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46th BKAA
Annual Meeting
John Haas

Gary Keeton

2018 BKAA Honorees

Members delighted by the
Birds of the Bashakill presentation given
by Lance Verderame and John Haas
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MAILBAG:

meaningful to me as my husband and I had spent many
happy times there.

When I came home and went through the mail, there was
the Autumn copy of the BKAA GUARDIAN. Skimming
through it (as I usually do before reading), I stopped
abruptly at page 9. There, taking up almost a quarter of
the page, was “In Memoriam” for my beloved husband
Russ. I was so surprised and moved. Having Alzheimer’s
Disease, he wasn’t able to continue the work he had done
in earlier years, but please know that the Basha Kill
Wetlands and all of you “guardians” were dear to his heart.
And thank you so much for your tribute to him. I’m sure
he’s touched, too.

Dear BKAA,

Appreciate the newsletter
- keeps me up to date.

Very well done,

William Morishita,
Colorado Springs
Dear BKAA,

Your GUARDIAN “blows me away” every time! The pics
are great and the news of your involvement in local issues
even greater! I’m so grateful to you all for doing what I no
longer can physically help with!

Rica Rock

Dear Members of the BKAA,

Namasté,

Janet Barnett
Dear Exhibitor,

October 2018

October 4, 2018

Thank you for your participation at the Sullivan 180 Healthy
Living Festival held on Sunday, September 23 at SUNY
Sullivan. We appreciate your contributions of time and
talent. We received a lot of positive feedback from our
attendees. Attached is some of the press coverage of the
event.
MAILBAG continued on page 3

I recently went to a presentation by Elly Knieriemen at the
Mamakating Library in Wurtsboro. She is a great presenter
and everyone enjoyed her insights, humor, and fabulous
photographs taken at the Basha Kill. It was especially

CONTACT THE BKAA

Paula Medley 845-754-0743, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. email: info@thebashakill.org website: www.thebashakill.org

CONTACT THE DEC

Environmental Conservation Officers (ECO’s) & Forest Rangers Covering the Bashakill WMA for the NYS DEC
ECO’s: Officer Ricky Wood 845-665-5637 (cell)
Officer Thomas Koepf 845-612-6099 (cell)
Forest Rangers: Matthew Hettenbaugh 845-428-1039 (cell) Richard Franke 845-423-1994 (cell)
Call 24-hour DEC Law Enforcement Dispatch at 1-877-457-5680 if the Officers are not available.
The Guardian is published quarterly by the Basha Kill Area Association Inc., PO Box 1121, Wurtsboro, NY 12790.
President: Paula Medley • Vice-President: Anita Altman • Treasurer: Monique Lipton
Corresponding Secretary / Membership: Marcia Briggs Wallace • Recording Secretary: Christine Saward
Board Members: Linda Lou Bartle • Jackie Broder • Fred Harding • Bill Lucas • Bob Muller • Susan O’Neill
Publicity & E-mail Coordinator: Susan O’Neill • Alerts Coordinator: Liberty Press - Jon Heaphy
Water Testing & Facebook Coordinator: Linda Lou Bartle
Nature Watch Co-Leaders: Maryallison Farley, Kevin Keller & Cathy Liljequist
Guardian Editor: Paula Medley
Mission Statement: Since our founding in 1972, our mission has been to protect the
Basha Kill Wetlands and surrounding area from ecological degradation,
to promote education and respect for the environment in general, and to preserve the beauty of the area.

We welcome new members who are interested in protecting the environment. Dues are $10 per person per year.
BKAA is a not-for-profit corporation and donations are deductible to the extent allowed by law.
website: www.thebashakill.org • e-mail: info@thebashakill.org
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46th BKAA Annual Meeting
Paula Medley

Each Annual Meeting serves as a key organizational
benchmark, causing us to reflect on past accomplishments
and prepare for upcoming challenges, like during this
year’s 46th gathering on Saturday, October 20, 2018 at
the Phillipsport Community Center (PCC), with 45
attendees.

Lilith Jones.

The meeting commenced by introducing honorees John
Haas and Gary Keeton as well as Mamakating planning
board member Lorry Green. A moment of silence followed,
ANNUAL MEETING continued on page 5

Many arrived early, registering at a welcome/information
table overseen by Linda Lou Bartle and Christine Saward,
who dispensed Annual Reports, agendas, ballots, and
door prize tickets. Prior to the Call to Order, participants
socialized, enjoying refreshments lovingly organized by
Marcia Briggs Wallace and Christine, and perused BKAA
merchandise, including shirts and notecards illustrated by

MAILBAG continued from page 2

We know that building a healthier Sullivan County will take
the collective efforts of many of us and that it is a gradual
process. We hope that the Festival provided some
inspiration and education towards building a new culture of
health and we look forward to working with you in the
future.

Winter 2018 New
Members & Donors

Sincerely,

Sandi Rowland, Executive Director, Sullivan 180

October 21, 2018

Hi, Soña (Mason), (See article on page 18)

Winter 2018 New Members

Thank you so much for leading the Shawangunk Ridge
hike this morning. I learned lots, met great people and had
fun! (For what more might one ask on a Sunday
morning?)

Aaron Baughman — Patricia Blanco
Kathleen Brandes — Steven Boyer — Barbara Cimorelli
Nancy Isseks — Alex Scilla — Julie Takatsch
Tracy Wager — Renée & Arnold Zernitsky

Please know that I’ll continue learning more and more
about the ridge as I complete section hiking every inch of
it (either prior to, or culminating in the SRT Run/Hike’s 13.1
mile division) …one step at a time.

Winter 2018 Donors

Fredric & Betty Glassman Feibusch
in Memory of Roy Ott

If you would be so kind, I’d be grateful if you would please
forward to me copies of the pictures taken during our
adventure.

Marcia Anne Pavlica in Memory of Richard Pavlica
Robin Barsky, Joseph & Suzanne Blossic,
Michael Clingman & Patricia Gerrity Clingman,
Mary Gerrity in Memory of Frank Brusinski

Jack Austin — Toby Boritz — Kathleen Brandes
Jacqueline L. Broder — Eileen A. Carney
Kurt W. Carney — Susan E. Erny
Fredric & Betty Glassman Feibusch
Bill & Jayne Fiero — Douglas L. Geiger
Josephine M. Hull — Eric Huttenbach
Andrew I. Jacobs — Robert Klenk — Richard Klinski
Monique Lipton — Peter Lisker
Charlotte R. & Florian J. Lukowski
Dawn Lyons-Miller — Alvin Mann — Ronald Masotti
Kathleen Matthews — Paula & Michael Medley
Frances Meyer — John Miller
Adrienne & William R. Morishita
Orange County Horse Council of New York, Inc.
Victoria I. Puig — Patricia M. Remer — Pauline R. Rock
Mark Rubin — Alex Scilla — Lara Sheikh
Emily & James R. Van Gelder — Arlene Venizelos
Tracy Wager — Diane Wanser — Charles F. West

Winter 2018-19

Thanks again, and be well,
Dan Hart

Dear Paula and the Board,

I can’t thank you enough for recognizing me at the annual
meeting. I appreciate the opportunity to do what I can to
help!
Thank you,
John Haas

Paula:

November 9, 2018

(Editor’s Note: Comments from Huckleberry Ridge Hike)
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Here are a few images from the hike. It turned out to be a
beautiful day - great hike - great trails and views. Mike is
an awesome hike leader - very cautious, patient and
considerate of everyone’s abilities. Great hike - looking
forward to another!
Renée (Zernitsky)
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Why I Volunteer with
Nature Watch at the
Basha Kill

Ira Finkelstein
(Editor’s Note: This article was first published in the
Summer, 2014 Guardian. It is reprinted now as the
BKAA’s tribute to an extremely loyal Nature Watch
volunteer, who traveled all the way from Long Island
for his shifts. Ira truly loved the Basha Kill and his
recent passing is deeply felt.)

IN MEMORIAM
With profound sadness,
The BKAA announces
passing of valued members:

I grew up in Brooklyn, not far from Ebbets Field—
remember? The streets were my playground. But my
summers were spent in the Catskills. We called it the
“country” and everyone else called it the “borscht belt.” The
trip was grueling. Hours in the car and waiting for the
infamous Bloomingburg light to turn green. At the end of
the journey were fields of green, fresh air, and nature in its
purest form. Great memories. Some upper class
destinations were the Concord—remember? Or maybe the
Nevele—remember? And we had to stop at the Red Apple
Rest—remember? It seems like nothing stays the same.

Frank Brusinski
Frank so loved the Basha Kill that his memorial
will be held there in the spring at the family’s
convenience. He participated in BKAA
activities, like the Annual Cleanup, even when
quite ill.
Ira Finkelstein
Ira was a beloved Nature Watch volunteer.

Now I travel on Rt. 17—the Quickway—soon to be called
Rt. 86. It seems like nothing stays the same. I always
wondered what that plateau was when I came down the
hill between exits 112 and 113. All white in the winter, a
body of water in the spring and green in the summer. I
finally found the Basha Kill. With a little research, I
discovered the Association. My annual dues give back 10
fold. So many events led by expert naturalists. I was thrilled
to have the opportunity to both support and volunteer. It is
the most special place that should always be preserved
and shield itself from having to say that “nothing stays the
same.” It must stay the same. Reading about mushrooms,
7 Peaks, China City scares me. Any change will change
the value of the Basha Kill and everything surrounding it.
Imagine building houses in Central Park. The green fields
would be lost and the value of everything near it would
plummet. That’s why everything green should stay green.

I can say, without reservation, that the Basha Kill has
enriched my life. The wonderful people associated with it
and the wonderful people who come to visit. When I pulled
into the boat launch parking lot this Memorial Day
weekend, I saw something that explains more than I could
ever express about the people who protect it. An injured
gosling had been rescued. And there was the fellow who
wrapped it in cloth and had contacted someone to rehab it.
I took a photo through his car window while he was using
his finger, trying to give the gosling some of his flavored
water. The bird was so tiny, but this fellow’s heart was so

Maggi Heath
Maggi was a good Cragsmoor friend of the
Medleys, a well-respected special education
administrator, and a community activist. She
also loved her gardens!

Al R. Hunt
When living in the area, Al was a “fixture” at
the BKAA’s Annual Cleanup, where he and
Paula Medley shared stories of living in
Louisiana.

The BKAA sends heartfelt condolences to
Susan, Nora, Sherry, Peg, Pat and members’
families and friends.

large.
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I travel from Plainview, Long Island. Now, most of my trips
to the country are just riding around, loving the fields of
green, fresh air and nature. The people I meet at the
Basha Kill are amazed that I travel three hours to volunteer
for three hours. What they don’t know is that I often visit
the Kill to purify my soul. So, if I need to explain why I
volunteer, you just may not understand my answer.
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ANNUAL MEETING continued from page 3

recalling members Russell Barnett, Adrienne Butvinik, Ira
Finkelstein, Al Hunt, Thomas Kiernan, Carol Linguanti,
Walter Mehr, and Barbara Merritt who passed away this
year.

unanimously approved.

This year’s awards ceremony recognized two extraordinary
Basha Kill/BKAA educational ambassadors, John Haas and
Gary Keeton. For years, John has informed others about
the wetland’s wonders and our organization authoring
several Sullivan County birding publications, checklists,
blogs, and guiding outings. His efforts have inspired many
to become more protective of the Basha Kill’s biodiversity.
Gary is truly a gifted naturalist and outdoor educator, whose
expertise and passionate delivery enhance his listeners’
knowledge and interest. Through countless years, on
innumerable trips with myriad groups, Gary’s expertise and
enthusiasm have influenced untold numbers to invest in a
healthy Basha Kill. Both honorees’ certificates were
uniquely designed by Sue Grabowski, Paula’s sister.

Subsequently, President Paula Medley highlighted major
advocacy issues, such as Mamakating’s draft
Comprehensive Plan, Thompson Education Center, Sugar
Gum, Dunntown, and Kuhl’s Solar Farms, Local Laws
Regarding Solar Farms and Extractive Industries, Hopper
Hill Sand and Gravel LLC, Dragon Springs, and Beautiful
Earth. Each generated questions and/or comments from an
engaged audience. Linda Lou Bartle, Water Testing
Coordinator, reported on crucial water testing activities,
demonstrating networking’s vital role in ensuring positive
program outcomes.

Next, was a fabulous updated power point presentation on
“Birds of the Bashakill” by Lance Verderame, who provided
excellent commentary along with John Haas. Highlighting
seasonal avian activity at the wetland, this program was
both informative and entertaining, piquing numerous
questions.

The occasion’s grand finale was a drawing for diverse,
donated door prizes. Thanks to everyone who facilitated
the Annual Meeting’s successful outcome, those
acknowledged earlier, the PCC, Andy Weil, and Michael
Medley. See you at the BKAA’s 47th!!

Afterward occurred the most critical responsibility of each
Annual Meeting, Election of the Board. Stephen Erny
offered the 2018-2019 Slate of Candidates: President Paula Medley, Vice-President - Anita Altman, Treasurer Monique Lipton, Corresponding Secretary/Membership
Chair - Marcia Briggs Wallace, Recording Secretary Christine Saward, Board Members - Linda Lou Bartle,
Jackie Broder, Fred Harding, Bill Lucas, Bob Muller, and
Susan O’Neill. As there were no challenges, this slate was

TELL A FRIEND ABOUT THE
BASHA KILL AREA ASSOCIATION!

Have your friends fill out this coupon for membership or more information:
P.O. Box 1121, Wurtsboro, NY 12790
Yes, I’m interested in the environment and wish to become a member of Basha Kill Area Association. Enclosed is:
_____$10.00 for individual membership

_____Other Donation

_____Please send more information

Please make checks payable to: Basha Kill Area Association

Name __________________________________________________ Phone ____________________________
Address ________________________________________________ Email _____________________________
(for action alerts)
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2019 BKAA Calendar of Events
All activities free and open to the public!

Saturday, January 19, 10am
Cross Country Skiing with Mike Medley
Flat terrain on D&H Canal towpath great for beginners and
intermediates. Dress in layers; bring water. Excursion lasts
at least 3 hours. Weather permitting, meet at Haven Road
DEC parking lot (on left coming from Route 209). Call Mike
to register and/or check snow conditions at (845) 7540743).

volunteers sign up for three shifts (three hours each) on
Saturdays and Sundays from April 13 through June 23. A
quick field trip to the boat launch will help to familiarize
everyone with our spotting scopes and the NW location.
Please call Kevin Keller at 845-434-6209 or Maryallison
Farley at 845-888-0261 to register and for more details. If
you love the Basha Kill and like to talk with people, this
pgram is for you!

Sunday, February 17, 10am
Take Your Valentine Cross Country Skiing
with Mike Medley
Enjoy the Basha Kill’s beauty once again on the D&H Canal
towpath. Dress in layers; bring water. Excursion lasts at
least 3 hours. Weather permitting, meet at Haven Road
DEC parking lot (on left coming from Route 209). Call Mike
to register and/or check snow conditions at (845) 7540743).

Weekends from
Saturday, April 13 through Sunday, June 23
Nature Watch at the South Road Boat Launch
Join trained BKAA Nature Watch Volunteers at the South
Road boat launch to learn more about the many residents
of this amazing wetland. View the nesting bald eagles and
other birds. Equipped with two powerful spotting scopes
and lots of information, the volunteers will help you get to
know the Basha Kill a little better. Bring your children, other
family members and friends of all ages for some fun in the
outdoors! From 10:00 am to 4:00 pm every Saturday and
Sunday between April 21 and June 24. Call Kevin Keller at
845-434-6209 or Maryallison Farley at 845-888-0261 for
more details.

Saturday, March 23, 8:00 am
Winter Waterfowl Walk
Meet walk leader John Haas at the Haven Road Parking
Lot (on left coming from Route 209). Bring binoculars and
a scope if you have one. We should see an array of early
ducks, geese and mergansers. We will go to the Main Boat
Launch when finished at Haven Road to walk the Birch Trail
to see additional species. Boots may be of help in this area.
The event lasts about 2 hours. Visit to Mamakating’s new
Environmental Center included. To register and/or for more
information, contact John at (845) 888-0240.

Saturday, March 30, 9:30 am – 12 noon
Nature Watch Training
If you’d like to volunteer for the BKAA’s Nature Watch (NW),
come to the NW Annual Training on Saturday, March 30th
at 9:30 a.m. for registration, with the program following at
10:00 a.m. You’ll learn about wetland residents and other
information that you can share with Basha Kill visitors.
Training will take place at the Mamakating Environmental
and Interpretive Center situated at the edge of the Bashakill
Wildlife Management Area at the corner of South and
Haven Roads in Wurtsboro.
This year’s highlight will be an excellent presentation by
John Haas and Lance Verderame on Birds of the Bashakill.
These two outstanding Basha Kill birders will show their
updated photographs of various bird species that inhabit
the wetland and surrounding areas, while offering insightful
commentary. Orientation will also include a description of
the nuts and bolts of Nature Watch. After Training,

Saturday, April 27
38th Annual Basha Kill Clean-up
9:30-10am (Registration and site assignments)
Celebrate Earth Day! Enjoy a walk and fresh spring air
while ridding the wetlands of debris. Garbage bags are
provided. Wear boots, work gloves, and insect repellent.
Bring chairs as lunch, supplied by the BKAA, will be eaten
al fresco in the Haven Road DEC parking lot (on left coming
from Route 209); also event’s registration site. BKAA
merchandise will be on sale and door prizes awarded. Call
Paula Medley at (845) 754-0743 for further information.
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Sunday, April 28, 8 am
Birding for Beginners with Scott Graber
Experience the variety of birdlife that inhabits the Bashakill
with naturalist Scott Graber. This walk will focus on basic
identification of birds by sight and sound. If you’re new to
birding or have always wondered what birds exist beyond
your backyard, this is the field trip for you! Binoculars are
required and wear sturdy walking shoes. Meet at the
Haven Road DEC parking lot (on left coming from Rt. 209).
Visit to Mamakating’s new Environmental Center included.
Call Scott to register and/or for additional information at
914-799-1313.

BKAA CALENDAR continued on page 7
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to Mamakating’s new Environmental Center included. Call
Paula Medley to register and/or for additional information
at (845) 754-0743.

BKAA CALENDAR continued from page 6

Saturday, May 4, 8 am
Spring Migration Warbler Walk with John Haas
Meet at the Stop Sign Parking Area off Haven Road (from
Route 209, cross Haven Road bridge and take first left just
before Haven Road ends at South Road).Bring binoculars.
We should see an array of spring migrants including
warblers,orioles, and grosbeaks. We will move to the
Nature Trail from there and finish up at the Main Boat
Launch. Visit to Mamakating’s new Environmental Center
included. To register and/or for more information, contact
John at (845) 888-0240. The walk will last at least two
hours.
Saturday, May 11, 10 am
Hike to Gobbler’s Knob
with NY-NJ Trail Conference Representative
Enjoy views of a beautiful 650 acre Shawangunk Ridge
property, that was also site of the proposed Basherkill
Subdivision. The hike gains 450 vertical feet from the
parking area to the Knob, which is almost 1,000 feet high.
Wear comfortable, sturdy shoes; bring water and
binoculars. Trip takes two hours. Meet at the South Road
fishing platform (Westbrookville end). To register or for
more information, contact Paula at (845) 754-0743.

Saturday, June 15, 8:30 pm
Moonlight Walk with Gary Keeton
Amble along Haven Road and the Railroad Trail. Enjoy
moonrise over the ridge as you discuss the area’s natural
history. Meet at the Haven Road DEC parking lot (on left
coming from Route 209). Contact Gary at (845) 386-4892
for additional facts.

Saturday, June 22, 9 am
Natural History Walk with Jack Austin
Stroll 2-3 miles on level terrain with Basha Kill educator
Jack Austin as you see and listen to what’s nesting,
growing, and maturing. Bring binoculars, insect repellent,
and wear good walking shoes. Meet at the Haven Road
DEC parking lot (on left coming from Route 209). Visit to
Mamakating’s new Environmental Center included. To
register and/or for more information, contact Jack at cell #
(845) 649-8720.
Saturday, July 6, 10 am
History of D&H Canal with Gary Keeton
Join Gary for a walk through time. Ever wonder about local
stone walls and foundations? Curious about how people
farmed the rocky soils or the relationship between the
Basha Kill and Pine Kill? Bring binoculars and insect
repellent. Oh, and learn about the canal, too! Meet at the
DEC access road on Route 209 across from the
Hometown Deli in Westbrookville. Bring binoculars. Contact
Gary at (845) 386-4892 for particulars.

Sunday, May 19, 10 am
Walk the O & W / D & H Canal Trail Loop
with Gary Keeton
Stroll a 3 mile loop on level terrain with Basha Kill naturalist
Gary Keeton as you observe wetlands, headwaters of the
Basher Kill, and Gumaer Brook. This 1.4 mile portion of the
O & W rail trail was recently gifted to Mamakating by Open
Space Institute. At McDonald Road, event participants will
return to Wurtsboro via the D & H Canal towpath. Bring
binoculars, insect repellent, and wear good walking shoes.
Meet at the trailhead adjacent to O’Toole’s Harley-Davidson
on Sullivan Street in Wurtsboro. To register and/or for more
information, contact Gary at (845) 386-4892.

Saturday, August 3, 5:30 am
Sunrise Walk with Gary Keeton
Rise and shine! Enjoy the Basha Kill’s wonders from a
different view. Bring binoculars. Meet at Haven Road DEC
parking lot (on left coming from Route 209). Call Gary at
(845) 386-4892 for information.

Sunday, June 2, 10 am
Happy for Herps with Bill Cutler
Join herpetologist Bill Cutler on a search for amphibians
and reptiles. Kids as well as adults love learning about
them. Bring binoculars and insect repellent. Meet at the
Haven Road DEC parking lot (on left coming from Route
209). Visit to Mamakating’s new Environmental Center
included. Call Bill to register and/or for additional
information at (845) 482-5209.

Sunday, June 9, 10 a.m.
Examine Early Summer Vegetation and Plants’
Relationship to the Basha Kill’s Ecology with SUNY
Orange Professor Emeritus Marty Borko
Bring binoculars and insect repellent. Meet at the Haven
Road DEC parking lot (on left coming from Route 209). Visit

Sunday, August 11, 10 am
Reprise of History of the D&H Canal with Gary Keeton
Join Gary for a walk through time. Ever wonder about local
stone walls and foundations? Curious about how people
farmed the rocky soils or the relationship between the
Basha Kill and Pine Kill? Oh, and learn about the canal,
too! Meet at the DEC access road on Route 209 across
from the Hometown Deli in Westbrookville. Bring
binoculars. Contact Gary at (845) 386-4892 for particulars.
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Saturday, September 28, 10 am
Canoe/Kayak the Basha Kill
with Scott Graber and Mike Medley
Join naturalists Scott and Mike for a late season venture

BKAA CALENDAR continued on page 10
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Bobolink

BIRDS OF THE BASHAKILL

American Bittern
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All Photos by Matt Zeitler
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Great Egret

MORE BIRDS
Yellowthroat

Cedar Waxwing

9

BKAA GUARDIAN

Winter 2018-19

BKAA CALENDAR continued from page 7

Poetry Corner:

Friday, October 25, 7-9 pm
Free Public Star Watch by John Kocijanski of the
Catskills Astronomy Club
Bring scopes and/or binoculars. Meet at the South Road
Boat Launch, across from Bashakill Vineyards. To register,
call John at (845) 798-8087. For event updates, visit
Catskills Astronomy Club’s Facebook page. Rain date the
following day.

Wood smoke in the air
Brisk wind moves over the water
Stars dazzle above
— Susan Erny

on this first day of autumn. Bring your own vessel and
binoculars. Meet at the South Road Boat Launch. Call
Mike at (845) 754-0743 to register and for more details.

Winter Walk

Saturday, October 26, 10 am
Hike the Shawangunk Ridge with a NY-NJ Trail
Conference Trail Maintainer
Event co-sponsored with Trail Conference. Moderately
difficult hike, lasting 4-5 hours. Wear comfortable sturdy
shoes and bring water, lunch and binoculars. Meet at the
D&H Canal Kiosk at the Pat Moore Memorial Picnic Grove
on Sullivan Street in Wurtsboro. Must register by calling
Paula at (845) 754-0743.

Oh, Winter!

How I resist the winter’s coming
Sun setting in mid-afternoon
Cold seeping into my clothes
So early comes the rising moon

Sunday, November 3, 9 am
Hike the Minisink Trail at Huckleberry State Forest in
the Town of Greenville with Mike Medley
Join Mike on a beautiful 5 mile loop hike on the
Shawangunk Ridge. Wear comfortable sturdy shoes and
bring water and lunch. Bring binoculars. Carpool or travel
in a caravan led by Mike. Meet at South Road fishing
platform (Westbrookville end) at 9:00am. Absolutely must
register for this trip by calling Mike at (845) 754-0743.

Hunters’ guns from dawn to dusk
Sheets of glass form on the Kill
Summer’s birds have long flown south
The blowing wind -a constant chill
The bear sleeps for months on end
The cat curls up in long repose
My bed becomes a mighty magnet
I let it melt my worries and woes

BKAA Action and
Information Alerts

Frigid dark calls for glowing fires
For tea to sip and books to read
The change urges, “Just slow down,
Take this time your soul to feed.”

are sent from the following email address:

libertylithoink@yahoo.com

To ensure that emails reach your Inbox, and not your
junk or spam folder, add this address to your safe
senders list (called ‘whitelisting’).

Your email provider or security service (if you use one)
may have their own instructions for adding an email
address to a whitelist. Look up instructions with the
provider or service you use.

So I yield to wintry lessons
Feeling the fortune of a warm home
Stark white beauty of snowy landscapes:
The perfect setting for writing a poem
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— Susan Erny
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BKAA Jack Orth
Memorial Scholarship

Letter of
Recommendation

Our members will recall that the Jack Orth legacy, left to
the BKAA, was turned over to Sullivan County Community
College (SCCC) in 2003 to fund scholarships in the
environmental sciences. Currently, two majors at SCCC
are involved—Environmental Studies and Green Building
Maintenance and Management. Scholarship recipients
must be matriculated full time in one of these majors with
at least a 3.0 grade point average.

I am writing this letter of support for Enrique Castro (Ricky).
Ricky is a first year Green Building AAS student. I am the
Associate Professor in two of Ricky’s green building
classes and his advisor. I have witnessed Ricky working
hard to learn about the state of our environment. I have
found that he brings many life experiences to the class
discussions and his passion for protecting the environment
is very much evident and in line with your mission “...to
protect the Basha Kill wetlands and surrounding area from
ecological degradation, to promote education and respect
for the environment in general and to preserve the beauty
of the area.”

Marcia Briggs Wallace

To the Basha Kill Area Association:

I am informed by Kathy Scullion, Instructional Assistant,
Division of Science, Technology, and Mathematics at
SCCC, that Enrique Castro, a freshman in the Green
Building Maintenance and Management major, has been
selected to receive a scholarship. His qualifying essay and
letter of support follow.

Thank you,

Larry Reeger

Sustainability Coordinator

Associate Professor, Sullivan County Community College

Green Building in Sullivan County
Enrique Castro — Jack Orth Memorial Bashakill Scholarship Winner

Every day I attempt to picture my future. I see myself
helping my community and one of the ways I see that being
done is through sustainability. I would like to change not
only the way things are built and powered in the county; I
would like to see a change in the way we think and tackle
problems as well.

While helping renovate bungalow colonies one summer for
work I found a way to mix my passions, helping people and
building with my own two hands. I decided I wanted to go
back to school and learn how I could combine the two. I
started looking into green building programs and schools.
Then in the fall season that followed, along with
instrumental guidance from my girlfriend, I received my high
school equivalency diploma. I took that winter, spring and
summer to save up money for school, and other costs that
went along with no longer being able to work full time. Now
I am a full time student at SUNY Sullivan majoring in Green
Building Maintenance and Management while I also take
environmental science classes. After my two years here I
hope to transfer to Green Mountain College in Vermont.
There I hope I can continue my green building education,
while attempting to take environmental science classes on
the side and get a degree in that as well. However my
ultimate goal is to bring my knowledge back with me to
Sullivan County.

I would like to return to Sullivan County and try to make

changes to the standard of living here. Many times as
money comes into an area and attracts more money, such
as a casino bringing exotic rental cars or jewelry stores, it
forces lower income families from their homes and jobs.
While this does technically improve the standard of living
for the County; it however does not improve the standard of
living for the residents who have lived there.

My hope is once my school education is completed and I
have some field work experience, I can start my own green
building company. Then I would bring it back to Sullivan
County, not just to build brand new super-efficient homes
and install renewable energy sources. There are nearly
seventy-five thousand residents who already live in
inefficient homes. I want to come back and renovate as
many homes as I can to a new standard. As long as our
homes are built inefficiently all of the solar power in the
world won’t matter. We waste about five to thirty percent of
the energy sent to your home from a power plant. This
results in coal, oil and gas being burnt just to make up for
our homes’ construction. I don’t plan on becoming rich this
way, as I’m sure much of the work I do will be government
sponsored through subsidies and similar programs. The
goal here is to show contractors throughout the county and
neighboring ones correct sustainable ways to operate,
while also showing homeowners better ways to save
money and the planet.
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Do You Know a Boy or Girl from 11-17 Years of Age
Who Would Like to Attend an Environmental Camp
for One Week Next Summer?
The Basha Kill Area Association (BKAA) is sponsoring two children for one week each at a
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation Camp during the summer of 2019.
Camp choices include:
Camp Colby (Saranac Lake)
Camp DeBruce (Livingston Manor)
Camp Rushford (Caneadea)
Pack Forest (Warrensburg)

BKAA will pay $300.00 of the total camper’s fee ($350.00) for each child selected.
Primary requirements are that campers be
between 11 and 17 years old and be interested in the outdoors.
Priority will be given to first-time applicants.

Types of Camper Experiences
Campers 11-13 years old
Teen Ecology Camp 14-17 years old

To Apply (Minimum 100 words):

Please have the interested child send us a letter with the following information:
1. Why you are interested in the environment.
2. Your name and names of your parents or guardians.
3. Your address and phone number.
4. The grade you are in and which school you attend.

Send your letter to:

Paula Medley, BKAA President, P.O. Box 1211, Wurtsboro, NY 12790
or email: info@thebashakill.org

We must receive your application by January 15, 2019.
WHO WE ARE:
The BKAA, formed in 1972, has some 800 members who are dedicated to
preserving the wonderful 3,000-plus acres of the BashaKill Wildlife Management Area
and its watershed in the Town of Mamakating, New York.
12
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Elly Knieriemen’s Photographic
Journey Through the Basha Kill
and Shawangunk Ridge

Biodiversity of the Shawangunks
and the Basha Kill
Eileen Rogers

On the splendid autumn morning of September 29th, at
the Mamakating Library, learning center of our
Mamakating community, local educator and photographer
extraordinaire Elly Knieriemen shared her photos and
spoke about the diversity and beauty that make the Basha
Kill a unique Sullivan County and New York State natural
resource.

Alethea Pape

On September 29, the Mamakating Library hosted, “The
Biodiversity of the Shawangunks and the Basha Kill”. This
photography and information event, presented by local
nature photographer Elly Knieriemen, was co-sponsored
by the Basha Kill Area Association (BKAA). Of the 30
attendees, several BKAA members were present,
including President Paula Medley.

Elly told her story of the Basha Kill wetlands and
surrounding Shawangunks through vivid photographic
images. These spanned frozen winter, awakening of
spring, the glory of summer, and colorful autumn. Many
pictures were snapped from her kayak and even her own
yard across the road from the Basha Kill.

After Paula briefly described the BKAA’s history and
mission, Elly began her presentation selecting slides from
her 30-year collection of the Basha Kill’s vast ecosystem.
Attendees viewed images showcasing hundreds of
species in different seasons and life stages. The
Shawangunk Ridge was visible in the background of
some, illustrating how the ridge feeds and maintains the
Basha Kill’s habitat. In an initial slide, several animals
were noted, including a muskrat on a mound of earth and
branches, with wild geese peering from the water. Another
image shows a dragonfly on a dog rose. Most pictures are
close-ups, providing glimpses of life not often seen so,
through Elly’s lens, we can view life forms that otherwise
might go undetected.

Elly’s narrative included images of the plants and animals,
like snakes, insects, and birds comprising the Basha Kill’s
biodiversity, She also provided photos of bear and deer
seen swimming in the marsh. Elly likewise had a shot of a
scarce double rainbow observed over the Basha Kill after
a rainstorm.

There were exquisite photos of eagles, osprey, hawks,
ducks, , heron and many other birds that swoop overhead
or quietly glide across the wetlands. Also depicted were
the most photographed birds at the Basha Kill…. No, not
eagles but rather tree swallows that nest in the bird house
viewed as soon as you park at the Basha Kill South Road
boat launch.

Elly explained how she snaps such close pictures without
disturbing the wildlife. Paddling in a kayak, she scans the
landscape. Staying in the middle of the channel, Elly
zooms in tightly to obtain extreme close-ups, like a comical
eagle looking directly into the camera in a challenging,
territorial way. Maintaining her kayak’s position also keeps
Elly at a safe distance from trees on the water’s edge that
may fall. As she explained her method of photographing,
it was clear how Elly decreased her impact on the wetland
while spending significant time benefiting from this
resource.

The Basha Kill is a birders’ paradise and one of many
slides catching my interest was of a mourning dove
peacefully asleep in one of the hemlock’s surrounding
Elly’s yard. Elly’s tale was that her family urged chopping
down the hemlocks to allow an unobstructed view of the
Bashakill. But, Elly refused. Subsequently, I realized from
Elly’s account and the dove image that if those trees had
been removed that dove and various birds roosting there
would no longer have a protected habitat. Turkeys, other
birds and rodents arriving at Elly’s feeders would also lose
the security and protection those trees afforded. So,
effects of a seemingly small act of landscape altering could
have endless negative consequences for the entire food
chain. The results of mankind’s actions must be carefully
examined to preserve the marvelous Bashakill Wildlife
Management Area.

All life contributes and benefits from each other in the
Basha Kill. Birds, insects, fish, mammals, flora, fauna,
reptiles, amphibians, and old growth forests are observed
thriving in these photographs. We were also reminded of
our own “biodiversity” as visitors to this unique resource.
Fishermen, hunters, bird-watchers, hikers all frequently
enjoy the Basha Kill. The list of recreational users is
almost as varied as the ecosystem visited. Unfortunately,
helicopters and drones also occasionally share this space
and may scare away eagles and other wildlife.

Elly’s pictorial story spoke volumes about the Basha Kill
as a place to breathe deeply and to feel the beauty and
peace of a unique, unspoiled natural setting.

Ending this delightfully educational presentation, Elly’s
closing message to the audience was: “Protect the land,
the air, the water and all species that inhabit the Basha Kill
… Rise up, act and make a difference.”
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Throughout Elly’s program, each slide was explained and
defined along with the situation resulting in its image.
Photos of a swimming bear and raccoon furnished
unexpected scenes. BKAA members also contributed
information for some pictures. Further identification of
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All Photos by Eleanor Knieriemen
Road Lily
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Mushrooms along
South Road
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Turtles on the
Basha Kill

Button Bush at
the boat launch

Road Lily

Pennsylvania
Smartweed
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Ridgetop Lakes Conservancy, Inc.:

A New BKAA
Environmental Partner

Winter 2018-19

Alva Jones

Several years ago, I watched a film entitled 'Crossing
Delancy'; it followed a young woman in NYC over the
course of a day during which she encountered old friends,
made new acquaintances, observed certain things afresh,
and came to know herself better.........all on Delancy Street.
I can't help comparing her experience with what I believe
people find on our Haven Road.

Cathy Dawkins

The BKAA has worked diligently over the years to fight
inappropriate development in the Harlan Swamp area and
associated parcels. Most recently, this has involved
concerns with China City and its successor - Thompson
Education Center (TEC).

Haven is unique in a number of ways. It is our window onto
the three thousand plus acre preserve, The Bashakill
Wildlife Management Area.The Wetlands were initially
created by blocking of the Basha Kill by the annual spring
flooding of the Pine Kill which ran into it at a right angle
farther south in Westbrookville. For years, the locals who
did subsistence farming on the land running along either
side of the Basha Kill would clear the Westbrookville
blockage to drain the otherwise flooded lands which were
needed to raise their crops.

Now we have a new partner assisting with these efforts Ridgetop Lakes Conservancy, Inc. (RLC). This spring, RLC
was formed with a mission “to protect and preserve the
natural environment of the Shawangunk and Mount
Prosper ridge top and surrounding areas by land
acquisition and promoting conservation through
educational programs and seminars.” In furtherance of their
mission, RLC aims to support, assist, and collaborate with
existing environmental advocacy groups in our community
and to build strength through unity among those advocating
for protection and conservation of the many freshwater
lakes in the Shawangunk and Mount Prosper region. RLC
does not compete with these groups.

There were no food markets; each settlement had its own
dairy animals, sawmill, blacksmith, gristmill, all necessary
to sustain life. The rich lands adjacent to the Basha Kill,
with their annual flooding, were needed by local farmers
to raise their crops. With arrival of paved roads and the
railroad, things changed. Formerly unattainable goods
could now be had. The Pine Kill blockage was no longer
cleared, and thus the Bashakill Wildlife Management Area
as we know it today was formed and was subsequently
declared a protected area.

RLC has discussed, as a long-term goal, acquisition of the
buffer property between the northern end of Yankee Lake
and Harlan Swamp. This would end further overdevelopment plans, unrealistic marketing efforts,
behind-the-scene changes, and false opportunities.

This past summer, RLC sponsored a presentation by our
friends at “Ravensbeard.” This was held at Yankee Lake
Preservation Association’s clubhouse at 192 Yankee Lake
Road on Mount Prosper in the Town of Mamakating. The
event was free and open to the public. Additionally, RLC
provided educational materials to the Shawangunk and
Mount Prosper water managers on ways to prevent
introduction of invasive species.

At this point, you might ask, "Well what does this all have
to do with Delancy Street?" It is this: I have almost always
observed when crossing Haven, the unique way in which
people relate to one another, along its span, and especially
at the bridge. Drivers passing across and walkers going by

CROSSING HAVEN continued on page 17

RLC is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization, pending IRS
approval status, run 100% by volunteers and pays no
salaries or bonuses to staff. For more information about
RLC
take
a
look
at
their
website:
www.ridgetoplakesconservancy.org

KNIERIEMEN continued from page 13

native and invasive plants was offered by participants.
Several flowering plants, including pond lilies and
milkweed, were discussed as we gazed at them. After the
presentation, audience members could choose a postcard
sized photo from Elly’s diverse portfolio.

Ridgetop Lakes Conservancy, Inc.
Post Office Box 568
Wurtsboro, NY 12790-0568

Postscript:
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Alethea Pape is a Sullivan County freelance writer. She
has written for Yahoo! Associated Content and
Examiner.com. She holds a BFA in both film and art
therapy from the University of the Arts. Alethea covers
topics such as history, life science, and technical arts. She
is available for work in both freelance writing and
secondary research.
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New York State Outdoor
Education Association
(NYSOEA) Visits the Bashakill
Wildlife Management Area

we toured Bashakill Vineyards. Throughout, weather was
perfect, water was high, and everyone had a great time. I
remember the professor stating while on the water, “Where
are all the houses? This place looks and feels like a
National Park.” Living in Wurtsboro, I believe we often take
the Bashakill for granted. Therefore, it was a pleasure to
share this gem with New York State outdoor educators,
most visiting for the first time.

Tom Smith, Wurtsboro, NY

The 50th anniversary conference of NYSOEA was held at
Greenkill Outdoor Education Center, located at the New
York YMCA Camp in Huguenot, NY from September 20 23, 2018. As part of the event, we led two 3 hour kayak
trips on the Bashakill. Greenkill provided the kayaks.
Educators leading the outings included Mike Medley,
Basha Kill Area Association (BKAA), Scott Graber
(BKAA), Tom Smith (Outdoor Educator/Taxidermist), John
Stowell (NYS Parks), and Snapper Petta (SUNY Oneonta).
We guided 31 professional educators from throughout New
York State, as well as a Professor of Outdoor and
Environmental Education from Montreat College in North
Carolina. During two days, we saw mature and immature
eagles, osprey, merlin, great blue herons, coopers hawks,
mallards, teal, wood ducks, and a flock of blue jays. On
Friday, we finished with a tour and talk from Mike at
Mamakating’s Environmental/Education Center. Saturday

CROSSING HAVEN continued from page 16

wave to one another, or strike up conversations with others,
in a way not usual on Route 209! I think this behavior
comes from a universal delight in being part of a valley
which, under different circumstances, might have been an
industrial park or a mall. It is an implied and often directly
expressed sharing of, "How lucky we are to have all this!"

Of an evening, people, some as far away as Middletown
and Ellenville, come here to walk, to fish, smell the fresh air,
observe unique plants, geese, and listen to the calls of
bullfrogs or cries of red-winged blackbirds. Spring and fall
migrations offer chances to observe different bird species.
Where else could such gifts be given us?

The different seasons reveal changes the Basha Kill has to
offer. Fall flaunts the glorious colors of a large variety of
indigenous trees. Winter clears the stream of its vegetation,
and a large lake is revealed; ice forms and the valley is yet
again transformed. Come spring, we watch the unfurling of
new pale green leaves. Summer provides sightings of baby
deer, fledgling geese and their parents.

About NYSOEA

The New York State Outdoor Education Association
(NYSOEA) is
the
professional
membership
organization supporting outdoor and environmental
education and interpretive services in New York State
since 1968.

For an individual, this connection with nature, unfailing in its
consistency, offers quiet comfort in times of trouble or loss;
it can be a place to be alone, to feel the changing emotions
which life's events can bring. I remember walking Haven
Road after losing a loved one; it was a perfect place to cry,
out there in nature where I was reminded that life is change
and loss. I learned that I was a survivor, part of the human
family.

Contact

NY State Outdoor Education Association, Inc.
Department of Recreation, Parks and Leisure Studies
NYSOEA Office Manager
2213 Professional Studies Building
PO Box 2000, Cortland, NY 13045-0900
Phone: 607.591.6422
Fax: 607.753.5982
Email: nysoea@gmail.com

Each person we meet on Haven Road, different as we may
be from one another, has their own story; we may not share
them, but we do have one thing in common: We have given
ourselves the awesome gift of crossing Haven.

Annual NYSOEA Conference Co-Chair Message
(Editor’s Note: The following was printed
Conference’s 50th Anniversary booklet.)

in

the

From the beginning of time people had witnessed the
beauty of sunrise and gazed as a full moon crested the
horizon. But In 1968, when NYSOEA was born, we were
shown a new perspective unlike any before. Thanks to
Apollo 8, our perspective was forever changed when we
witnessed—Earthrise. The astronauts showed us the
beauty of the earth as it rose over the lunar horizon, its
biomes in full chromatic color, hanging on nothing—a

reverse perspective with profound impact.

To have perspective requires people and to share it
provides possibility. As we reflect on the memory of that far
away view and the past vision, we realize the continued
necessity of getting close-up and are challenged to bring
“it” live as folks drift into the ‘extinction of experience’ and
virtual reality. NYSOEA in 1968 was the promise of a
possibility, and in 2018 it provides the possibility of promise.
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New York-New Jersey Trail
Conference and BKAA
Sponsor Shawangunk Ridge
Trail Hike

NYSOEA MESSAGE continued from page 17

Almost two years ago we began our conversations on what
we envisioned for these four days now upon us. Milestones
carry the purpose of reflecting and refocusing. How were
we to do this? What was important at NYSOEA’s 50 year
mark? What was NYSOEA’s legacy past and legacy
future?

Frank Coviello

Outdoor Education—all that is best taught outdoors should
be taught outdoors. This was not a new concept, but in
1968 a group of educators recognized “it” as a truly
necessary profession. They came together and formed the
first of its kind in New York, an association of people
committed to outdoor education and the story it tells. Our
legacy past and future is just that, the people who interpret
the story.

October 20, 2018

As with many earlier BKAA sponsored trips I have
experienced, our guide, Soña Mason, was a
knowledgeable naturalist and described various flora and
fauna. Unique this time, however, was our leader’s
familiarity with the Shawangunk Ridge trail system,
something I had not previously encountered. As West
Hudson Program Coordinator and trail maintainer for the
New York-New Jersey Trail Conference, Soña explained
the process of planning trails, acquiring land and/or owner
permission for hikers to cross private property if necessary,
and trail maintaining. In fact, during our outing, she
performed trail upkeep, sometimes with assistance from
maintainer Howie Cohen. For instance, when a shrub
branch obscured views of the next trail marker, Soña cut a
portion of the branch to restore a direct line of sight to that
marker and did it without creating an eye hazard for hikers!
Another time, Soña and Howie removed a branch which
partially obstructed the path itself.

This association, so conceived, was to be a community
where outdoor educators could learn “it”, live “it”, and pay
“it” forward. Every outdoor experience shares part of a
greater story and we are the storytellers. The theme is our
responsibility. Refining accuracy as we learn it, sensitizing
attitudes to live it, and promoting action to pay it forward,
depends on people. This conference, in our minds, had to
be about people who have brought and continue to bring
the story—the founders, the pioneers, the mentors, the
partners, the workers, the youth, the students.

In pulling together what we hope is a memorable event, we
focused on you—an eclectic mix of generations, of
professionals past, present and future. We designed
opportunities for conversation, discussion, encouragement,
and celebration combined with the outdoor learning
synonymous with NYSOEA.

The Shawangunk Ridge Trail (SRT) begins at High Point
State Park, New Jersey and runs 71 miles northward
mostly along the dramatic Ridge to Rosendale (part of it
traverses the Bashakill Wildlife Management Area). We
certainly did not hike the entire trail, only a small portion
from the VFW in Wurtsboro to the Ridge behind Kohl’s
Distribution Center on Route 209. Round trip was about 3
hours.

Reach out and meet each others, connect with a different
generation, form a network. For it is the people who make
a viable and worthy association (careful, though, we both
met our spouses through NYSOEA!)

We are excited to have the celebration of 50 years of the
NYSOEA vision hosted on property set aside 100 years
ago in 1918 for outdoor experience. We are indebted to all
who worked on this year’s committee with sincere
commitment to this association of people and to our
profession.

During our hike, I noted that the forest was beautiful but
not as colorful as I had hoped for in late October. We
stopped at a spectacular lookout point above Kohl’s for
views of western Sullivan County. Red Oaks, White Oaks,
and Chestnut trees were observed but, unfortunately, the
Chestnuts had succumbed to an airborne bark fungus, an
invasive species from Asia. We also saw Nuthatches,
Chickadees, and Sparrows foraging for food.

Enjoy the conference, explore the outdoors and the
perspective, promise, and possibility of all the people
gathered.

The SRT co-aligns with the more extensive Long Path for
most of the southern Gunks (Guymard Turnpike to Sam’s
Point). Extending 358 miles from the 175th Street Subway
Station in New York City to John Boyd Thatcher State Park
near Albany, the Long Path is a vital thread connecting
many New York parks, preserves, and state forests.

Celebrate success,
Seek significance,

Nancy Reichert & Flo Mauro
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For information on the Trail Conference, contact Soña
Mason at smason@nynjtc.org or (201) 512-9348 ext. 816.
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COME HELL OR HIGH WATER

scanned the northernmost point of our trip for osprey to no
avail. Also absent from observation was the usually
omnipresent Canada geese for reasons that are unclear.

BKAA Basha Kill Paddle
Lifts All Boats
Fred Feibusch

What’s your definition of “hell on earth?” Our current toxic
political divide? Unsettled weather patterns that appear to
disrespect the seasonal norms? Reports of floating oceanic
islands of microplastic the size of Texas? A sense of dread
about our collective future on this planet? For me it’s all of
the above. But personally, nothing is more restorative than
immersing myself in a natural environment and appreciating
the gifts that we can still enjoy.

So with these weighty thoughts in the back of my mind, I
lashed my Old Town Discovery canoe to my Toyota Prius
for the first time in about fifteen years for the September
29th BKAA Fall 2018 Paddle. I used to be a frequent
paddler on the Basha Kill, fishing for pickerel, bullheads and
the elusive largemouth bass. But having caught the fly
fishing bug over twenty years ago, it’s been much easier to
slip into a pair of waders and boots and stalk the wily trout
of the Neversink River and our local small creeks (which
will remain un-named).

Mike shared some of the geologic and human history of the
Basha Kill, revealing that at one point it was drained and
farmed. But clearly the watershed of the Shawangunk
Valley eventually reclaimed it as a vital component of
ecological balance. Thank you to New York State for
preserving this amazing and unique resource and to the
BKAA and other environmental advocates for protecting it
from potential threats.
After taking out our boats and securing them to our
vehicles, all paddlers dispersed with the exception of a few
of us who enjoyed the offerings of the Bashakill Vinyard,
conveniently located across from the South Road boat
launch. Restored, rejuvenated and motivated, I’ll continue
to do my part to support and protect our environmental
treasures. The Old Town Discovery is now stored in the
garage rafters awaiting another BKAA paddle.

With unusually heavy rainfall for late summer and early fall,
the Neversink was unwadeable and the local creeks offcolor, so why not join Mike Medley, outdoor educator, and
Scott Graber, resident birder, for a group paddle. With
Mike, Scott and passenger Jeanne from Barryville in the
Mother Ship (another Old Town canoe); there were
kayakers Pat from Roscoe; Tad from Salt Point; Ryan,
Cathy and Conrad from Clark, N.J.; Irene, Steve and
Stessa (Brittany spaniel) from Spring Glen; Bill from
Phillipsport; Nancy from Bullville; and of course the two
Freds, me and my fishing buddy, another Fred from New
City. All came for a single unified pursuit: common ground
or should I say, common water.

Our flotilla of eleven boats launched in the high waters of
the Basha Kill that more closely resembled the levels of
early spring. With Haven Road flooded, we had to access
the South Road boat launch from Wurtsboro or
Westbrookville. But the Basha Kill took the heavy rain in
stride. With the sun brightening, we could easily navigate
through the lilies, reeds and marsh grass until we arrived at
the main channel. The wetland was doing its job as nature
intended by absorbing the rainwater of the last several
weeks.

The Basha Kill offered up a variety of bird sightings: several
great blue herons on the wing, a harrier hawk, many
mallard, black and wood ducks with a few quick looks at
blue wing teals, a couple of turkey vultures over the western
ridge and a pair of bald eagles, possibly a nesting pair. We
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My New Kayak Enables More
Basha Kill Adventures
Bill Lucas

My new kayak has opened up my appreciation for the
serenity and wonder of our Basha wetland. When actually
on the water, there is always something causing me to
pause and appreciate, a patch of white and yellow
blossoming lily pads, a bank of red smartweed or just a
luminous cloud pattern on the water’s surface. Another
treat is meeting fellow boaters to share special birding,
fishing, or floating experiences. Many types enjoy the
Basha, old, young, serious or casual, groups with colorful
headgear to be noticed, and everyone friendly. It is great
stuff in all kinds of weather and at various hours and, with
all this season’s rain, the channel is deep and navigation
smooth.
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Paddling Their Way
to New Basha Kill
Experiences

Outdoor Educators
Photos by Tom Smith

Bill Lucas

Photos by Bill Lucas
Duck Blind
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Great Blue Heron
Taking Flight
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More Paddling . . .
BKAA Canoe / Kayak Trip
Photos by Fred Feibusch

Conrad is camera
shy. Mom is not.
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“High Points”

Roger B. Swain
(Editor’s Note: The following is a personal favorite,
highlighting why we “fight the good fight.” )

A thin mantle of gritty soil partially covered the rough, gray
granite ledges of the low hill and provided roothold for sweet
fern, goldenrod, and New England asters. Patches of thinstemmed grass and blueberry bushes spread across the
open summit. To the east, looking out over the tops of the
scrub oaks and chokecherries below, you could see the city
sprawled in the sunlight and, beyond, the bright water of the
harbor and the hazy silhouettes of islands in the distance. A
hundred feet overhead a red-tailed hawk regularly circled,
its eyes sharp for snakes.

The blueberries, growing in a dense copse underfoot, were
the low-bush kind, with the succulent, light-blue fruit. In
season whole families and their dogs hiked up on Saturday
afternoons, bringing baskets and buckets. Children who
were too young to travel under their own power rode on their
father’s backs. Deposited in the middle of a particularly good
patch while others picked, many of these youngest got their
first taste of the great outdoors. And in the process the hilltop
was indelibly stamped on their psyches as the purple stains
on their clothing.

The hill still exists, but its presence is better in memory. Many
years ago someone claimed the ground by building a house
on the very top. Others followed immediately. The shortage
of water and surfeit of rock that had kept away permanent
residents for centuries were in the end conquered by iron
pipe and dynamite. Surveyors sliced the land into lots,
bulldozers made short work of the boulders and the
blueberries. A maze of dead-end streets was laid out and
lined with contemporary homes, each with its lawn on
imported topsoil, each with a slick black drive and multi-car
garage. The hawk is gone now, and the people who once
picked blueberries under his supervision are none of them
young.

For Sale signs appear up there from time to time. The view
is still a big selling point for the homes and prospective
buyers gaze out over the housetops below, pointing out the
sea to one another. But the hill is only a fraction of what it
once was and the view has also depreciated.

By now most of us are accustomed to witnessing local hills
engulfed by the human tide. Subdivisions seem to settle on
summits like seagulls on pilings. We might grieve more over
the loss of our childhood haunts but for the discovery of more
distant peaks. By the time the hills of first memory are built
over we have moved on to higher, wilder ranges. There we
can keep close company with clouds or walk in the preserves
of ancient gods or watch as climbers with a sure grip on rock
and fear mount the most forbidding pinnacles of all.

Why should we be drawn to heights? Our reasons are

elusive and varied. Sir Edmund Hillary was being flippant
when he replied to a reporter’s question about why he
climbed Mount Everest with “Because it was there.” If any
single cause unites us it is the sanctuary that high points
offer, an escape from the leaking gutter, the opinion poll, the
leveraged buyout. From the top the world falls away. This
same serenity extends even to those who contemplate
mountains from below. “Mountains are the beginning and the
end of all natural scenery,” wrote John Ruskin, England’s first
professor of art. They catch the last rays of sunlight, the first
snows of winter. Even from a distance. they are a tranquil
sight, soothing and calming, and relaxing us all.

The Japanese, connoisseurs of landscapes, have learned to
see snow-capped mountains covered with mist and dotted
with small caves in single stones called suiseki. Someday
we too may have to find solace in such tight quarters. But
for now lower powers of magnification suffice. Anyone, young
or old, can turn a small hill into a large mountain. AII that is
required is an empty summit and imagination. With no sure
measure of scale beyond variable rocks and trees, distances
and heights can be enlarged at will. Ledges become
escarpments; crevices, canyons.
What is lost when a ski-lift, a microwave tower, or a house is
built on a hilltop is this freedom of perspective. With a
yardstick to measure things by we are forced to accept the
dimensions of reality. Buildings, however utilitarian, don‘t
simply occupy wild ground; they fetter its spirit.

The more concentrated our population, the more precious
the remaining unoccupied and unharnessed heights. As a
guide to their care we might do well to borrow from technical
rock climbers, men and women who climb near-vertical rock
faces with the assistance of ropes. Years ago these ropes
were clipped to pitons, metal ringbolts hammered into cracks
in the rock. In many instances the pitons were left in the cliff,
where they served not only as a constant reminder that the
face had already been climbed but as a route map as well.

Today climbers practice what they call “clean climbing,” a
technique pioneered by the British some twenty-five years
ago on some of the more overused mountains in Wales.
Instead of being attached with pitons, ropes are threaded
through loops or slings that hang from small chunks of metal.
These chunks are wedged into crevices where they will bear
the climber’s weight, but can be removed easily when the
last climber on the rope passes by. The result is a rock face
as clean as the glaciers left it.
Let us try this ourselves, not just on distant peaks or in
national parks, but on those small hills near home, the ones
that we grew up on, the ones that we will die looking out
upon. We have become masters of topography. We can
rearrange the landscape to suit our fancy, and we can build
wherever we please. But having learned to move mountains,
we should not forget that mountains still have the power to
move us.
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Gardening for Wildlife

mulching, adding compost and using organic fertilizers.

Pat Cocot

(Editor’s Note: This article was first published in the Fall,
2018 Sullivan County Audubon Society’s newsletter,
“Warblings.”)

Not long ago, you could walk outside on a summer day and
hear the buzz of insects and see the bees flitting from flower
to flower. Today, however, that noise is growing quieter. In
2017, British, German and Dutch scientists released a
report of a twenty-seven year study of insect-trapping data.
Between 1989 and 2016 they discovered a 76% decline in
the abundance of flying insects - from butterflies and moths
to wild bees and hoverflies.

Some of us are not crazy about insects and consider many
of them to be nuisances. Their decline, however, is bad
news for all other animal species including humans. Nearly
40% of all the animal species on our planet are herbivorous
insects. They convert plants into food, in the form of
themselves, for all other species to eat. Birds, reptiles,
amphibians and other creatures depend on them for their
survival.

Having a love for wildlife and the desire to protect it along
with our natural resources, we should all be trying to help
reduce insect decline. There are many ways that we can
accomplish this in our own back yards and gardens.

Recognize that insect activity is a good thing. Only a small
percentage of insects and fungi are pests; most species are
beneficial.

Accept a certain level of damage and realize that trying to
have complete control over nature is unrealistic and
“unfriendly” to our environment.

Grow more plants that are native to the area in which we
live and research which ones are resistant to common pest
and disease problems.

Care for the soil as strong, healthy plants growing in good
soil are able to fight off disease. Soil can be improved by

Basha Kill

FUN
FACTS

Change your garden-watering habits. This may eliminate
some diseases. You can reduce the amount of water or try
watering in the morning so that the soil will dry by nightfall.

Early detection is a good way to prevent a pest problem.
This year I noticed that my Asiatic lilies were getting chewed
up by a small red beetle. I found that it is called the lily
beetle which can make short work of the Asiatic lily. Some
people actually dug up their lilies and got rid of them, but I
was not willing to do that. The best way to get rid of them
was to inspect the plants daily and remove the beetles by
hand. This actually worked, eventually there were no more
of them and I had beautiful lilies.
If you can identify the insect it will be a big help—will it
cause damage or is it beneficial? Some insects can simply
be blasted off the plant with a strong stream of water. You
can make your own sprays from chili powder, garlic,
eucalyptus, etc.

To repel insects a good method is to use horticultural oil
which suffocates soft bodied insects but it does need to be
sprayed directly on the pests. It has no negative effects on
beneficial insects, bees, birds or soil organisms. Neem oil
is a good product and helps to disrupt insect development.
I have been using neem oil which is a fungicide, miticide
and insecticide. This product can be used up to day of
harvest and is suitable for organic gardening. You still need
to read all the labels as I discovered that it can be harmful
to bees that are directly exposed to it so you should not
spray it when bees are active.
Two online sites with more information are
https://meckbirds.org/backyard/pdfs/healthy.pdf.
the
National Audubon Society’s chart “Guide for a Healthy Yard
and Beyond” and the National Wildlife site at
www.nwf.org/garden/history

Happy gardening and may we try to make a difference for
the betterment of our planet and all the creatures on it
including ourselves and our families.

Vegetation in the southern marsh is dominated by soft-stemmed plants —
native swamp loosestrife, pickerelweed, smartweed and many rushes and
sedges. The northern reaches are home to a red maple swamp. In the
woods around the Kill, lots of apple trees survive, both wild and planted
by Native Americans and European settlers. But the dominant lowland
species are maple, oak, birch and hickory. Up slope of the Shawangunks
are many beech, lots of chestnut oak, with occasional patches of white
pine and hemlock providing winter cover, rising to the ridge with its scrub
oak, pitch pine and blueberry. Dominant shrubs are alder, dogwood,
blueberry, buttonbush and witch hazel. There is a wonderful variety of
ferns and mosses, and over 200 species of wildflower have been listed so
far in our on-going effort to catalog them.
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Photo by
Soña Mason

Shawangunk
Ridge Adventure
Soña Mason
conducting trail
maintenance.
Photos by
Frank Coviello

Lichen on Shawnagunk Conglomerate.
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Sullivan 180’s Healthy
Living Festival

Sandi Rowland, Executive Director, Sullivan 180

On September 23, Sullivan 180 held its first “Healthy Living
Festival” on the campus of SUNY Sullivan. The purpose of
the festival was to motivate and inspire the public to adopt
healthier lifestyles. Over three hundred participants had the
opportunity to learn about local resources for healthier
lifestyles, attend a variety of “hands on” workshops, and
enjoy a fun filled day with their families. There were
activities for all age groups from children through seniors.
Workshops included: cooking demonstrations, meditation,
dance fitness, sound healing, community acupuncture, tai
chi, financial literacy, and cyberbullying among others. Over
40 exhibitors (including the Basha Kill Area Association)
provided valuable information on their services. Exhibitors
offered health screenings, flu shots, and the popular
“smoothie bike” where participants could pedal power the
smoothie making blender. Hudson River Healthcare and
ArchCare brought mobile vans for more comprehensive
health and dental screenings.

Outdoors, there were several family oriented activities. The
main stage featured live music throughout the day as well
as demonstrations from the Ayo Jam Warrior Kids program
and the Moo Duk Kwan martial arts academy. Also on hand
was the Delaware Valley Raptor Center’s presentation
featuring birds of prey. The “Arrive Alive” driving simulator
offered young adults a chance to simulate impaired driving
in a safe environment and experience first hand the
potential consequences from texting and driving or driving

while under the influence of drugs or alcohol. Officer Martin
Gonzalez from the Fallsburg Police Department led a
bicycle safety rodeo for children. All participants received
brand new bike helmets compliments of Jeff Bank and
Crystal Run Healthcare and four lucky children received
brand new bikes compliments of WalMart. Food vendors
provided healthy and delicious options.

The day kicked off with a dynamic keynote presentation on
“Healthy Living Through Movement” by Dr. Lee W. Jones.
Dr. Jones, from Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center
in New York City, is a nationally renowned speaker and
researcher on the connection between activity and good
health. He started his presentation by showing the audience
latest figures on obesity and poor health in the U.S., New
York and finally Sullivan County. He made a compelling
case that lack of exercise in our modern lives is obesity.
Lack of exercise has a direct impact on our health and
contributes to a host of common chronic conditions. It is
also a major risk factor for development of many types of
cancer. The cure? More movement. In his talk, he included
sample exercise and movement plans for everyone. He
also brought heart monitors which were given out to
attendees.
The event was sponsored with support from Catskill
Regional Medical Center, Catholic Charities Community
Services, Crystal Run Healthcare, Fidelis Care, Gerry
Foundation, Jeff Bank, Rolling V Bus Corporation, Sullivan
County Democrat, Sullivan Renaissance, SUNY Sullivan,
The Center for Discovery, Times Herald Record, Touro
College and We Care Transportation.

Sullivan 180 plans to make the Festival an annual event.
Stay tuned for details in 2019.

Visit to a Warming Alaska
Gil Kulick

As the old Broadway tune goes, “On a clear day you can
see forever.” In Alaska, the local version is “On a clear day,
you can see Mount Denali” (formerly Mt. McKinley). Those
days, it turns out, are pretty rare –- only about eight
cloudless ones during the brief Alaskan summer. On a
recent nineteen-day trip to Alaska and Canada's Yukon
Territory, my partner Anita and I were lucky to be on an
excursion to the magnificent Denali National Park on one of
those days and were treated to an unobscured panoramic
view of Mt. Denali, the highest peak in North America, in its
full 20,310-foot majesty. The sight so excited even our
long-experienced guide that you'd think he had personally
arranged it.

That unforgettable spectacle was just one of many
attractions of the USA's largest by far and most sparsely

populated state. It also gave us a glimpse of the insidious
damage being inflicted on the state's largely pristine
environment by global warming. Due to steadily rising
temperatures, at more than twice the pace of the Lower
Forty-Eight, for example, the glaciers that formerly clad
most of Denali's upper reaches, as well as the thousandplus glaciers throughout the state, are receding visibly year
by year.
We encountered a dramatic first-hand instance of this on
an excursion to the Mendenhall Glacier, near Alaska's
capital, Juneau. Anita had visited the site on a previous trip
to Alaska some twenty years ago and was shocked when
she realized that the observation point where we were
standing, now a mile from the face of the glacier, had been
under the ice when she visited the site on her previous
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Autumn Hike on
Huckleberry Ridge
Nancy Duvinski

in late summer/fall.

November 4, 2018

What a beautiful day for a hike! After so much rain this year,
we finally had the perfect day.

Mike Medley, who led the hike for the BKAA, gathered the
group of 12 excited hikers at the trailhead in Port Jervis,
New York. Huckleberry Ridge is located in the
southernmost sector of the Shawangunk Ridge in New York
State near the New Jersey/Pennsylvania border. This
adventure was the last hike of the BKAA season; and
everyone was ready to go.

It is always a pleasure to go on a hike with Mike. He knows
the trails well and shares a wealth of information that you
would not learn if hiking alone. He has the insider scoop
from years of experience. As we traveled down the trail
following the yellow markers, Mike was asked about a plant
with red berries. He told us that it was a Teaberry plant
(American wintergreen). It brought back memories of
Teaberry Gum in the pink package. Most all of us
remembered this gum! The leaves and branches of this
plant also make a fine herbal tea.

Every turn brought a new insight! Mushrooms were our next
discovery. Hen of the Woods mushrooms grow in clusters
at the base of trees, particularly oaks. The Japanese name
for this mushroom is Maitake. It is edible and can be found

ALASKA continued from page 25

journey.

The three days we spent in the Yukon afforded other
examples of the menacing effects of climate change, as
well as the destructive impact of wanton human activity.
Our traverse of the Yukon followed the route taken 120
years ago by tens of thousands of “stampeders,” drawn,
through incredible hardship (temperatures as low as -60
degrees), by the prospect of great riches from the lode of
gold discovered in 1897 at the confluence of the Yukon and
Klondike Rivers. Unfortunately, by the time most of these
would-prospectors reached their destination, they found the
gold-bearing tracts either already claimed or played out,
and most of them returned to the U.S. empty-handed.
Within five years the Klondike Gold Rush was over and
some of the fortune seekers moved on to new strikes in
Alaska. They left behind the remnants of Dawson City, a
settlement of 30,000 people that had sprung up from
nothing in three years and was abandoned equally
precipitously as a virtual ghost town once gold fever
passed. An additional legacy was thousands of acres of
mostly streamside land scarred by headlong efforts to

Winter 2018-19

Mike also talked about lightning on the ridge. Symptoms of
lightning damage to a tree can vary greatly. A tree struck
by lightning can appear to be perfectly normal immediately
following a strike. Other struck trees can explode or burst
into flames. In some cases it is easy to diagnose lightning
damage on a tree. Lightning can often strip off the bark in
a spiral fashion. Other times when lightning hits a tree, the
tree may initially appear normal, but soon dies.
But the forest is resilient. We saw new growth that is adding
its signature to the landscape.

Mike, with the help of John Kocijanski, our dedicated
sweeper, did an amazing job of keeping our group together
as we reached the summit of our hike, where we decided
to enjoy our lunches. From this vantage point we savored
views of New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania.
After lunch, we continued to loop back to the trailhead on
the red trail. We stopped to look out at High Point, the
highest point in New Jersey.

It was 46 degrees at the start of our 5 mile hike; and most
of us were warmly dressed. By the time we finished, layers
of clothes had disappeared into backpacks or were tied
around waists.

Even though it was Daylight Savings Time, there was still
plenty of time left to go to the Potato Festival, rake leaves
or simply rest!

This is a hike you do not want to miss. Make sure you put
it on your calendar for next year!
extract gold, heedless of the environmental destruction it
wrought whose impact is still visible.
Surviving is a greatly downsized Dawson City (pop. 2,000),
many of whose original wooden buildings have been
restored as a charming Canadian national park. Although
apparently thriving as a tourist attraction, Dawson is facing
a modern-day threat posed by a warming climate. Like
many other settlements in the subarctic region, the town is
built on permafrost – a layer of soil several feet below the
surface that has been frozen solid year-round for thousands
of years. As the temperatures rise, the permafrost is
beginning to melt, causing some of Dawson's less solidly
built structures to subside and tilt at crazy angles until they
collapse. Some Native villages at higher latitudes are liable
to disappear altogether.

Although the fabulous gold rush now seems like ancient
history, gold mining on a much smaller scale, using modern
extraction techniques, still brings in millions of dollars to the
Alaskan economy. As an economic force it has been
replaced by fishing and a much less glamorous and
environmentally threatening industry – oil -- which is now
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Huckleberry Ridge Outing

All Photos by
Renée Zernitsky
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Catskills Astronomy Club Conducts
Starwatch at the Basha Kill
John Kocijanski

A window of fairly clear skies allowed the Starwatch at the
Basha Kill with the Catskills Astronomy Club to be held on
the evening of September 12th at the boat launch off South
Road. Approximately 30 people attended including three
astronomy club members. Two telescopes were present
to show off the night sky. Soon after sunset those who
attended were treated to great views of the first crescent
moon, Mars, and Saturn. The cratered surface of the moon
and rings of Saturn were distinctly visible through the
telescopes. Faint, dark surface areas could be seen on
Mars. As the skies darkened the double stars Albireo in
the constellation Cygnus, Mizar in the constellation Ursa
Major, and Achird in the constellation Cassiopiea were
observed. Mizar is a double star system in the bend of the
handle of the Big Dipper in Ursa Major. Some observers
were able to notice the blue/orange colors of Albireo and
the orange/yellow colors of Achird. Eventually the skies
became dark enough to observe a few deep sky objects
including the globular star cluster M13 (the Great Cluster)
in the constellation Hercules and M57 (the Ring Nebula) in
constellation Lyra. Observers saw the myriad of stars in
the Great Cluster and the faint doughnut shape of the Ring
Nebula. The Great Cluster contains thousands of old stars
that are gravitationally bound to each other in a spherical
shape. It is found at a distance of approximately 25,000
light years from Earth in the halo of our Milky Way galaxy.
The Ring Nebula is the gaseous remnant of a dying sun
sized star referred to as a planetary nebula. It has a
distance of 1400 light years from Earth and has a true
shape of a cylinder with a white dwarf star in the center.
Another highlight of the evening was seeing the
International Space Station pass through the southern sky
from west to east. The ISS travels at a speed of about
17,000 mph and orbits the earth once every 90 minutes. It
is the brightest human made object orbiting the Earth and
at times can be brighter than the planet Venus.
Unfortunately, by about 8:15 the transparency of the sky
became worse with high thin clouds moving in and the
starwatch ended soon after that.

The Catskills Astronomy Club formed in the year 2000 and
was active until 2011 with a maximum membership of 65.
Last year the club reformed and is building new
membership with a current total of 21. Monthly club
starwatch events are held at Walnut Mountain Park in
Liberty, NY. Some starwatch events are open to the public
while others are for members only. Star watch dates each
month are chosen on Friday or Saturday evenings closest

to new moon so that the night sky condition is the darkest
possible. The club also offers indoor astronomy movie
nights open to the public periodically during the year.
Movie nights allow participants to view and discuss an
astronomy related documentary movie. The movie nights
are held at Morgan Outdoors in Livingston Manor, NY, the
Ethelbert B. Crawford Public Library in Monticello, NY, and

CATSKILLS ASTRONOMY continued on page 29
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the backbone of the Alaskan economy. The Trans-Alaska
Pipeline System (TAPS) carries nearly a million barrels of
crude oil a day 800 miles from the Arctic Ocean to Alaska's
southern Pacific coast. Although the pipeline has thus far
experienced no catastrophic spills like that from the tanker
Exxon Valdez, which poured over 11 million gallons of oil
into Prince William Sound, devastating its fragile marine
environment, the aging TAPS sustains about 500 relatively
minor leaks every year. Some experts believe that the “big
one” is still to come.

To prevent such a disaster, the pipeline company
maintains an elaborate system of safety measures. These
were explained and demonstrated to us at a location near
Fairbanks, where fortuitously the pipeline intersects with
the site of a historic gold-mining dredge, a major tourist
attraction. The impressively persuasive presentation
explained construction design features that insulate the
pipeline's footings to prevent heat generated by the oil
flowing through it from thawing the permafrost on which it
rests and devices that constantly inspect the pipeline’s
interior for potential leaks.

Perhaps an even greater threat to Alaska's environment
by the oil industry is the decision by the Trump
administration to open the hitherto sacrosanct Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge, the nation's largest and probably
most pristine, to oil prospecting and extraction. This at a
time when mitigating the catastrophic effects of global
warming will require the world to move away as rapidly as
possible from dependence on fossil fuels, this move is
devastatingly irresponsible and wrongheaded.
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Despite these actual and potential environmental threats,
Alaska is still breathtakingly beautiful and largely
unspoiled. WE thoroughly enjoyed our adventure. If you
seek a similar adventure, the time to go is now, while it's
still that way.
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Updates

Deepark Planning Board Conducts
Public Hearings on Two Dragon
Springs (DS) Proposals:
Constructing a Traffic Loop Across
DS Guymard Turnpike Entrance and
Erecting a Large-Scale Solar Farm
Kudos to Deepark Rural Alliance’s
(DRA) Successful Advocacy Efforts

Paula Medley

Draft Comprehensive Plan (Plan)

Currently, definitions are being scrutinized to ensure their
compatability with the Plan’s Vision. Now, it will be March
or April, 2019 before the Town Board adopts this
document.

Thompson Education Center
(TEC)

Paula Medley

Concrete footings are being laid for Sherry Li’s supposed
single family home off Renner Road in Fallsburg. There is
nothing else to report.

On November 11, at a “packed” town hall, Deerpark’s
planning board held two public hearings on DS proposals.
Regarding the traffic loop, nearby residents emphasized
that Guymard Turnpike is a steep, twisting thoroughfare
with poor sight distance. Although DS engineering report
claimed that road alterations would not increase traffic, DS
is building an 1,100 car and bus garage to accommodate
their 900-seat auditorium. DRA’s consultant, Schneider
Engineering, visited the site and examined DS traffic
determinations, concluding that they would not accept the
DS report as it lacks sufficient details (see accompanying
Schneider analysis). Written testimony will be accepted on
this matter until the next planning board meeting,
December 12.

Hopper Hill Sand and Gravel
LLC (HH)

DEC has not heard from HH in a while. Supposedly, HH is
in the midst of an environmental review with DEC over their
proposed mine in Mamakating on former Wurtsboro Airport
property. Thus far, this process has not gone beyond
Scoping. Notably, HH is no longer permitted in the Light
Industry Office zoning district due to a local law’s passage
in April, 2018.

Close monitoring of the aforementioned is ongoing and
members will be informed of pertinent intervention
benchmarks.

7 Peaks Is Back!!!
New Project is Smaller But Still
Bears Close Scrutiny

There were lots of questions concerning DS proposed
solar farm, like: How will electricity be transmitted to DS?
Will lines be above or below ground? Why clear cut 40
acres? Andy Garrison from the NY-NJ Trail Conference
emphasized that the solar farm is contiguous to part of the
Shawangunk Ridge Trail. Questions and uncertainties over
this project resulted in continuation of it’s public hearing
and allowing written comments until December 12.

On November 13, at a Mamakating Planning Board work
session, a reconfigured 7 Peaks on 554 acres owned by
Shalom Lamm, upslope from the Basha Kill on the west
and overlooking Winterton Road on the east, was
discussed.

CATSKILLS ASTRONOMY continued from page 28

Paula Medley

Thanks to DRA’s hard work in galvanizing residents’ and
interested parties’ participation over these critical
proposals.

While the original (2008) subdivision entailed building 49,
8,500 sq. ft. homes, this application subdivides the site into
three lots of 272, 164, and 117 acres, each targeted with
one house. Notably, one lot already includes an existing
“model home” having a long driveway, which will provide
access to the remaining two parcels.

One huge challenge confronting this newest application is
placement of enormous responsibility on prospective
homeowners to determine exact location and design of
their homes as well as prepare their own stormwater
management plans. Homeowners could also further

7 PEAKS continued on page 31

the Daniel Pierce Library in Grahamsville, NY. Afterwards
a brief starwatch is held at the movie location. All club
related public programs are announced on our facebook
page, which also presents astronomy related news stories
as well as summaries of club activities and information
about other astronomy related happenings. The club email
is catskillsastro@Jiotmail.com. Membership forms are
available upon request.
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Many thanks to the Basha Kill Area Association for hosting
the starwatch and to Kevin Keller of the BKAA for bringing
his telescope for attendees to use.
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Alaskan Glacier.
Photo by Anita Altman

Enrique Castro, Jack Orth Scholarship Winner

Salmon spawning in Alaskan stream.
Photo by Anita Altman

Kevin Keller looking at the
moon. Photo by John Kocijanski
Paula Medley at
Sullivan 180 Expo.

Come Clean Garden. Photo by Cathy Dawkins.
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Deerpark Rural Alliance’s Traffic Impact
Analysis for Dragon Springs
Grace Woodard and the
Deerpark Rural Alliance
2 Old Carriage Road
Godeffroy, NY 12729

November 13, 2018

Re: Dragon Springs
296 & 320 Guymard Turnpike

Dear Members:

At your request, Schneider Engineering, PLLC has prepared
this report summarizing its review of the documents received
in the above subject application. The site is located in
Cuddebackville, Town of Deerpark, Orange County, New
York. We also performed a site visit on November 9, 2018.
The documents reviewed included the Atlantic Consultants
“Traffic Impact Analysis for Dragon Springs Buddhist Inc.”
dated August 2, 2018 and Sheets T-1, S-1, S-2 and S-3 of
the October 12, 2018 plans prepared by John D. Fuller, P.E.,
P.C.

“Traffic Impact Analysis for Dragon Springs Buddhist
Inc.” Review Comments:

1. This study is to investigate the potential traffic issues
resulting from a proposed 920 seat music hall building and a
1,140 stall parking garage at Dragon Springs. The proposed
buildings would attract a substantially greater number of
residents and visitors to the site. This, in turn, would require
a large emphasis on the adjoining roadway system including
preparing/addressing additional traffic safety issues including
easy access to/from the site. According to the traffic study
prepared by the consultant, the proposed “loop” is a key
element that must be addressed.

2. It is our understanding that the FEIS is still being finalized
by the Town and consultant.

3. Previous traffic impact studies were prepared in June 2001,
August 2011, June 2015 and August 2016. We had asked for
copies of these studies (through a FOIL request) but, as of
this date, had not received them. It is hoped that prior to the
November 14, 2018 public hearing we will have the
opportunity to review them so that we can understand the full
progress of this area-wide application.

4. Our understanding is that the site will be used for
meditation, education and performing arts. The site, as we
understand it, currently accommodates 100 student residents
who all live on campus. There are organized student trips
using buses, but no actual volume counts were given. They
also claim that there are up to 200 regular commuters going
to and from the site each day, plus 75 visitors. Any other
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purposes that will attract visitors should be discussed and
addressed.

5. In the future, the greatest impact that will affect the local
roadway system is the 2000 daily visitors plus 200
commuters, or 2200 people entering and exiting the site daily.
This is an increase of over 12 times the current site visits.
This does not even include any of the trips students who are
living on campus might be making off-site. This will have a
tremendous impact on the local roads and local community.
It should be realized that the roads themselves are extremely
rural, curved, having extremely poor sight distances and, in
many locations, cannot support the roadway widths required
for two-way automobile traffic, let alone bus traffic. This
location is impossible to allow for any safe access to/from the
site because of these hazardous curves.

6. The study notes that the expansion of the residents is not
expected to result in any applicable increasing peak hour
traffic, based on the Atlantic Consultants letter dated July 1,
2015. (We have not been able to obtain that letter as yet.)
We do not know if that letter addressed the 2200 expected
visitors to the site. These new additions to the site, obviously,
will have a tremendous impact, well beyond what was
anticipated in 2015, We are not even sure if the music hall or
DRA TRAFFIC ANALYSIS continued on page 32

7 PEAKS continued from page 29

subdivide their properties unless the planning board
prohibits/restricts this by attaching limiting conditions to
approvals. So, if this subdivision is endorsed, we won’t
really know what happens with individual parcels until new
homeowners seek permits. Therefore, we must understand
the maximum development intended for these 554 acres to
avoid segmentation of the environmental review process.

Another concern is status of the ridgetop trail, often
referenced in earlier 7 Peaks dialogue. Though a
conservation easement was broached and a possible mile
long segment tentatively determined, there was no formal
decision regarding trail construction. Importantly, this piece
is a critical connector to the proposed 71 mile
Shawankgunk Ridge Trail, from High Point, New Jersey,
to Rosendale, New York. Consequently, creating this
pathway by clearly defining interested parties’
responsibilities, must also be a condition of this newest
subdivision’s approval as later homeowners may be
opposed or disinterested.
Suffice it to say that this current 7 Peaks model is not as
benign as developers want us to believe and will
necessitate ongoing monitoring.
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parking garage had been built as yet. Were the counts already
taken with these facilities operational? In order to determine
what the roadway demands will be, the full plan for the entire
site must be known. Once the full site plan is given to the
Town, it can then address its entire impact to the local road
system and the surrounding community. All municipalities
must know the entire picture of the proposed development in
order to determine the adjoining roadway requirements. It
cannot be done piece-meal. For example, if the initial building
of a long range plan is built, one might look at that and
determine the roadway impacts. If, later on, another building
(use) is being considered, the originally proposed roadway
improvements may not have the capacity or physical ability
to address their demands. That could essentially kill the next
phase or phases of the site’s intended development. That is
why, before any site plan is approved by any municipality, all
must be known upfront. As an example, the Town’s engineer
even asked in an earlier letter (date unknown) for the
applicants engineer to “show a plan to widen road and
redefine intersections for fire truck access; including pull offs
for multiple tanker requirements.” Was this actually done?

7. This traffic impact study states that “the data collection effort
... shows that it is a low traffic generator.’ There is no basis to
make such a statement when you are adding over 12 times
the current usage to the site. In order to project the amount of
trips to and from the site they prorated the existing trips of the
commuters and visitors. This method completely
underestimates the actual peak hour of the visitors to the site.
For example, the fact that they are increasing visitors from 75
to 2000 persons, many red flags come out. One would
question the reason for the tremendous increase in visitors.
This number of visitors must be attracted to the site because
of the theater they are proposing unless there are unnamed
future purposes, activities planned or anticipated. The study
does not specifically discuss the impact the theater (the
largest generator of the sites peak hour traffic) will have. This
also will probably be in the evenings. That is when the traffic
study should be addressing the issue. Taking counts during
the day when the site is not at its peak, is inappropriate. The
study must include a detailed analysis of the actual impact the
theater will have on the surrounding roadway network. This
would include cars and buses that will be attracted to the site.
Also realize, with evening performances, the cars and buses
will be driving through the rural area at night with no
streetlights, roadway warning signs or proper pavement
markings to guide these vehicles safely around the curves,
poor sight distance areas and narrow roadways.

8. The traffic study, by using a prorated method based on
current visitors to determine the anticipated number of future
trips that will be generated to the site is not the proper
nationally accepted method. When adding a new use (the
theater), the major future traffic generator to the site, that is
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what must be addressed. The study does not address this.
Table 1 on page 7 of the study clearly indicates that the visitors
actually increase over 26 fold. This is mostly due to the
theater. Why else would there be such an increase in visitors?
Why would they add an 1140 stall parking garage? It’s not for
the commuters or students. Their determining that the total
growth factor is 12.6 is totally inaccurate. They basically are
giving equal weight to the minimal visitors during the day and
circumventing the true trip generation peak, the evening. They
don’t explain how they come up with 2000 proposed visitors.
Why would they need an additional 1140 parking spaces? If
there are two people per car, with a 920 seat theater, that
would only require 460 parking spaces. Why are they putting
in almost 3 times that amount for parking? Also realize that
many of the current and proposed “commuters” would have
left the site after 5 PM which will have no effect on the evening
parking demand. Needing 1140 spaces would mean that you
would expect at least 2280 visitors to the site in the evening
alone. Also, realize this is a very large group of properties,
over 400 acres. I presume that the location of the parking
garage is adjacent to all the proposed buildings. People do
not want to walk literally 1000’s of feet to their actual
destination. Will the parking be close to the buildings? I also
presume that the parking garage hasn’t been built yet without
Town approvals.

9. They should use trip generation data based on the Institute
of Transportation Engineers (ITE) Trip Generation Manual (the
industry standard) rather than prorating data that did not
initially even include the music hall. This is the only accepted
nation-wide engineering method to determine the actual future
trips that will be generated.
10. Table II also uses the inappropriate growth factor and must
be redone based on comments 8 and 9 above.

11. Their trip distribution analysis on page 8 is based on the
existing travel patterns identified from the traffic counts they
had taken. This cannot be used for the projected evening
music hall traffic generator. Those going to the musical will
not necessarily have the same traffic patterns that the
commuters/workers might have. Those coming to the theater
will be from the local communities and will have to be looked
at based on density of population, anticipated locations where
groups of individuals at, say, local hotels, came to attend the
theater, etc.This must be included in the report as the basis for
where the visitors will be coming, not based on the current
distribution, as the report did.

12. Table Ill, Level of Service analysis can also not be used
because it did not include the actual peak during the times the
theater would be opened.

Dragon Springs Site Plan Review Comments:

1. We only have and Sheets T-1, S-1, S-2 and S-3 of the
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Ever the opportunist, the BKAA utilized myriad opportunities,to
promote the wetlands and our organization, which ultimately
enhanced networking, outreach, and educational pursuits.

BKAA Board: Bob Muller will join our board pending members’
approval at this year’s Annual Meeting. Membership Chair
Marcia Briggs Wallace submitted her letter of resignation,
effective October 2019.

2017 and June 2018. Mamakating’s draft Comprehensive Plan,
Thompson Education Center, Sugar Gum, Dunntown, and Kuhl’s
Solar Farms, Proposed Local Laws relating to large-scale solar
farms and extractive industries. Hopper Hill Sand and Gravel
Mine, Dragon Springs, and Beautiful Earth generated ongoing
BKAA involvement.
Mamakating’s Draft Comprehensive Plan (Plan):

• February 19, 21, March 13 - The Town Board conducted
special workshops on the Plan. Paula Medley attended all
sessions.
46TH ANNUAL REPORT continued on page 34

Developments in the Basha Kill Watershed: It was extremely
busy this year, with most advocacy occurring between November
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accidents due to the extremely poor configuration
location. The problem with this site being used for large
trip generators is that it is extremely difficult, if not
impossible to work with the current adjoining roadway
system. These types of usages can not work in this
environment.

October 12, 2018 plans prepared by John D. Fuller, P.E., P.C.
We do not have any other plans of the subject site showing all
current and proposed buildings/uses.

2. According to the plans, there will be over 2000 people
attending the lecture halls and training rooms. How many are
currently living on campus and how many in the future? Do
any students have cars? What are the current maximum
(peak) total residents/visitors on the site? Is it 2000, without
the theater in place. With the theater, is it over 4000? How
many cars do these visitors /residents have? These should
be additional questions addressed by the traffic safety study.

3. Comments on sheet S-2

a. The turning paths for the buses shown are quite
confusing. It actually shows one bus going westbound
making a left turn into the jug handle. I presume that this
bus would be entering the existing driveway from the
eastbound direction because of the acute angle of the
driveway that would require making a sharp right-turn.
Interestingly though, the bus appears to be going into
the embankment on the south side of the loop.This is
somewhat confusing.

b. Why would they show a bus making a right turn heading
eastbound and going into the loop? What it does show
is that if that movement is being considered, and there
is a vehicle coming out of the loop at that entrance, there
will be a conflict between the two vehicles. The loop is
not wide enough to handle two-directional traffic.

c. It also shows a vehicle eastbound, making a right turn
going into the east end of the loop and actually going
into the wall on the south side as well. The movement
doesn’t make sense and of course going into the wall
doesn’t make sense either. Maybe I am missing
something.

d. It should be realized that any movements at or near this
section of the roadway will have a very unsafe site
distance and will increase the likelihood of traffic

4. What is important is the originally proposed use of the site.
It obviously expanded over the years. Originally the southerly
driveway was for emergency use only. As time went on, it
seems to become one of the major entrances. It is not clear
on how many buses or how many cars will be using the loop.
It is not clear where the visitors are coming from. Too many
questions exist now that makes it impossible to determine the
ultimate trips to/from the site. The roadway design depends
upon these criteria. None of it is described properly and
therefore all site plan development should wait until this all
can be addressed.

The key to evaluating the traffic safety of the impact this site
will have on the local roadway system is not the level of
service of the two entering/exiting driveways but the actual
physical roadway hazards once the cars and buses are on
the surrounding roadways in the evenings are known. The
location of the site for such a traffic generator as a large-size
theater is highly inappropriate because of the surrounding
roadway system. Roadway curves, their lighting, their
extremely poor site distances and even the roadway width
cannot handle this type of trip generator. This site does not
have safe access nor safe adjoining roadways for all the
proposed facilities on the site.

If any additional documents become available, please forward
them for my review.

Sincerely yours,

Steven Schneider, P.E.
Schneider Engineering, PLLC
File: 18-042T
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• January 23 - Mamakating’s planning board voted 4-2
declaring a Positive Declaration of Environmental Significance
for Sugar Gum and Dunntown, necessitating full
Environmental Impact Statements for both.

46TH ANNUAL REPORT continued from page 33

• May 8 - The Town Board held a special workshop with the
Plan’s steering committee.

• Present - The Plan is currently being reviewed by the town’s
planner and attorney. When they are finished, the Plan will
be sent to the Town Board. When the board deems the Plan
“complete,” a public hearing will be scheduled. After the
hearing, the Plan will receive a final “tune-up” by the town
planner before returning to the board for approval, which will
likely transpire late December or early January.

• April 3 - The Town Board adopted a Local Law strengthening
regulations on large-scale solar farms, agreeing to vote at a
later date on whether to remove Sugar Gum and Dunntown
from the new law’s application via “grandfathering.”

• April 17 - No town board member motioned to “grandfather” or
exempt Sugar Gum from the newly passed Local Law,
effectively eliminating this project from further consideration.
Developers had already withdrawn Dunntown’s application.

Thompson Education Center (TEC) aka China City of
America:

• TEC has not appeared before Thompson’s planning board
since September 13, 2017.

• Present - Kuhl’s solar farm was recently discussed at a
planning board workshop and may still be a viable endeavor
under the new local law solar guidelines.

• September 27, 2017, - TEC applied to Fallsburg for a building
permit to construct a 9 bedroom, 9,328 sq. ft. two story
“residence” off Renner Road on the access road to developers’
568 acre Thompson parcel.

Proposed Local Law Regulating New Large-Scale Solar
Farms

• December 22 - BKAA filed an Appeal with Fallsburg’s Zoning
Board of Appeals (ZBA) to overturn the Deputy Code
Enforcements Officer’s decision.

• December 21 - Paula attended a special planning board
workshop on the proposed local law, which was more
restrictive than the original, especially regarding clear cutting.

• November 28 - Fallsburg’s Deputy Code Enforcement Officer
issued a building permit for erection of a supposed “single
family residence” on TEC’s 4.93 acre Fallsburg tract.

• October 17, 2017 - The Town Board held a public hearing on
a moratorium for new large-scale solar developments. Paula
represented the BKAA. The Town Board voted against the
moratorium.

• February 1, 2018 - Fallsburg’s ZBA established the date and
time of a public hearing on the BKAA’s Appeal.

• December 28 - The Town Board conducted a public hearing on
the local law.

• February 15 - 1st public hearing on BKAA Appeal. Thirty - 35
speakers from the BKAA, Columbia Hill Neighborhood
Alliance, Fallsburg’s Future, Rock Hill Neighborhood Coalition,
and Yankee Lake Preservation Association testified in favor of
BKAA’s Appeal. Written comment period was extended to
March 15.

• March 9 - The BKAA (Paula Medley) was interviewed for an
article in The Economist on Chinese Immigration and the EB5 process.

• March 15 - 2nd public hearing on BKAA Appeal. Written
comment period extended to March 21.

Susan Erny read Paula’s testimony on behalf of the BKAA. The
Town Board did not vote as more information was needed from
developers.

• February 6, 2018 - Continuation of public hearing ; Paula
testified for the BKAA.
• April 3 - Town Board adopted Local Law.

Proposed Local Law Prohibiting New Extractive Operations
in the Light Industry Office (LIO) Zoning District:
• December 21 - Paula attended a special planning board
workshop on the local law.

• January 2 - Town Board conducted a public hearing on the
local law.

• April 19 - Fallsburg’s ZBA voted 3-1 to uphold building permit
issuance, attaching conditions, like prohibiting more than 10%
impervious lot coverage.

• Present - Foundation work has occurred on TEC CEO Sherry
Li’s Fallsburg residence.

Sugar Gum, Dunntown, and Kuhl’s Large Scale Solar
Farms:
• November 28 - Mamakating’s planning board held 2nd public
hearings on Sugar Gum and Dunntown site plan approvals.
There was a presentation on Kuhl’s Solar.

• January 9, 2018 - Mamakating’s planning board conducted
special workshops on Sugar Gum and Dunntown. Paula
attended on behalf of BKAA.

• February 6 - 2nd public hearing. Paula spoke on the BKAA’s
behalf, endorsing this local law’s passage.
• April 3 - Town Board adopted local law.

Hopper Hill (HH) Sand and Gravel Mine:

• December 28 - DEC sent HH’s 3rd Notice of Incomplete
Application for a Mined Land Reclamation Permit.

• Present - Due to the aforementioned local law’s passage, HH’s
proposal is prohibited in Mamakating. Nevertheless, HH
continues its environmental review with DEC and is apparently
working on a Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
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Dragon Springs (DS):

• January 12, February 12 - Discolored water was observed
flowing into an unnamed Basher Kill tributary from improper
construction processes occurring on DS property. Via engineer
Andy Willingham, The BKAA contacted DEC with its concerns.
Subsequently, DEC conducted three inspections and
mandated DS to remediate violations by February 28. We are
uncertain whether DS complied.

• May 9 - Deerpark planning board’s public hearing on draft
Scope of a cumulative environmental review on DS on site
activity since the year 2000. The BKAA provided written
testimony from consulting engineer Willingham.

• June - More DS spillage into Basher Kill tributary. DEC
required a flow meter installed to accurately measure
wastewater flow. No fines were initiated.

Beautiful Earth (BE):

• September 25, 2018 - Developer Heslin requested from
Mamakating’s planning board an 18 month extension of his
project’s site plan approval, first granted with conditions on
March 28, 2017. The planning board approved Heslin’s plea,
but indicated all outstanding fees must be paid by January 8,
2019.

Networking: The BKAA carefully nurtured new contacts and
constantly revitalized connections with long-standing friends and
supporters. These priceless collaborations, with their myriad
resources, positively influenced BKAA accomplishments.

• The BKAA retained its affiliation with Sullivan County Visitors
Association (SCVA), whose website and publications highlight
our programs and wetland ecosystem. On December 7, Mike
and Paula Medley attended SCVA’s Annual Meeting /Holiday
Party and participated in its Annual Literature Exchange in
Hurleyville on May 10.

• BKAA partnered with Trailkeeper, a coalition of Sullivan County
organizations who promote their events on a collaborative
website, and Paula attended Trail Committee meetings on 2/3,
4/10, 5/8 and in August.

• BKAA maintained membership in the Coalition for the
Delaware River Watershed.
• BKAA minimally networked with local politicians.

• BKAA enjoyed consistent backing from loyal supporters:
Concerned Residents of Winterton, Deerpark Rural Alliance,
Friends of the Shawangunks, and Sullivan County Audubon
Society.

• Due to TEC’s threats, we received invaluable assistance from
Columbia Hill Neighborhood Alliance, Fallsburg’s Future,
Masten Lake’s Mamakating Property Owner’s Civic
Association, Rock Hill Neighborhood Coalition, Wanaksink
Lake Club, and Yankee Lake Preservation Association.

• For the BKAA, Paula mentored Concerned Residents of
Winterton, Deerpark Rural Alliance, and Fallsburg’s Future.

• Regular communication occurred with DEC Bashakill
Manager, Nate Ermer, who constantly updated DEC activity at
the Wildlife Management Area in our Guardian.
• BKAA input to DEC and a local scout troop facilitated
successful Eagle Scout bench/kiosk construction projects at
the Basha Kill and culminated in Amos Decker’s induction as
an Eagle Scout.

• December 4 - Linda Lou Bartle attended the Delaware River
Forum, sponsored by the William Penn Foundation, in Port
Jervis.

• January 29 - Paula met with three Fallsburg’s Future leaders
to discuss local advocacy.

• April 27 - Susan Erny and Paula attended Dr. Joel Fuhrman’s
program at Bethel Woods.
• April 28 - Mike and Paula networked at Sullivan Renaissance’s
Spring Market and Annual Conference.

• September 23 - Linda Lou and Paula managed the BKAA’s
educational table at Sullivan 180’s Expo at SUNY Sullivan.

• October 12, 2018 Mike and Paula attended Sullivan County
Audubon Society’s Annual Meeting.

• October 14 - BKAA reps networked at Friends of the
Shawangunks’ Annual Meeting.
Come Clean: Basha Kill Garden Update

by Cathy Dawkins and Patricia Diness

As has become the norm, the Come Clean Team conducted an
early summer clean-up and maintenance of our two gardens –
one in front of the laundromat in Wurtsboro and one at the corner
of Haven Road and Route 209 near Westbrookville. Our efforts
included weeding, trimming, raking and pruning. All prior
plantings are healthy and happy – some excessively so!

Same as last year, some serious pruning of the laundromat’s
white rosebush and the prolific Russian Sages at Haven Road
was absolutely essential. They continually threaten to overgrow
their space, with the Russian Sages self-seeding each season.
This “problem” is much better than the alternative! For annuals,
we planned to use our usual – red Dragon Wing Begonias – but
they weren’t available this past spring. So we chose some lighter
red “Angel Wing Begonias” which served the purpose just fine.
Like last year, no annuals were added to the Haven Road garden
as perennials have filled the garden with green, yellow and white
in the spring and a beautiful pink, white and lavender in later
summer. There is simply no need for annuals, which only attract
woodchucks.
Gary Dodd continues to manage the laundry garden, adding
touches of whimsy while ensuring that each plant is lovingly
tended. We only do a minor sprucing up in the spring. If you see
him about, please thank him!

The Haven Road garden had a lush year with all of the summer
rains. Keeping the fast-growing weeds and the fast-growing
plantings under control was a challenge, but, by early August,
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Autumn Herald - Monticello Central School District
we had succeeded and the garden has been simply Basha Kill Walks and Educational Calendar:
SPECTACULAR. The Rose-of-Sharon and hydrangea really These activities are crucial to the BKAA’s core mission, which
came into their own this year. While the deer nibbled around the teaches the value of wetlands, the Shawangunk Ridge, and
outside, the garden is so full and surrounded with textures and entire Basha Kill Watershed, along with ways to safeguard them.
smells that deer dislike, that they didn’t venture into the center. Paula established the BKAA’s educational itinerary and
All of the birdhouses need replacing, which we will do in the assembled the experts who implemented it.
spring. Time, rain, snow, and sun have worn them down, so we’ll John Haas took 22 birders on his “Early Spring Waterfowl Walk”
get new ones then.
and another 22 on his “Spring Bird Migration venture.” Mike
Local Environmental Activities:
shepherded 3 hikers up Gobbler’s Knob and others on his
• March 17 - BKAA co-sponsored Maya Van Rossum’s book Huckleberry Ridge foray. Scott Graber introduced 12 neophytes
signing and program on the Green Amendment, at the to “Birding for Beginners,” Bill Cutler captivated 15 visitors,
including several children, with his “Happy for Herps” outing.
Mamakating Library.
SUNY
Orange Professor Emeritus Marty Borko educated 7
• April 7 - Nature Watch orientation at Wurtsboro Community
attendees about wetland plant life. Gary Keeton escorted 6 on
Church’s Friendship Hall.
the D&H Canal/O & W trail loop, 12 on his “Moonlight Ramble,”
• April 28 - BKAA sponsored Ravensbeard’s “Live Bird Show”
and many on his two excursions highlighting D&H Canal history.
at Wurtsboro’s Spring Festival.
Jack Austin led 11 aficionados on his “Natural History” trip. Scott
• May 12 - BKAA co-sponsored a Mamakating Library and Mike guided 11 vessels during their September paddle. John
presentation entitled: “Exploring the Shawangunks - A Visual Kocijanski, of Catskills Astronomy Club, offered a free public star
Odyssey.”
watch for 30 star gazers, while NY-NJ Trail Conference
• June 9 - Opening Reception of Wurtsboro Art Alliance’s Basha representatives took participants on a Shawangunk Ridge hike.
Kill Show. Anita Altman, Bill Lucas, and Paula attended.
• April 14 - Initial effort to eradicate Japanese Barberry from a
• June 25 - Amos Decker Eagle Scout Induction at Wurtsboro’s
Basha Kill plot. Kim Ashley, Dave Colavito, Don Kenny, and
American Legion Hall. Mike and Paula represented the BKAA.
Diane Wanser labored on this.
• July 12 - BKAA co-sponsored Kerron Barnes’ talk on • April 21 - 37th Annual BKAA Cleanup & Opening Day of Nature
Mamakating trails at the Mamakating Library.
Watch
• July 14 - Wurtsboro Founder’s Day. The BKAA had an • May 15 - Mike and Paula facilitated Leadership Sullivan’s
information booth “manned” by Linda Lou, Lilith Jones, Chris
Class of 2018 “Basha Kill Day” with presentations at the duck
Leser, Bill Lucas, Christine Saward, Mike and Paula.
blind, Haven Road, and Mamakating Environmental Education
Center.
• September 29 - BKAA co-sponsored Elly Knieriemen’s
presentation on “Biodiversity of the Basha Kill and • June 22 - BKAA hosted 35 Robert J. Kaiser 6th graders at the
Shawangunk Ridge.” Paula spoke briefly about the BKAA.
Basha Kill. Gary Keeton, Kevin Keller, Mike and Paula
participated.
Campers:
In 2018, Liam Burns, Mary Clark, Marissa Crosby, Adam • August 1 - Mike presented on the Basha Kill and led an onsite tour for children enrolled in the Basha Kill Kids’ Club.
Furman, Chris McFarlane, Aaron Minton, and Jackson Mitchell
attended Camp DeBruce in the Catskills. Dylan McIntyre and • August 21 - Mike guided 20 vessels with visiting outdoor
Lukas Redzimski went to Pack Forest in the southern
educators on a Basha Kill “paddle.”
Adirondacks, while Tommy Garcia attended Camp Colby at • August 22 - Scott Graber accompanied another flotilla of 20
Saranac Lake in the northern Adirondacks.
kayaks/canoes with outdoor educators.
Jack Orth Memorial Scholarship:
Nature Watch by Maryallison Farley:
Amanda Werkmeister from Napanoch was this year’s winner.
Maryallison Farley
Catherine Abate Memorial Scholarship
In its 16th year of operation, a dedicated cadre (41 people) of
The following graduating high school seniors received the 2nd BKAA Nature Watch (NW) volunteers worked as educational
Annual Catherine Abate Memorial BKAA Scholarship, funded by ambassadors for the Basha Kill. They recorded observations
Michael Abate to honor his late wife, Catherine, a passionate about the behavior of the nesting bald eagle pair at the southern
environmental activist. Their winning essays focused on local end of the Basha Kill (Nesting Territory # 35 of NYS DEC Region
environmental problems and ways to mitigate them.
3), even though the young (we don’t know how many) did not
survive for some reason after the hatch in early April. Fortunately,
Congratulations to:
even
without young to raise, the bald eagle pair remained in their
Colleen Baer - Pine Bush Central School District
territory
and were often seen with each other throughout the NW
Dylan Broder - Monticello Central School District
season. Volunteers and visitors had many opportunities to watch
36
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them, along with other adult and immature bald eagles. Ospreys
did not build a nest across the Kill from the boat launch this year
as they usually do so that, too, was another challenge for our
program. We occasionally saw individual ospreys in the area
throughout the season.
Overall, these events meant that NW volunteers had to be more
resourceful than usual when they interacted with visitors, like
emphasizing the great biodiversity of this wetland. Volunteer Lisa
Soderblom gets the prize for the most unusual sighting and
photograph taken by NW in 2018 as she and volunteers
Maureen and Willie Bowers on the June 9th AM shift spotted a
young black bear sitting on vegetation in the water not far from
the boat launch! The bear was later seen on the trail leading
north from the boat launch.
Because of NW’s emphasis on bald eagles, we’re happy to
report that this year, the newer pair at the northern end of the
Basha Kill, successfully built a nest and from it, raised and
fledged two young eagles.
As it does each year, NW began the 2018 season with annual
Volunteer Training. Scott Rando, local nature photographer and
writer, gave an excellent, centerpiece presentation for the
Training. He focused on the natural history of bald eagles, using
his own outstanding photos from the Delaware River region. He
also included an update on the status of eagles in this area. We
especially appreciate that Scott returned to share valuable
information at our Training for a second time. Special thanks also
go to Nathan “Nate” Ermer, NYSDEC Wildlife Biologist who
manages the Bashakill Wildlife Management Area, and who
attended our Training as a resource person.
With training under their belts, the NW Team then covered weekend shifts at the boat launch from April 21st to June 24th (ten
weeks) and logged in approximately 1,288 visitors (down from a
total of 1,522 visitors from last year) and 319 boats (down from
425 boats last year). These lower numbers probably reflect
having excessive rainy weather this season which really gave
us a run for our money. We had to cancel seven of our three
hour shifts because of rain. That means we lost 21 hours of
coverage. Five additional shifts were shortened due to weather.
In one other case, a car alarm going off endlessly in the boat
launch parking lot with no relief in sight drove our volunteers to
pack up for the day! We have an amazingly dedicated group who
stuck with the program in spite of various difficulties they faced
this year. Finally, at the end of the season, we send the
summary of our data and weekly observations to the DEC for
their use.
Our volunteers are at the core of this program, including CoLeaders Maryallison Farley, Cathy Liljequist and Kevin Keller.
Cath is our admin. expert, handling the data input and summary.
Thanks especially to Cath for taking on this job which requires
great attention to detail and computer skills! Kevin works handson with our volunteers, spending most of his time with them at
the boat launch. He is great at helping them communicate with
visitors, letting them know what a special resource we have here
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and the role that the BKAA plays in protecting and advocating for
it. Basha Kill birder extraordinaire, John Haas, our key birding
resource person, Gary Keeton, long-time Basha Kill naturalist
and Cathy Dawkins, creator of our beautiful NW graphs,
complete the 2018 Nature Watch Team. Ours is truly a
collaborative effort!
At the end of the summer, we were saddened to hear about the
passing of former Nature Watch volunteer, Ira Finkelstein. Ira
exemplified the best qualities of our Nature Watch volunteers in
his enthusiasm, dedication, passion for the Basha Kill and
interest in talking with other people about the wetland. He
traveled from Long Island to Wurtsboro for six years (from 2011
through 2016) to cover his shifts for Nature Watch. We send our
condolences to his wife Sherry Finkelstein and family.
Other Outreach Events:
• April 19 - Christine Saward oversaw a BKAA informational
display at Earth Day festivities at SUNY Orange. Paula did the
same at SUNY Sullivan.
Workshops:
• April 20 - Kim Ashley attended an invasive species conference
at Sullivan County Cornell Cooperative Extension in Ferndale.
3rd Edition of A Birding Guide to Sullivan County, New York
Including the Bashakill Wildlife Management Area (WMA),
250 Field Checklists of Birds of the WMA, and 500 New Field
ID Cards for Marsh Birds of the Basha Kill will be available
thanks to a matching grant from the Environmental
Protection Fund’s Parks and Trails Partnership Program:
Kudos to grant writer extraordinaire Maryallison Farley, with input
from John Haas, for submitting this successful grant, which will
enable further education of the wetlands habitat.
A Birding Guide to Sullivan County, New York, Including the
Bashakill Wildlife Management Area:
John Haas’ book, which continues to educate and pique interest,
is available at Mamakating’s Environmental Education Center
(MEEC), Canal Towne Emporium, and Bashakill Vineyards in
Wurtsboro, Morgan Outdoors in Livingston Manor, and online.
Field Guide to the Basha Kill: “The Basha Kill Wetlands: a
Field Guide” is a pivotal publication educating readers about the
wetlands and generating excitement about this unique
ecosystem. Guides may be purchased at MEEC, Bashakill
Vineyards, Canal Towne Emporium, Morgan Outdoors, and
online.
BKAA Brochures: The BKAA’s visually appealing brochure
continues to be a vital public outreach tool.
Membership Chair/Corresponding Secretary, Recording
Secretary, and Treasurer:
These key board functions were competently executed by
Marcia Briggs Wallace, Christine Saward, and Monique Lipton.
Thanks for an amazing commitment of time and energy.
Publicity/Emails/thebashakill.org/Alerts/Facebook/Guardian
The Bashakill gratefully recognizes Susan O’Neill’s ongoing
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dedication as our public relations guru, writing and distributing
all press releases. Special thanks to Bill Lucas for continuing as
the BKAA’s critical email coordinator this past year and to Justina
Burton for her invaluable work in facilitating the email process.
• Our website, www.thebashakill.org, and BKAA Alerts update
BKAA programs, supply general news, and rapidly galvanize
members for advocacy. Props to Maryallison Farley for being
the BKAA’s contact with our webmaster. Thanks also to Jon
Heaphy of Liberty Press for excellently functioning as Alerts
Coordinator!
• The BKAA is part of Social Media, having a Facebook page
competently administered by Linda Lou Bartle.
• Thank you to Liberty Press and Jon Heaphy for orchestrating
the Guardian’s online operation and for patiently managing
Paula’s Type A personality, as do so many others. Also,
kudos to Jon for designing and organizing the Guardian’s
layout.
BKAA Consultants:
Consulting Engineer Andy Willingham routinely FOILed DEC for
updated data on pertinent advocacy issues. He also addressed
Thompson Education Center (TEC), Dragon Springs (DS), and
Hopper Hill (HH). Consulting attorney John Lyons dealt with
TEC, while consulting ecologist Erik Kiviat assessed HH’s draft
Scope. The BKAA is extremely fortunate to collaborate with such
a talented, dedicated team. Thank you everyone!
President, Paula Medley
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