges,
monitoring tests), and searching the internet (buying,
selling, government forms). And, of course, it continues to
further entertain and educate.
Besides the
Verderame/Haas presentation, a recent offering involved
Randy Stechert’s live rattlesnake and copperhead show,
which garnered 50 enthusiastic spectators. Future events
entail Paranormal Investigations with local Ghost detective,
Michael Worden and New Wines of Spring and Summer
with local Sommelier, Joann Degaglia. For a complete
activities list, go to The Hub at Port Jervis Free Library on
Facebook.

Now, about The Hub….. In 2010, Port Jervis Free Library
was selected as one of 33 libraries in New York to receive
a three year federal grant to implement a public computer
center. Harding Business Consultants was contracted to
convert an open room into a functioning free technology lab
and so The Hub was born. The word Hub not only has
technological meaning, but underscores Port Jervis’ historic
role as a Hub for the D & H Canal and Erie Railroad.

Armed with 14 lap tops and 2 ADA compliant large touch
screen computers, The Hub began improving the region’s

The BKAA and Mamakating Library Co-Sponsored a
Highly Successful John Haas Book Signing and Lance
Verderame/Haas Powerpoint on “Birds of the Bashakill”
Paula Medley

On Saturday, March 9, John Haas’ 3rd edition of his “Birding
Guide to Sullivan County, Including the Bashakill Wildlife
Management Area” (WMA) debuted with a book signing at
Mamakating’s library. Forty-one guides were purchased by
57 attendees, garnering $820.00 for BKAA coffers.

Farley, who wrote the grant resulting in guide funding from
the Environmental Protection Fund’s Parks and Trails
Partnership Program.

The powerpoint was arranged according to birding seasons
(See page 8 for seasonal lists.) Photos, most taken by Matt
Zeitler with others from Lance and John, depicted the
wetland’s avian diversity. Actually, 251 bird species have
been observed at the WMA. Birds from other Sullivan
County locales were likewise portrayed.

Enhancing this activity was a presentation on ”Birds of the
Bashakill” created by expert birders/educators Verderame
and Haas. Stunning images can be viewed on pages 9-13.

During introductory remarks, BKAA President Paula Medley
emphasized organizational support for the 9th’s venue,
which highlighted importance of area natural resources,
especially those of the WMA’s wetland ecosystem, with
subsequent need for their conservation and protection. She
also recognized the extraordinary efforts of Maryallison
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Continuing the educational theme, a BKAA informational
table, replete with pertinent resource and organizational
data, was provided and definitely piqued participants’
interest. All in all, the afternoon’s program was a great
learning affair.
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Basha Kill Birding Seasons

Late Winter /
Early Spring

Season highlights are waterfowl and
early season migrants

• Snow Geese
• Canada Geese
• Wood Duck
• Gadwall
• American Wigeon
• American Black Duck
• Mallard
• Blue-winged Teal
• Northern Shovler
• Northern Pintail
• Green-winged Teal
• Canvasback
• Redhead
• Ring-necked Duck
• Greater & Lesser Scaup
• Bufflehead
• Common Goldeneye
• Hooded & Common Merganser
• Ruddy Duck

Spring Migration

• Bitterns, Herons & Egrets
• Nesting Bald Eagles
• Virginia Rail, Sora, Common
Moorhen
• Spotted and Solitary Sandpipers,
other migrant shorebirds
• Terns & Gulls
• Both Cuckoo Species
• Three Owl Species
• Common Nighthawks and Whippoor-will
• Ten species of Flycatchers
• Four species of Vireo
• Thrushes
• Over 30 Species of Warblers
• Blackbirds including Rusty Blackbird
• Baltimore & Orchard Oriole

American
Bittern

Summer

Nesting Species include the
following:
• American Bittern
• Least Bittern
• Virginia Rail
• Common Moorhen
• Whip-poor-will
• Acadian Flycatcher
• Yellow-throated Vireo
• Cerulean Warbler
• Orchard Oriole

Fall Migration
Main Birding Hotspots:

• Scoters, Long-tailed Duck and Redbreasted Merganser, rare, but
possible

1) Nature Trail
2) The Orchard
3) Stop Sign Trail
4) Haven Road
5) Deli Fields

• American Woodcock, Wilson’s
Snipe, Eastern Phoebe, Tree
Swallows

1) Olive-Sided Flycatcher
2) Yellow-bellied Flycatcher
3) Philadelphia Vireo
4) Gray-cheeked Thrush
5) Sparrows

Specialty Birds:

• Common Loon, Pied-billed, Horned
and Red-necked Grebe

Orchard
Oriole

A Cold Waterfowl Walk!
Karen C. Miller

shinned Hawk.

Visiting the Duck Blind trail, Haven Road, Baldinger’s South
Road feeding station and the Birch Trail, birders were
treated to Mallards, Green-winged Teal, Ring-necked
Ducks, Buffleheads, American Black Ducks, Mute Swans,
Common and Hooded Mergansers, and Bald Eagles.

March 23, 2019

With temperatures hovering just above 20 degrees and with
a 30 mile per hour wind, John Haas was concerned that no
participants would show for BKAA’s Winter Waterfowl Walk,
but they surprised him. Led by John, 11 brave individuals
made their way around the Basha Kill under less than ideal
conditions. The birds were very cooperative and the group
was fortunate to find 15 species of waterfowl. Many first-ofthe-season birds for most in the group included three
Eastern Phoebes, two Fox Sparrows and one Sharp-
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John said, “One of the greatest things for me is observing
the experience new birders have when exposed to a whole
new world. We had five new birders in the group. Watching
the joy and delight on their faces as they saw one new bird
after another can’t be surpassed! I know I will see them out
there again.”
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Common Gallinule by Matt Zeitler

BIRDS OF THE BASHAKILL
Belted Kingfisher
by Matt

Indigo Bunting
by Matt

Yellow-billed
Cuckoo by Matt
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Yellow Warbler by
Lance Verderame

Great Cormorant

Veery by Lance
Ruby-crowned
Kinglet by Lance
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Rose-breasted
Grosbeak by Matt

Hooded Mergansers by Matt

Northern Pintail by Matt

Pied-billed Grebe by Matt
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Yellow Crowned
Night Heron by John

Special occurrence at the Bashakill - Sandhill Crane
pair off of Haven Road on 3/16/19 by John Haas

Peregrine Falcon
with Wood Duck
Dinner by John

Great Horned Owl by John
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John Haas Book Signing and Verderame/Haas Powerpoint at Mamakating Library

Freezing on Haven Road

Waterfowl Walk

John and friend Karen Miller, President of
the Mearns Bird Club. Photos by Jim Carney

John “talking birds” at the duck blind. Photos by Frank Coviello
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DEC Update for BKAA Guardian Spring 2019

interpretation of the NYS Endangered Species Act to
involve not only protection of listed species, but their
habitat as well. Ted was always outspoken about the
importance of connected landscapes and was a founding
member of the Shawangunk Ridge Biodiversity
Partnership in 1994, when ten organizations banded
together to conserve the unique ridge ecosystem that
overlooks the Bashakill. Ted’s leadership, good humor,
patience, and enthusiasm for conservation and life will be
sorely missed.

As DEC’s work on the railroad grade trail improvements
south of Haven Road winds down, plans for the upcoming
field season are coming together. In terms of the
Bashakill’s infrastructure, very little beyond annual routine
maintenance is anticipated in 2019. Field crews from
DEC’s Division of Operations will be visiting the WMA’s
observation towers, fishing platform, many miles of trail,
parking areas, and other features to evaluate current
conditions and conduct any necessary maintenance. At
the Bashakill, as with any public land unit, certain locations
tend to be problematic from year to year and special
attention will be given to assessment and repair of
driveways accessing Beaver Point, the Stop Sign parking
area, and Zerl’s boat Launch. Larger projects that were
envisioned several years ago, including major rehabilitation
of the Nature Trail and development of a trail connection
from Beaver Point to Haven Road, unfortunately, have
been put on hold as other, more pressing needs, have
arisen throughout the region.

As always, please do not hesitate to reach out to me –
Nathan Ermer, Wildlife Biologist and DEC WMA Manager,
845-256-3047, nathan.ermer@dec.ny.gov – with any
questions or concerns about the Bashakill.

Nature Watch Begins
Its 17th Season!

Besides facilities maintenance work, staff from DEC’s
Bureau of Wildlife will be conducting annual wildlife
monitoring that includes completing surveys for
marshbirds, whip-poor-wills, and golden-winged and bluewinged warblers. Staff will also be completing yearly
efforts to delineate infestations of invasive plant species
including common reed (Phragmites) and Japanese
knotweed with the goal of controlling these species through
chemical treatment in late summer. One novel idea
potentially employed is use of drones, also known as
UAVs, to detect and map additional Phragmites
infestations in interior wetland areas that are difficult to
access on foot.

Maryallison Farley

Our 17th Nature Watch season kicked off with an excellent
Volunteer Training on Saturday, March 30th. For the first
time, we used the Mamakating Environmental Education
& Interpretive Center and found that it was a good fit - even
for our group of 35. Keynote presenters Lance Verderame
and John Haas used the Center’s big screen to show their
updated presentation on Birds of the Basha Kill.
Commentary by Lance and John supplemented their
beautiful photographs and armed our volunteers with lots
of information to share with visitors at the boat launch.
Nathan Ermer, DEC Wildlife Biologist who manages the
Bashakill Wildlife Management Area, joined the Training as
a key resource person, as did local naturalist and historian,
Gary Keaton.

In closing, I want to mention the sudden passing of Ted
Kerpez, long-time DEC Region 3 Wildlife Manager, in late
December. I was extremely lucky to have Ted as my direct
supervisor for the last 12.5 years and his loss has been
very difficult for his family as well as his many coworkers,
colleagues, and friends at DEC and beyond. I have rarely,
if ever, met someone as universally well-liked and
respected as Ted and I will be forever grateful for the time
I spent with him. Ted was a strong supporter of
partnerships between the DEC and conservation
organizations such as the Basha Kill Area Association and
a tireless advocate for biodiversity conservation in the
Hudson Valley and all of New York. During his tenure at
DEC, Ted played a critical role in establishing a broad

Speaking of volunteers, thanks: to Eileen Lake, Robin
Kukla, MaryAnn Geary-Halchak and Patricia Diness for
managing registration and to Eileen L., MaryAnn G.-H. and
Janet Barnett for providing home baked goodies; to Mike
Medley for helping with set-up, to Ed and Nancy Duvinski
for patroling parking, and to Ed for introducing new
volunteers to spotting scopes and their operation at the
boat launch. We’ll be at the boat launch on Saturdays and
Sundays from April 13th through June 23rd from 10:00 AM
to 4:00 PM and hope to see you there.
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Bald Eagle Breeding Summary 2018
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYS DEC) Region 3
Prepared by Meghan Oberlurcher

(Editor’s Note: DEC Region 3 encompasses Sullivan
County as well as 6 other counties. The Bashakill’s main
nest is known as Territory #35 and the newer one north of
Haven is Territory #311.)

Bald Eagle nesting information in Region 3 was collected by
a combination of DEC staff, volunteer monitors and other
government agencies. Volunteers provided a significant
amount of information monitoring or checking 61 territories.
DEC staff conducted a monitoring flight in May that covered
19 territories. Assistance also came from NYCDEP staff
who checked 13 territories, NYS Office of Parks (NYS
OPRHP) who checked 4 territories, Audubon staff who
checked 1 territory, New York Army National Guard
(NYANG) staff checked 1 territory, and United States
Military Academy (USMA) reported a new territory. Region
3 DEC staff checked 4 territories. Ten nests were not
checked and assumed inactive due to the physical absence
of the nest and inactivity for many years. Two territories
were unable to be checked and the nesting status is
unknown. Some nests were reported on or checked by
more than one person from the above categories.

Breeding Territories

There were 74 occupied Bald Eagle territories in Region 3
in 2018, 63 of which were assumed to be successful. This
is out of a total of 113 territories documented in Region 3
over the past 31 years. A total of eight new territories were
documented in 2018. Of the 74 occupied territories in 2018
all were determined active: 18 with no count of young, nine
had one young, 34 had two young, and two had three
young. Most nests were checked once, and any young
observed were assumed to have fledged unless information
to the contrary was obtained. A combination of monitoring
efforts including the DEC flight in May resulted in successful
checks of breeding activity for 102 of the total 113 historic
territories (Table 2). Nine territories that have been inactive
for over four years or where the original nest is no longer
present, were assumed to be inactive and not checked (NY49, NY-61, NY-124, NY-168, NY-170, NY-177, NY-180,
NY-282, NY-401).

Of the 74 occupied territories, 11 nests are known to have
failed, 9 considered active failed (AF) and 2 occupied failed
(OF). The causes of failure are unknown, except at NY-403
where the nest collapsed. NY-35 was considered AF based
on the observation that food was brought to the nest and
apparent feeding was witnessed, but the nest was

subsequently abandoned. NY-286 appeared to fail after a
storm. All other AF nests were observed incubating but did
not appear to hatch and were subsequently abandoned.

Two additional nests collapsed this year (NY-131 and NY459) but were not counted as failures since the nestlings
were able to be rescued and rehabilitated. Two nestlings
from NY-459 were picked up by DEC staff after the nest
collapse was reported by volunteers and one nestling was
rescued from NY-131 by a nest monitor. The nestling from
NY-131 and the uninjured nestling from NY-459 were able
to be released in late June. The other nestling from NY-459
had a broken leg which required surgery and physical
therapy but was also successfully released later as seen in
the picture below.

Of the 79 occupied territories this year, eight are believed
to be new territories. These nests were confirmed by DEC
staff. Three of these new nests were reported to the DEC
by the general public, three were located by volunteers, one
was found by NYCDEP, and one was sent in by USMA.

New breeding territories are distributed as follows: two in
Ulster, three in Dutchess, two in Orange and one in
Westchester County. In addition, pairs at four previously
known territories each built a new alternate nest this year
within their same territories (NY-30, NY-79, NY-310, NY459).
Nest trees

Each breeding territory contains at least one, but often
several nest trees. This year 12 new nest trees were used
by Bald Eagles in Region 3 (eight new territories and four
new alternate nests in established territories). New
alternate nests are distributed as follows: one in Ulster, two
in Sullivan, and one in Dutchess.

Informational letters were sent to the landowners of
properties where new nests were confirmed (Attachment
1). The letter is based on the 2007 National Bald Eagle
Management Guidelines and provides recommendations
on how to prevent take.
Definitions used for this document:

Please note these definitions are only for use in this
document and do not represent regulatory definitions.
Regulatory definitions can be found at the following link:

https://www.fws.gov/midwest/eagle/permits/definitions.html
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Active (A): pair reaches the incubation stage

Active failed (AF): a nest failure occurs during incubation
or chick rearing stages

Breeding territory: comprised of nesting and foraging areas,
it is focused on the active nest and may include alternate
nests that are maintained but not used for nesting in a given
year

Region 3: New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation’s (NYSDEC) Region 3 covers the seven
counties of Dutchess, Orange, Putnam, Rockland, Sullivan,
Ulster, and Westchester.

Inactive (IA): No breeding activity observed within territory
during the breeding season

NYCDEP: New York City Department of Environmental
Protection, covers City lands in the New York City Drinking
Water Watershed and City Reservoirs.

NYS OPRHP: New York State Office of Parks, Recreation
and Historic Preservation, covers nests on State Parks
Properties.

Occupied failed (OF): a nest failure occurs after a nest is
built, but before the pair reaches the incubation stage
Occupied: presence of a recently decorated nest and/or two
potential breeding birds during the breeding season

Occupied territory: area that is the potential breeding
territory for an occupied pair

Occupied unknown (OU): the territory is occupied but
outcome is unknown
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BKAA Presents At DEC’s
2019 Volunteer and
Partner Gathering

Agenda

On Saturday, March 23, Paula Medley represented the
BKAA at DEC’s 2019 volunteer and partner gathering, an
all day affair held at DEC Region 3 headquarters in New
Paltz.

Bill Rudge, Natural Resources Supervisor, Region 3,
DEC

Registration and Coffee

Welcome and Introductions

Kelly Turturro, Regional Director (Region 3), DEC

Paula Medley

Recognizing Partners

Jeff Rider, Natural Resources Supervisor, Region 4, DEC
Volunteer Stewardship Agreement (VSA) Overview

The targeted conference audience were DEC Region 3 and
4 organizations possessing volunteer stewardship
agreements (VSAs) with DEC. The BKAA has had a VSA
in one form or another for years. VSAs are renewable 5
year contracts which, in our case, authorize the BKAA to
conduct myriad educational programs, watertesting, and
an Annual Cleanup at the Bashakill Wildlife Management
Area (WMA). They definitely enhance credibility and
legality of BKAA on site ventures.

Learn some of the administrative practices of the VSA
Agreements, procedures, and policies including issues of
liability.
McCrea Burnham, Stewardship Coordinator, DEC
Break

Health and Safety Tips and Information

A discussion on worker’s compensation, operation of
motorized vehicles in the forest preserve and in wilderness
areas, personal protective equipment, hand tool safety, etc.

Notably, the BKAA was the event’s sole non-DEC
presenter, participating in a panel discussion on volunteer
recruitment (see accompanying agenda). We were chosen
because of successfully attracting and maintaining
volunteers in positions that meet their needs and interests,
while strengthening our organization. Contributing to
securing BKAA volunteers are prolific and diverse activities,
like Nature Watch, advocacy, guided outings, Annual
Cleanup, and more. We definitely are a multi-faceted
operation!

Ian Dunn, Forester, DEC
Bryan Ellis, Forester, DEC
Lunch (provided)

Adventure NY: Programming and Partnership
Opportunities

Learn about this statewide initiative and opportunities for
organizations to partner with DEC
Laura DiBetta, Director of Outdoor Recreation, DEC

Presenting information was quite helpful and we eagerly
await future meetings.

Volunteer Recruitment

Join in the discussion with your peers to share tips and
suggestions for recruiting new volunteers to your
organizations and efforts.

BKAA Action and
Information Alerts

Paula Medley, Basha Kill Area Association

Laura DiBetta, Director of Outdoor Recreation, DEC

are sent from the following email address:

Stephanie Mossey, Public Participation Specialist, Region
3, DEC

libertylithoink@yahoo.com

Using Social Media to Promote Your Efforts

To ensure that emails reach your Inbox, and not your
junk or spam folder, add this address to your safe
senders list (called ‘whitelisting’).

Learn how to successfully engage with the public, promote
projects and develop relationships through the power of
storytelling and social media.
Stephanie Mossey, Public Participation Specialist, Region
3, DEC

Your email provider or security service (if you use one)
may have their own instructions for adding an email
address to a whitelist. Look up instructions with the
provider or service you use.

Benjamin Bober, DEC Social Media Manager, DEC
Closing remarks, questions and feedback
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Nature Watch
Orientation
Volunteers listen to the presentation.
Top two photos by Frank Coviello

Lance Verderame.
Bottom two photos by Michael Dunckley
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Mamakating Environmental Educational and
Interpretive Center Advisory Committee
Jackie Broder

The Mamakating
Library
Climate Solutions
Speaker Series

As many know, the Town of Mamakating recently
purchased the former home of a departed (and beloved)
BKAA board member, Lorraine Haring, for development
into the Mamakating Environmental Education and
Interpretive Center (MEEIC). Thanks to the hard work of
Town Supervisor, Bill Hermann, along with Bob Fiore, the
building and premises have been transformed into a
welcoming educational center.

Now that initial steps have been taken, it is time for more
action to facilitate MEEIC reaching its full potential.
Consequently, Supervisor Hermann recently formed an
advisory committee to assist in that effort. Maryallison
Farley and I were appointed committee co-leaders, soon
gathering a group of stellar individuals with different talents
and backgrounds who have joined in the most productive,
relaxed way. Even at our first session, their ideas,
excitement, and cohesiveness left me a little dumbstruck!
Our team includes Tara Buckstad-Russo, Tom Forrester,
Dr. Jacek Kura, and Billie Robson. We are very lucky to
have such dedicated, dynamic committee members. We
have been extremely busy these past few months,
formulating Mission and Vision Statements which follow:

During the months of April and May the
Mamakating Library will host a series of speakers
on topics related to climate solution strategies
presented in Drawdown: The Most Comprehensive
Plan Ever Proposed to Reverse Global Warming,
edited by Paul Hawken. There is no cost for any of
the programs but registration is encouraged. For
information about the related book discussion
series, please visit mamakatinglibrary.org.
Sean Welsh, Energy Advisor,
Cornell Cooperative Extension
Energy Saving Options for Your Home or
Business
Wednesday, April 17, 6:30 p.m.

“The Mission of the Mamakating Environmental Education
and Interpretive Center is to support environmental
education and stewardship and an appreciation of local
history. In an effort to inspire current and future
generations, the Mamakating Environmental Education
Center will foster environmental awareness and
responsible action through hands-on exploration and
adventure.”

Nathan Ermer, Biologist, NYS DEC
Wetland and Forest Management
Thursday April 25, 6:30 p.m.

Heather Brown, Director, Sullivan County Office of
Sustainable Energy
Renewable Energy in New York State
Thursday, May 2, 6:30 p.m.

Vision Statement: “Where History, Adventure, and
Education meet the Great Outdoors.”

Currently, we are finalizing 1 and 3 year plans, discussing
programming, a children’s room, developing the trail
system, bringing in the arts, and enhancing meeting place
potential. We presently serve as a gathering site for Boy
and Girl Scouts, home schooling and business interests,
the BKAA Board, and more. We are discussing public
relations tactics and how to link with other Sullivan County
events and make the Center as self-sufficient as possible.

The advisory committee is eager to create a space that
serves the community and our natural ecosystem. We are
receptive to ideas, so please, bend our ears! We’ll be
happy to listen. And if you haven’t yet, stop by the MEEIC
on the corner of Haven and South Roads, open FridaySunday 8am-4:30pm.

Kerron Barnes, Interagency Coordinator,
Town of Mamakating
Mamakating’s Walkable Community Projects
Wednesday, May 8, 6:30 p.m.

Bill Cutler, Recycling Coordinator, Sullivan County
Recycling and Composting in Sullivan County
Thursday, May 16, 6:30 p.m.
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The Mamakating
Library will be
participating in
New York Reads:
Drawdown
and we hope
you will join us!
New Yorkers across the state will be reading and discussing...
Dr
Dra
awdown: The Most Compr
Comprehensiv
ehensive
e Plan
Ever Pr
Proposed
oposed tto
oR
Re
everse Gl
Global
obal W
Warming
arming
edited by Paul Hawken.

Drawdown ranks 100 research-based solutions to climate change
based on the amount of greenhouse gases they can
potentially avoid or remove from the atmosphere.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Dialog with fellow community members to address
global warming on both a personal and policy level.
For more information about topics, incentives and speakers,
go to mamakatinglibrary.org.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Reserve a copy of the book and sign up for the discussion series
to begin on Frida
riday,
y, April 5 at 5:30 p.m. (supper provided)
by calling the library at (845) 888-8004.
Dr
Dra
awdown is a
av
vailabl
ailable
e tto
o borr
borrow
ow in print and,
for the month of Mar
March
ch onl
only,
y, as a no-w
no-wait-time
ait-time ebook.

Mamakating Library
128 Sullivan Street
P.O. Box 806
Wurtsboro, New York 12790 | (845)888-8004
www.mamakatinglibrary.org/
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2019 BKAA Campers

(Editor’s Note: This year, the BKAA is sponsoring nine
students to a DEC Environmental Camp at DeBruce
(Catskills). For the first time, all are attending Camp
DeBruce, mainly because it now offers sessions for older as
well as younger participants. The following essays address
our application question, Why are you interested in the
environment?)

MARY CLARK

Hello, Basha Kill Area Association. I am returning for
another sponsorship. I am 11 years old and attend 6th
grade at Monhagen Middle School in Middletown. I can’t
even place why I absolutely love the outdoors, but I love
hiking, learning new things, overall having fun in the sun. I
had fun last year, and the trips were amazing. I made new
friends. I love the activities and staff. I tried archery and
really enjoyed it. I look forward to all these things and
maybe something new will interest me. Please take me
into consideration and thank you.

Sincerely,
Mary

JUSTIN COSTELLO

My name is Justin Costello. I am 12 years old, reside in
Rock Hill, and am a 7th grader at Robert J. Kaiser Middle
School (RJK) in Monticello. I would love the chance to
attend one of the camps this summer. I like to be outdoors
and think it would be a great experience to learn more about
the outdoors and our environment. I have looked at the
camp websites and it looks like there are lots of fun
activities that will teach me about the environment and how
to keep it clean. In 6th grade, I was in the Earth Guardians
school club, so I know how important it is to keep the
environment clean and safe for everyone.
Thank you,
Justin Costello

ALEX DECKER

Hello, my name is Alex Decker. I am 12 years old, reside
in Monticello, and am a 6th grader at RJK. I am interested
in the environment because there is so much more to
discover. The technology we have is limited to how much
we can explore. For example, we have only explored 3%
of the ocean. The way the human race is throwing away
their garbage in the ocean is affecting the marine life. I
enjoy camping, biking and hiking with my family. I help my
family recycle to help the planet, its animals, and the
people. I really hope you consider sponsoring me to go to
the DEC camp at DeBruce because I had a lot of fun last
year.

ASHLEY KING

My name is Ashley King. I am 13 years old, reside in Rock
Hill, and am an 8th grader at RJK. Before I moved to Rock
Hill one year ago, I lived in New York City. In New York City,
the tall buildings, busy streets, and small parks did not allow
me to connect with nature. The only opportunity I had
connecting with nature was when my family and I traveled
to the different zoos and botanical gardens in the city.
When my family decided to move upstate, I was very
excited since I knew I would have many opportunities to
connect with the outdoors. During the summer months, I
like walking to the lake to enjoy its quiet and peaceful
setting. Sometimes I go for a swim in the lake.

Having the opportunity to attend an environmental camp
would deepen my understanding of the environment
through interactions such as fishing, hiking, herping, and
many other activities. I truly believe that I would be able to
learn a lot and have a better appreciation for the different
ecosystems. It is mentioned in the literature that nature has
a philosophical impact on our brain, behavior, and senses.
Therefore, upon completion of the environmental camp, I
hope to have a renewed appreciation for the environment.

SHEALYN LEON

I am 13 years old, reside in Wurtsboro, and am an 8th
grader at RJK. I am interested in the Environmental Camp,
because Nature is a pretty sight. There is always
something happening.
I’m also interested in the
Environment because we live in it. I want to know more
about how it works and what’s going on in nature. I really
like how Nature has its way of transitioning. I’d love to go
to the environmental camp because it is a good way to
learn and I might make some new friends.

LEO MESSENGER

I am 10 years old, reside in Kiamesha Lake, and am a 5th
grader at Cooke School in Monticello. Why I like the
environment is because it has beautiful animals, like deer,
fish, and bears. My grandpas both have horses and one is
named after me. I have been in an environmental class
before in the YMCA, where we made huts and fires.

My family and I go camping a lot and when we camp, we go
on 2 or 3 hikes. Like once we went to a cave. It was dark
and we went inside to see the crystals and bats. This year
we are going to Michigan and we are going to see a
shipwreck on the sand dunes, which I think will be amazing.
That is why I like the environment.

OWEN MESSENGER

I am 11 years old, reside in Kiamesha Lake, and am a 6th
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grader at RJK. I am interested in the environment because
my family and I love to explore and go on hikes. At DEC
camp, I hope to learn more about the environment. I also
would like to learn about the different animals and the
different trees and plants. And one last thing that I want to
do at DEC camp is meet new people with the same
interests as mine.

I am super excited for DEC camp and can’t wait to get
there!

SKYLER REDZIMSKI

I would like to go to Camp DeBruce this summer once
again. When I went to DeBruce last summer, I learned a lot
of things from Hunter Safety and had so much fun that I’ve
been aching to go back the whole year. I would be joyful if
I could go one last time. Since I already was taught Hunter
Safety, I would love to go and learn more about the
environment through the Trappers course. Also the
environment has changed a lot over the year, for the better
and worse, and going to camp would teach me and others
how to help the ever evolving nature. I am a fan of the
environment, going on hikes, fishing, biking, and swimming
regularly and I always want to help it. Camp DeBruce
provided a lifetime of memories and getting sponsored
would be an honor.

Sincerely,

Skyler Redzimski

ANNELIESE VITALE

My name is Anneliese Vitale. I am 10 years old, reside in
Bloomingburg, and am a 5th grader at Pine Bush

Elementary School. I would love to be chosen for the
environmental camp scholarship. I have always loved to
learn about animals. When I grow up, I would love to have
a job where I get to interact with nature and wildlife.
Watching the eagles at the Basha Kill is one of my favorite
hobbies. Me and my mom go kayaking to the island where
the nest is to watch the eagles. One time, we saw a bald
eagle with a fish in its talons fly right over our heads…it was
awesome!! Recently, I started going to the Basha Kill
Nature Club which has been so much fun. This year, I have
learned and seen so many new things. For example, my
mom took me on the Happy for Herps walk in June. During
the walk, we found a turtle nest that had been disturbed
(probably by a fox). We got to take home one of the eggs
that wasn’t broken. At first, we were worried because my
cousin, who also got to take home an egg, said that he
could see veins when he held a flashlight up to the egg.
When I held a flashlight up to my egg, we could only see
one vein. (My cousin’s turtle actually did not make it.)
Eventually, my turtle started to grow to the point that we
could see it moving in the egg when we held a flashlight up
to it. After about two or three months, he finally hatched.
We named him Oliver and released him back to the Basha
Kill where we found his nest the next day. It was an
amazing experience and I’m so happy that I took him home
because we gave him the chance to live. I would love to go
to the camp and learn more about nature and wildlife.
Thank you for reading my letter.
Sincerely,

Anneliese Vitale

TELL A FRIEND ABOUT THE
BASHA KILL AREA ASSOCIATION!

Have your friends fill out this coupon for membership or more information:
P.O. Box 1121, Wurtsboro, NY 12790
Yes, I’m interested in the environment and wish to become a member of Basha Kill Area Association. Enclosed is:
_____$10.00 for individual membership

_____Other Donation

_____Please send more information

Please make checks payable to: Basha Kill Area Association

Name __________________________________________________ Phone ____________________________
Address ________________________________________________ Email _____________________________
(for action alerts)
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Releasing Oliver the turtle at the
Basha Kill (See camper story)
Photo by Annaliese Vitale

Bashakill eagle flying over Haven Road Bridge 3/17/19.
Photos by Rob Ripchick

Winter Basha
Kill Scene
Photo by
Bradl / London
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“What the Hill” is Happening in 2018-2019?
By Steering Committee, Columbia Hill Neighborhood Alliance

Members of Columbia Hill Neighborhood Alliance (CHNA)
continue to monitor ongoing litigation between developers
of the proposed Gan Eden housing project (on the site of
the former Columbia Hotel property) and the Town of
Thompson.

THE HISTORY

• Gan Eden’s property consists of 197 acres in the Town of
Thompson purchased in 1988 and 13 landlocked acres in
the Town of Fallsburg purchased at a later date.

• Gan Eden twice requested and was granted questionable
zoning changes, once in 2005 (as part of town-wide zoning
code amendments) and again in 2007 for the remaining
Thompson property going from RR1 (Rural Residential) to
SR (Suburban Residential), which allowed building at a
much higher density.

• The developer submitted a site plan for 885 multi-family
units in 2007.

• Most local residents weren’t aware of the proposed project
and zoning modifications enacted until spring 2012. CHNA
was formed that summer and held public meetings to inform
surrounding communities of the development’s scope.
CHNA members campaigned at Thompson Town Board
meetings to have calculation for multi-family density rolled
back to pre-2005 levels.

• Thompson’s Town Board passed a local law in November
2012, scaling back the number of allowable townhouse and
row house units to 4 per acre and garden apartment type
units to 1.9 per acre.

• Developers then appeared before the town only 2 or 3
times over the course of the next few years until they
requested and obtained permission to drill three additional
test water wells in December 2015. Ultimately, only one
was drilled.

• Gan Eden submitted a revised site plan in 2016. CHNA
then advised the town by letter that the developer lacked
enough buildable acreage under the zoning code enacted
in 2012 to construct the number of units mentioned in the
revised plan.
• At the end of December 2017, Gan Eden filed a lawsuit
against the Town of Thompson in Sullivan County Supreme
Court citing a number of complaints about the town’s zoning
code, which prevents constructing 147 townhouse units and
388 garden apartment type units on the buildable 135 acres
as outlined in the site plan submitted in July 2016.

• Contended in the December 2017 lawsuit, was that the
town’s pertinent zoning code unconstitutionally prevented
building much needed local workforce housing.

• CHNA’s opposition to the project was cited in the lawsuit.

THE LAWSUIT

• In February 2018, Gan Eden filed an amended lawsuit
with additional complaints concerning a Local Law enacted
by the Town of Thompson in August 2017. The law being
argued imposes two levels of park and recreation fees
($2500 or $1250) on each unit of new housing
developments. These fees fund increased use of town
parks caused by an influx of new residents and would be in
excess of $500,000 for Gan Eden.
• Both parties were given a series of dates over the next 5
months to submit their legal evidence, arguments and
counter arguments. Presiding Judge Stephen Schiff then
had 90 days to render a decision.

• His decision, effective 9/20/18, dismissed nine of the
eleven complaints brought by the plaintiff, Gan Eden. (All
documents related to the Gan Eden project can be seen at
the Town of Thompson website.)

• The 2 remaining complaints concerned whether pertinent
sections of Town zoning code were so exclusionary in
limiting number of units allowed that they were
unconstitutional.
• A pre-trial discovery meeting was conducted at the end of
October 2018. The first of several settlement conferences
scheduled with the judge was held on November 9th, 2018.
WHERE WE ARE TODAY

• A Thompson town official informed CHNA members on
November 20, 2018 that there might be a resolution to the
ongoing litigation.

• In the initial settlement conference, the attorney for Gan
Eden indicated developers may now be willing to change
their site plant to comply with the existing Thompson SR
zoning code and are considering only building townhouses.
• Gan Eden was communicating with Thompson’s Building
Department about submitting a revised site plan in
December 2018. The town official also noted that
developers are eager to start building despite the higher
cost of constructing townhouse units.

• At the end of 2018, the Town engaged in gathering
numerous discovery items, meeting minutes, emails,
correspondence, etc., requested by Gan Eden. A
compliance conference was scheduled in February to
determine if the Town is sufficiently progressing in that
effort.
• However, in January 2019, the Town of Thompson and
Gan Eden agreed to a Consent of Order Settlement in
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which the remaining two complaints were dismissed with
prejudice in exchange for the Town committing to expedite
the project’s approval process. The developer has agreed
to adhere to the Town’s zoning code by constructing 535
townhouse type units.

• Gan Eden previously planned a mix of 147 townhouses
and 388 garden apartments, but lacked sufficient buildable
acreage under the Town’s allowed density levels for
property in an SR Suburban Residential zone. The
developer also agreed to pay the parks and recreation fees,
$1,250/unit, due when building permits are issued.

• Gan Eden and the Town of Thompson both maintain in
the Consent Agreement that the development will meet the
“urgent need for rental housing in the Town due to
substantial increase in local employment and related
economic activity by making a sizable contribution to the
stock of housing suitable to the needs of both existing
residents and new employees”. A skeptic might question
if this is really who future residents will be and, if so, why
build such a large complex for workers at a site not served
by public transportation?

OUR POSITION

• There are many troubling aspects of this proposed
development that must be addressed by the Town. These
include:
The water supply

A hydrogeological consultant retained by the Town has
already indicated that the 2-hour on-site well testing done
in the fall of 2016 failed to follow established protocols
calling into question whether the development has a
sufficient supply of potable groundwater to proceed. Some
homeowners’ wells were adversely affected during that
testing. A question has also arisen about whether there will
be enough capacity and pressure for firefighting purposes.

Type of plant and ongoing maintenance of waste
water treatment plant

• The developer plans to construct a questionable “package
plant” wastewater treatment system to service the
development. Lately, the Town of Thompson took over the
failed water and/or sewer systems of at least four other
existing developments: Emerald Green, Melody Lake,
Dillon Farms, and Harris Woods. Sackett Lake may be
next.

• The cost to rectify them is many, many millions of dollars.
Even the NYS DEC questions the wisdom of allowing
private developers to plan, build and operate their own
wastewater treatment plants. As the saying goes, those

who don’t learn from history are condemned to repeat it.
OTHER ISSUES

o Disposal route of treated waste water
o Storm water runoff

o Increased area traffic

o Noise and light pollution

o Protection of wildlife and natural resources
o Supply of electricity

CHNA members continue to assume a vigorous role in
bringing these and other issues to the attention of officials
in the Towns of Thompson and Fallsburg.
ANOTHER FRONT

• CHNA sent a very well-documented letter to the Delaware
River Basin Commission (DRBC) in May 2018 concerning
Gan Eden’s request to draw 4.62 million gallons of ground
water per month for a public water supply.

• Of the 27 applicants for docket permits on the agenda of
a DRBC hearing held on May 16, 2018, Gan Eden is the
only one still pending approval.
• As noted above, we advised the DRBC that, according to
an independent hydro-geologist consultant firm retained by
the Town of Thompson, Gan Eden hadn’t followed
established water well testing protocols.

• The Town of Thompson and Gan Eden, as part of the
terms of the Consent Agreement, sent a joint letter to the
DRBC requesting favorable consideration and approval of
Gan Eden’s application saying they have resolved past
disputes over zoning and the nature and scope of its
development.

• In early March 2019 a DRBC representative informed our
group that they’re still waiting to receive additional
information requested from the Gan Eden developer. The
Town of Thompson didn’t receive a new site plan
application by this point either.
CHNA supports initiatives of other local environmental
advocacy groups, including Catskill Mountainkeeper,
Fallsburg’s Future and the Basha Kill Area Association.

Our steering committee meets on the fourth Tuesday of
each month at 7pm at the Hurleyville Firehouse. Anyone
interested in furthering responsible growth in our
community is encouraged to attend.
CHNA members continue to promote responsible and
sustainable growth in our neighborhoods.

Visit CHNA at www.columbiahill.org or on Facebook to learn
how you can help protect your community.
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Fallsburg Embracing Its Comprehensive Plan

Spring has come to Fallsburg and giant earthmovers are
tilling the ground for the next crop of residential
developments, some in the works for several years, all over
town especially in the hamlets of Woodbourne and South
Fallsburg.

The construction spurt underscores importance of
implementing the Comprehensive Plan (CP) for the town’s
development, which was adopted by the Town Board a year
ago. Fallsburg’s Future (FF), a network of local residents
concerned about Fallsburg’s healthy development, is
focusing its work on supporting the Town Board to identify
ways to act on the CP’s key recommendations.

It is encouraging that a constructive working relationship is
emerging where both town activists and the Board are
finding common ground for moving forward on shared
priorities. The evolving dialogue will hopefully encourage
greater public attendance at
town meetings and efforts to
make official business more
accessible in a timely manner,
reflecting the national trend
for
more
community
involvement in local politics.

Given limited human and
financial resources, the Board, like ones most everywhere,
is preoccupied with day-to-day operations to keep the town
functioning. Therefore, the Board needs support and
encouragement to plan for Fallsburg’s burgeoning
population and heavy demands that urbanization is placing
on our capacity to maintain safe roads, sufficient water and
sewer systems and protect the environment and waterways
from irreversible damage.

In December, Fallsburg’s Future requested that the Board
establish a representative Implementation Committee that
can channel public support for the recommendations of the
Comprehensive Plan into concrete action by town officials.
This was a specific CP recommendation but the terms of
reference and makeup of the committee have yet to be
defined. The Board has not responded to our request.

friendly. We also seek a public area at the town office where
residents can review documentation (including submissions
and applications by developers, consultant reports and
other information) in person without disrupting working town
employees.

At a subsequent meeting, Town Board members agreed
with our request for enhanced access to documentation. It
is understood that this could lead to greater participation in
town decision making and help residents better understand
and support the work of town officials. The Board agreed to
place contractors’ applications online prior to public
hearings. It is also considering feasibility of putting up some
digitalized information when available. Creating more room
for in-person visits was seen as difficult due to limited office
space. But, the other aforementioned implementations will
be helpful.
Planning for Development

Fallsburg’s
Future
will
continue making specific
priority issue requests to the
Board. Road traffic, water,
and sanitation are high on list
of services requiring longterm planning.
We are
especially concerned about large-scale development
impacts and advocate for the Town to undertake a study
assessing pros and cons of accelerating duplex-style
residential projects that are outpacing all other Fallsburg
construction. In keeping with its approach to recommend
solutions to highlighted problems, FF will explore ways to
fund extra-budgetary items, such as the survey, that would
best be undertaken by outside experts.
FF’s letters to the Board can be found on its website
(www.fallsburgsfuture.org). FF also sends Alerts and
Updates through its email list. If you wish to receive our
mailings, please send your contact information to
neighbor@fallsburgsfuture.org.

In March, FF requested more detailed official meeting
agendas and wanted agenda related documents to be
available digitally well before meetings.

Those measures would ensure that residents could be
adequately informed about discussions and decisions by
official bodies. This enhanced accessibility requires that the
Town’s website (www.townoffallsburg.com) be more user-
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Columbia Hill in
Hurleyville
See What the Hill
Happened in 2018?

New Fallsburg Housing

DEC Bashakill Bridge/Trail
project on the railroad grade
trail south of Haven Road
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Mamakating Town Board Accepts Draft Environmental
Impact Statement (DEIS) of Town’s Draft Comprehensive
Plan (CP) Scheduling Its Public Hearing on April 16

BKAA Supports Most Town Board (Board)
Modifications to CP Advisory Committee’s
(Committee) Recommendations

Greenbelt (MG) buffer between intense uses and the
Ridge and Valley Protection (RVP) district.

• Residential clustering may now be a planning board
requirement in RVP and MG zones. Such clustering
drastically reduces impervious surfaces, thereby
decreasing stormwater problems and negative
consequences to hydrogeological assets.

Paula Medley

Following lengthy board and consultants’ CP review, which
included generating a DEIS, the board scheduled a CP
DEIS public hearing on April 16. Hopefully, it will adopt the
CP shortly thereafter.

• Agricultural resources are encouraged and protected
throughout Mamakating.

Months ago, after two years effort, the committee approved
its CP version which was then sent to the board for input,
analysis, and eventual adoption. Board perusal
precipitated changes to the committee’s document. While
the BKAA favors most adjustments, some approvals have
caveats. CP highlights include:

• Densities are lowered in RVP, MG, and Lake
Neighborhoods.

• However, contrary to BKAA urging, a small resort is still
permitted, “as of right” in the Shawanga Lodge RVP zone.
We propose a special use requirement here, since resorts
are barred from all other RVP parcels.

• Steep slopes are now defined as 20% and greater.
Previously, steep slopes were considered 25% and above.
Building on steep slopes is illegal.

• Besides visual considerations, Exit 113’s EDA should
also reference its inclusion within the Basha Kill Watershed
and therefore indicate what safeguards must be
implemented to mitigate negative environmental effects
related to this location, such as wastewater treatment,
stormwater, and erosion/sediment controls.

• New Mines and quarries are banned throughout
Mamakating as the Town already possesses five working
mines.

• The Wurtsboro Economic Development Area (EDA) has
been drastically de-industrialized, with trucking terminals,
warehouses, distribution centers, and light industrial uses
disallowed here. Also, only construction within 2,000 feet of
Route 209 can occur, effectively creating a Mountain

The BKAA congratulates Mamakating board’s hard work
and commitment in producing a final CP that “balances
protecting environmentally sensitive areas and open space
while providing economic development opportunities
diverse in land use and diverse in population.”

TELL A FRIEND ABOUT THE
BASHA KILL AREA ASSOCIATION!

Have your friends fill out this coupon for membership or more information:
P.O. Box 1121, Wurtsboro, NY 12790
Yes, I’m interested in the environment and wish to become a member of Basha Kill Area Association. Enclosed is:
_____$10.00 for individual membership

_____Other Donation

_____Please send more information

Please make checks payable to: Basha Kill Area Association

Name __________________________________________________ Phone ____________________________
Address ________________________________________________ Email _____________________________
(for action alerts)
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Except for Constantly Promoting Misleading Publicity,
Thompson Education Center (TEC) Has Been Largely Inactive

Town of Thompson Withdrew a
Proposed 6 Month Moratorium That
Would Have Impacted TEC

County Planning’s Remarks On
Thompson’s Moratorium

Paula Medley

Mr. William J. Rieber, Jr., Supervisor
Town of Thompson
4052 Route 42
Monticello, NY 12701

TEC last appeared before Thompson’s planning board in
September, 2017. Since then, the project appears to be
inert except for construction of TEC CEO Sherry Li’s
“single-family residence” off Renner Road. Also, TEC
continues communicating falsehoods concerning its current
status (See TEC ad from Sullivan County’s 2019 Tourist
Guide). It has been almost six years since TEC first
surfaced and happily they have accomplished very little in
the interim. TEC certainly is NOT “Coming Soon” as their
ad suggests.

RE:

January 25, 2019

TH019-01: Proposed Local Law 1 - 2-019 Building Moratorium
GML-239 County Review

Dear Mr. Rourke:

The following review has been conducted in accordance
with GML §239-I, -m & -n.:
I. Project: Proposed Local Law - Building Moratorium

Recently, Thompson’s town board withdrew consideration
of a 6 month moratorium that would have “temporarily
suspended requirements to approve any mixed use
development for camps, dormitories, schools, or bungalow
colonies in the Town of Thompson while the Town
considered changes to and clarification of the definitions
for camps, dormitories, schools, and bungalow colonies in
its land use regulations in the Town of Thompson Code”.
Originally, the Town contemplated this moratorium after
being advised to more adequately address the
aforementioned definitions by County Planning. (See
County Planning comments). Since TEC proposes a
school with dormitories, it would have had to abide by the
moratorium.

II. Applicant: Town of Thompson Town Board
III. Action: Zoning Amendment

IV. Project description: Town Board wishes to pass a
local law to temporarily suspend requirements to approve
any mixed use development for camps, dormitories,
schools, or bungalow colonies in the Town of Thompson
while the Town considers changes to a clarification of the
definitions for camps, dormitories, schools, and bungalow
colonies in its land use regulations in the Town of
Thompson code.

However, following a public hearing, where there was
significant “push back” from camp and bungalow colony
owners, Thompson’s town board chose to produce a local
law that would negate need for the 6 month moratorium. A
draft of this local law may be reviewed at the town board’s
April 2 meeting.

UPDATES

V. Geographical qualification: N/A

The Division of Planning has reviewed the proposed local
law regarding the 6 month moratorium on development
approval for camps, dormitories, schools, or bungalow
colonies in the Town of Thompson. We applaud the efforts
of the Town of Thompson to address the potential
community impacts of the development of camps in
Thompson by allowing the Board time to establish clear
standards and guidelines. Because of this, we are
recommending approval.

We have attached various materials from the American
Planning Association (APA) that provide guidance on camp
zoning. Should the Town desire technical assistance during
the process of creating guidelines for camp development,
please contact the Division of Planning at 845-807-0527.

There is nothing new to report on the following
proposals:
Beautiful Earth
Hopper Hill Sand and Gravel Mine
Paradise II
7 Peaks

Sincerely,
Freda C. Eisenberg, AICP
Commissioner
cc:
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Talk About False Advertising!

(Ad located on back cover of Sullivan Catskills 2019 Travel Guide)

198 BRIDGEVILLE ROAD • MONTICELLO, NY 12701 • 212.845.9519 • INFOR@THOMPSONEDUCENTER.COM
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The Draft Environmental Impact Statement
(DEIS) Public Hearing on Dragon Springs’
Cumulative Site Development Since Early
2000 will be Held April 10, 2019
Susan Erny, Paula Medley

Rescheduled from February 13 due to crowd overflow, the
public hearing before Deerpark’s planning board will be
conducted on Wednesday, April 10, 7 P.M. at Port Jervis
High School Auditorium, 10 US Route 209, Port Jervis, New
York 12771.

BKAA’s consulting engineer, Andy Willingham, will testify
then, highlighting wastewater treatment, stormwater, and
safety problems (See Willingham remarks and those of
Deerpark Rural Alliance (DRA) attorney, E. Christopher
Murray.) Susan Erny’s following synopsis, gleaned from
conversations with DRA’s Grace Woodard, Paula Medley,
and Willingham, illustrate primary DEIS concerns.

A wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) is in DS plans with
proposed daily processing of 100,000 gallons of sewage.
Considering all stormwater violations from Dragon Springs’
property last year, it does not seem likely that DS will be
capable of monitoring such a huge processing plant. DS
lack of adhering to DEC standards in the past resulted in a
number of plumes into the local streams. This sewage
plant will greatly impact the Basher Kill and Neversink River
as the receiving waters. This is not acceptable.

Habitat/Endangered Species DS is required by the DEC to
submit a habitat report and an Endangered Species reports
for the proposed construction. Have those reports been
submitted to the Town yet? In the past, DS was required to
provide them and DS was not forthcoming.

Construction issues: A proposed music hall holding over
900 people will require major fire protection. What kind of
equipment does DS plan that will handle fires in such a
hall? Will there be adequate access to the new hall by DS
fire staff and equipment? What kind of fire protection and
equipment does DS have now? Does DS have apparatus
to service their tall buildings? It is our understanding that
there is no fire equipment within 50 miles to manage fires
within the taller DS structures. To date, we understand that
DS has not coordinated with Cuddebackville Fire
Department for inspections and the basics for DS fire and
emergency safety plans and practices. Who would be
liable for loss of life at DS?

SAFETY/ROADS Regarding new construction, DS plans to
house students, DS residents, 2,000 visitors per day, and
audiences of 920 people in the new music hall. These
numbers overwhelm the narrow, winding roads to DS. The
increasing vehicular traffic will affect the air quality of the
area with so many more vehicles. How many people does
DS anticipate will live on this property? We have never
received accurate numbers on how many are studying,
living, and working there. What other plans does DS have
for future buildout? What is the Town’s limitation?

The DS large complex is changing the Town of Deerpark’s
character and the whole environment of the Shawangunk
Ridge. DS complex is an urban center in a very rural
habitat. DS is not conforming to Deerpark’s Master Plan
with this massive growth. Deerpark does not have the
infrastructure, such as sewers and highways to cope with
this massive complex.

As I consider DS’ past record of building an illegal 8th story
on the rehearsal hall. DS was fined for this construction, yet
it still stands at 8 stories. I/we believe the Planning Board
and the Town engineer must closely scrutinize the old plans
to ensure that past problematic work is not buried and
forgotten by new construction proposals.
Finally, this DEIS is incomplete and should not be
approved.

Information about this public hearing and its aftermath will
be conveyed in the June GUARDIAN.
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BKAA Consulting Engineer Willingham’s Comments on
Dragon Springs’ Draft Environmental Impact Statement
February 11, 2019

Mr. Robert Vicaretti, Sr., Chair & Planning Board Members
Town of Deerpark Planning Board
420 Route 209
PO Box 621
Huguenot, NY 12746
Re:

Dragon Springs Buddhist, Inc.
Galley Hill Road
Town of Deerpark, New York
DEIS Review

Dear Chairman Vicaretti & Members of the Planning Board:

Our firm has been engaged by the Basha Kill Area
Association (“BKAA”) to provide engineering consultation
and representation regarding the Dragon Springs Buddhist,
Inc. project approvals. As you may know the BKAA serves
as a watchdog, monitoring developments that threaten the
valuable natural resources located in the Bashakill Wetland
System, such as Dragon Springs, which has a history of
violations and inconsistencies for not appropriately
adhering to permit requirements. Our office has reviewed
the Dragon Springs Buddhist, Inc.’s Draft Environmental
Impact Statement (DEIS) with respect to particular
engineering issues. Specifically, we focused on
wastewater/stormwater impacts, erosion and sediment
control issues, and emergency access.

Dragon Springs proposes significant expansion to their
operations, including a 920 seat Music Hall, 5-Story Parking
Garage, Glass Atrium, Concrete Plaza, Rehearsal Hall, a
Proposed Lake, Covered Drive, Residence Hall, 100,000
gallon per day Wastewater Treatment Plant, 12 gazebos,
several outbuildings and associated infrastructure
improvements.

Our office has received and reviewed the following
materials in reference to the above project:

• Draft Environmental Impact Statement, dated November
14, 2018

• Site Plan Drawings, dated last revised October 23, 2018

As you know, the Town of Deerpark Planning Board is the
lead agency under SEQRA, and has the important
responsibility of identifying the environmental impacts of the
Dragon Springs project and ensuring they are avoided or
mitigated. As your Board will note during your review of
this correspondence, the project has the imminent potential
for causing substantial adverse environmental effects
relating to surface waters and public safety.

The following comments are offered on behalf of our client,
the BKAA, to be considered as part of the project’s SEQRA

review / public hearing comment record.
Surface Water Impacts - Wastewater

The Applicant is proposing a 100,000 gallon per day (“gpd”)
Membrane Bioreactor (“MBR”) wastewater treatment plant
(“WWTP”). The WWTP will discharge to a small stream
onsite, then flow directly into the Basher Kill approximately
600 feet downstream. First, the Board should note that this
is a large wastewater treatment plant – with a flow roughly
equivalent to a 500 unit subdivision of single family homes.
The maintenance required for a “surface discharge” WWTP
such as this is significantly more intensive than a
“groundwater discharge” system.
For example, a
conventional septic tank and leach field that serves a single
family home is a small groundwater discharge system that
requires very little maintenance. Surface discharge
systems must achieve a much higher level of treatment to
protect downstream water bodies, are more complex and
have significantly higher maintenance responsibilities.
WWTP Maintenance

The proposed WWTP has seven (7) levels of treatment that
would function consecutively in series. The components
include a grease trap, septic tanks, equalization tank,
biological reactors (which include three separate basins
within), membrane filtration, UV disinfection and a post
aeration tank. All of these processes need to function
properly to successfully remove harmful constituents and
prevent adverse impacts to downstream waters and habitat.
If not functioning properly, the effluent will discharge with
elevated levels of Biological Oxygen Demand, Suspended
Solids, Ammonia, Nitrogen, Phosphorus, Fecal Coliform
and/or Low Dissolved Oxygen, all of which are debilitating
to stream flora and fauna and deteriorate uses of the waters
for recreational and/or drinking purposes.

Per Appendix C of the DEIS – Sewer Treatment Plant
Design, “a full time operator will be necessary for the
Dragon Springs WWTP to perform the necessary daily
inspections and testing and to perform preventative
maintenance/equipment reports. An operator will need to
be onsite every day.” The operator will need to monitor the
equalization tank pumps, return activated sludge pumps,
nitrification circulation pumps, permeate pumps, blowers,
compressors, backwash systems, monitor the PH,
instrumentation and chemical feed systems.
The
membranes on the biological reactors need to be removed
and cleaned two or three times per year by soaking in a
hypochlorite or citric acid solution. After cleaning,
chemicals must be removed from the dip tank via a vacuum
truck and removed from the site. The WWTP will produce
WILLINGHAM continued on page 34
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approximately 2,100 gallons per day of waste sludge,
necessitating its removal from the site at an estimated rate
of every 4 days. Other process instrumentation that
requires monitoring includes a turbidity meter (to detect
membrane fiber breaks), float levels, pressure gauges, tank
level indicators, pH sensors, dissolved oxygen sensors and
UV intensity sensors. The several alarm systems and
emergency generator must also be kept in good operating
condition.

Per the DEIS, the WWTP requires a NYSDEC Grade 2A
chief operator and a Grade 1A assistant. To obtain these
designations both of these operator Grades require a high
school diploma, completion of DEC approved training and
6-12 months training at a WWTP facility.

Dragon Springs Conformance
and Maintenance History

Clearly, the WWTP will take diligent upkeep to achieve
successful operation. Unfortunately, Dragon Springs has
an extensive and dreadful history of poor management and
negligence resulting in illegal discharges from their site. To
our knowledge, they have not been issued a State Pollution
Discharge Elimination System (“SPDES”) Permit for
surface discharge from a WWTP. However, they have held
a SPDES permit for stormwater discharge for many years.
The following is not all inclusive, but lists some notable
water quality violations:
• 8/23/2010 – NYSDEC site visit reveals turbid discharge
to Basher Kill

• 8/30/2010 – NYSDEC site visit reveals lack of approved
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (“SWPPP”) to
cover site disturbance.

• 9/28/2010 – NYSDEC Notice of Violation of stormwater
SPDES permit for turbid discharge to Basher Kill

• 1/2011 - Dragon Springs provides SWPPP that covers
all site disturbance (5 months after NYSDEC cites them
for lack of valid SWPPP)

• 10/11/2015 – NYSDEC site visit reveals turbid discharge
to Basher Kill

• 12/04/2015 - NYSDEC Notice of Violation for illegal
bridge construction on protected stream

• 1/12/2018 – NYSDEC Officer observes turbid discharge
to Basher Kill. Photo taken by neighbor (see attached)

• 1/17/2018 – Photo taken of turbid discharge from
Dragon Springs (See attached)

• 1/19/2018 – NYSDEC staff observes lack of erosion
controls in violation of SPDES permit

• 1/23/2018 – NYSDEC Officer observes turbid discharge
to Basher Kill

• 1/30/2018 – NYSDEC Notice of Violation of stormwater
SPDES permit for turbid discharge to Basher Kill and
SPDES permit violation
• 2/11/2018 - photo taken of turbid discharge from Dragon
Springs (See attached)

The above relates only to NYSDEC SPDES permit and
water quality violations. Dragon Springs’ history of
disregarding other land development regulations is also
very extensive, but is not covered here. To this point, the
only surface discharges approved have been stormwater
SPDES permits, with which Dragon Springs has
overwhelmingly failed to comply. As shown, Dragons
Springs has a well-documented history of illegally polluting
the Basher Kill.

The adverse environmental impact of sediment runoff from
construction dwarfs in comparison to the impacts from a
mismanaged wastewater treatment plant.
Meeting
discharge requirements is significantly more complicated
and intensive for a wastewater treatment plant vs.
stormwater erosion. In our experience, turbid discharges
from a site as a result of construction runoff are somewhat
rare since mitigation measures are relatively easy to
implement. Often a properly installed silt fence can prevent
the majority of sediment runoff. Regardless, Dragon
Springs has failed over and over again, throughout many
years, to prevent erosion from runoff resulting in a steady
stream of violation notices and turbid discharges to the
Basher Kill.

Based upon Dragon Springs’ track record, if a 100,000 gpd
WWTP plant is constructed on the site, violations of the
SPDES permit should be expected. The difference is it will
no longer be sediment runoff. It will be sewage, with long
term debilitating impacts to downstream surface waters.
Surface Water Impacts - Stormwater

The Applicant’s inability to control sediment from running
off the site and into the Basher Kill is well documented and
discussed above. Now, they propose an additional 40
acres of land disturbance, with an additional 10 acres of
impervious surface. Given their history, adverse impacts
to the Basher Kill as a result of sediment runoff are a near
certainty. Additionally, we found their stormwater design to
be substantially deficient and nonconforming to applicable
regulations. We have conducted a detailed review of the
SWPPP (Appendix D of the DEIS) and offer the following
comments.
Lack of Design Detail

The SWPPP provided in the DEIS is generic in nature and
lacks design detail specific to this particular site. This
information is needed to determine stormwater related
impacts, conformance with NYSDEC regulations and if
WILLINGHAM continued on page 35
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water quality and quantity requirements are met. The
following lists the deficiencies:

1. Appendix A of the SWPPP contains Drainage Maps D1 and D-2, which define ground cover, watershed areas,
topography, flow paths, etc. They are a critical element
of the hydrological analysis. However, the maps
provided on the Town’s website are nearly illegible and
at a scale too small, preventing any meaningful review
of the analysis. The maps should clearly demonstrate
the watershed names, flow paths, ground covers,
topography and hydrological connections (e.g.
reaches).

2. Per the NYSDEC Design Manual, runoff from
developed areas must receive Water Quality Volume
(“WQv”) treatment as well as Runoff Reduction Volume
(“RRv”). The Applicant proposes to meet WQv and RRv
with Stormwater Planters and Sand Filters. Designing a
site to meet these requirements can be difficult,
particularly on properties such as this that have steep
slopes and large impervious surfaces.
Despite that
distinction, the Site Plans show only a “placeholder” for
these practices, with no proposed grading, dimensions,
or details. The information provided is insufficient to
determine if the practices are feasible and will provide
the water quality and runoff reduction to protect
downstream properties and meet NYSDEC regulations.
For example, the “placeholder” for Sand Filter has an
existing grade drop of 12 feet from one end to the other.
Sand Filters must be flat – that configuration simply isn’t
possible as shown.

3. Per NYSDEC regulations, proposed runoff rates cannot
exceed existing runoff rates. The proposed design
relies entirely on the existing and proposed ponds. The
outlet flow is controlled by an overflow structure that
regulates the reduced flow rates. However, no details
are provided for any of the outlet structures for these
very large ponds. The detail is insufficient to verify that
flow rates will be reduced.

4. The Proposed Rehearsal Hall, Atrium and Parking
Garage B addition show no proposed grading or
drainage on the Site Plans. The Proposed Emergency
Plaza demonstrates no drainage infrastructure to
convey stormwater. Similarly, proposed Parking
Garage A and the Music Hall have very little detail on
how stormwater will and can be conveyed properly
making it impossible to determine the project’s
stormwater impacts.

RRv Reduction Applied Incorrectly

When used correctly, Green Infrastructure Practices
(“GIP’s”) can be utilized to reduce the Runoff Reduction

Spring 2019

Volume requirement. However, they were all used
incorrectly and against the requirements of the NYSDEC
Stormwater Design Manual, as described below.

“Sheetflow to Riparian Buffer” is incorrectly used to reduce
RRv in the area east of the proposed dam embankment.
The buffer must be a maximum of 15% slope, however all
of the buffer is greater than 15%. The buffer must be a
minimum of 100 feet in width, however it’s less than 100’ for
the majority and 0’ for a significant portion. Runoff to the
buffer must be via sheet flow. The pond embankment is at
33% slope which is too steep for sheet flow (runoff will
channelize). The SWPPP must be revised to remove this
incorrectly applied RRv credit.

The SWPPP incorrectly uses “Tree Planting” to subtract
from the RRv requirement. The Tree Planting section of
the NYSDEC Manual is designed for streetscapes or urban
areas where tree pits are used to collect adjacent
impervious runoff and infiltrate it into the ground. Instead
the Applicant has taken credit every tree they are planting
on the site and subtracting from the RRv requirement. This
is incorrect. To take the credit for 100 sf of impervious
surface drainage to each tree as claimed in the SWPPP, it
must be shown that each tree will be a tree pit, with
adjacent impervious surface drainage to each as required
by the Design Manual. The subtraction of 46,300 sf of
impervious surface (463 trees x 100 sf) from the RRv
requirement is incorrect and must be removed from the
SWPPP. Alternatively, the Applicant must redesign the tree
plantings to show conformance with the NYSDEC Design
Manual.

The “Disconnection of Rooftop Runoff” credit was also used
incorrectly. The SWPPP simply claims that roof leaders
from three of the proposed buildings will discharge to
wooded areas, then reduces RRv on that basis. The
Applicant must consult with the Design Manual. This
practice is designed for more permeable soils (Soil Group
A or B). Per the Design Manual, if the practice is used in
Soil Type C or D soils (which is the case at Dragon
Springs), the areas need to be evaluated by a licensed
professional engineer to determine if soil enhancement or
decompaction is needed to allow infiltration. Infiltration
areas must be graded for storage to allow infiltration with a
maximum grade of 5%. Runoff must drain through a filter
strip, vegetated channel or swale prior to discharge. The
SWPPP and design provides none of the above, therefore
cannot take the RRv credit. The SWPPP and stormwater
design must be revised.

“Stormwater Planters” are also incorrectly used as RRv
credit. Per the NYSDEC Design Manual, Stormwater
Planters must be a minimum of 10’ from structures,
however they are proposed directly next to buildings (0’
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separation for Music Hall and Parking Garage A). Specific
onsite soil conditions are required for these practices
including a minimum infiltration rate (2 inches per hour) and
minimum separation to groundwater and bedrock. No soil
testing was provided to demonstrate this practice will work.
This RRv credit cannot be taken as designed.

The above four practices claim to provide the entire 0.31
acre-feet RRv required. However, none of them are
incorporated in accordance with NYSDEC regulations,
therefore no RRv is provided in the design.

Spring 2019

Community Impacts - Emergency Access

International Fire Code

Per the 2018 International Fire Code (which was adopted
by New York State), a “Fire Apparatus Access Road” shall
extend to within 150 feet of all portions of any building’s
exterior walls. Aerial Fire Apparatus Access Roads are also
required in many instances. The requirements of the IFC
for Fire Apparatus Access Roads are as follows:
• IFC D103.1 – Minimum road width of 26 feet with
hydrant (20’ wide with no hydrant)

WQv Insufficient

The SWPPP takes credit for the volume in the lake for
nearly all the Water Quality Volume (WQv) required by the
NYSDEC for this project. Nowhere in the NYSDEC Manual
does it indicate that a lake provides Water Quality Volume.
“Ponds” are acceptable per Chapter 6 of the NYSDEC
Design Manual, but must incorporate several design
elements that the onsite lakes do not have. Sediment
forebays for pretreatment, shallow aquatic benches
(shallow areas surrounding the pond perimeter to provide
treatment), aquatic landscaping are required for ponds to
furnish the water quality treatment. The lakes do not offer
these features (among other DEC requirements) therefore
the lakes do not provide Water Quality Volume. 21.1 acres
of impervious surface drains to the lakes, for which the
treatment of that stormwater (WQv) is incorrectly claimed in
the SWPPP. The design must be revised or WQv must be
provided elsewhere on the site.

For the remaining WQv required, sand filters are proposed.
Proposed grading is provided for Sand Filter 3, but not for
Sand Filters 1 and 2. Sand Filters must be completely flat
in grade, which is difficult to achieve on this steep site.
Sediment Pretreatment Forebays are required for all Sand
Filters, yet none are shown on the plans. Soil testing is
required to show the minimum separation from the bottom
of the practice and groundwater. The DEIS must show that
these practices are feasible.

As detailed above, the DEIS SWPPP has substantial
deficiencies and fails to meet NYSDEC regulations. The
purpose of Water Quality Volume (WQv) and Runoff
Reduction Volume (RRv) is to remove pollutants from
stormwater and to mimic natural hydrology to protect
downstream water bodies. As shown above, nearly all
practices that are proposed for WQv and RRv are designed
incorrectly and therefore do not afford the treatment
needed. Additionally, Dragon Springs’ extensive history of
polluting the Basher Kill cannot be disregarded. Allowing
an additional 40 acres of land disturbance will almost
certainly result in many additional illegal discharges to the
Basher Kill. As Lead Agency, the Planning Board must
consider these likely adverse environmental impacts.

• IFC D103.2 – Maximum road grade of 10 percent

• IFC D104.1 – Commercial buildings exceeding 30 feet
or three stories shall have two means of fire apparatus
access
• IFC D104.2 – Commercial buildings of more than 62,000
sf shall be provided with two separate and approved fire
apparatus access roads.

• IFC D105.1 – Where the distance between the grade
plane and the highest roof surface exceeds 30 feet,
approved aerial fire apparatus roads shall be provided

• IFC D105.2 &D105.3 – Aerial Fire Apparatus Access
Roads shall be 26 feet wide, shall be positioned parallel
to one side of the building and shall located between
15 and 30 feet from the building.

Music Hall Access

Access to the 920 seat Music Hall is substantially
inadequate and does not meet minimum IFC requirements
in multiple instances. The building is over 30 feet high and
therefore must have two means of fire apparatus access. It
has only one potential access – on the west side of the
building. The building exceeds 62,000 sf, therefore
requires two separate and approved Fire Apparatus Access
Roads. We have concluded that it doesn’t have any Fire
Apparatus Access Roads. Dadao Road is greater than
10% in grade and less than 20’ wide in multiple locations
(including the northern main entrance road), therefore
cannot be considered a Fire Apparatus Access Road. Two
Fire Apparatus Access Roads must be provided. The
building’s closest location that could be considered an
Aerial Fire Apparatus Access Road is at the stair entrance
on the west side of the building. This access is 180 feet
from the building, while a maximum of 30 feet is required.
The project layout must be revised to meet Fire Code and
to provide safe emergency access to the Music Hall.
Parking Garage Access

Access to the proposed 5 story, 1,100 car Parking Garage
A also does not meet Fire Code. The building is well over
30 feet high and therefore must have two means of fire
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Deerpark Rural Alliance Attorney’s Remarks on Dragon
Springs’ Draft Environmental Impact Statement
February 11, 2019

Robert Vicaretti, Sr., Chairman
Members of the Town of Deerpark Planning Board
420 Route 209
P.O. Box 621
Huguenot, New York 12746
Re: Dragon Springs Buddhist, Inc.
Site Plan Amendments

Dear Chairman Vicaretti and Members of the Planning
Board:

I am a partner in Ruskin Moscou Faltischek, P.C., attorney
for the Deerpark Rural Alliance (“DRA”), whose members
include residents of the Town of Deerpark. I submit these
comments to the Draft Environmental Impact Statement
(“DEIS”) for the proposed site plan amendments submitted
by Dragon Springs Buddhist, Inc. (“Applicant”) for its 393
acre property located at 140 Galley Hill Road, Deerpark,
New York (“Property”).

Under separate cover, DRA’s comments regarding water
and traffic issues of the DEIS are being provided. The
purpose of these comments is to address the Applicant’s
segmentation of its environmental review of the
development at the Property, the DEIS’s failure to account
for future growth caused by the proposed development, and
the proposed development’s impact on the character of the
existing community. In addition, discussed below are
relevant legal issues for the Planning Board to consider
when reviewing the DEIS. My client reserves the right to
supplement these comments within ten (10) days of the
public hearing.

The DEIS states that the proposed site plan amendments
would include a temple building, two religious schools, a
waste water treatment plant, a performing arts center, a
new parking structure, an enlarged dormitory, various
accessory structures and the reconfiguration and
resurfacing of roads. The Applicant acknowledges that it
has already constructed a number of structures and made
improvements to the Property without going through the
permit process. In addition, the Applicant and the Town
were previously involved in litigation which was resolved by
a Settlement Agreement filed on June 26, 2014
(“Settlement”).
A. DEIS

While the portion of the DEIS dealing with traffic will be
addressed by Steven Schneider, PE; and the water issues,
including the proposed waste water treatment plant, will be
examined by Andrew Willingham, PE, this letter will address
segmentation, future growth, and the impact or the

proposed site plan on the community’s character.
i. Segmentation

Under the New York State Environmental Quality Review
Act (“SEQRA”) it is impermissible to segment for review
only portions of a planned development so as to avoid a
complete review of the environmental impacts of the total
development to be undertaken. 6 N.Y.C.R.R. 6173; Matter
of save the Pine Bush v. City of Albany, 70 N.Y.2d 193, 518
N.Y.S.2d 943 (1987) (review of the cumulative impact of
more than one application is required if the proposed
developments are related). Here, the Applicant admits that
the Property has “undergone several plan modifications”
since the first construction in 2001. DEIS P. 2. In addition,
there was a site plan approved in June 2014 pursuant to
the Settlement. Accordingly, there has already been
extensive development at the Property, but the DEIS does
not address the cumulative impact of the current site plan
application in the context of this prior development.

Further, the Applicant does not address in the DEIS
whether the Applicant plans additional development at or
near the site. The DEIS also does not address other
potential developments to the area by third parties.
Accordingly, in order to avoid segmentation, the cumulative
impacts of all the development that has taken place at the
Property should be examined and the possibility of any
future development should have been addressed in the
DEIS.

ii. Growth Inducement Of The Project

Related to segmentation, the DEIS inadequately addresses
growth inducing aspects of its proposed site plan. The DEIS
illogically argues that because there are no facilities in the
nearby community, the lack of facilities to accommodate
visitors, for example, to the proposed performing arts
center, will require visitors to stay in nearby communities.
DEIS P. 47. This is not sufficient discussion of the growth
impact of the proposed site plan and the DEIS conclusory
statement that no growth is anticipated from the Proposed
Action is nonsensical.

The DEIS should address the possibility the proposed
development will cause future development, such as hotels,
restaurants, shops and other establishments near the
Property. The statement since the facilities are not present
visitors will go elsewhere is not an adequate examination
regarding the potential for farther development, and the
DEIS should include a discussion on the possibility of new
facilities being built in the area, and the impact they will
have on the environment.
iii. Impact On Community Characteristics
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Also related to the issue of segmentation and future
development is the impact of the planned development on
the character of the community. The DEIS is silent on
whether creating this substantial development on the
Property will change the character of this small rural area.
It is hard not to see that new dorms, a performing arts
center, and other structures, combined with the possibility
of a hotel and restaurant, will inalterably change the nature
of this community. See Chinese Staff and Workers Ass’n. v.
City of New York, 68 N.Y.2d 359, 509 N.Y.S.2d 499 (1 986)
(“impact . . . on population patterns or existing community
character . . . is a relevant concern in an environmental
analysis”). The DEIS should address this issue.
B. Prior Violations

The DEIS acknowledges that structures have been built
without going through the permit process. In addition, the
Applicant has been fined by the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation for its actions at
the Property. And, just recently, the Town has fined the
Applicant for building an eight story wooden structure
without a permit. In addition, it has been widely reported
that the Applicant has obstructed inspections and defied
stop work orders.

New York courts have held that it is appropriate for a Board
to consider past violations and misleading statements in
making its determination. Caspian Realty, Inc. Y. Zoning
Bd. of Appeals of Town of Greenburgh, 68 A.D.3d 62, 886
N.Y.S.2d 442 (2d Dep’t 2009). Here, there is an extensive
history of the Applicant’s failure to comply with applicable
laws. There is no reason to believe this behavior will change
if the application is approved, and the DEIS should describe
and discuss specific steps to be taken to assure that the
Applicant complies with all laws. See also Holy Spirit
Association for the Unification of World Christianity, 91
A.D.2d 190, 458 N.Y.S.2d 920 (2d Dep’t 1983) (church’s
dishonesty during pendency of application in and of itself
justified denial of special use permit).
C. RLUIPA

Although under the Religious Land Use and Incarcerated
Persons Act (“RLUIPA”) the Town cannot impose land use
restrictions which would substantially burden the exercise
of religion, not all development by a religious institution is
covered under RLUIPA. For example, in Westchester Day
School v. Village of Mamaroneck, 386 F.3d 183 (2d Cir.
2004), the Court explained that not all conceivable
improvements proposed by a religious institution are
covered by RLUIPA. The Second Circuit stated:

Because the School delivers a secular and religious
education in a religious environment, the court reasoned
that any program of the School to improve its facilities in a
manner that would improve the students’ overall
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educational experience would be protected by RLUIPA from
the implementation of a lad use regulation that would
prevent its accomplishment. According to this logic, any
improvement or enlargement proposed by a religious
school to its secular educational and accessory facilities
would be immune from regulation or rejection by a zoning
board so long as the proposed improvement would
enhance the overall experience of the students. Thus if two
identically situated schools submitted functionally identical
applications to a zoning board to rebuild and enlarge their
gymnasium facilities, one being a religious school, the other
a secular school, according to standards applied by the
district court, the zoning board would be free to reject the
application of the secular school but not that of the religious
school, assuming the gymnasium would improve the
experience of the students in the religious school.

Because the issue will arise in the court’s future
consideration of the case, we express doubt whether the
protections of RLUIPA can be as broad as that. As a
legislative accommodation of religion, RLUIPA occupies a
treacherous narrow zone between the Free Exercise
Clause, which seeks to assure that government does not
interfere with the exercise of religion, and the Establishment
Clause, which prohibits the government from becoming
entwined with religion in a manner that would express
preference for one religion over another, or religion over
irreligion. As the Supreme Court has noted, “ ‘[a] proper
respect for both the Free Exercise and the Establishment
Clauses compels the State to pursue a course of neutrality
toward religion,’ favoring neither one religion over others
nor religious adherents collectively over nonadherents.” Bd.
of Educ. of Kiryas Joel Village Sch. Dist. v. Grumet, 512
U.S. 687, 696, 114 S. Ct. 2481, 129 L. Ed. 2d 546 (1994)
(quoting Comm. for Pub. Ed. & Religious Liberty v. Nyquist,
413 U.S. 756, 792-93, 93 S.Ct. 2955, 37 L.Ed.2d 948
(1973)). See also *190 Locke v. Davey, 540 U.S. 712, 124
S.Ct. 1307, 1311, 158 L.Ed.2d 1 (2004); Hobbie v.
Unemployment Appeals Comm’n, 480 U.S. 136, 144-45,
107 S.Ct. 1046, 94 L.Ed.2d 190 (1987) (“[T]he government
may (and sometimes must) accommodate religious
practices and . . . may do so without violating the
Establishment Clause.”). While government unquestionably
may take positive steps to protect the free exercise of
religion, it must avoid going so far in this goal as to adopt a
preference for one religion or for religion generally.
Here, while the Applicant can assert protections under
RLUIPA for certain portions of the proposed site plan, other
portions of the proposed site plan are clearly not covered by
the statute. For example, the proposed site plan includes a
new waste water treatment plant, reconfiguration of roads,
a performing arts center, and a new parking structure.
Clearly, the waste water treatment plant and a parking
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apparatus access. It has only one access – on the north
side of the building. The access on the east side is very
steep and the geometry will not permit access by a fire
truck. The building far exceeds 62,000 sf, therefore
requires two separate and approved Fire Apparatus
Access Roads. It also does not have access from any Fire
Apparatus Access Roads. Dadao Road is greater than
10% in grade and less than 20’ wide in multiple locations
(on the east and west approaches), therefore cannot be
considered a Fire Apparatus Access Road. The access
road approaching from the south far exceeds 10% in grade
as well. The project layout must be revised to meet Fire
Code and to provide safe emergency access to the Parking
Garage #2.

Please don’t hesitate to call with any questions.
Sincerely,

Willingham Engineering, PLLC

Andrew Willingham, PE

NYS Professional Engineer No. 083984

cc: Gary Spears, Town Supervisor, Town of Deerpark
Daniel Whitehead, Region 3 Permit Administrator,
NYSDEC
Rebecca Crist, Region 3 Deputy Permit
Administrator, NYSDEC
Glen Plotsky, Attorney, Town of Deerpark
Al Fusco Jr., Consulting Engineer, Town of Deerpark
Cuddebackville Fire District
Delaware River Basin Commission
Orange County Planning Department
Paula Medley / Basha Kill Area Association
Deerpark Rural Alliance
Friends of the Shawangunks
Delaware Riverkeeper Network

The proposed project design should be thoroughly
reviewed by the Town of Deerpark Building Department
and the Cuddebackville Fire Department for code
compliance review for access and overall safety.

Summary

Dragon Springs has consistently ignored environmental
and land use regulations and repeatedly polluted the
Basher Kill. The historical actions of this landowner on this
property must be considered when determining adverse
impacts of this project.
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The proposed 100,000 gpd wastewater plant is a complex
system requiring daily maintenance and professional
attention. If maintenance fails, the result is discharge of
chemical constituents that are devastating to the Basher
Kill and downstream water bodies. If history is any
indication, these impacts should be considered likely
adverse impacts.

structure are not a religious use covered by RLUIPA.

Accordingly, in making determinations regarding the site
plan, it is important to isolate each structure to determine
whether it is going to be for religious use in making a
determination as to whether it should be approved. Further,
even if a portion of the site plan involves a religious use,
restrictions or denial regarding that structure are only
impermissible under RLUIPA if they impose a substantial
burden, and applying a generally applicable statute or rules
is generally not a substantial burden. See e.g. Wesleyan
Methodist Church of Canisteo v. Village of Canisteo, 792 F,
Supp.2d 667 (W.D.N.Y. 201 1) (“Generally applicable
burdens, neutrally imposed, are not ‘substantial’,” quoting
Westchester Day School v. Village of Mamaroneck, supra).

NYSDEC stormwater regulations can be challenging to
meet when designing a high intensity development such
as this on steep slopes. The Applicant has wholly failed at
this endeavor. The SWPPP is generic, lacks detail and
makes bold and incorrect assumptions to reduce
requirements. Substantial revisions are needed to the
SWPPP and stormwater design to meet NYSDEC
regulations.

Here, the SEQRA process and site plan approval are
generally applicable requirement for any development.
Accordingly, requiring appropriate environmental review
does not impose a substantial burden on the Applicant.

Due to the rural area and hence limited emergency
services available, safe access and safe buildings are even
more critical. Instead, the design proposes high intensity,
high population buildings with poor access that is far below
the minimum state standard. The site must be redesigned
to meet code and provide safe access.

The project’s likely adverse environmental impacts
associated with the above issues are substantial. As Lead
Agency, the Planning Board must recognize these impacts
and respond accordingly under SEQRA.

Conclusion

For the reasons set forth above, and in the accompanying
submissions of Steven Schneider, PE and Andrew
Willingham, PE, the DEIS does not adequately address the
environmental issue raised by the Application.
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Very truly yours,

E. Christopher Murray

9:30-10 am (Registration and
site assignments)

Special Offering - John Haas will sign his new (3rd
edition) “Guide to Sullivan County Birding Including
the Bashakill Wildlife Management Area”. Books sell
for $20 apiece with all proceeds going to the BKAA.
Other merchandise will also be available.

Celebrate Earth Day! Enjoy a walk and fresh
spring air while ridding the wetlands of debris.
Garbage bags are provided. Wear boots, work
gloves, and insect repellent. Bring chairs as
lunch, supplied by the BKAA, will be eaten al
fresco in the Haven Road DEC parking lot (on left
coming from Route 209), also event’s
registration site. Door prizes will be awarded.
Call Paula Medley at (845) 754-0743 for further
information.
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