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MAILBAG:

period and that the summer season at the Basha Kill is a
beauty
XXX Martin Nankin

5/3/20
Dear BKAA,
All is well here. I live by myself surrounded
mostly by woods. One would not know there is
Dear BKAA,
an epidemic elsewhere unless one goes into town.
Please thank everyone for all their TLC of one of our favorite
Thanks for the Spring 2020 BKAA GUARDIAN. 800+
places.
members?
With much gratitude,
On page 2, Eileen Carney wrote in the Mailbag. Same Eileen
Morgan and Steven Rudin
who worked for the Catskill Center about 15 years ago?
On pp.16-19, the postglacial history articles are of great
Dear BKAA,
May 31, 2020
interest to me. I am trying to work out the postglacial
I’d like to thank you for awarding me the Catherine Abate
Catskills forest history.
Memorial BKAA Scholarship. I was so excited to learn that
Our Natural History Preserve in Stamford, NY is at a
I had been selected! Thank you for this great honor! I
standstill temporarily. Our Director has been in Florida taking
promise to retain the passion to find new ways to deal with
care of his parents for nearly ½ the
environmental issues in the world
last year. Now we don’t know which
around me.
events will go for the summer and
On The Front Cover:
Once again, thank you for this great
which will not.
honor!
“Kingfisher with Pickerel Fingerling”
Michael Kudish
Sincerely,

Dear BKAA,
Hello from Maine! I hope that you
all are doing okay during this trying

Photo by Eleanor Knierieman
See More Photos, All By Eleanor,
on Pages 11, 12 & 13

Jessica Nicosia

MAILBAG continued on page 3

CONTACT THE BKAA

Paula Medley 845-754-0743, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. email: info@thebashakill.org website: www.thebashakill.org

CONTACT THE DEC

Environmental Conservation Officers (ECO’s) & Forest Rangers Covering the Bashakill WMA for the NYS DEC
ECO’s: Officer Ricky Wood 845-665-5637 (cell) Officer Glenn Parker 929-505-6887 (cell)
Officer Christopher Doroski 929-505-6869 (cell) Officer Mary Grose 607-244-4561 (cell)
Forest Rangers: Richard Franke 845-423-1994 (cell) Anastasia Allwine 845-372-3725 (cell)
Griggsby Cowart 845-372-3543 (cell)
Call 24-hour DEC Law Enforcement Dispatch at 1-877-457-5680 if the Officers are not available.

The Guardian is published quarterly by the Basha Kill Area Association Inc., PO Box 1121, Wurtsboro, NY 12790.
President: Paula Medley • Vice-President: Anita Altman • Treasurer: Monique Lipton
Corresponding Secretary / Membership: Bob Muller • Recording Secretary:
Board Members: Jackie Broder • Samara Ferris • Cliff Johnson • Bill Lucas
Susan O’Neill • Christine Saward • Graham Vest
Publicity: Susan O’Neill • E-mail Coordinator: Bill Lucas • Alerts Coordinator: Liberty Press - Jon Heaphy
Facebook Coordinator: Linda Lou Bartle
Nature Watch Co-Leaders: Maryallison Farley, Kevin Keller, Cathy Liljequist & Nora Brusinski
Guardian Editor: Paula Medley
Mission Statement: Since our founding in 1972, our mission has been to protect the
Basha Kill Wetlands and surrounding area from ecological degradation,
to promote education and respect for the environment in general, and to preserve the beauty of the area.

We welcome new members who are interested in protecting the environment. Dues are $10 per person per year.
BKAA is a not-for-profit corporation and donations are deductible to the extent allowed by law.
website: www.thebashakill.org • e-mail: info@thebashakill.org
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Autumn 2020 New Members & Donors
Autumn 2020 New Members

Chelsea Attanasia — Robert Brown — Linda Buteau — Irene Coogan — Sonia Diaz
Catherine Farrell — Jean Freer — Pamela Golben — Marlowe Hart — David Holtzman — Rick Loggia
Martina Malvoni — Adam Marusic — Anthony Marusic — Kathryn Marusic — Sime Marusic — Gwenn McBride
Alethea Pape-Laucella — Carole Pfeister — Christina Robin — Alice Thurston

Autumn 2020 Donors

In Memory Of Stuart Baldinger
Kathleen Ashman, Mary Buskey, Cheryl Hecht and Marlena Lange

In Memory Of Paul C. Beinkafner
Katherine Beinkafner

In Memory Of Justina Burton
Diane Day, Allan and Judith Frank

In Memory Of Phyllis Jones
Marcia Langley

Michael Abate — Judith Adams — Gene Aguirre — Anita Altman and Gil Kulick — Donna Anderson — Patti Anderson
Burt and Anna Angrist — Anonymous — John Armistead — John Austin — Paula and Scott Baldinger
John Baranowski — Elinor Barber — Henry and Wilhelmina Bartosik — Warren and Judy Bergstrom
Roger and Marilyn Betters — Peter and Barbara Blakey — Patricia Blanco — Galen, Pam and Eric Booth
Toby Boritz — Arlene Borko — Martin Borko — Steve and Jeanine Borko — Bill Bradl and Susan London
Kathleen Brandes — Ken Brasier — Hal Brill and Joan Reisman-Brill — Lorraine Brink — The Broder Family
Jeffery Broder — Wendy Brown — Sarah Brownell — John Burroughs Natural History Society — Mary Angela Buskey
Gary Butler — John Buying — Angela Callahan — Yvonne Caradec — Lynne and Steve Carlin — Kurt Carney
Barbara Carroll — Billie Mae and Dave Case — Patrick and Ellyce Cavanaugh — Jean Cellini
Stephen Chang and Susan Opotow — Barbara and Gef Chumard — Barbara and Colby Coates — Phyllis Coelho
Dave and Donna Colavito — Jerre and Linda Coleman — Kate and Bob Collins — Irene Coogan — James Corcoran
Melinda and Gary Cormier — James and Mary Craig — Eric and Jen Crane — Alice Cross — Warren Cuddeback
Elizabeth Cushing — Bill Cutler — Leslie DaLeo — Janet Davis — Brad and Cathy Dawkins
Alida De Boer — Eileen Decker — Helen and Raymond de Prado — Paul Deninno and Samara Ferris
Larry Kurtze and Nancy Devaux — Patricia Di Stefano — Carolyn Diercksmeier — Mary Donnelly — Gay Donofrio
Barbara Doty — Jean Dougherty — John Doyle — Berle Driscoll — Michael Dunckley — Kim Dunmire
Edward and Nancy Duvinski — Sylva Zamchyn and Tom Dwyer — Michael Egan — Nancy English
Susan and Steve Erny — David Esmond — Scott Fairbanks — The Fairchild Family — Maryallison Farley
Cathy Farris — Fred and Betty Feibusch — Sarah Fields — William Fiero — Bob and Marilyn Fiore
NEW MEMBERS & DONORS continued on page 4

MAILBAG continued from page 2

Dear Basha Kill Area Association,
Thank you very much for giving my application a chance and
then awarding me the scholarship (Catherine Abate). I plan
to put the money towards buying a laptop I can use to take
notes in class. I hope you are staying healthy and happy
and safe.
Lauren Russell
Dear BKAA and Mrs. Medley,
Thank you so much for your kind words and your generosity.
I hope that my essay encapsulated Mrs. Abate’s views and
wishes for the world around us. I was very happy and
appreciative upon finding out that I was a recipient of your
scholarship. Please stay safe and stay healthy!
Vian Tran
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Dear BKAA,
July 2020
Once again - Thank you! The BKAA has made the kill more
beautiful than ever.
Our yard backs on the Bashakill. As such, we benefit from
its beauty and resources all year long.
Sorry this year things slowed down. We pray we will be able
to resume our BKAA activities soon.
Diana Waclawski
(Editor’s Note: Diana and husband John have been loyal
BKAA members since 1979!!!)
August 20, 2020
Hi Paula and Friends,
We stayed in Florida this year on an island, away from
COVID—still wearing masks when we go out. Best wishes
for good health for everyone!
Denege (Patterson) & Peter (Blood)
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NEW MEMBERS & DONORS continued from page 3

Thomas Frangipani — Gely Franke — Valerie Freer and Mary Collier — James French — Marc Fried
Kirsten Gabrielsen and Bill Graziano — Donna Gaffigan — Paul Gamer — Cynthia Garlan — Kevin Garvey
Barbara Garriel — Douglas Geiger — Joseph Giglio — Janet Gleason — David Goggins
Alex and Adrienne Goodman — Jane Gordon — Margaret Gorton — Scott Graber — Terence and Theresa Grafmuller
Joy Grancio — Lorrence and Susan Green — John Haas and Eddie Van Buren — Charles and Patricia Hancock
Thomas Hansen — Fred Harding and Cindy Coker — Karen Harris — Daniel Hayes
JoAnn Hegarty & Forrest Greswold — Cathie and Barry Heil — Barbara and Vic Heitz — Fran Higgins
Roz Hodgkins — Paul Hoeffel — The Homestead School — Kate and Rob Honders — Doug Hulle
Charles and Kate Hyden — The Inn At Lake Joseph — Vera Ioannou — Gregory Jenkins and Mike Toledo
Peggy Johansen — Barbara Johnson — Jane and Cliff Johnson — Jane Jordan — Joseph and Mary Kadet
Linda Kantjas — Don Kenny — Steve and Jennifer Kessler — Frank and Karen Ketcham
Rudolph L. Klaiss and Jean L. Klaiss Family Trust — Rhonda Knopp — John Konefal — Eleanor Knieriemen
Morris Kornbluth — Richard Kraus — Alan Kravath — Martine and John Kreiger — Lynwa Kreimann
Karen Krogslund — Zita Kurtzman and Thomas Sidoti — Kathy and Frank LaBuda — Eileen Lake
Lori and Gordon Lam — Marlena Lange — Barbara Langseder — Richard and Linda Langseder
Jerry and Grace Lanuti — Carl and Louisa Lanzano — John and Susan Lavelle — Scott Lederman — Gene Lefebvre
Beth and Sheldon Leidner — Jean Lerner — Chris Leser — Bill Leuszler and Janet Campbell
Barbara and Alan Lewis — Estate of Andrew D. Lewis — Patricia Lindsay and Shai Mitra — Monique Lipton
Peter Lisker — Rick Loggia — Bill and Carol Lucas — Lisa Lyons — Elizabeth McAllister
Connie McDermott and Marylin Grosselfinger — Peter and Diane McDermott — Robert Majcher — Cynthia McGlynn
Kelly McGowan — Elizabeth McKnight and Keith Todd — Mary and Stephen McLauglin
Glenn and Antoinette MacPherson — Rev. Peter Madori — Mary Mancuso — Alvin Mann — Carole Marantz
Anna Marchini — Mary Ann and Laun Mauer — Michael and Paula Medley — Suzanne Meier
The Meyerhoff Family — Dawn Lyons Miller — Karen Miller — Fredrika Miller and Howard Millman — Andrew Mills
Judy Monaco — William Morishita — Joanne and Ed Morse — Jonathan Moscow — The Muller Family
NEW MEMBERS & DONORS continued on page 5

— IN MEMORIAM —

With profound sadness, the BKAA announces passing of valued members and friends.

Robert Armistead
Besides being a BKAA supporter, Bob actively improved quality of life for
Orange County residents, via involvement with Orange County Land Trust.
Ann Cartwright
Ann was one of Nature Watch’s longest serving members.
Extremely dedicated, she often assumed extra responsibilities within the
program, employing a cheerful, yet no-nonsense manner.
James B. Dunmire
James was a long serving member of 20 years standing, who loyally
supported BKAA activities.

Vic Haring
Vic and late wife Lorraine owned what is now Mamakating’s Environmental
Education and Interpretive Center. He graciously hosted myriad
BKAA board meetings in his home and assisted Lorraine with
BKAA Membership Chair responsibilities.

Jean Klaiss
Long-time member Jean strongly endorsed the BKAA’s Mission and, in her
recent passing, generously remembered our organization. We send heartfelt
condolences to Susan, Ken, Kim, Anna Marie, members’ families and friends.
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NEW MEMBERS & DONORS continued from page 4

Cherie Munday — Frances and Martin Nankin — Greg and Brigitte Nesteroke — Linda Nye — Maureen O’Meara
Kathleen O’Sullivan — Linda Padden — Russ and Irene Padden — Cynthia and Angelo Pagano
Lynn and William Pagano — Angela Page — Howard and Helene Perlman — Eileen Phelan — Ellen Pilipski
Peter Polsunas — Glenn Pontier — Tamara Porter — Rose Quackenbush — Maureen Radl — Lawrence Ravdin
Roy Reese — Laura Rice — Suzanne Rizzo — Billie Robson — Pauline Rock — Heriberto Rodriguez
Eileen Rogers — Kim and Rob Rogers — Irwin Rosenthal — Marc Rosner — Colleen Roth — Diane Rothauser
Julius Rubenfeld — Jon Rubin and Gail Vachon — Mark Rubin — Steve and Morgan Rudin — Donna Rover Ruggiero
Charles Sajeva — Mario Salpepi — Sharon Sarcino — Terry Saturno — Christine Saward — Patricia Sayad
Elizabeth Schettkoe — Arthur and Jean Schmidlein — Michael and Kathleen Schnitzer — Alex Scilla
Carolie Scribner — Kathryn Scullion — Christina Seidler — Dorothy Shapiro — Kenneth and Jane Shaw
Kathleen and Dennis Shea — Carole and Charles Shields — Alex Shiffer and Sharon Richman — Pamela Shimer
Diane Shovlin — Robert Shulman — Richard and Judith Silverman — John Skelton — Maria Skwarlo
Jeffrey Slade and Ruth Diem — Grace Smith — Hilda Sobel — Patti Sonnenschein — Louis Spataro
Malcolm Spector — Susan Spiller and Charles Cohen — Mark Spina — Doug and Julie Stainton — Judith A. Stamm
Mort and Angela Starobin — Brad Stechman — John and Sandra Stenglein — Jane Sterrett and Arno Jakobson
Diana Stindt — William Streeter — Adam Stuart — Roger Sullivan and Mary Furman — Tom and Maryann Sullivan
Dorothy Szefc — Matt and Ann Taylor — Burton Thelander and Anne Prather — Thomas Tyler — James VanGelder
John Vannata — Arlene Venizelos — Carolyn and Graham Vest — Elaine Votraw — Diana and John Waclawski
Tracy Wager — David Wagner — Christina Wallace — Marcia Briggs Wallace — Cecilia Walsh — Jeanne Waugh
Ronald and Carol Weathers — Andrew Weil — Dava Weinstein and Dorothy Calvani — Eugene Weinstein
John Weiser — Beverly Weissinger — Evelyn Wells — Nancy Wertsch and Christopher Creaghan — Charles West
Robert Wexler — D. Mason Whitley — Mary Weiboldt — Brad Wild — Phyllis Wise — Dorothy Wojciechowski
Pamela Zaitchick — Benjamin Zara — Elizabeth Zick — Marcia and Randy Zimmerman — R.J. Zuccon
David and Heide Zufall, The Zufall Family Foundation

2020 BKAA
Calendar of Events

Poetry Corner:

The Beautiful Bashakill

(All activities free and open to the public!
Please bring masks and socially distance)

— Carol Covington

Walk with me, if you will….
Along the beautiful Bashakill
The morning dew begins to rise
Until it reaches our deep blue skies

Saturday, October 3, 10 am
Canoe/Kayak the Basha Kill
with Scott Graber and Mike Medley
Join naturalists Scott and Mike for a late season venture.
Bring your own vessel and binoculars. Meet at the South
Road Boat Launch. Call Mike at (845) 754-0743 to register
and for more details.

On the way, some folks are fishing
For a big one they’re all wishing
And the majestic mountains bow their knees
Hoping to catch the noon day’s breeze

Friday, October 9, 7-9 pm
Free Public Star Watch by John Kocijanski of the
Catskills Astronomy Club
Bring scopes and/or binoculars. Meet at the South Road
Boat Launch, across from Bashakill Vineyards. To register,
call John at (845) 798-8087. For event updates, visit
Catskills Astronomy Club’s Facebook page. Rain date the
following day.

Sunday, October 18, 10 am
Hike the Shawangunk Ridge with a NY-NJ Trail
Conference Trail Maintainer
Event co-sponsored with Trail Conference. Moderately
difficult hike, lasting 4-5 hours. Wear comfortable sturdy
shoes and bring water, lunch and binoculars. Meet at the

CALENDAR continued on page 6

Some eagles and other feathered friends
Soar above till my vision ends
Down below the water is glistening
And to the sounds of nature, we are listening
Now, as we turn and head back home
Thankful for this place to roam
We know that our mighty God above
Has truly blessed us with this land to Love
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So we’ll protect and preserve till when….
Those who follow us again
Down this place that’s such a thrill
Our awesome, beautiful Bashakill.
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NEWS BRIEFS:

managing a massive trail-blazing project, entailing painting
1,400 blazes in six weeks, a job expected to take over a
year. Additionally, they taught trail maintenance workshops
and removed major blowdowns.

Paula Medley

BKAA Members Generously
Respond to 2020 Membership Drive

Congratulations, Ed and Nancy!

Anonymous Donor Offers Prize for Best
Basha Kill Wetlands Painting at 2020 Hudson
Valley Plein Air Festival

Despite uncertain, challenging times, most BKAA members
paid their 2020 dues, with many donating extra to both
General and Legal Funds. On July 18, more than a month
after the drive commenced, $4,670 in membership dues
and $9,791 in donations had been deposited in the
General Account, with $4,310 in our Legal Fund. Three
thousand had yet to be processed and checks arrived
daily. So, we are financially solvent and eager to develop
and /or sponsor ongoing educational/advocacy programs.
Thanks to our committed, supportive members, who
comprise the organization’s HEART!

On behalf of the BKAA, an anonymous donor once again
is contributing a $150 award for Best Basha Kill Wetlands
Painting at the Hudson Valley Plein Air Festival, hosted by
Wallkill River School of Art in Montgomery from October
13-18. This donor hopes to inspire more artists to feature
the Basha Kill’s beauty and uniqueness in their works.

This year, the School anticipates over 30 artists, painting at
scenic locales throughout the Hudson Valley. Participants,
selected by a jury of three well-known, respected plein air
specialists, must produce at least 3 original works, painted
“en plein air” (outdoors) during the festival. Covid-19
restrictions permitting, the opening exhibit will be held on
October 18 at the School of Art.

BKAA Member Stephen Erny Refurbished
Church Pews for Phillipsport Community
Center (PCC) and Mamakating
Environmental Education Interpretive Center
(MEEIC)

No 2020 BKAA Campers
As Covid-19 Closed DEC Camps

Stephen Erny donated his woodworking expertise and art
in transforming 4 church pews into picturesque
masterpieces which now reside in PCC and MEEIC. The
pews were originally gifted to PCC by neighbor Matt
Bremer. Steve says, “My inspiration in painting these
pews came from walks around the Basha Kill, specifically
Gobblers Knob and Haven Bridge. Many thanks to the
wonderful work both the BKAA and PCC do for our
community!” See photos on page 35.

Unable to safely distance children at overnight camp
facilities, the Department of Environmental Conservation
(DEC) suspended operations at its 4 state-wide locales this
summer.
Impacted by this decision were the 10
youngsters receiving 2020 BKAA camper scholarships.
Nevertheless, when interviewed later, all demonstrated
interest in attending next year if camps reopen. Then, they
will automatically receive BKAA financial backing as funds
remain in a DEC account for this purpose. Also, the BKAA
will seek more camper candidates for the 2021 season,
potentially sending the most ever in one year.

The enchanting artwork highlights the strong ongoing
partnership between BKAA and PCC, reinforcing both
groups’ shared love for an incomparable area jewel,
Mamakating’s own “hope diamond”.

NY-NJ Trail Conference Volunteers Ed and
Nancy Duvinski, also BKAA Members and
Nature Watch Volunteers, Commended by
The Trail Conference

CALENDAR continued from page 5

D&H Canal Kiosk at the Pat Moore Memorial Picnic
Grove on Sullivan Street in Wurtsboro. Must register
by calling Paula at (845) 754-0743.

(Editor’s Note: The following was originally printed in the
Conference’s Newsletter, The Trail Walker.)

Ed and Nancy were honored with the Paul Leiken Award
“For Going the Extra Mile”, which recognizes volunteers
who have recently “gone the extra mile” and made a
significant, noteworthy contribution in the last 12-18
months.

They have been trail maintainers at New Jersey Stokes
Forest and High Point State Park for the last 5 years and
form an amazing team, Ed as sawyer and Nancy as
swamper. In 2019, they truly went “above and beyond”,

6

Sunday, October 25, 9 am
Hike the Minisink Trail
at Huckleberry State Forest
in the Town of Greenville with Mike Medley
Join Mike on a beautiful 5 mile loop hike on the
Shawangunk Ridge. Wear comfortable sturdy shoes
and bring water and lunch. Bring binoculars. Carpool
or travel in a caravan led by Mike. Meet at South Road
fishing platform (West-brookville end) at 9:00am.
Absolutely must register for this trip by calling Mike
at (845) 754-0743.
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Voting Instructions for 2020
BKAA Board Elections

SAVE THE DATE

48th BKAA Annual Meeting
on Saturday, October 17, 2020, 10 a.m.,
To be Conducted On-Line (Virtually) Not in Person

Paula Medley
Members, 18 years and older who paid their 2020
dues, are eligible voters. This year’s voting will occur
by postal or e-mail.
Postal — Use ballots, one per voter, printed on the
inside back cover of this Guardian. They are the only
ones considered legal, except for copies which may
be made in households of more than 2 eligible voters.
Currently, only 5 BKAA households fit this category.
Check a box on ballot, which is then mailed to: BKAA,
P.O. Box 1121, Wurtsboro, NY 12790. Ballots must
be received by Thursday, October 15.
E-Mail — Review printed ballots first, then send email to: info@thebashakill.org, indicating voting in
your household, approval or disapproval of
candidates’ slate and how many voting. Each
household sends one e-mail for all voters in their
family. Again, e-mail votes must be received by
Thursday, October 15.
Results will be announced at the Annual Meeting.
Questions? Contact Paula Medley directly at (845)
754-0743 or info@thebashakill.org.
See ballots printed on page 39.

As the BKAA cannot safely administer our usual annual
gathering at Phillipsport Community Center, we will hold
an on-line session.
Interactive capabilities will be limited as most participants
will see/hear the broadcast but not speak. Access
protocol will be sent to BKAA e-mail subscribers via an
Alert a week before the get-together.
ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA
• 10 a.m. Call to Order — Paula Medley
• Welcome — Paula
• Updates: Paula
Mamakating Draft Comprehensive Plan
& Zoning Amendments
Thompson Education Center
Dragon Springs
• Mamakating Environmental Education Interpretive
Center — Jackie Broder
• Election of Board
• Awards — Anita Altman, Retiring BKAA VicePresident; Fred Harding, Retired BKAA Board
Member; Linda Mabie, Linda’s Office Supplies,
Goshen, New York
• Adjournment
Please join us on October 17.

BKAA Letter Supporting
Mamakating’s Grant Application for
D&H Canal Towpath Funding from
Sullivan Renaissance

area from ecological degradation, to promote education for the
environment in general, and to preserve the beauty of the
area”.

BKAA events entail numerous walks and programs conducted
throughout Mamakating’s vast trail network, so an improved
towpath would be an invaluable educational addition. Actually,
the BKAA envisions this pathway to be the most locally popular
due to easy accessibility by myriad residents/visitors,
enhanced by safely connecting trail users to key destinations,
like the library, school, municipal offices, and shopping center.
Our upgraded towpath will sustain multi-use activities, fostering
healthier citizens and communities, which is Sullivan 180’s
Mission, keenly sanctioned by the BKAA. Notably, an
augmented towpath, enriching Mamakating’s existing trail
complex, will also strengthen eco-tourism’s role in ensuring
the town’s future economic viability.

(Editor’s Note: Due to Covid-19, decision on this funding is
scheduled for December, 2020)
April 24, 2020
Allison G. Cappella, Esq.
Community Development Program Manager
Sullivan Renaissance Gerry Foundation
P.O. Box 311
Liberty, New York 12754

Re:Basha Kill Area Association (BKAA) Support Letter
favoring Mamakating’s Application to Sullivan Renaissance
for D&H Canal towpath funding

By facilitating trail participants’ well-being and generating
economic benefits, the D&H Canal towpath upgrade will be a
wise investment and one the BKAA urges Sullivan
Renaissance to initiate.

Dear Ms. Cappella,

The BKAA strongly endorses Mamakating’s application to
Sullivan Renaissance for partial funding of improvements to a
1 ½ mile stretch of the town’s D&H Canal towpath. As this
proposal is sited within the Basha Kill’s watershed, it is a
targeted interest sphere of the BKAA, a Sullivan County all
volunteer environmental group, founded in 1972, whose
Mission is “to protect the Basha Kill Wetlands and surrounding

Thank you for your consideration
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Sincerely,
Paula Medley, President
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Gary leads a group of about 12 at the
“Walk and Wine” Lions Club
fundraiser. From the Winter 2015-16
Guardian. Photo by Linda Lou Bartle

Autumn 2020

BKAA Gift Honoring Gary. Photo by Kevin Kreischer

Gary Keeton, Thanks for Incomparable Service
Enlightening Countless Visitors About the
Bashakill’s Natural and Cultural Resources

(Editor’s Note: Long-time BKAA outdoor educator, naturalist, historian, and archaeologist Gary and wife Sue
Stevens moved to Maine in spring 2020. The following reminiscences honor our friend and colleague.)

Paula Medley

Notably, Gary strongly embraced all opportunities to nurture
others’ Interest in the wetlands’ unique assets, advocating for
their preservation by lovingly introducing numerous groups to
the Bashakill’s biodiversity and history via guided rambles and
presentations.

At those events, he enthralled attendees with his spirited,
passionate delivery, combined with encyclopedic knowledge
of innumerable subjects. Throughout, he infused mundane
facts with life and thrived on participants’ questions, always
treating them respectfully and thoughtfully.

For decades, Gary Keeton has been as treasured a BKAA
resource as those highlighted in his programs. Scores have
become environmentally aware due to his influence, quite a
legacy and benchmark for the rest of us to emulate.
So, Gary, thanks for everything and enjoy Maine!!!
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Gary and pileated woodpecker holes. From the
Autumn 2017 Guardian. Photo by Fred Feibusch
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Nary a Stone Unturned: Gary Keeton
Stephen & Susan Erny

Finding him in his canoe
Or hiking the trails on the Basha Kill
Was as natural as seeing a wood duck or a cattail

Walking along the old Canal
With Gary as guide
Transported you back 200 years
You felt the sweat of men wielding picks and shovels
Excavating miles of earth and rock
To fashion stone walls still intact today

Relishing beaver jawbones, snakeskins, turtle shells
He‘d chance upon
And add to his natural history collection
Sharing his treasures with children of all ages
Spreading the wonder and excitement
Of this beyond-amazing web of life
We never did see him digging
For the past lives of peoples who once lived here
But his amassed assortment
Of arrowheads, netting stones and potshards
Spoke volumes of Gary’s pastime and passion
Painstakingly uncovering - a scoopful at a time The secrets of those who tread the Basha Kill’s
shores centuries ago
Fiercely protective of sacred sites
Or the whereabouts of Queen Basha’s village,
Gary would only say,
“Very near here.”

On the railroad trail with Gary (left) & “Chillin’ ”
at the Basha Kill with Monticello Middle School
students. From the Summer 2016 Guardian.
Photos by Gary Silverman

Gary, whose dedication to the Basha Kill
Spans thirty years
Bringing the wetlands into the schools
With Florence and Janet
An advocate and vital resource
A humble man who’s left a deep imprint
on us all

Ever grateful for what you’ve given to
us, Gary
We understand
You, like the geese who are called to go
north in spring,
Must follow your dream to explore new
realms
May you thrill to the beauty of the chilly
state of Maine
Students enjoying Gary’s treasures.
Fare thee well, good friend
2018 BKAA Honoree
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Susan O’Neill

It should come as no surprise that someone who views the workings of the natural world holistically should also see the
whole person in every interaction.
Years ago my family attended a lecture on Basha Kill history that was hosted by an organization that was not the BKAA.
All seemed to be enjoying the talk until an attendee interrupted repeatedly and hostilely to correct Gary’s recitation of
historical facts with the version of events that the Sachem Basha was feeding psychically to the attendee. A ripple like
that of the Basha Kill when you drop in a stone spread as audience members shifted uncomfortably around the interrupter.
There were sidelong glances and mutterings. Gary dealt with the situation calmly, compassionately, smilingly and soon
the interrupter was happy, too. We, the audience, settled back happily in our seats until a second interrupter let loose a
volley of only tangentially related remarks and questions in an aggrieved voice. Once again Gary worked his magic. He
finished the lecture in peace. As my family was leaving after the lecture, we saw Gary and his two questioners enjoying
a conversation together.
Gary is wonderful with children. My daughter started attending his BKAA walks at age four. At the end of each, she would
give him a big hug and proclaim, “You awe my faborite natawawist!” Gary has the knack of narrating the woods in a way
that intrigues the adult and interests the child. I don’t know anyone else who can name the bird overhead, the tree it’s
sitting in, the wildflower shaded by the tree and the bug crawling on the wildflower — and follow this up with pertinent
Lenape lore and a quotation from a Dutch settler’s diary.
I used to bewail the yellow clay beneath the thin layer of my garden topsoil. Now, thanks to Gary, I think of the first Native
American in our area who thought of making it into a pot. Thanks to Gary, I think of the people who have been walking
our mountainside for over 10,000 years, the mastodons strolling down to the Basha Kill for a drink and the canal boats
laden with coal dug by my daughter’s paternal and maternal ancestors.
The lives of my family have been enriched by Gary’s knowledge, zest and compassion. I wish Gary and Sue well on their
next adventure! I know the state of Maine will do quite well thanks to their tireless advocacy for the natural world.

Some Wildlife Rehabilitators in the Mid Hudson Valley
(Editor’s Note: This list was provided by Annie Mardiney. Thanks Annie.)

www.dec.ny.gov/permits/25027.html: Under “Special Licenses”, there is a search engine for NYS wildlife
rehabilitators NYS-DEC (any day and time): 1-844-332-3267

Annie Mardiney Cell 845-943-8098
(best to text as voicemail is iffy)
Rosendale, NY (Ulster County) Live raptor education
programs and wild bird rehabilitation (except pigeons,
starlings, house sparrows & Canada geese)

Ellen J. Kalish Cell 845-901-0633
Ravensbeard Wildlife Rehabilitation Center
ravensbeard@gmail.com
Saugerties, NYB 12477 (Ulster County) All birds,
including raptors
Peter Ruotulo Cell 845-795-2762
Milton, NY 12547 (Ulster County)
Hawks, owls, falcons, vultures, crows & ravens

Kathy Foley Home 845-331-3906 Cell 845-430-5701
Ulster Park, NY 12487 (Ulster County) All songbirds
(except starlings, house sparrows and pigeons)
Peter Corey Cell 631-988-8382
New Paltz, NY (Ulster County) Birds (except starlings,
house sparrows, pigeons and Canada geese) and
small mammals
Diane Almodoval 845-380-9335
Diane1133@aol.com

New Paltz, NY (Ulster County) Fawns, squirrels and other
small mammals, turtles
Lynn O’Dell 845-797-3210
Poughkeepsie, NY (Dutchess County)
Raccoons, woodchucks, small mammals (No squirrels)
Celie and Samantha Wiltse Celie 845-392-4849
Sam 845-728-4487
Poughkeepsie, NY (Dutchess County
Fawns, raccoons, skunks, fox
Eve Adams 845-368-4427
aedesign@optonline.net
(Rockland County) Songbirds, small birds
Marguerite Nicastro 518-697-9232
Ancram, NY (Columbia County)
Adult birds; also squirrels and possums

Zachary Whitman, DMV 201-988-9751
Clinton Corners, NY (Dutchess County)
Turtles and snakes

Lisa R. Weigand 845-807-8459
Wildlee.lsw@gmail.com
Livingston Manor, NY (Sullivan County) Gamebirds only
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Barn swallow babies awaiting feeding (above)
with mother responding on boat launch kiosk (below).
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Deer in the Bashakill

Rainbow from Haven Road

New Growth Oak

12

BKAA GUARDIAN

Autumn 2020
Male and Female
Wood Ducks

13

BKAA GUARDIAN

Autumn 2020

DEC Update for BKAA
Guardian Fall 2020

BKAA Natural History Walk
Jack Austin

After a warm, muggy week, cooler weather on June 13
contributed to a refreshing walk for ten curious nature
lovers along the DEC trail, north from Haven Road with
Covid-19 requirements observed. After seeing eaten turtle
egg shells in the parking lot, we followed the edge of the
Basha Kill where many ferns were noted and views
enjoyed from the observation tower. Dry conditions
prevented encounters with toads or salamanders, although
a frog chorus was heard in the wetlands.

Nate Ermer

The 2020 field season started with significant uncertainty
about whether the Department would complete even basic
maintenance at the Bashakill. Annual maintenance
activities, which broadly encompass visually assessing
and repairing the Wildlife Management Area’s (WMA)
many access features, including observation towers,
fishing platform, trails, access roads and driveways,
parking areas, and boat launches, normally dominate
spring/summer scheduling. Significant needs were
identified by the public and/or DEC in late winter, involving
many of the “usual suspects”: South Road boat launch,
access road to Westbrookville boat launch, Beaver Point
access road (access point on Route 209 north of Haven
Road), Stop Sign parking and driveway, and railroad grade
trail in various locations. However, just as initial in-person
site assessments were to begin, COVID-19 shut down
almost everything in the state, including work the
Department had planned at WMA’s across the region.

We compared poison ivy with Virginia creeper, glimpsed
princess pine (a club moss), crows foot, aromatic
wintergreen, insect galls and wild blue iris. We then found
endangered pink lady slippers, New York’s orchid, just after
blooming. Along the path, we also discovered several
American chestnut sprouts from an older stump and a 20
foot sapling nearby! Witch hazel was common. Partridge
berry with tiny white blossoms was viewed, as was
mountain laurel whose delicate clusters were likewise in
full bloom. Songs of vireos, orioles, nuthatches,
woodpeckers and other woodland birds added to the
morning’s tranquility.

In mid-June, the Department once again resumed field
work and the Bashakill was identified as the top regional
priority among WMA’s for staff resources. Initial site visits
consisted of mowing parking areas, removing trash, and
listing locations needing more significant attention. These
comprised replacing: plexi-glass on Haven Road’s kiosk,
the sign at Beaver Point access, and gate on railroad
grade north of the “Stop Sign” parking area, along with
installing a new gate on railroad grade south of Haven
Road, and addressing major potholes at South Road boat
launch, Beaver Point access, and Stop Sign
parking/driveway. Staff are now working through this
secondary list and I anticipate the WMA will look
respectable for fall bird migration and hunting seasons.

Among this outing’s greater pleasures was sharing
participants’ knowledge and experiences. Near the event’s
end, we climbed a pine wooded knob where, high above,
was an eagles’ nest containing another successful brood of
eaglets. Afterwards, we stopped at the nearby Mamakating
Environmental Center and enjoyed its displays and artwork
as well as the hospitality of curator, Jackie Broder.

In spite of less than ideal circumstances (COVID and other
challenging conditions – potholes, muddy trails, etc. –
throughout the WMA), public visitation at the Bashakill was
reportedly very high from April through the present. I
imagine a new cohort of first-time visitors was introduced
and expect increase in use will persist as people look for
fulfilling ways of spending their days and connecting with
nature. I fully encourage everyone to continue going
outside, taking advantage of this ecological gem in our
backyards. Spend a moment to breathe some fresh air,
listen to marsh sounds and appreciate all that we have at
the Bashakill. Be well.

As always, please do not hesitate to reach out to me –
Nathan Ermer, Region 3 Wildlife Manager, 845-256-3047,
nathan.ermer@dec.ny.gov – with any questions or
concerns about the Bashakill.
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Happy for Herps
Jackie Broder

I was lucky to make the list of participants for the first BKAA
guided walk since Covid-19 restrictions were eased, Happy
for Herps, with Bill Cutler. I am ashamed to say that this
was my inaugural trip with Bill, never seeming to have my
schedule in sync with his in the past. But wow, was it worth
the wait! Having only spoken to Bill on the phone, I always
thought him to be kind, pleasant and enthusiastic about the
natural world. Today’s experience reinforced my initial
impression.

Bill was very congenial and welcoming to participants, as
well as two small unregistered groups who had to be turned
away. His knowledge is vast, stretching well beyond
amphibians and reptiles, suitable for the day, which though
beautiful, was dry and windy, exactly the wrong conditions
when looking for herps.

Regardless, it was a fun and educational event, rich in
friendly people, great questions, and a child’s eye view (and
appreciation) of nature. We started in the Haven Road
parking lot, where Bill introduced herps by relating that New
York State has 44 species of reptiles and amphibians,
including turtles, snakes, a few lizards, frogs, toads, and
salamanders. Here in the Basha Kill, roughly 40 of these
species occur. Before leaving the parking area, we saw
many snapping turtle nests, some intact and others already
ravaged by predators. Bill explained that the Basha Kill is
prime real estate for turtle nesting, not only for snappers,
but also painted, stink, spotted, wood, and box turtles.

The largest freshwater turtle in the northeast, the common
snapping turtle, can reach 16-17 inches across and lays
between 30-50 eggs. There seems to be a correlation
between nesting and temperature, humidity and light rain
fall. Females dig a hole with their hind legs, lay their eggs,
roughly cover the hole and then leave. There is no further
parental involvement. Primary predators of snapping turtle
eggs are crows, fox, skunks, fisher, raccoon, mink, and
opossum. Despite the numerous eggs laid, percentage of
turtles reaching adulthood is extremely low (one for every
several hundred).

Bill highlighted a great point when explaining K and R
selective child rearing. K selection produces a few, high
quality offspring in a process requiring lots of energy (e.g.
humans, rattlesnakes). R selective species bear many
offspring with little effort expended in getting a few to
adulthood, like snapping turtles. So, for a rattlesnake,
which yields young every 3-5 years, and only 2-3 at a time,
offspring loss is more detrimental than for one snapping
turtle.

We learned how differently painted turtles lay eggs, even
though they use the same area as snapping turtles. A

painted turtle is only 7-8 inches across, and has a
significantly smaller nest. The female expels a fluid while
digging a nest chamber with smooth edges. Once she
deposits her eggs (5-7), she only has a tiny hole to cover,
compacting it with her plastron (stomach shell) so it can
barely be viewed when she’s done. Bill noted that, by laying
eggs in the same vicinity as snappers and hiding their nests
better, painted turtles facilitate their eggs’ survival rate since
predators seek conspicuous nests with more food, instead
of searching for smaller, less productive caches. We also
discovered that painted turtles are unique as they can
overwinter in the egg if the weather is too cold for hatching.
We then drove to the stop sign parking lot. Along the way,
Bill found a painted turtle crossing the road. It was an
extremely lucky find as it was the day’s only herp spotting.
Bill provided us with a beautiful view of the turtle, bringing
it to every car for a personal showing.

At the stop sign parking lot, we encountered a huge
snapping turtle nest (30-40 eggs) that had been predated.
We looked for a painted turtle nest without success.

Bill then identified poison ivy for those unfamiliar with it. He
also explained how immunity to poison ivy can change with
multiple exposures. He indicated myriad plant species,
including Bed Straw (Gallium), St. John’s Wort, Wild
Geranium, Witch Hazel, various trees and exotic invasive
species. He then addressed folklore, historical and
medicinal uses, even mentioning a local business, Early
Bird Cookery in Calicoon that makes Hay- Scented Fern
Ice Cream! We likewise heard amazing new facts about
Skunk Cabbage. It is the sole New York State plant
flowering in January and the only one that can
thermoregulate! You can also boil water in its leaves over a
fire! Bill’s plant knowledge seems to rival his herp
expertise.

We discussed snakes of New York and the Basha Kill.
Some found in the Basha Kill are Black Racers, Black Rat,
Ribbon, Garter, Red-bellied, and Ring-necked. Bill
explained that habitat destruction and species exploitation
are serious problems for amphibians and reptiles. When
asked if exploitation is a concern at the Basha Kill, Bill
emphatically replied,“Yes!” He mentioned that he’s
observed species removed for sale in the pet trade. There
is an extensive black market for poisonous snakes, like
Timber Rattlers. He further related how development has
negatively impacted them. When land is excavated and
overwintering dens, used for thousands of years, are
destroyed, it’s a horrible blow to snake populations. Bill
stressed that amphibians and reptiles have been here for
eons and we are the newcomers. When the environment
is abruptly changed, other living things don’t have time to
adapt. Sometimes even our best intentions, like paving a
road, can decimate a population. When frogs and toads are
traveling to lay eggs and cross roads, many don’t survive,
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Mamakating Environmental
Education Interpretive Center
(MEEIC) Connection Vol 3

If you regard MEEIC as a valuable community attraction
and positive tax investment, this is an opportune time to
contact town board members and express your thoughts.
By Regular Mail:

Supervisor Janet Lybolt and Town Board Members
Town of Mamakating
2948 State Route 209
Wurtsboro, NY 12790

Jackie Broder, MEEIC Director

Happy Summer! It seems like a lifetime since my last
MEEIC Connection volume. Since then, everything shut
down, but we stayed busy behind the scenes at the center.

By E-Mail:

The Children’s Room was completed and is absolutely
beautiful, awaiting outfitting. Lots of grant money has been
frozen or cancelled altogether due to the economic crisis
exacerbated by Covid, impacting us as well. But we
anticipate future funding.

Supervisor Janet Lybolt: janet.lybolt@mamakating.org
Councilwoman Ward 1 Eileen Rogers:
eileen.rogers@mamakating.org
Councilman Gary Forthoffer Ward 2:
gary.forthoffer@mamakating.org

I worked hard on outreach, grants, and developing
curriculum for the upcoming school year. We will welcome
class groups or offer programming virtually, depending on
prevailing conditions. I’ve also initiated new exhibits. We
continue partnering with local artists, focusing on
spring/summer landscapes and Basha Kill wildlife. Artwork
has been graciously leant by Elly Knieriemen, Kevin
Kreischer, Steve Duffy, Lilith Jones, and Jim Carney. Most
are available for purchase. We hope you’ll stop by now that
we reopened! Masks required please.

Councilman John Lacey Ward 3:
john.lacey@mamakating.org

Councilman James Carney Ward 4:
james.carney@mamakating.org

Councilman Thomas Morrow Ward 5:
thomas.morrow@mamakating.org
Councilman John Crudo Ward 6:
john.crudo@mamakating.org

We also have labored in the garden, where plant material
was provided by three anonymous donors, enhancing the
landscape’s beauty. Our garden is lush and full of
pollinators, including monarch caterpillars and milkweed
tussock caterpillars on swamp milkweed plants. Recent
Summer Nature Program attendees put a pop-up tent
around one plant so we can watch the caterpillar/butterfly
transformation. Come by and check it out! Additionally, we
have Tall Ironweed, which is endangered in New York
State, so you may want to view that too if a plant
enthusiast.

MEEIC is currently open seven days a week 9 a.m.-4:30
p.m. We hope to see you there soon and appreciate your
continued support!
Questions? Call us at (845) 644-5014.

HAPPY FOR HERPS continued from page 15

and obviously, faster cars yield increased carnage. Over
time, population numbers are severely reduced. Wouldn’t
it be great if, for a few months a year, we closed Haven
Road to protect all frogs, toads, salamanders, and turtles
that needed to cross? I think it’s the least we could do.

The MEEIC Advisory Committee likewise continues its
diligent work. Our charter and fee schedule have been
approved by the town board and we welcomed new
member, Frank Coviello, who already is an amazing asset.
Welcome Frank and thank you! We currently are
developing the Friends of MEEIC group, who will assist
volunteer programs and fundraising. If interested in joining,
please send your email address (if I don’t have it already)
to stay in the loop. If you can share any particular talents,
please let me know that too!

Since mentioning the fee schedule, I should explain that
MEEIC now charges for most events as the center’s goal
is to become a financially sustainable operation. Therefore,
we must elicit funds from functions. (Side note: we used
only 10% of our small program and education budget; other
income stems from contributions and program fees.
However, this does not involve overhead and salary.)

Some other fun facts from Bill:

• American Toads eat whatever they can get their mouths
around, even mice!

• Hog-nosed Snakes primarily ingest American Toads. It
is also one of the only mildly venomous snakes.
Fortunately, they are very docile.
• The protected Bog Turtle occurs in two small sites in
Mamakating (not the Basha Kill).
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Bill’s message for the day: People ask how much land
should we protect? The answer is, as much as possible.
There are many different factors negatively influencing
wildlife survival, like habitat loss, so habitat protection is
vital. We must share our land with wildlife.
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MEEIC Presents Amphibian
Night Calls on the Bashakill
Alethea Pape

Spring through summer in the Bashakill ecosystem and
neighboring small marshes, residents are used to hearing
frogs and toads. Sometimes deafening and weird,
amphibian calls can delight in soothing repetitive croaks or
vex in steadfast chirping. While familiar with these sounds,
we may not know which animal voices them.
The June 27th sun was beginning to set when attendees
entered the Mamakating Environmental Education and
Interpretive Center (MEEIC). Presenter Pam Golben
offered Dept. of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Frogs
& Toads of New York State brochures. Handouts had been
safely stored and left on the back table as supplemental
material.
Pam, a frequent MEEIC educator, demystified various
amphibian calls. With slides featuring pictures, names,
characteristics of nine common frogs and toads in the
Bashakill, she put faces to the cries of all.
Most frequently heard is the Spring Peeper. At 1 to 1½
inches long, this well-camouflaged frog can occur in the
thousands in one small area. A tree frog species, it climbs
to the top of cattails to increase sound volume.
We'll hear frogs during mating season but, as Pam stated,
"...all frogs sound off at night," and, "...all frogs, female and
male, exude an alarm cry." Sometimes, a frog's call acts as
a warning. For instance, when an Eastern Gray Tree Frog
vocalizes like a bird at night, it often is announcing
impending rain.
Pam discussed frog and toad life cycles in describing how
amphibian biology influences call production. For example,
transformation from gills to nostrils leads to amphibian
broadcast. As the perfect model for yoga students, the deep
breath, hold, and resonating used in amphibian transition is
strenuous.
It's important to learn frog and toad sounds because some
frogs, like the Northern Leopard, mimic the next victim in a
horror movie, while the Fowler's Toad cry, the right mix of
silly and weird, blares like a Sci-Fi movie alien invasion.
Pam also dispelled two old, but persistent myths. Bumps
on toads (warts) are not transmitted to humans and the
tadpole's tail, an energy source, does not fall off. Instead, it
reabsorbs into the frog's body.
A true naturalist, biologist, and educator, Pam quizzed us
afterwards. Listening to audio amphibian recordings, we
identified their sources. Most participants did well but, had
this been a real test, I would have earned a big, Needs
Improvement.
Later, we traveled by car caravan to Haven Road parking
lot. With the sun finally setting, our night lab practical,

observing nature began.
We walked on the adjoining path to the duck blind. Strolling
to the shoreline, we stopped for sightings, like a turtle in
mid-trail. As exciting as close contact would have been, we
retreated and let it proceed.
Stopping at water's edge, we shone flashlights into
vegetation in front of the wooden bench. The night chorus
surrounded us. Pam and Jackie Broder helped with
identifications. There was splashing in the water, while the
trailing sound of croaks echoed all around.
As a small group operating below Covid-19 regulatory
limits, a precautionary decision by Jackie, we safely
socialized, chatting through masks. Thanks to the hard
work and dedication of MEEIC, BKAA, Mamakating
Township, and DEC we continue to enjoy our wetland jewel.
If anyone wants to volunteer in reducing threats to frogs
and toads from bacteria, fungi, and viruses introduced from
released pets into the wild, Ms. Golben recommended
joining Citizen Science Frog Watch USA, happening from
July through August. To appreciate frog and toad calls at
home, visit Land Elliot's Music of Nature website.
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Mamakating Environmental
Education and Interpretive
Center (MEEIC) Presentation
on Native Plants
Janet Lybolt

On Friday, March 13th, MEEIC sponsored an interesting
program on Native Plants, presented by Pam Golben of
Golben Farms.

Initially, Pam discussed native plant benefits. Using slides,
she explained that native plants provide food and shelter
to our birds and other animals. Approximately 90% of
native insects require native plants and 96% of birds feed
their young native insects, primarily caterpillars. Monarch
butterflies eat small numbers of native species and lay their
eggs on milkweed. We learned that gardening with natives
saves time and money as these require little fertilizer or
pruning once established.
Later, participants created seed starter kits for their own
gardens with native seeds, soil, and containers furnished
by Pam.

This was another informative and fun community event
sponsored MEEIC.
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Full Moon Kayak Adventure on the Basha Kill
OR Where was Mike Medley?
Christine Saward

The evening of July 4th began beautiful and calm. My
partner, Andy Weil, and I socially distanced for the holiday by
enjoying nature and watching the full moon rise. We
launched our kayaks at 8pm into the Basha Kill at the South
Road boat launch. The spur connecting the main channel
was thick with weeds, resembling pea soup. Water in the
channel, however, was surprisingly free of excess
vegetation. As we paddled and drifted along the mirror like
surface, I reflected on all the sights and sounds. It’s times
like this that I wish I knew more bird identifications, but I
recognized several red-wing blackbirds, a duck and other
birds. We also spotted an eagle pair on a dead tree stand
behind their nest . I listened to the symphony of bird calls,
soon joined by those of frogs. The evening’s serenity was
likewise interspersed with sounds of fireworks, some of
which could be seen. We also noted heads of water
mammals during our travels, but were unsure what animals
were swimming into the weeds.

After a while, we kayaked closer to the boat launch spur, so
movement would be easier when dark. Travelling past the
eagle nest island, I heard Andy say “Uh oh!” In swatting a
mosquito, he knocked his glasses into the water. I asked if I
would need to drive home, but he said those glasses were
mostly for reading, rather than for distance. I wondered what
the fish would think when looking through them, seeing
everything magnified.

As we paddled toward the turn, a spectacular full moon rose
from behind the ridge. So, of course we stopped to observe
it because the full moon was why we were there. After it
ascended above the Shawangunks, we decided to return to
the boat launch. By this time, it was 9:20pm. While paddling,
I said to Andy, “I think we went too far. I don’t think the island
is that far away from the turn.” We changed course and tried
again to find the pea soup, weed clogged spur, to no avail.
We had brought a lantern , but its light blinded the viewer, so
it was not helpful. Andy remarked that he had a headlamp,
which would work better. Where was it, in the truck, of
course.

In difficult situations, Andy has learned not to panic; stop,
take a deep breath, formulate a plan and stay with it. Calling
for help was not an option; way too embarrassing, plus it was
late. Not wanting to be circling all night, we aimed for Haven
Road bridge. Does anyone know how far it is by kayak from
the boat launch to the bridge? My guess is that it’s easily 5
miles, but seemed like a hundred. Throughout, Andy asked
if fish were jumping near my kayak. I said no. At some point
we startled a duck, as much as it startled us! Intermittently,
Andy questioned if I was doing okay. What choice did I
have?! So of course I answered affirmatively.

Two hours later, Andy said, “I see telephone poles.” My
answer was, “So now what?!” Soon we observed a light and
someone saying “Hello?”. We surprised some guys in a boat
fishing near the bridge. Yes, we made it! We brought the
kayaks on shore. Now, how did we return to the boat launch
late at night on a back country road!? The fishermen didn’t
offer assistance, nor did I see a parked car that might have
belonged to them. Thankfully I brought my cell phone, so we
called a cab.

While waiting, Andy told me fish kept jumping up next to his
kayak, alarming him. He was imagining alligators! He
eventually figured that when he left the paddles resting on
the kayak while coasting, fish mistook the paddles’ shadows,
reflecting from the moon, for low flying, appetizing birds.
Meanwhile, we eagerly awaited our ride as cars drove up
the road. One car, another car. I said three had to be the
charm. Over 35 minutes passed before our cab appeared.
Yes, it was the third vehicle!

Well, our adventure didn’t end there. The cab (and us)
missed the winery and boat launch parking lot. We realized
our error when the half circle parking area by the dam
appeared. So, we turned around and finally reached our
truck. The cab meter registered about 5 miles, which is how
I computed paddling distance. With all the twists and turns of
the Basha Kill, I wouldn’t be surprised if it was farther.
Exhausted, but safe, we returned home after 12:30.
Needless to say, the kayaks stayed on the truck until later
that morning.
This is one time I wish I had phoned Mike Medley earlier in
the day, asking him to join us. Also, would someone please
determine how to mark the turn?!

Spring Vegetation Walk
with Marty Borko
Jackie Broder

On July 14th, Marty Borko, biologist and naturalist
extraordinaire, led a vegetation walk with 10 masked
participants. Despite focusing on plants, every aspect of
the Basha Kill was discussed, egged on by attendees’
curiosity. Marty conversed on Basha Kill history, DEC
involvement, and parasites attacking Hemlocks, White
Pine, Ash trees, identifying almost every plant and tree we
passed. His passion for the natural world was infectious
and enthralled us for two hours. The accompanying photos
say more about the walk than anything I could add (See
photos on page 22).
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Bald Eagle Catches Carp!

Updates:

At the time of “peak migration” (May) in Sullivan County, it
is atypical for a non-migrant to take center stage on any
given day, but one did in an especially unusual occurrence
on May 18, when a Bald Eagle spent about ten minutes
figuring out what was happening in his Bashakill
environment.

Paula Medley

Thompson Education Center (TEC)

John H. Haas

It’s been almost 3 years since TEC last appeared before
Thompson’s planning board and it seems the status quo
will continue. Persisting, also, is TEC’s false advertising,
like the one-page ad on Sullivan Catskills 2020 Tourism
Guide’s inside back cover, announcing TEC’s education
community is “Coming Soon” (See accompanying
advertisement on page 33). Notably, TEC has been
“Coming Soon” for over 7 years, progressing minimally
since initially addressing Mamakating and Thompson
boards in May, 2013.

I had just seen a Bald Eagle dive, but miss, catching a fish
at the Pine Boat Launch. The bird then flew around the
corner to the back bay. I went to the observation tower and
spotted a Bald Eagle in the water. It was in deep
vegetation up to its head. It was obviously struggling and
I could not imagine what had happened. I was sure it was
the same one noted at the boat launch just five minutes
earlier. What could have occurred in that short time? The
bird continued floundering, mostly under water. It finally
raised one wing and then the other out of the water,
flapping as hard as it could but still not progressing any
farther out of the marsh. However, it now had free wings to
pull through the dense vegetation, no easy feat. The eagle
inched toward a muskrat mound about fifty feet away.

Even construction of the 9500 sq.ft. “supposed” residence
for TEC CEO Sherry Li off Renner Road in Fallsburg, is
still in its formative (foundation) stage despite developers
receiving requisite approvals a while ago.
As always, we will inform members of significant project
benchmarks.

The Homowack Saga
Anita Altman

The closer it moved toward the mound, the more
exhausted it seemed. It stopped and rested a few times,
finally reaching the mound and, with wings and yes, head
and bill, dragged itself from the water. Nonetheless, the
eagle was not fully freed and again rested with its back
end, tail and one leg still under water.

In 2007, the Skvyer Hasidic community purchased the
former Homowack Hotel in Phillipsport along with
surrounding parcels for a total of 500 acres in Mamakating.
At that time, the Homowack already was in significant
decline. Unfortunately, under new owners, deterioration
continued and development plans were never realized.
Property taxes went unpaid, forcing the county to
foreclose on notable portions, which ultimately were
auctioned off. Though the Skvyers still retain several
parcels, the auctioned Homowack Hotel property was
acquired by a visionary developer, who regrettably could
not secure necessary financing to realize his dreams.
Several years ago, it was put up for sale and, only this
winter, was bought by a foreign businessman, whose plans
have not been publicized. Meanwhile, it is time for
Mamakating to address the Homowack’s existing derelict
conditions, which are an eyesore and potentially
hazardous.!

As I watched, it began laboring again. Finally, the eagle
released itself, one leg dragging behind, seemingly caught
on something. I kept switching from photographing to
checking for closer, clearer views through my binoculars.
Suddenly, a huge “head” appeared to rise from the water,
clamping onto the eagle’s leg. Well, the actual situation
was quite different. In reality, the eagle caught an
enormous Carp and, with talons buried in the huge fish’s
head, was holding on for dear life! (See photo on page
36.)

After considerable effort, the bird pulled its prey from the
water to the top of the mound. While the fish fought to
survive, its fate was sealed. As if that effort had not been
enough (for eagle and fish!), the eagle then turned its
victim around, apparently not liking the way it was facing,
flipping it completely before feeding. That Carp was at
least 3 feet long and far outweighed the eagle.

The eagle had a nest over in the back bay, with two well
grown chicks in residence. That Carp fed the entire avian
family for four days! This was another example of life
struggles constantly taking place around us. This time I
was in the right place at the right time to witness this
amazing event. You never know what you will encounter at
the Bashakill!

Autumn 2020

Paradise II (located on South Road
outside Wurtsboro)
Paula Medley
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Covid-19 restrictions prohibited Paradise II’s use as an
overnight camp for adolescent boys this summer.
However, the Governor’s Executive Order permitted
camper families and therefore some campers to live full
time (24 hours) at the facility. Nevertheless, residential
density at Paradise II significantly declined throughout July,
August 2020.
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Happy for Herps
Snapping turtle nest (left)
Snapping turtle eggs (above left)
Painted turtle (above)
Photos by Jackie Broder
Outing attendees (below) Photo by Bill Cutler
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Jack and event participants (top left)
Pink lady slipper (above right) Photo by Jack Austin
Blue wild iris (below left)
Partridge berry with white blooms (below right)
Other photos by Jackie Broder
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attendees. Photos by Jackie Broder

Arrow
Arum.

Large flowering
Chickweed with
its 5 deeply
notched petals.

Marty Borko
Plant Walk
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Happy 50th Anniversary,
Earth Day! April 22, 1970
- April 22, 2020

environmental concerns on the front page.
THE IDEA FOR THE FIRST EARTH DAY

(Editor’s Note: The following Alert and Origins of Earth Day
were emailed to members on Earth Day’s 50th Anniversary
and reprinted here for members not receiving email.)
Dear Members and Friends,

Forty-eight years ago, a small band of volunteers pledged
"to protect the Basha Kill wetlands and surrounding area
from ecological degradation, to promote education and
respect for the environment in general and to preserve the
beauty of the area." Since then, whether educating or
advocating, hundreds of hard working BKAA members
have steadfastly remained committed to that long ago vow
to conserve an exceptional Sullivan County resource. That
this dedication continues today constitutes the BKAA's most
notable achievement and honors Earth Day as organization
stewards daily protect our corner of the planet.

Today, celebrate Earth Day through one small action:
engage in outdoor activity, retrieve neighborhood debris,
recycle, read the rest of this Alert highlighting Earth Day's
history taken from earthday.org/history/ or watch a naturethemed program.

Most importantly, however, Stay Healthy And Safe!
Best wishes,
Paula Medley, President

ORIGINS OF EARTH DAY

Earth Day 1970 gave a voice to an emerging public
consciousness about the state of our planet —

In the decades leading up to the first Earth Day, Americans
were consuming vast amounts of leaded gas through
massive and inefficient automobiles. Industry belched out
smoke and sludge with little fear of the consequences from
either the law or bad press. Air pollution was commonly
accepted as the smell of prosperity. Until this point,
mainstream America remained largely oblivious to
environmental concerns and how a polluted environment
threatens human health.

However, the stage was set for change with the publication
of Rachel Carson’s New York Times bestseller Silent Spring
in 1962. The book represented a watershed moment,
selling more than 500,000 copies in 24 countries as it raised
public awareness and concern for living organisms, the
environment and the inextricable links between pollution
and public health.

Earth Day 1970 would come to provide a voice to this
emerging environmental consciousness, channeling the
energy of the anti-war protest movement to put

Earth Day founder Gaylord Nelson came up with the idea
for a national day to focus on the environment after Nelson,
then a U.S. Senator from Wisconsin, witnessed the ravages
of a massive oil spill in Santa Barbara, California, in 1969.
Inspired by the student anti-war movement, Senator Nelson
realized that if he could infuse the energy of anti-war
protests with an emerging public consciousness about air
and water pollution, it would force environmental protection
onto the national political agenda.
Senator Nelson announced the idea for a “national teachin on the environment” to the national media. He then
persuaded Pete McCloskey, a conservation-minded
Republican Congressman, to serve as his co-chair and
recruited a 25-year-old named Denis Hayes from Harvard
as national coordinator. Hayes built a national staff of 85 to
promote events across the land.

April 22, falling between Spring Break and Final Exams,
was selected as the date.

On April 22, 1970, 20 million Americans — at the time, 10%
of the total population of the United States — took to the
streets, parks and auditoriums to demonstrate for a healthy,
sustainable environment in massive coast-to-coast rallies.
Thousands of colleges and universities organized protests
against the deterioration of the environment.

Groups that had been fighting individually against oil spills,
polluting factories and power plants, raw sewage, toxic
dumps, pesticides, freeways, the loss of wilderness and the
extinction of wildlife united on Earth Day around these
shared common values. Earth Day 1970 achieved a rare
political alignment, enlisting support from Republicans and
Democrats, rich and poor, urban dwellers and farmers,
business and labor leaders. By the end of 1970, the first
Earth Day led to the creation of the United States
Environmental Protection Agency and the passage of the
Clean Air Act. Two years later Congress passed the Clean
Water Act. A year after that, Congress passed the
Endangered Species Act.
“It was a gamble,” Senator Gaylord recalled, “but it worked.”
1990: EARTH DAY GOES GLOBAL

As 1990 approached, a group of environmental leaders
approached Denis Hayes to organize another major
campaign for the planet. This time, Earth Day went global,
mobilizing 200 million people in 141 countries and lifting
environmental issues onto the world stage. Earth Day 1990
gave a huge boost to recycling efforts worldwide and helped
pave the way for the 1992 United Nations Earth Summit in
Rio de Janeiro. It also prompted President Bill Clinton to
award Senator Nelson the Presidential Medal of Freedom
— the highest honor given to civilians in the United States
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billion people every year as a day of action to change
human behavior and provoke policy changes.

EARTH DAY continued from page 23
— for his role as Earth Day founder.

EARTH DAY FOR A NEW MILLENNIUM

As the millennium approached, Hayes agreed to spearhead
another campaign, this time focused on global warming and
a push for clean energy. With 5,000 environmental groups
in a record 184 countries reaching out to hundreds of
millions of people, Earth Day 2000 built both global and
local conversations, leveraging the power of the Internet to
organize activists around the world, while also featuring a
drum chain that traveled from village to village in Gabon,
Africa.
Hundreds
of
thousands of people also
gathered on the National Mall
in Washington, DC for a First
Amendment Rally.

Now, the fight for a clean environment continues with
increasing urgency, as the ravages of climate change
become more and more apparent every day.

As the awareness of our climate crisis grows, so does civil
society mobilization, which is reaching a fever pitch across
the globe today. Disillusioned by the low level of ambition
following the adoption of the Paris Agreement in 2015 and
frustrated with international environmental lethargy, citizens
of the world are rising up to demand far greater action for
our planet and its people.

The social and cultural
environments we saw in 1970
are rising up again today — a
fresh
and
frustrated
generation of young people
are refusing to settle for
platitudes, instead taking to
the streets by the millions to
demand a new way forward.
Digital and social media are
bringing these conversations,
protests,
strikes
and
mobilizations to a global
audience, uniting a concerned
citizenry as never before and
catalyzing generations to join
together to take on the
greatest
challenge
that
humankind has faced.

30 years on, Earth Day 2000
sent world leaders a loud and
clear message: Citizens
around the world wanted
quick and decisive action on
global warming and clean
energy.

EARTH DAY 2010

As in 1970, Earth Day 2010
came at a time of great
challenge
for
the
environmental community to
combat the cynicism of
climate change deniers, wellfunded oil lobbyists, reticent
politicians, a disinterested
public,
and
a
divided
environmental
community
with the collective power of
global environmental activism.

In the face of these
challenges,
Earth
Day
prevailed and Earth Day
Network reestablished Earth
Day as a major moment for global action for the
environment. Earth Day Network brought 250,000 people to
the National Mall for a Climate Rally and introduced a global
tree planting initiative that has since grown into The Canopy
Project. Earth Day Network also launched A Billion Acts of
Green® — the world’s largest environmental service project
— and engaged 75,000 partners in 192 countries in
observing Earth Day.
EARTH DAY TODAY

Today, Earth Day is widely recognized as the largest
secular observance in the world, marked by more than a

By tapping into some of the
learnings, outcomes, and
legacy of the first Earth Day
while also channeling the
energy, excitement, and
coordination of the youth
climate strikes, we can build a
movement going into the 50th
anniversary that goes to the
very heart of what EDN and
Earth Day are all about — empowering individuals with the
information, the tools, the messaging and the communities
needed to make an impact and drive change.

2020 marks the 50th anniversary of Earth Day. In honor of
this milestone, Earth Day Network is launching an
ambitious set of goals to shape the future of 21st century
environmentalism. Learn more here.

We invite you to be a part of Earth Day and help write many
more chapters—struggles and victories—into the Earth Day
book.
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Now Available at Mamakating Environmental Center and BKAA Venues!
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2020 Catherine Abate Memorial Scholarship Winners

(Editor’s Note: Four years ago, Michael Abate
established 3 scholarships honoring his late wife
Catherine, a loyal BKAA member and passionate
environmental activist. Scholarship applications for
graduating high school seniors required essays
identifying local environmental problems and ways to
mitigate them. The following are this year’s winning
essays.)

Jessica Nicosia

Pine Bush Central School District

All around the world, today, the amounts of environmental
problems continue to grow exponentially. From the
increasing levels of carbon dioxide emissions and
greenhouse gases that are leading us further into global
warming and ozone depletion, to ocean acidification,
overpopulation, deforestation, and all the different kinds of
pollution and their effects on the environment, the list goes
on. As humans, we must find new ways to continue to live
on our planet without destroying it simultaneously. Locally,
an important problem we must start to change is waste
disposal.

Everywhere I turn, I see some form of litter. From chip bags,
to cans, to any other environmentally harmful products,
they’re always seen carelessly left behind anywhere from
hiking trails to the beach. Many may not actually be aware
of the damage they’re causing by simply leaving that one
plastic water bottle or that one soda can, however this lack
of knowledge is perpetuating the cycle of ignorance when
it comes to keeping not only our planet, but our people, and
wildlife healthy. These careless acts of laziness can be the
sole reason of an animal’s extinction. Marine life such as
whales, sea turtles and many more are suffering because
maybe the trash can is just a little too far away. The cases
of washed up sea animals that have either choked or
consumed too much waste continues to increase. Even if
we do properly dispose of our garbage, having it end up in
landfills is not much better. Landfills are toxic to our health
and the environment. Water runoff from landfills contains
harmful toxins that are then carried into our water supply.
Many towns that surround landfills now bear a water supply
that is contaminated and non consumable. The only time
many even think of landfills is when they’re holding their
breath driving past one. This lack of knowledge among
people of the world is one of the main reasons why this
problem has gotten so bad. This worldwide epidemic needs
to change.

Recently in New York State, the ban on plastic bags is a
great start to creating this change, but let’s not stop there.
I believe a good way to combat this infestation of litter is to
change the way we create products. By only creating
products that are recyclable or biodegradable, I believe that

we, as a planet, can decrease the amount of waste disposal
worldwide. Not only should we solely create
environmentally friendly products, such as water soluble
plastics, but we need to find better ways to inform the
population how serious the repercussions of littering are on
the environment. By creating impactful commercials on
television and informing the public of the alarming reality of
our current waste disposal techniques on the news and
social media outlets, I believe we can enlighten enough of
the population to change their habits. Littering is a
worldwide epidemic, and I believe by these techniques, we
can successfully combat the perpetuation of the habit and
reverse the damage to our planet.

Lauren Russell

Pine Bush Central School District

As we have seen through the unfortunate events that are
occurring, the earth has large amounts of pollution that are
creating various health concerns around the world. Whether
that be in water or air, light pollution, or just straight trash,
this is something that we should be attempting to fix.

No magic button fixes all pollution and makes it go away
instantly. I think that if we do a bunch of smaller actions, we
could help. Certainly water is the most prominent issue. We
only have a small portion of water on the planet as drinkable
water. We need to try and filter out the waste that is being
streamed into the rivers and oceans, perhaps offering a
reward for cleaning up the rivers or ocean areas. If
governments were to provide incentives for companies to
reduce waste that they are putting into the water, and an
incentive for people to help clean such waterways, things
may get done.

In terms of light pollution, the largest local culprit would be
New York City. We can not ask or hope that they could
completely cut out light pollution. However, maybe we could
institute a light curfew during certain times, Tuesdays and
Thursdays lights out from 10 pm through 4 am. That would
give 12 hours a week where there would be little to no light
pollution emitted. I understand that some exceptions would
have to be made for first responders, emergency personnel,
and essential personnel.
I was born in 2002, and truthfully at the rate, we are
currently destroying the earth. I do not know what kind of life
my children will have, let alone my grandchildren. No one
person can fix the whole world. There is a saying that goes
along with low waste and going green. And I think it truly
applies to more than just that. The saying states, “It is not
about you doing it perfectly, it is about a lot of people doing
it imperfectly,” and I truly think it is perfect. You do not have
to go to completely zero waste. If you have 10 people, and
2 people completely cut out waste, then you still have 8
people worth of waste. However, if you have 10 people and
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(Editor’s Note: Rachael, Nora, Truth, and their families
are long time BKAA volunteers)

receive my Bachelor of Science in Biology with a minor in
Anthropology and Sociology.

Instead, I completed my semester living alone in a dorm,
balancing academics, applying to graduate school, and
working as an EMT during the height of COVID-19. Earlier in
the year, prior to COVID, I transitioned from volunteer to a
paid EMT, stepping back from Lafayette EMS, the squad I
created and directed at college. Although a very difficult
decision, it was the best choice as it allowed me to serve as
an EMT during the pandemic when volunteers were sent
home due to risks of contradicting COVID-19. While
challenging, treating patients suffering from COVID-19
provided purpose and direction during a time of fear and

Where Are They Now?
Rachael Broder
Beyond Covid-19

You may recall that I wrote an article almost two years ago
sharing my experiences studying biology on a pre-medical
track at Lafayette College in Easton, Pennsylvania and
volunteering as an EMT. If everything had gone as planned,
I would have finished my time at Lafayette with friends on
campus and walked across the stage on May 23, 2020 to

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? continued on page 29
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all of them decrease their waste by half, then you have 5
people worth of waste. Some people will do it better than
others, and others will do it worse. However, any positive
movements are good movements.

Vian Tran

Pine Bush Central School District

This summer, I went on a fishing trip with my family to a
private pond that my dad’s friend owned. We packed our
rods, worms, and a cooler full of snacks to prepare for the
fish-filled day ahead of us - yet when we arrived, we soon
realized that we had overpacked. While my family and I sat
in the canoe with our rods in the water for hours, we failed
to notice the bright green algae under us. A lack of fish and
frustration from our day of fishing led me to research what
it was we saw, and how this tied into our day on the pond.

It turned out that what we saw was an algal bloom. Algal
blooms are caused by an excess amount of algae in the
water, typically the product of a lack of sunlight or warm
temperatures - but the biggest factor leading into these
algal blooms are an excess of nutrients. Nutrient pollution
is mainly caused by humans, and our actions allow nitrogen
and phosphorus to easily flow into bodies of water that will
later on harm animals living in them. Fossil fuels from big
factories, means of transportation and even leaving the
kitchen light on for too long contribute greatly to this by
increasing the amount of nitrogen in the air. Other causes
of algal blooms are even closer to home than most may
think - the fertilizer you use to grow vegetables in your
garden, chocked full of nitrogen and phosphorus, can also
play into the problem. Many home-owners are unaware of
the negative impacts of using too much fertilizer or
overwatering their plants, and it can kill much more than
your flowers. By doing this, fertilizer is able to be washed
away more easily during rainstorms and eventually end up
in bodies of water. This nutrient pollution then creates
dangerous toxins in the water that become “dead zones”,
areas where there are low oxygen levels that can kill

animals or even humans due to the lack of oxygen.
Misinformation and not enough research about the world
around us has caused these algal blooms to form
everywhere around us. Remedies for these issues are not
too hard to accomplish, and a group effort by everyone in
a community would prove to be helpful for the animals, for
us, and for the environment.

Even from home, everyday citizens can help solve the issue
of nutrient pollution. One way is to look at the contents
when shopping for fertilizer and making sure it does not
contain phosphorus; mindful shopping goes a long way for
the environment! An even easier way to give a helping hand
is to turn off the lights, stove, or anything else in your house
when you’re not using them, use energy efficient light bulbs,
and hang clothes up to dry instead of using the dryer. Keep
the washing machine usage to a minimum and only use it
when you have a full load. This not only helps the world
around us, but also your bank account. Everyone wins!
While these actions can seem small and pointless, a little
goes a long way. Telling friends, family, and peers about
how they can contribute to change is important, and
together, we can reshape our community, and more
importantly, the world.
Works Cited

“The Effects: Dead Zones and Harmful Algal Blooms.” EPA,
Environmental Protection Agency, 10 Mar. 2017,
www.epa.gov/nutrientpollution/effects-dead-zones-andharmful-algal-blooms
“Harmful Algal Blooms.” EPA, Environmental Protection
Agency, 19 Dec. 2019,
www.epa.gov/nutrientpollution/harmful-algal-blooms

“The Sources and Solutions: In and Around the Home.”
EPA, Environmental Protection Agency, 4 Feb. 2019,
www.epa.gov/nutrientpollution/sources-and-solutions-andaround-home
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW? continued from page 28

confusion. It also reaffirmed my passion for serving my
community and helping others through medicine. I continued
as an EMT for the entire summer at 3 different EMS agencies
in the Lehigh Valley and New Jersey. The experiences
encountered then will remain with me as I pursue my career
in medicine.

As summer draws to an end, I am preparing for graduate
school at Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine to
obtain my Master of Science in Biomedical Sciences.
Although my ultimate goal is to become a physician, I feel that
acquiring a masters before applying to medical school makes
me a more competitive applicant for the latter and allows for
both academic and personal growth. I am excited and nervous
about moving to a new city and starting the next chapter of
my life, a huge transition which places me one step closer to
achieving my dream of becoming a physician.

Where Are They Now?
Nora Brusinski

The Long and Winding Road

Hello, everyone. You may recognize my name, as I have been
an occasional contributor to the Guardian for nearly twenty
years now and a Nature Watch volunteer since 2013.

Since being diagnosed with cancer in 2016, I have been on a
long road to recovery. I had a bone marrow transplant early in
2017, and I have been cancer free since that time. The rest of
that year was devoted to recuperating and gaining strength. In
October, I was lucky enough to receive an award from the
BKAA for my lifelong participation in the organization. In early
2018, I returned to my classes online at the Harvard Extension
School on a part-time schedule. Unfortunately, my father was
also dealing with cancer during this time. I spent most of 2018
helping him through medical appointments until his death in
November.

In 2019, I was able to return to school full time, with a
concentration in psychology. My spring semester classes
were still in an online format. I was also able to continue my
part-time work as an algebra tutor at SUNY Orange. That
summer, I took an unpaid internship as a secretary in a law
office. I also took on a new role in Nature Watch, sending
updates to the crew about visitors and wildlife. In my free time,
I began preparing for my move to Cambridge, Massachusetts.
I would be spending my fall semester on the Harvard campus,
taking my classes in person.

In August, I drove up to Cambridge with my mother to look at
apartments. We settled on a studio in the Porter Square
neighborhood, about a mile and a half from campus. The area
was quietly residential and filled with parks. As we walked
back to Harvard Square, we saw a small crowd gathering at

the corner across from the music school. They were taking
pictures of a puffed-up little bird standing on the ground. When
we got a better view, we realized it was a kestrel. It was clearly
injured and unable to fly away. I asked the group if anyone
had called a bird rehabilitator and found that no one had.

Thus began a two-hour struggle to get anyone to come get
this bird. While my mother went to rescue the car from the
parking meter, I started calling around. I finally got through to
one rehabilitator, but she was unable to come get the bird
herself. With assistance from another passerby, I then tried
calling the Massachusetts Department of Environmental
Protection, the city non-emergency line, and animal control.
Nobody was answering on a Saturday evening. Their
voicemails all directed me to each other. Finally, following
instructions from animal control’s answering service, I dialed
the emergency number. Two police officers came to watch the
kestrel while their department tried to contact animal control
again. They were unable to reach him, and none of the
veterinary hospitals nearby would accept wild animals. After
the police left, all we could do was wait for animal control. It
was after seven pm, so we left the bird in the charge of
another good Samaritan. When I talked to the animal
rehabilitator the next morning, she told me animal control had
eventually arrived.

Nothing else so dramatic happened the rest of the time I was
in Cambridge. I attended my classes on the beautiful Harvard
campus and spent my free time exploring the city. Some of
the highlights were shopping for fresh vegetables at the
Haymarket, seeing the touring production of SpongeBob: The
Musical, and visiting the Harvard Natural History Museum. I
learned quickly to take advantage of the public transportation
system, as both the bus and the T were only minutes from my
apartment. My classes were all fascinating, and one of the
classrooms was even inside the Peabody Anthropology
Museum. Although I had enjoyed my previous online classes,
studying on campus was an extraordinary experience. When
December came, I was reluctant to say goodbye to the
beautiful city.

But it worked out for the better that I returned home. In
January, I started my final two online classes, as well as one
language class on-campus at SUNY Orange. I also returned
to my internship position at the law office. As Nature Watch
season approached, I began shadowing Maryallison to
prepare for a leadership role. Unfortunately, the global
pandemic threw a wrench into things. My online classes
continued as normal despite the changing circumstances,
while my language class moved to an at-home self-study
format. I spent most of the spring working on schoolwork from
the safety of my own home. When not studying, I was taking
long walks in the woods surrounding my house. Additionally,
during this Covid crisis, I sewed masks for group home
residents and, after dinner each night, knit caps for
Wool-Aid, an international charity contributing to impoverished
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children throughout the world.

In May, I graduated with my bachelor’s degree with a
concentration in psychology. Although the in-person
commencement ceremony was postponed, Harvard hosted a
virtual ceremony and I received my diploma by mail. I
graduated Summa cum Laude with a GPA of 3.97. For my
academic achievements, I was given the Reginald Phelps 2nd
prize and inducted into the Alpha Sigma Lambda honor
society.

This summer, I have been spending most of my time outside.
I have decided to postpone any graduate school applications
until the world is a bit more stable. Instead, I have been hiking
in the woods and working in the garden, grateful for a respite
from deadlines after the seven years it took me to get my
degree. My mother and I are very proud of our hand-dug
goldfish pond and gravel patio. Although I still tire easily, I grow
stronger every day. I hope that the next time my writing
appears in this publication, it will tell you happy tales of further
adventures.

Where Are They Now?
Truth Muller

Life Lessons and Looseleaf: What
a Term in the Field Has Taught Me
Stay safe, wash your hands, ~Truth.

Since mid-March, those six words have closed every email
and letter I’ve sent, with the occasional “love” between
“hands” and “~Truth.” We are currently, as a species, living in
truly strange times; caught like insects in the sap of monotony
and repetition. While I’ve never encountered anything quite
like this year’s current events before (not many have), I find
that during dark or confusing times, the best place to seek
refuge is not indoors, but out of them, in the wild, walking. As
John Burroughs wrote:

“The mood in which you set out on a spring or autumn
ramble or a sturdy winter walk, and your greedy feet have
to be restrained from devouring the distances too fast, is
the mood in which your best thoughts and impulses come
to you, or in which you might embark upon any noble and
heroic enterprise. Life is sweet in such moods, the
universe is complete, and there is no failure or
imperfection anywhere.”

Considering this, it’s fortunate that, back in winter of 2019,
when COVID was still an anonymous entity lurking in the
Wuhan fish market, that I submitted my proposal for an
independent study. Field Journals: An Exercise in Science,
Art, and Philosophy. From my proposal:

“The purpose of this course is to expose me to a range of field
journaling and sketching styles and methods that are not

taught at College of the Atlantic... I see being able to capture
in detail a novel instance of behavior observed while diving,
sketch a peculiar growth found while dissecting a marine
invertebrate, or quickly record measurements of specimens
during a survey of live fish as invaluable to my chosen career
path.”

I set myself a goal; in ten weeks, I would investigate the
journaling and sketching methods of seven scientists and
naturalists and head into the wild to try these methods for
myself. After using each method for a week, I’d look over my
notes and see what did and didn’t work for me, and write it
up. In the final week of the term, I would review all the notes,
all the critiques, all the good ideas, and combine the best of
seven worlds into a single, custom-made method all my own.

In this way, I was able to peer through the binoculars of
George B. Schaller, a seasoned savannah zoologist who
captures complex behaviors in just a few lines of text and
illustration; Ken Kauffman, a hitchhiking hippie turned birding
legend whose journaling methods revolve around listing every
bird he sees; Bernd Heinrich, an ornithologist/entomologist
and jogger whos method of keeping a folded piece of paper
and a pencil in his back pocket allows him to remain ever on
the move; Daines Barrington, an 18th century lawyer and
antiquarian who recorded daily observations on a paper
spreadsheet; Jennifer Keller, a professional scientific
illustrator who gathers numerous quick sketches of an animal
from many angles and combines them into a single sketch
back at home; Jonathan Kingdon, a mammalogist with a fine
art background who renders the underpinnings of evolution in
beautiful black and white sketches; and last but not least, Prof.
William H. Drury, the late mentor of my own mentor, Scott
Swann. Drury left behind dozens of pocket-sized journals
containing the intricate, organized methodologies he used for
more than half a century of research in botany, ornithology,
and forestry.

There’s far too much that has been brought to my attention
by this study for me to describe in one article; to do so would
fill up a few year’s worth of Guardians, cover to cover. In fact,
I suspect my mind is still processing some of the finer details
of what I discovered out in the field. The following is a crosssection of what I have taken away from this term.

The Formatting. As someone who bristles at the idea of strict
guidelines, I never expected I’d say this, but when push came
to shove, rigid, outline-based methodologies allowed me to
focus better, discover more, and write notes that were succinct
but still detail-rich. When I used largely unstructured methods,
I produced utter chaos; semi-illegible laundry lists of every
sight, sound, and smell I encountered, relevant or
not. A single chickadee chirp is a pleasure to hear in the forest,
but a pointless scratch on the paper when you’re supposed to
be gathering notes on pin cushion mosses. Despite two
hundred years standing between them, both Barrington and
Drury’s meticulous methods revealed to me subtle things in
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my natural surroundings —fresh red catkins on the quaking
aspens, the fragile complexity of local moss species— which,
up until that point, I had never even noticed despite walking
past them for the past 20 years.

The Observation Style. This term has taught me that the
quality of my future journal entries won’t be measured in miles
walked, but in minutes spent standing still. Just as my
sketches grow more detailed the longer I work on them, so
too do my written observations grow in depth, detail, and
clarity with time (heck, the handwriting improves!). Even the
methods that didn’t work well for me support this idea: while
closely scrutinizing a fidgety catbird or irritated goose in a vain
attempt to capture it perfectly on paper, subtle behavioral
quirks I would never have otherwise noticed came to light. For
someone with a rapid-firing mind like mine, channeling
attention and staying still can be difficult; but the effort is more
than worth its weight in field notes.

The Illustration Style. Beauty may still be in the eye of the
beholder, but this study taught me that the quality of artistry is
entirely dependent on how one learned to make art. At any
one moment, a person can only create a drawing within the
boundaries of their past artistic experience, current skill level,
and willingness to learn, experiment, and adapt. Short of
tracing, I now know that I can’t, and shouldn’t, frustrate myself
with attempts to summon forth from paper an illustration in
someone else’s style, as it will never look quite right. What I
can do, however, is freely pour the tips, tricks, and tools of the
trade used by other artists of my field into my own pool. Thus
I shall take on permanent loan the beautiful simplicity of
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Schaller’s behavioral sketches and Drury’s forestry diagrams,
Kingdon’s attention to fine detail, Keller’s desire to see an
animal from every angle, and the crisp, clean lines of
Heinrich’s leaves and flowers.

After several sunburns, dozens of miles, 103 pages of notes
and sketches, and innumerable pencil shavings, I have come
to the realization that creating a ready-to-use, custom-fit field
journaling method from scratch in ten weeks is impossible.
This doesn’t mean, however, that I failed in my term’s mission,
or wasted my time. Anything but that. What it does mean is
that I’ve started the ball rolling, a ball I will continue to roll as
I develop as both a scientist and naturalist; my life and my
journaling methods are both works in progress. Journaling
methods develop with the journalist for as long as the two are
together, like two people in a relationship. They do not come
in a sudden eureka moment; BY JOVE! I’ve discovered the
perfect note taking system! Developing a method comes with
time, trial, error, experimentation, scientific research, life
experience, lost notebooks, broken pencils, sodden paper, ink
stains, blood stains, tear stains, found notebooks thought lost,
and, well, perhaps a little dash of pure eureka, too. Above all
else, perhaps, is a lesson that reading original copies of
Drury’s 1970s notebooks taught me: Don’t restrict yourself to
just one method. As a person who is fascinated by so many
different fields, like Drury was, to tie myself down to a singular
method would be a fool’s errand, if not criminal. What I look
forward to now is not the creation of a perfect journaling
system, but the unique, exciting, symbiotic journey of method
and writer that lies ahead, for me, in the woods.

Columbia Hill Neighborhood Alliance (CHNA)
Comments on Gan Eden’s Draft Scoping Document
(Editor’s Note: CHNA is a vital BKAA partner, particularly
on Thompson Education Center issues.)

Columbia Hill Neighborhood Alliance
Post Office Box 137
Hurleyville, New York 12747
www.columbiahill.org

formed in 2012 as a grassroots group of alarmed Town of
Thompson and Hurleyville residents upon first learning of
this proposed development. CHNA has reviewed the
following documents regarding the Gan Eden Estates
project (the Project):

VIA EMAIL (planning@townofthompson.com)
AND U.S. POSTAL SERVICE

• Full Environmental Assessment Form (FEAF) Parts 1,
2 & 3 of January 29, 2020 prepared by Can Eden
Estates;

Re: Gan Eden Estates Development

• Memo dated April 22, 2020 by Mary Beth Bianconi of
Delaware Engineering prepared for the Town of
Thompson Planning Board Support Staff; and

• Thompson Planning Board (PB) Resolution of April 22,
2020 establishing Lead Agency and SEQRA Positive
Declaration status;

Mr. Lou Kiefer
Chairman, Town of Thompson Planning Board
Thompson Town Hall
4052 Route 42
Monticello New York 12701
Dear Chair Kiefer and the members of the Town of
Thompson Planning Board:

The Columbia Hill Neighborhood Alliance (CHNA) was
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• Draft Scoping Document dated June 10, 2020 for Gan
Eden Estates Draft Environmental Impact Statement
(DEIS).
CHNA continued on page 34
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Rachael Broder
- 2020 Lafayette College graduate (top left)
Photo by Barbara Nickels

Nora Brusinski
- 2020 Harvard University graduate (top right)
Photo by Susan O’Neill
Truth illustrating in his Bashakill Journal (left)
and a closeup of Truth’s drawings (below)
Photos by Bob Muller
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CHNA continued from page 31

CHNA submits the following comments for inclusion in the
record at the Project’s Scoping Session before the Town of
Thompson’s Planning Board on July 8, 2020.
Comp Plan and Community Character

The Town of Thompson - Village of Monticello Joint
Comprehensive Plan (Joint Comprehensive Plan)
embraces a commitment to ensuring new development
meets a higher standard which “reflects the community’s
commitment to preserve its natural environment and small
town character’’ that are desirable to residents and visitors
alike. Joint Comprehensive Plan, p.14, Section 2.1. The
community character of the immediate area is rural and
sparsely populated and local residents have repeatedly
expressed their desire that it remain that way. This
oversized project threatens to forever transform the
community’s way of life in all the ways that the Joint
Comprehensive Plan sought to avoid, with no upside for
those people that cherish living here. Any potential benefits
from the Project such as tax revenue, primarily accrue to
the Town of Thompson; while the majority of disadvantages,
including well problems, flooding, and traffic increase, will
be borne by the Town of Fallsburg and, in particular, the
hamlet of Hurleyville. The Draft Scoping Document does
not adequately evaluate the Community Character and
likely impacts from the development, choosing instead to
focus on the questionable zoning of the property.1 The Final
Scope should require a comprehensive review of the
elements that make up the small town community character
of this area and how a residential development greater than
the population of Hurleyville will permanently change that
character.
Stormwater

Water and its respective sections in the applicant’s FEAF
and eventual DEIS constitute some of the most concerning
aspects of this proposed development. The scoping
document fails to address the historic problem of storm
water runoff from this site which has plagued the downhill
hamlet of Hurleyville for decades despite there being no
structures or impervious surfaces on it at present.

Placing 89 large structures, a community center,
playgrounds, tennis courts, thousands of paved parking
spaces and 2 miles of roads on the site will only exacerbate
that situation. The applicant’s contention that the use of
retention ponds and vegetated swales will decrease the
amount of such runoff fails to address the fact that these
measures already exist on the site and have not diminished
the problem.
Wastewater Discharge

A substantial error in the FEAF seems to be the repeated
assertion that the Class B Stream the developer plans on
discharging its treated wastewater into is “on site”. A review

of maps of the area delineating the property lines of Gan
Eden Estates and its surrounding neighbors’ lands clearly
demonstrates this is not the case. In fact, an engineer
representing Gan Eden Estates at a Thompson Planning
Board meeting in July 2016 indicated that they did yet not
have a general discharge route for its Wastewater
Treatment Plant (WWTP). The Final Scope should require
Gan Eden to provide detailed surveying of the Class B
Stream’s bed and banks to clearly establish whether the
Class B Stream is in fact located on-site and for how far.
The Town engineer expressed concern about obtaining an
easement for that purpose and there is nothing in the
scoping document to reflect that an easement has been
obtained for that purpose. It is difficult to see how a project
of this scale can proceed to obtain any of the numerous
permits and approvals needed, while lacking this crucial
component. The DEIS should determine whether an
easement is necessary and possible.
It is still not clear as to the type of WWTP the Project will
utilize. A large WWTP potentially will have performance
problems with other on-site facilities both in function and
longevity. Larger WWTP require a constant year-round flow
in order to work correctly and the components are subject
to failure if not operated and maintained diligently. When
questioned by a Planning Board member in July 2016 about
the expected life span of the WWTP components, the same
engineer representing Gan Eden indicated a five year
lifespan. The DEIS should describe in detail the WWTP,
provide examples of its use in similar settings, describe the
anticipated daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly maintenance,
and discuss the anticipated lifespan for the system.
Water Usage and Supply

In the FEAF there is a calculation on estimated water usage
of 147,250 gallons per day (gpd) in the first phase. We note
that to our knowledge, the developer has yet to complete
the NYS DEC Water Conservation Program Form for Public
Water Supply (https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/water_pdf/
wcpf.pdf) requires an indication of the total population of
the project. Providing usage figures without revealing
projected density per unit fails to provide any meaningful
information to the public or the Planning Board. The Project
should be required to provide information regarding
anticipated usage that is properly verified and sourced so
that it can be effectively reviewed and evaluated.
The FEAF also states that Gan Eden’s wells are capable of
producing a sustained 205 gallons per minute. The town’s
own consultant, Miller Hydrogeologic lnc., has questioned
the accuracy of the developer’s 72 hour well testing done in
October 2016 because the well test failed to follow
established protocols and methodology. In preparing the
DEIS, the developer should be compelled to redo the 72hour well test during the peak summer season of July and
August when the local population quadruples, to provide
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Stephen Erny’s Refurbished and
Artistically Enhanced Pews at
Phillipsport Community Center
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Bald Eagle Nesting on Arizona
Cactus, April 2020. First such
recorded sighting since the 1930s.
Photo by Arizona Dept. of Game and Fish
and provided by Carolyn Diercksmeier
(Michael Medley’s sister)

0
2
0
2
’
s
r
e
b
m
BKAA Me
s
u
l
P
s
o
t
o
h
P
Bashakill
a
n
o
z
i
r
A
m
o
r
One F
Great Blue Heron
Photo by Bob Muller
Bald Eagle catches carp, May 18, 2020
Photo by John H. Haas

Bear Up A Tree
Photo by
Susan O’Neill
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more accurate hydrological data than the 2016 pump test
done in the fall months.

Safety

There is also insufficient information regarding the Project
water system’s ability to meet safety requirements, supply
sprinkler systems and meet firefighting requirements. The
Final Scope should require a detailed description of this
system and require that the Hurleyville Fire Department be
consulted and requested to weigh in on the adequacy of
protective measures and water supply system at the Project
site.

Water Tank and Aesthetics

The applicant should also be required to provide detailed
engineering information about the proposed 400,000-gallon
water tank, particularly as regards functionality and location,
the risk and impact of failure, and its aesthetic impacts. This
tank will be a prominent eyesore not only for local residents,
but will also be a scar upon area viewscapes near and far.
Scoping should include the aesthetic impact of a 109’
structure situated on top of a 1600’ altitude hill, as well as
requiring the applicant to determine if the tower requires
red blinking aviation warning lights and FAA review under
the recent FAA guidelines modifications that apply to towers
between 50 and 200 feet.
Light

Another issue that needs to be addressed in the scoping
document is light pollution from all outside lighting.
Currently neighbors can view a star-filled sky, including the
Milky Way, on cloudless nights. What will be the impact of
24/7 lighting and how can these impacts even be mitigated?
Light impacts must be an issue assessed by the DEIS.
Traffic

Another matter requiring greater attention in the scoping
document is the estimated additional 500 plus resident
vehicles the Project will add to local traffic, not to mention
delivery and sanitation trucks, taxis, contractors and other
service vehicles on a regular basis. The three proposed
exits have line of sight issues and require entering and
exiting from already heavily travelled County Roads 103,
104, and 107 with speed limits of 55mph. Traffic signals and
signage will be necessary to protect the public from these
inevitable hazards of increased traffic, especially during the
summer and winter months. The Sullivan County
Department of Public Works and NYS Department of
Transportation should be consulted and asked to provide
input on these potential hazards.
Flora and Fauna
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evaluation of the Project’s interference with the migration
and movement patterns for predominant species. The
scoping document must include an evaluation of any clear
cutting of any forested parts of this site and, the impacts
upon the nesting of the Federal and New York State
protected Northern Long-Eared Bat or any other protected
species’ habitat.
Other Issues

There are other concerns yet to be addressed sufficiently.
The scoping document needs to include an evaluation of
Project impacts on the local power grid and the potential
for increased brownouts and/or blackouts in the area. The
scoping document needs to evaluate additional
infrastructure requirements such as substation,
transformers, and power lines as well as the environmental
and community impacts of such additions.
The scoping document fails to include the impact of
architectural features at the site. Certain building features
and their impacts need to be evaluated: peaked or flat roof
construction, extensive decks, awnings and enclosed
porches, type of gutter systems, lawn watering systems,
and finished basements. Will the heat retention properties
of paved surfaces and asphalt roofing materials exacerbate
and accelerate climate change conditions? Will sod lawns
and decorative landscaping utilizing extensive fertilizer and
pesticide application present problems of nitrogen loading
and runoff? Such substances as well as the application of
road salt in the winter can seep into the ground water
polluting local wells and the Class B Stream.

The developer fails to acknowledge on the FEAF Part 1 that
there are facilities serving children, the elderly, and people
with disabilities within 1500 feet. The Center for Discovery
has multiple sites within that parameter. Failure to
acknowledge these facilities is also a failure to evaluate the
impacts on these facilities. The DEIS should provide a
comprehensive identification of all facilities serving children,
the elderly, and people with disabilities within a quarter-mile.
The DEIS should also evaluate the frequency of vehicle
traffic transporting children, elderly, and people with
disabilities between facilities along the roads that wiII be
heavily impacted due to the Project.
The adjoining Loch Sheldrake-Hurleyville Rod and Gun
Club’s members have deer hunting blinds in trees along the
boundary line between the two parcels. Hunting happens
not only at a lower elevation as stated in the FEAF, but all
along that boundary.
Conclusion

Thank you for your attention to these and the many other
concerns that will have to be addressed before a decision
can be made on this proposed development. A thorough
and careful review is paramount given the scope and
complexity of this Project and its impacts upon the
CHNA continued on page 38
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The nature of the flora and fauna on the site has been
misrepresented and understated. Many more species than
those listed in the FEAF are present or pass through this
property. The scoping document should include an
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community and the environment. Scant attention has been
paid by the developer to many of the mitigation steps
necessary to address our environmental impact concerns.
The Town must be sure that sufficient mitigation measures
are in place prior to any approval on this Project. The Town
should also consider what enforcement mechanisms are
available to ensure compliance with these mitigation
measures prior to allowing this Project to move forward.

Respectfully yours,

Roger Betters / Donna Nestler
Co-Directors / Columbia Hill Neighborhood Alliance
cc:

Mr. William Rieber, Supervisor
Town of Thompson, 4052 Route 42
Monticello, New York 12701

Mr. Steven Vegliante, Supervisor
Town of Fallsburg, PO Box 2019
South Fallsburg, New York 12779

Kelly Turturro, Regional Director
NYS DEC, Region III
21 South Putt Corners Road
New Paltz, New York 12561

Commissioner Basil Seggos
NYS DEC, Albany, 625 Broadway
Albany, New York 12233-1750

Colonel Paul E. Owen
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
New York District
26 Federal Plaza, Room 2113
New York, New York 10278

NYS DOH
50 North Street, Suite 2
Monticello, New York 12701

Ms. Freda Eisenberg
Commissioner
Sullivan County Planning Department
100 North Street, Monticello, New York 12701
Delaware River Basin Commission
D-2017-002 CP-1, PO Box 7360
West Trenton, New Jersey 08628-0360

While understanding that it’s a settled matter, we again feel
if necessary to point out that, if not for the magnanimous
zone changes from Rural Residential to Suburban
Residential granted by a previous Thompson Town Board in
2005 and 2007 in what many local residents still consider a
sneaky and improper fashion, this proposed development
would be rendered moot. Nearby neighbors were never
notified by mail of these actions and the new local law was
never sent to Sullivan County for a Section 239 planning
review as required.
1
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Gan Eden Estates
Project Description

Project Description: The project sponsor, Gan Eden
Estates (“Gan Eden”), proposes to construct a
residential development in the Town of Thompson, New
York (the “Proposed Action”). The Proposed Action is
located on a 198.92-acre parcel in Thompson. There is
a second, contiguous lot located in the Town of
Faltsburg, 13.37 acres in size. The total project site is
212.29 acres (the “Project Site”). All residential
development will be on the Thompson lot; groundwater
wells will be located on the Fallsburg lot. Gan Eden
proposes to construct 534 rowhouse-type units,
including 267 two-bedroom units and 267 three-bedroom
units. Gan Eden will lease those units to tenants. The
units will be located In eighty-nine (89) separate
buildings, each consisting of six (6) units. The Proposed
Gan Eden Estates Draft Scoping Document 6/10/20 3
Action will include over two (2) miles of interior roads, a
clubhouse, a pool, a tennis court, playgrounds,
recreational walking trails, a water system storage tank,
a wastewater treatment plant, and utility infrastructure.
The Proposed Action will provide sufficient off-street
parking as well as additional on-street parking. Access to
the Project Site will be from three driveways, two located
on Route 104 (Main Street), and one located on Route
107 (Old Liberty Road). The Proposed Action will be
constructed in five (5) phases, designated as Phase 1,
Phase 1A, Phase 2, Phase 3, and Phase 4 as follows:
Phase 1 will include twenty-four (24) residential buildings
consisting of 144 units, the clubhouse, pool, a tennis
court, playground, wastewater treatment plan, water
storage tank, and related interior roads and utility
infrastructure. Phase 1A will include ten (10) residential
buildings consisting of sixty (60) units. Phase 2 will
include thirty (30) residential buildings consisting of 180
units and related interior roads. Phase 3 will include
eleven (11) residential buildings consisting of sixty-six
(66) units and related interior roads. Phase 4 will include
fourteen (14) residential buildings consisting of eightyfour (84) units and interior roads. It is expected the
Proposed Action will be fully constructed by 2027. In
total, 85.9 acres will be permanently disturbed by the
Proposed Action.

Project Location: The Project Site consists of property
identified as Tax Lot Section 2, Block 1, Lot 6.3 in the
Town of Thompson, Sullivan County, and Tax Lot Section
32, Block 1, Lot 59 in the Town of Fallsburg, Sullivan
County. The Project Site is situated at the northwest
corner of the intersection of Route 104 (Main Street) and
Route 107 (Old Liberty Road).
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Deerpark Rural Alliance (DRA)
and NYENVIRONCOM, Including
Dragon Springs - Fall 2020
Grace Woodard

UPDATE and NEW: RIVENDALE SUBDIVISION Site Plan

Public hearing before Deerpark’s planning board (PB), was
held 8-12-20. Statistics: 43 acre parcel, located on
Neversink Drive and Route 209 in Huguenot, 20-houses on
8 acres, avg. lot size .35 acres, 1,000 sq. ft. homes, 3
bedrooms, approximately 4 persons per home, 20 wells,
community leach field. DRA and NYenvironcom presented
documents and speakers (virtual) challenging the plan. The
meeting was an awkward hybrid Zoom hearing—persons in
town hall and online. Written questions/comments only.
Town engineer Al Fusco, Jr.—not in attendance, son, Al
Fusco III, town building inspector stood in, fielding plan
questions. Project engineer, John Fuller, minimized queries
on incomplete and lacking documents. Site plan
deficiencies and errors addressed by local engineer Kevin
Draganchuk , graduate of Rensselaer Institute of
Technology, representing DRA and Nyenvironcom. Main
points communicated by all: proposed house lots sited in
floodplain, effects of a suburban/urban jam packed
development on Deerpark’s rural character, impacts on
Neversink River bordering the subdivision and wildlife,

48th BKAA Annual Meeting
October 17, 2020

potential harm locating near the high pressure Millennium
Pipeline (statement made by DRA hydro- geologist Paul A.
Rubin). Required traffic study not presented. DRA and
Nyenvironcom requested a full Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS), but it was not discussed at the hearing,
which was closed, with written comments accepted until
Sept.9. DRA felt most on the PB had not read its reports,
neither hard nor digital versions.

NEW: DRA is in the process of becoming fiscally sponsored
by Nyenvironcom.org, a 501(c)3 nonprofit, enabling it to
pursue grants, coordinate with other groups, and develop
its mission more fully in the Neversink Valley and
Shawangunk Ridge… getting our long pants. Discussions
and Zoom meetings are considering future plans. DRA
remains focused on violation and pollution patterns
occurring at Dragon Springs (DS) and monitoring town
actions or lack thereof on this urban site. NYenvironcom is
undertaking several environmental initiatives— mapping,
educational outreach, fundraising, grant seeking i.e.
building capacity.

Update: Water Monitoring Initiative: Lower Basher Kill.
Ongoing and adding elements to monitoring stations,
planning more stations in Neversink. Maintenance
volunteers needed. We train. Serve lunch. If interested,
contact gfwoodard@gmail.com. Joint project of DRA and
Nyenvironcom.org.
DRA continued on page 40

OFFICIAL BALLOT

48th BKAA Annual Meeting
October 17, 2020

OFFICIAL BALLOT

Check One of the Boxes:
q I approve slate of candidates as presented
q I disapprove and write in
candidate(s)___________________________________
to challenge___________________________________

Check One of the Boxes:
q I approve slate of candidates as presented
q I disapprove and write in
candidate(s)___________________________________
to challenge___________________________________

Bob Muller
Samara Ferris-Deninno
Cliff Johnson
Bill Lucas
Susan O’Neill
Christine Saward
Graham Vest

Bob Muller
Samara Ferris-Deninno
Cliff Johnson
Bill Lucas
Susan O’Neill
Christine Saward
Graham Vest

President:
Vice-President:
Treasurer:
Corresponding
Secretary / Membership:
Recording Secretary:
Board Members:

Paula Medley
Jackie Broder
Monique Lipton

President:
Vice-President:
Treasurer:
Corresponding
Secretary / Membership:
Recording Secretary:
Board Members:
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Paula Medley
Jackie Broder
Monique Lipton

Update: New Century Film (NCF) at Deerpark PB 8-12-20
meeting. Amending, altering applications. Town Attorney
Plotsky reminded NCF they cannot plan piecemeal, aka
segmentation. NCF has lost funding. The earlier motel and
2nd restaurant (see Guardian Spring 2020) minimally
addressed as well as 1st restaurant in arena lobby. NCF
wants a new access off Neversink Drive 300 ft. from the
Neversink River. Currently, there are no new site plans to
view.

NO Update: Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement on proposed expansions at DS complex has not
yet been submitted to PB.

NO Update: DS asphalt driveway on Guymard Turnpike.
Not open; in litigation.

NO Update: 491 Galley Hill Rd proposed mall/apartments
before Deerpark PB.

To be rescheduled: The canceled round table, originally
scheduled at Deerpark Reformed Church’s community
center in April, is reset for a Zoom ‘Roundtable” in
October—ideas, initiatives, outreach, communicating with
BKAA, Mamakating, Deerpark and other watershed folks.
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BASHA KILL AREA ASSOCIATION
PO BOX 1121
WURTSBORO, NY 12790

Update: DEC tested stream on D&H Technologies'
property, a superfund cleanup site in Huguenot. Will post
results on NYenvironcom.org site shortly. Please visit.
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